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THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE AUTHOR AND  
THEOLOGY BEHIND THE MASTERPIECE 

 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
 

July 25 - September 5, 2021 
 

9:30 a.m.  - Fireside Room 
 
 

We will be reading and discussing The Chronicles of Narnia. Brush off 
your childhood copies and be prepared to read one book a week. All  
ages are welcome! Invite your grandkids, invite your children and take 
this amazing journey with us this summer into the fantasy of Narnia! 
You will need to have read the book (or watched the movie) to be able 
to join in discussion, but you are welcome to drop in and just listen, 
too. We will be reading the books in their Narnia chronological order, 
but you can also just join in for your favorite 
stories! 
 
July 25 - The Magician's Nephew 
August 1 - The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe 
August 8 - The Horse and His Boy 
August 15 - Prince Caspian 
August 22 - The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 
August 29 - The Silver Chair 
September 5 - The Last Battle 
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From the Pastor 

I was so proud of our congregation when we did a survey asking about vaccination status. Over 
90% of the over 200 people who responded said they had been fully vaccinated. It made us feel con-
fident that we could return to in-person worship. Slowly over the summer we’ve brought back all 
of our regular worship practices. We are now receiving communion from the pastors at the rail or 
in front of the altar. We’ve even started passing the peace and the offering plates. The only thing 
left is to bring back the choir, but they typically have a summer recess anyway. We look forward to 
having the choir return in the fall as usual. All of this has been possible because of the faithful deci-
sions our members have made to protect one another by choosing to be vaccinated. 
However, it is clear that the pandemic is not over. If you have not been vaccinated and can be, 
please go get your vaccine. This moment is an opportunity for Christians to lead the way in teach-
ing our world what it looks like to love your neighbor as yourself. In our increasingly secular world 
so many are drifting further toward sinful individualism where they only care about themselves. 
Christians know better. Our Lord Jesus repeatedly taught his disciples that we are to serve our 
neighbor, put others ahead of ourselves, sacrifice for the sake of friend and foe alike. We must 
continue the long fight against sinful individualism that says people are only responsible for them-
selves. As followers of Jesus, we determine how our choices will benefit our neighbor not just our-
selves. We use our freedom not for selfish gain, but for the betterment of the whole world. Getting 
vaccinated is one easy way to follow Jesus’ example of putting others first.  
If you are unable to get vaccinated because of health reasons or you are too young, please continue 
to wear masks when inside the Sanctuary and church building. This is another way to serve your 
neighbor. 
The Delta variant of the coronavirus is troubling for our future. Let us pray that God will protect us 
from the virus and bring an end to the pandemic. Let us continue to pay attention to what God is 
doing through this pandemic. In past pandemics people came out on the other side with all sorts 
of regrets and shame about the way they had behaved. Let’s make decisions now that we will be 
proud of a year or two years from now. I hope the people of First Lutheran will continue to be a 
light to the world showing what it looks like to love your neighbor and worship the Lord. I’m so 
very proud of how this congregation has responded thus far. Keep up the good work! 
                                      -Pastor Travis 
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COPY THAT 
JOHN 15: 12-17 
COMMUNITY 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
 
Today we continue with our sermon series as a part of our BASIC training.  Remember we are exploring Imi-
tation, Imitation of Christ.  What does it mean and what does it look like to imitate Christ?  How are we called 
to love like Christ in our lives? 
 

