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We are happy to welcome you to Kids Kamp this summer! It won’t look like 
years past. All children will need to wear masks and will stay in small socially-
distanced groups, but we will have crafts, games, and snacks! Sign-In at the 
Columbarium. 
 
 
 July 20th will be all about creation. We will have seven stations each with 

their own creative twist on the biblical story, 9-11 am. 
 
 July 27th is WATER DAY! We will have the small pools, bounce houses, and 

bubbles out, 9-11 am. 
 
We hope you will join us for some safe summer fun! 
 
Please sign up to let us know you are coming, by emailing michaela@flccs.net 
or carrie@flccs.net . 
Come with sunscreen on, and on water day wear your swimsuit and bring 
your own towel in a plastic shopping bag. 

mailto:michaela@flccs.net
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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From the Pastor 

We’re finishing up the Messy Middle sermon 
series this week, but unfortunately, we are still 
firmly in the middle of this pandemic as well 
as so many other things in our lives and in our 
world. I’m not sure if anything is clearer now 
than it was a month ago. Infections are on the 
rise, as are hospitalizations and deaths, and it 
seems the latter two will get worse this week. 
Debates are raging about whether to open 
schools in a couple of weeks and how to do 
that safely. There’s disappointment that our 
country has lagged behind other countries in 
the world in confronting this virus. That’s not 
a position we’re used to being in. It’s still hard 
to know who to trust, and what messengers 
are bringing the truth and not pushing anoth-
er agenda. We still are holding on to the prom-
ise of a vaccine, but even on that front there 
are varying voices. Some say we’ll have it by 
December. Others say there’s a chance that it 
will take longer, years even. All this is to say 
we are in the messy middle.  
 
I’ve enjoyed looking at the lives of some God’s 
people as recorded in the Old Testament. Jo-
seph experiencing slavery, Moses leading a 
rebellious people, Joshua calling for commit-
ment to God alone, Job remaining faithful in 
the midst of enormous personal loss, David 
showing self-restraint and patience, Jonah 
learning obedience and Jeremiah holding firm 
to telling an unpopular truth. These people 

experienced the uncertainty of the Messy  
Middle. They weren’t perfect in their response, 
but they lived in the messy middle with God and 
taught us how to be people of faith.  
I’m praying for you, people of God at First Lu-
theran. I’m praying that God will guide you in 
the decisions you have to make during this 
time. I’m praying that God will strengthen you 
as you endure the hardships and isolation and 
loneliness many are experiencing. I’m praying 
God will show you your purpose and mission 
and give you a ministry to perform. I’m praying 
God will challenge you and comfort you as 
needed.  
 
Even if we are physically apart, we are not 
alone. We are together as a community of faith 
in spirit. Keep calling, writing notes and pray-
ing for each other. God will see us through.  
 
                -Pastor Travis 



THE MESSY MIDDLE  

Cont. p. 4 

Jonah 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
 
I feel like I’ve hit a wall of indecision.  Is it okay to leave the house, or should we continue to quaran-
tine? Can we see friends and family for a little bit or is it too risky if we don’t know who else they have 
seen? Is it okay if we’re outside; can I let my guard down a little bit? If we’re outside, do we still need a 
mask? Can I keep working at home or should I be in the office? Will my kids go back to school in the 
fall or should we keep them home to do school online? Can we worship outside in person, or should 
we continue to focus online? Can we ride the momentum of change in the systemic racism in our 
country, or will it fade away again? The questions and the choices that we face every day are exhaust-
ing. Somedays I just want to pack it up and head to the beach…but again…is it safe to travel, or should 
we just stay home. The questions never end. All of this seemed much easier when we had the simple 
direction to just stay home, I’m not saying everyone loved it, but it was definitive if nothing else. Yet 
just like Jonah, we all have to decide which choices to live by and how those affect our neighbors 
around us. 
 