Three weeks ago, I got to head up to Rainbow Trail for the last few days of Confirmation camp. We had 12 
kids in camp that week, and they ranged from first timers to the well-seasoned.  They would be spending the 
week with 70 other confirmation kids from across the synod, 30+ college- aged staff members, 12ish adult 
leaders, and a handful of other folks that work onsite.  The first things campers do after they check in with the 
nurse is head over to pick their counselors for the week.  It is in this moment that they are absorbed into a 
new community for the week.  They meet their cabin mates and the rest of the village that they will identify 
with for the week.  These are the folks they will do everything with, meals, activities, Bible studies, everything.  
It’s a new community, one they have never experienced before and hopefully, one they will come to trust and 
to appreciate and be friends with throughout the week.  My own kiddo was one of those campers during Con-
firmation camp.  She’s been to Rainbow Trail a several times before, but this time was different because I was-
n’t going to be there all week.  So, after dropping her off on Sunday night, I headed home with a pit in my 
stomach nervous about how the week was going to be for her. I think the departure might have been harder 
on me than on her (especially since when I turned towards her and looked across the grass mall to say good-
bye, she looked at me for a half a second and waved “Bye Mom!”)  I got home Sunday night and proceeded to 
worry about her for the next few days, anxiously waiting for Michaela’s evening text along with all of the oth-
er parents and hoping to see a picture or two that night.  On Thursday morning I got to head back up and 
spend the rest of the week with our kids.  It was a relief to see my own and to my surprise, the first thing she 
said to me was, “Mom, can you go sign my rafting sheet; I need it signed so I can go on the river today.”  
What?  I’m sorry what did you ask me?  You want to go on the river?   
The text today comes from Jesus final night with his disciples.  It’s been a long road with them.  They have 
followed him across Israel, they have seen him in action, they have listened faithfully to his teaching, and now 
they are gathered together again, this time not long before Jesus’ arrest. 
And I wonder how these guys have become Jesus friends?  And what is it that leaves others as mere acquaint-
ances. What is it, do you think? Common values? A shared sense of humor? Just plain history? Is it a similar 
world view? Is it just that you find yourself sharing a common time and place, and it is merely convenient? Or 
is it some combination of any or all of these?  And what would have Jesus’ life looked like if he hadn’t had his 
friends? I mean really, if we all take a moment and think of the communities that we live in, our families, our 
colleagues, our different social or activity groups, our church groups.  How is our daily life different if we  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

don’t have all of these different communities that we live 
into?  This past week we had Vacation Bible School each 
evening here at First.  It was intergenerational with partic-
ipants ranging from 3 years old to 80!  Throughout the 
week I spent some time watching different generations 
navigate their time together and learn from one another. 
We had people that have been coming to First for years 
meet other people they didn’t know that had been coming 
to First for years.  We shared stories over time together in 
the kitchen and around dinner tables or while grabbing 
snacks after our closing time together.  Community was 
forged as we all came together to learn about Jesus, and we 
learned not only through story of scripture, but through 
story of service and life together as children of God. 
Today in our text Jesus calls his disciples 'friends.' In John's 
telling, his criteria for what makes a friend a friend is three
-fold. Jesus' friends, his community, are those who love one 
another.  His friends are not merely servants (although we 
do serve him) because he has pulled us up to a level on par 
with his own. He does not leave us in the dark. Rather, he 
shares what it is he knows from the Father.  Jesus isn’t 
keeping any secrets from us, he shares his gifts and prays 
that in our receiving and observing of all that he shares, we 
in turn will share and pray all the same. Finally, to be Jesus' 
friend means that he chose us to be this.  He chose us to 
live in community with each other, to support one another, 
to put aside that which separates us and find unity with 
one another in the love first offered to us. Indeed, he chose 
us long before we chose him. 
And so I think again of those I call “friend”. If I'm honest, 
my first criteria is not whether they love others, but wheth-
er they love me, and I can find it in myself to love them in 
return. At the same time, I only call “friends'” those whom I 
trust to share what is dearest to my heart, what is truest in 
my understanding --- as Jesus did with his friends. As for 
the choosing? I know it is so that we choose our friends, 
but more often than not, I seem to have come upon them 
by accident or in a common time and place.  
 
This text is full of call and expectation that Jesus is assur-
ing his disciples he has prepared them for. I’m sure they 
are hesitant not knowing if they can really give as Jesus has 
given and are not confident that they can love as the Father 

has loved. Yet the reassurances come in the community 
they have together to live as Jesus taught them, and 
showed them, and lived and experienced with them.  I 
listened to a sermon this week from Dr. James Howell, a 
Methodist preacher in Charlotte, NC, and a preaching 
professor at Duke who reflected on the verse, "As the Fa-
ther has loved me, so have I loved you," sharing that the 
disciples had seen the way the Father loved Jesus.  They 
were dumbfounded by his passionate intimacy with God, 
and they wanted in on that.  But they had also seen what 
issued from that intimacy.  How did the Father love Je-
sus?  He  pushed him out of the comfortable confines of 
heaven down onto earth where, as a baby, Herod tried to 
kill him; the Father sends him into the wilderness for 40 
days under assault by the devil trying to get his claws into 
him; the Father loved him by pressing him into conflict 
with the super pious and with violent bureaucrats who 
plotted to put an end to him; and the Father loved him by 
encircling him with friends who were total knuckle-
heads.  They never "got" what he was about, and they ran 
for the exits when he could have used a few friends.  How 
did the Father love Jesus?  Peril at every turn, demons to 
be cast out, the sick pulling on him, crowds pressing, a 
woman yanking the hem of his garment, no roof over his 
head, and then the worst conceivable end.... 
Dr. Howell went on to say, “We might wish Jesus had said 
something else, like, "As the Father has loved me...well, I 
will spare you all of that; I will love you differently; I will 
let you live on an island of ease and weave a spell of pro-
tection around you." But, no, it seems that Jesus' words of 
love are the same as the Father's; and if we abide in his 
love, we may lose the roof over our heads, we will battle 
devils, people will wrinkle their brow and be totally puz-
zled by our weirdness, we won't get ahead in the world, we 
will be catapulted into serving in daunting places--and 
that is why being loved by Jesus is so good.  It's hard, un-
fathomable, something you have no ability to pull off--but 
you go, and you know the one loving you has been there, 
and it's so hard, which is why it's meaningful.”   
I believe that this is why we don’t go it alone in our faith.  
It’s hard.  Faith is hard, love is hard, trust is hard.  Jesus 
had people to walk the walk with him, and God has given 
us people, too.  When we gather together in worship on 
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Sunday morning, whether here or online, we are a com-
munity together offering praise and thanksgiving to God; 
we are the body of Christ, one in Christ.  And do you know 
what?  That doesn’t leave us when we go in peace to love 
and serve the Lord. This community of faith goes with us 
into the world through the presence of the Holy Spirit and 
through the love of God who always chooses you. 
 
St. Augustine, and early church father is quoted as once 
saying, “Love and do what you will.”  So, it is what we have 
been commanded, that we, brothers and sisters in Christ, 
will love as we have been loved, that this is what it all 
comes down to – love.  The bottom line is not what we 
believe, as if Christianity were about creeds.  It is not even 
whether or not we believe in love.  It is about actually lov-
ing. It’s about hearing and understanding Jesus fully that 
we are to love one another; it’s knowing that love is the 
way that we can be in community with one another de-
spite our differences.  It is the only commandment that 
Jesus gives, the only one: that we love one another. He tells 
us to love one another as he loved us.  Then he goes on to 
talk about how he loved us: by laying down his life for us. I 
will be quick to say this is not Jesus speaking towards a 
martyrdom of our own physical death for the life of others, 
but a recognition or realization or understanding that 
what we do for others; we lay down something of our-
selves.  When our caregivers visit the sick, we lay down 
something of ourselves.  When our youth refuse to bully 
(adults too) and stand up to those who do, we lay down 
something of ourselves.  When we befriend those whom 
others shun when we welcome the refugee, we lay down 
something of ourselves.  When we share of our own short 
supply of food with those who are hungry, we lay down 
something of ourselves.  We lay down our lives.  We put 
our lives on the line.  We love.  This is not always 
easy.  Love is not always a warm fuzzy feeling, love has lots 
of feelings sometimes of sacrifice and of pain, sometimes 
of redemption and joy.  Love is a decision we make every 
day when we get out of bed.  Will I live and love for the 
sake of community today, for the sake of the world?  The 
decision needs to be renewed every day because feelings 
come and go.  Augustine’s advice to love and then do what 
we want is not permission for doing as we please it means 

that when we decide to love, our intentions will always be 
for the benefit of the community and for the welfare of 
others.  We do this freely, not as servants but as the friends 
of Christ that our text calls us to be.  The irony is that while 
we are not selfishly looking out for ourselves, we most 
always benefit in through the grace, mercy and love of 
God, receiving just as we are giving.  
 
The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel lesson offer a way 
forward. Jesus speaks to his disciples one of the last times 
they are together before his death. He is preparing them 
for life without his physical presence. He discusses the 
character of the life that remains connected with him. He 
shares how his community will continue to live forward 
without his physical presence but with all that he has 
shared with them. And it has everything to do with love.  
 