Jonah had clear instructions from God. God told him, “Go at once to Ninevah, the great city and cry 
out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me.” You see the people of Ninevah were As-
syrians in the North; they were a threat to tiny Israel and often described as cruel and bloodthirsty.  
These were people who celebrated their own cruelty with monuments lifting up the torture and 
slaughter of people who opposed them, people they labeled as being less than they were.  God wanted 
to send Jonah to Ninevah so he could cry out against the people, tell them the message of the Lord, 
share that God was going to be coming for them.  But Jonah didn’t seem to want to warn them. Per-
haps he felt that they had what was coming to them, or more likely Jonah knew that God was merci-
ful, and if the people repented, God would only act in mercy and spare them.  Jonah is an interesting 
character in all of this. As I read through this book again, (You should, too. It’s short, only four chap-
ters) I was reminded that Jonah is sometimes difficult to identify with. He is called by God to go to 
Ninevah and flees almost as quickly as he can in the opposite direction. It’s not that he just doesn’t 
want to get stuck in the midst of his enemies, it’s that he doesn’t want to have any part in providing 
them with the mercy and justice that God is presenting as an opportunity. See, God loves his people, 
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for the altar call. Jonah should be ecstatic or at least 
relieved that a hated enemy had come to the Lord. But 
no! We are told in the last chapter that Jonah found the 
whole turn of events to be "very displeasing." Funny that 
when reading this in preparation, I learned that the 
Hebrew root of "displeasing" is the same word used 
back in the first chapter to describe Nineveh's 
"wickedness." The repetition presses the question: who 
is the evil party now? 
And the answer is clear -- it is Jonah, who gives himself 
away when he explains why he originally fled to Tar-
shish. It was not because he feared the brutal Assyrians 
in Ninevah. Rather, it was because he knew that God is 
"gracious . . . merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love." It is clear that Jonah knows God well! 
But it is equally clear that Jonah does not like God's way 
of doing things. So, in perhaps what is the most jarring 
of ideas in the Old Testament, Jonah's affirmation of 
God's gracious, merciful, and steadfastly loving charac-
ter is followed immediately by a request that amounts 
to this, "So, kill me!"  Jonah would rather be dead than 
see his enemy receive the same mercy that he himself 
had received from God. 
 
Exactly what he had feared might happen was coming 
true.  God saved them just as he had saved Jonah! How 
could this be, why would God treat them as though they 
were the same?  And this is where I think we land in the 
messy middle. Sometimes God is calling us to act justly, 
love mercy and walk humbly in ways that go beyond our 
comfort zone. We might believe that we are doing all of 
those things, but until all of God’s people, who were 
created in his image, are treated justly, with mercy and 
love, we have work to do. God is waiting for us; he is 
waiting for us to repent; he is waiting for us to listen to 
his call and to serve alongside those who we might feel 
are  our enemies.     
While Jonah himself had been the recipient of God's 
grace, and while the people of Israel were continually 
forgiven by God, Jonah, the Israelite prophet, cannot 
even begin to imagine that God's grace might extend to 

all his people, and he wants mercy and justice for them. 
Jonah doesn’t want to get involved with this and in-
stead gets onboard a ship headed to Tarshish. The ship 
hits rough seas. Jonah feels this is an act of God, per-
haps punishing him for not following his direction. The 
crew throws him overboard, and the seas immediately 
calm. Jonah is swallowed up by a big fish and lives in-
side of the fish for three days. Jonah was able to spare 
the men on the boat their lives by having himself 
thrown over. He was prepared to place death upon 
himself rather than go and proclaim God’s word to his 
enemies.  While Jonah was in the belly of the fish, he 
offered a prayer of thanksgiving to God, a psalm crying 
that deliverance belongs to the Lord. The Lord then 
spoke to the fish and coughed Jonah back up.   
 
At this point Jonah receives his second chance. God is 
again telling him to go to Ninevah and proclaim to the 
people “the message that I tell you.” So, this time Jonah 
goes and he proclaims to the people, “Forty days more, 
and Ninevah shall be overthrown.” The people hear his 
message, the king hears his message, and they come to 
believe God. The king calls for them to change their evil 
ways and from the violence that is in their hands. This 
is done in the hope that God will relent and change his 
mind so they will not perish.  God indeed sees their 
change and does not bring calamity upon them. 
How do you suppose that our friend Jonah felt about 
this change of heart? These people were his enemies, 
they were a threat to Israel. He had avoided them once 
and when meeting his own struggle, stuck in the belly 
of a fish, he went (albeit reluctantly, I would imagine) 
when God sent him a second time.   
 