The seemingly simple act of loving one another is often 
very demanding. It asks for sacrifice, forbearance, for-
giveness, empathy, compassion, thoughtfulness, wisdom; 
it asks for time and attention, the most precious, and fleet-
ing, and scarce thing we have.  This gospel lesson is a chal-
lenging passage, calling us to sacrificial love, calling us to a 
love that is shaped after the love Jesus shows for us, calling 
us to a love that seeks nothing in return. This sort of love 
stands in stark contrast to the love that seems to be preva-
lent in society today. Often, these days, love is primarily 
transactional. I express love for someone who will love me 
back. I demonstrate affection for someone who is in a 
position to assist me. I create bonds with someone who 
shares my biases and perspectives. This kind of love may 
provide benefits, but it rarely changes lives. 
Jesus calls us to a different way of loving. A love that is 
rooted in the love God has for Jesus. A love that is rooted in 
the love Jesus has for us. A love that draws us into God’s 
way of seeing and relating to the world around us. A love 
that, ultimately, becomes our source of complete joy and 
community. A love that has the capacity to transform us 
and empower us to become agents of God’s love in this 
broken world for the sake of the gospel. Amen. 
 
               -Pastor Carrie 
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WE NEED YOU TO JOIN THE  
CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH  
MINISTRY TEAM! 
 

We are looking to grow this ministry; will you 
join us? We need people that have a heart for 
service. Not every opportunity in this minis-
try requires a large time commitment or even 
contact with children and teenagers. We also 
need people behind the scenes: planning, 
praying, setting up and cleaning up, as well as 
decorating and getting the word of our 
events out to Colorado Springs.  
 

We also have a new advisory team that we are 
putting together. We would love to gather a 
group of interested people to give their ideas 
and input to the Children’s and Youth Pro-
gram throughout the year. Meetings would 
likely be every other month for an hour or two 
(snacks provided!). We would love to see par-
ents, retirees, and youth. If you have an in-
vestment in this ministry and have a heart for 
the Children’s and Youth Ministry at First 
Lutheran, we want to hear your voice repre-
sented! 
 

Contact  Michaela, michaela@flccs.net, or 
Shelly, shelly@flccs.net, if you are interested. 

July Events 

18-24 - High School Trip to Albuquerque,    
    New Mexico for rising sophomores -  
    graduating seniors 
 

August Events 

7 - Pueblo Reservoir, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., for grades 
  9-12 
8 - High School Senior Send-off in Worship 
8 - Outdoor Attractions at Cave of the Winds,  
  12 - 3 p.m. for grades 6-8  
  Cost*: $27 and money for the snack bar 
20 - Movie Night, 8 - 10 p.m. for grades 6-12 
  Movie TBD by YOU! 
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Grandma Cher is going to 
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 
with our youth the week of 

August 1-7. Please contact her at 
719.447.6064 or cheryl@flccs.net. These are 
the available spots: 
 

• 4 spots  for boys entering grades 2-3 in 
the fall 

• 1 spot for a boy entering 7th or 8th 
grade in the fall 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH IN-PERSON 
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 

Children’s Church will be available at the 9:30 
a.m. service. The pastors will give a  
Children’s Sermon and then excuse the children 
to participate in an activity based on the texts 
for the day. The children will then return just in 
time to take communion with their families. We 
ask that masks be worn by all participants and 
volunteers of this program. 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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BECOME INVOLVED 
Training 

READING PLAN  
    WEEKS 29 
Week 29:  The People of God (July 16) 
196 Matthew 6: 25-34         Seek God’s Kingdom 
197 Galatians 2: 11-21         Christ Lives in Me 
198 Galatians 3: 21-29         Equality in Christ 
199 Galations 5: 13-25         Walk by the Spirit 
200 Ephesians 2: 1-10          Saved by Grace 
201 Ephesians 3: 14-21        Rooted in Love 
202 Ephesians 5: 1-20          Imitators of God 
 
Week 30:  Christ, Our High Priest (July 23) 
203 Psalm 100: 1-5                Enduring Love 
204 Hebrews 2: 9-18            Our High Priest 
205 Hebrews 4: 1-4            God Promises Rest 
206 Hebrews 6: 1-12            Hope to the End 
207 Hebrews 8: 1-13            A New Covenant 
208 Hebrews 10: 11-25        Assurance of Faith 
209 Hebrews 13: 1-16           The Constant Christ 

COLORADO SPRINGS  
PIONEER MUSEUM TOUR 
Tuesday, August 17, 2021 
Meet at the church at 9:30 a.m.; 10:00 a.m. tour 
 

Colorado Springs is turning 150 years old this year!  
The Pioneer Museum is having a special COS@150 
exhibit.  We will have an introduction in their Divi-
sion 1 Courtroom then take a self-guided tour 
through the COS@150 - Exploring Colorado Springs 
Story Through Objects exhibit. The museum has cho-
sen to examine 150 objects, illuminating 150 stories, 
exploring 150 years.  The stories in the gallery are 
organized ten per decade.  Bring your phone as you 
are invited to open the QR codes to explore more 
information at each story. 
Where will we have lunch?  It is FOOD TRUCK 
TUESDAY at the museum; take your pick!  Please 
bring your own camping/beach type chair which will 
be stored in the van during the tour.  If you do not 
have a chair, a folding chair will be provided by FLC 
on the east side of the museum.   
Space is limited.  We can take 45 in our buses and 60 
total visitors if some drive on their own.  The tour is 
free, but please bring a $5 per person donation to the 
museum.  There will be an online opportunity to 
sign up https://bit.ly/3ri54Ck ,  as well as an iPad 
sign up at all Sunday services.  You can, of course, 
call the church at 719.632.8836 to sign up as well.   
 
The deadline to sign up is August 11. 

https://bit.ly/3ri54Ck
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                   READING AND RESPONDING TO YOUR 
                      EMAIL IS CRITICAL! 
 

              The best way to help in the process of assigning 60+ volunteers for each  
             Sunday is to read and respond promptly to your email invitations. 
            Based on input from “Time and Talent” surveys completed since 3/1/2021, I send 
          out email invitations to fill each needed volunteer position. 
         The invitation clearly states what you are being asked to do with the date and time. AS 
       SOON AS YOU READ THE EMAIL, PLEASE DO THE FOLLOWING: 
       1.   Look at your calendar to see if you have other plans that day. 

    2.   Click the BLUE “Respond to Request” and when the next screen opens, 
    3.   Hit the RED “Decline” or GREEN “Accept”. 

 
That’s it! I will do the rest. If you decline, I invite someone else. If you accept, you get reminder emails 
one week and one day before your assignment. Depending on the volunteer position, detailed instruc-
tions are emailed to you and available at church on Sunday. 

DINNER FOR 
EIGHT 
 
We are pleased to 
bring back our “Dinner For Eight” program for 
2021/2022! Enjoy Christian fellowship over 
good food in the homes of friends old and new. 
Groups of eight people (couples and/or singles) 
gather for one dinner a month over the course 
of four months (September, October, January, 
and February). The host provides the entrée 
while the remaining participants provide the 
side dishes and dessert. What a great way to 
connect with other members of First Lutheran! 

SE WOMEN OF ELCA RETREAT 
PRESENTS STIRRING OF THE SPIRIT  
 

by Pastor Barb Lemke of Bethel Lutheran Church 
in Aurora, Colorado 
Saturday, August 28, 2021 
8:30 - 4:30,  
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (west door), 
4720 Galley Rd, Colorado Springs 80915 
 
To help you prepare for discussions, please use 
the following link to take the ELCA Spiritual 
Gifts questionnaire before our retreat: 
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-
Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/
Assessment-Tools 
 

Registration forms are at the Welcome Desk. 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

on this trail.  Bring a sack lunch.  (5 miles round 
trip; rated moderate)  
 

Please email Cheryl Mahon at cheryl@flccs.net if 
you'd like to join. Note:  A reminder will be sent to 
you prior to each hike.  Please "reply" by e-mail to 
"sign up." 

TRAIL TREKKERS 
       MEETS ON THURSDAY 
MORNINGS 

Meet at 8 a.m. 
 
July 22 – Rainbow Gulch – Rampart Reservoir 
Meet in the Safeway parking lot, 3275 W. Colo. 
Ave., southeast corner 
 
The trail follows a stream through woodland 
and meadow leading down to Rampart Reser-
voir, one of the most scenic lakes in the foot-
hills of Colorado Springs.  The hike will also 
take us along the southern edge of the reservoir 
through the Waldo Canyon burn area.  Wild-
flowers and mushrooms may be profuse.  We’ll 
have lunch on the trail.   
5½ miles; moderately easy.  
 
NOTE CHANGE:  July 29 - Putney Gulch to 
Horsethief Park - south of Divide 
Directions:  Meet in the Safeway parking lot, 
3275 W. Colo. Ave., southeast corner 
 

This trail winds slowly through the mixed-
growth forest to a tall-grass meadow and a 
creek……on to Horsethief Park, where hikers 
will be rewarded with a stunning view of  
Sentinel Peak. Mushrooms are often abundant 

Photo Directory Pictures will resume being 
taken on July 25, August 1, 8, and 15. 
 
 Use the link below to sign up: 
https://bit.ly/3hzB1T7 
 
THESE SESSIONS ARE FOR NEW PICTURES 
ONLY, NOT FOR RETAKES. 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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A PLACE TO TALK  

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNW
Zsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing security, 
so you need this)  Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

A CHRISTMAS RING 
    HANDBELL CONCERT 
COME ENJOY THE SOUND OF  
    CHRISTMAS IN JULY.  
 

Handbell ringers from local churches, includ-
ing First Lutheran Church, will present a fun 
concert of Christmas carols at Acacia Park in 
downtown Colorado Springs on Sunday, July 
25.  The concerts are free and will be presented 
at 2:15 and 3:15 p.m.  The concert will be di-
rected by nationally known handbell composer 
and clinician, Kevin McChesney. 

There will no “A Place to Talk” Zoom 
meetings in August. The group will 
resume in September. 

 9:00 10:30 12:00 Location 

8/15/2021 How to Set Up 
Communion 

How to Clean Up 
Communion 

How to Clean Up 
Communion 

Gathering Place 
Kitchen 

8/22/2021 
How to Serve as 

Communion Assis-
tant 

How to Serve as 
Communion Assis-

tant 

How to Serve as 
Communion Assis-

tant 
Sacristy 

8/29/2021 
How to Serve as an 

Usher 
How to Serve as an 

Usher 
How to Serve as an 

Usher 

Alcove between 
Gathering Place and 

Narthex 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR AUGUST 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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WORSHIP  
Online Worship is now live 
streamed at 9:30 a.m. 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
As we transition out of the pandemic and re-
sume worship in the Sanctuary our schedule 
of weekly worship opportunities has changed.  
 
Here is the current schedule: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30, and 11  
a.m.  

• Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

• Wednesday Night LIGHT Outdoor & Live 
Stream worship, 7 p.m. 

 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 
9:30 a.m., Fireside Room 

FINDING 
YOUR 
PLACE IN 
GOD’S 
FAMILY 
 

Sunday, August 1,  noon, Fireside Room (lunch 
included) - Introduction 
Sunday, August 15, noon, Fireside Room (lunch 
included) - Lutheranism 101 
 
Anyone who would like to explore membership 
at First Lutheran is invited to join one or both 
of our new member gatherings. The first meet-
ing introduces you to our pastors and staff. 
They will share about the work and ministry of 
our congregation. The second meeting in-
cludes an overview of Christian faith from the 
Lutheran perspective.  
The service of inclusion will be Sunday, August 
22 during the 9:30 a.m. live-streamed service. If 
you will not be present on this day, you may be 
received in absentia. 
 

Please email cheryl@flccs.net if you will be  
attending one or both gatherings or are inter-
ested in sponsoring a new member. 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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MAKING CHANGES TO  
ONLINE GIVING 
 

With the new First Lutheran app we will be 
transitioning to a new online giving platform 
that has lower processing fees and is more 
streamlined with our database. If you currently 
give online, especially if you’ve set up automatic 
giving, please take a moment to transition to 
this new platform. You can set it up using the 
church app or by going to the Give section of 
our website www.flccs.net/give. 

PRAYER VENTURES  
• Give thanks that God is attentive to our pray-

ers, hearing our cries for help, comfort and 
renewal and our expressions of joy, mourn-
ing, praise and thanksgiving.  

 

• Ask God to bless and equip newly elected syn-
od bishops as they live into their leadership 
and ministry responsibilities; give thanks for 
the help and encouragement they receive 
from leaders and members of their synods, 
who have also responded to God’s call. 

 

• Give thanks to God for the gift of freedom we 
enjoy in our nation. Pray that we will use that 
freedom thoughtfully and responsibly, work-
ing for justice and equity to liberate our 
neighbors—here and around the world—who 
are oppressed or excluded. 

 

•  Praise God for calling, equipping and en-
trusting us to do God’s work in the world. 
Pray for strength, boldness and wisdom to 
proclaim the gospel, overcome obstacles and 
hesitance, engage others in conversations 
and questions about faith, and serve our 
neighbors in need. 

 
• Ask the Spirit to grant us wisdom and insight 

as we help children and youth recover and 
learn from the pandemic and its social isola-
tion. Pray that they will experience healing 
and wholeness through interacting with 
peers and adults; enjoying play, school and 
community activities; and returning to their 
faith communities to rejoin their siblings in 
Christ. 

COMING IN AUGUST 

http://www.flccs.net/give
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July 25 
Phyllis Bartel 
Joan Bennett 
Gary Bradley 
Gregory Callan 
Jim Hattersley 
Bridger Nelson 
Cheryl Stokes 
Susan Weeks 
 
July 26 
Laura Galido 
Hannah McIntyre 
Jacob Miller 
Marlyn Peet 
Sheryl Phipps 
 
July 27 
Gabriel Anspach 
Suzanne DuBois 
Erich Frey 
Christina Henry 
Marilynn Knutson 
Sharon Lundby 
Lori Smith 

July 28 
Emily Heavner 
Diane Heinemann 
Sam Norton 
Adam Truex 
 
July 29 
Tana Beall 
Ursula Hosford 
Austin Truex 
 
July 30 
Jan Gregg 
Judy Haller 
Mary Peet 
Dave Rose 
Katelyn Scism 
 
July 31 
Jane Astor 
Arlene Avischious 
Gary Ediger 
Michael Ellis 
Laura Sokol 
Isabel Winegar 

July 25 
Brian & Amanda Goff - 6 years 
Eric & Elisa Wicks - 20 years 
 
July 26 
Ritchie & Linda Loflin - 24 years 
 
July 27 
Dave & Karen Weesner - 47 years 
 
July 28 
Al Hassebrock & Jan Gregg - 14 years 
Craine & Jocelyn Runton - 11 years 
 
July 29 
Marcus & Sarah Lehmkuhl - 20 years 
Chad Peterson & Pastor Ruth Hetland - 20 years 
 
July 30 
Sarah Jane & Charley Orcutt - 54 years 
Dave & Kathy Peterson - 55 years 
Michael & Gigi Podczervinski - 16 years 
 
July 31 
Dave & Tracy Christensen - 22 years 
Rob & Molly Ketchell - 27 years 
Lara & Samuel Stern - 23 years 

Happy birthday  
to  

Arlene Avischious 
who will be 90 on July 31. 

Congratulations! 
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Beth Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Ruth Balstad & Family 
Jacque Bokelman 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Robert Buchanan 
Eugene Burklund 
Jim & Vicky Clark & Family 
Mary Alice Clark 
Leslie Crowley 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Mark Delay & Family 
Cori Gibson 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Terri Hageforn 
Holly Hawkins & Family 
Jim Head 
Jutta Heberer 
Linda Herpin 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Marianne Hill 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Judi Holtzen 
Judy Horms 
Ron Huston  
Shirley Jensen 
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Mary Alice 
Jay McCoy 
Frances Meese 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Debra Mills 
Lucille Moe 
Kevin Todd Morgan 
Meredith Morse 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Scott Offerman 
Patty O'Halloran 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Grasmick 
JR Edmunds 
Maureen Ploederer 
Laura Porter 
Zach Porter 
The Lenice Presthus family 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Connie Rowton 
Ethel Rygiel 
Marcia Scarbourough 
Roger Schomber 
Doris L. Scott 
Ron Scott 
Chuck & Lenora Simmons 
Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson  
Marie Vicars 
Jim Underwood 
Susan Warden 
Lynn Whaley 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

FLO PRITZ 
A memorial service will be  

in First Lutheran’s Sanctuary  
on Friday, July 23 at 11 a.m. 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

SANDY MARTIN 
A memorial service will be  

in First Lutheran’s Sanctuary  
on Friday, July 30 at 11 a.m. 
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