One might reasonably conclude that Jonah would be 
overjoyed at the incredibly positive response to his pro-
phetic mission, one would think Jonah would be ecstat-
ic. After all, he’s the only really successful prophet in the 
whole Bible. He has brought about a mass conversion 
that Billy Graham could only aspire to. Every inhabitant 
of the city, human and animal alike, has come forward 

Sermon, cont. from p. 4 
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"the other," especially not to the hated Assyrians. So, 
four times in this last chapter of Jonah he expresses the 
wish to die rather than to "forgive those who trespass 
against us." Of course, Jonah's opposition to God's grace 
is not unusual. Jonah's response anticipates the older 
brother in the parable of the Prodigal Son; it anticipates 
the workers hired first in the Parable of the Workers in 
the Vineyard, and perhaps it anticipates those of us who 
still find it extremely difficult to follow Jesus' eminently 
clear and straightforward admonition to "love your ene-
mies". 
The Book of Jonah ends with a question that Jonah does 
not answer, and this open-ended conclusion effectively 
suggests that the question is now ours to answer. Will 
we do any better than Jonah when it comes to resisting 
the pervasive and persistent temptation to restrict the 
scope of God's concern to us and to our kind of people? 
 
In good faith, we follow where we hear God’s call; we go 
to the city, or the suburb, or to small town and rural 
America, and we are prepared to bring God’s word to 
that place, and what we find is that God is already there 
before us. We find that no people, and no place, not even 
Nineveh, can properly be called God-forsaken. Often, of 
course, that lesson is hard to learn. An old seminary 
professor tells a story of a pastor whose first call was in 
a small-town parish. The council president in that par-
ish was a very, very difficult woman who tried to sabo-
tage him at every turn. He tried, he really did. He 
prayed for her. He visited her and attempted to recon-
cile with her. He prayed and prayed, and finally one day 
he started singing (to the tune of “Bind Us Together, 
Lord”): “Bind her and gag her, Lord, bind her and gag 
her with cords that cannot be broken … ” It is a prayer 
Jonah himself might have prayed. 
 
As we live further and further into this messy middle, 
we would be wise to remember that God calls us to sur-
prising, even ridiculous things. You might think, “I 
don’t blame Jonah.” In fact, I don’t think Jonah’s re-
sponse to the call to Ninevah is surprising at all. He was 

appalled by the nature of the people of Nineveh. Jonah 
certainly had a right to be confused over such a com-
mand. But what Jonah didn’t seem to remember in this 
first call is that God journeys with us, even in our stub-
born rebellion and outright unwillingness to see others 
through God’s eyes. Through the rough seas and then 
in the belly of the fish, God was with Jonah, showing 
him mercy even as he had disobeyed God.  Jonah is 
then shown a second opportunity as, “The word of the 
LORD came to Jonah a second time”. Upon hearing 
God’s command, this time Jonah obeys with prompt-
ness. The difference between Jonah’s first and second 
responses is in stark contrast with the experience of 
Jonah in between those episodes. If we see God’s com-
passion to Nineveh as surprising, perhaps we should 
view his second chance to Jonah as equally surprising. 
 
God’s love is extraordinary. God proves to act in com-
passion and longsuffering to both the people in Nine-
veh and to Jonah. With both, there is redemption. 
God’s offering to both Jonah and the people in Ninevah 
is eventually met with an appropriate response. Jonah 
is decisively obedient to God and boldly obeys in the 
city of his enemy. With Nineveh, the people obey with 
deep repentance. 
 
 The book of Jonah suggests that Hebrews, the people 
of Israel with whom Jonah identifies, and the people of 
Ninevah, the Assyrians, might have more in common 
than initially perceived. More than the worldly antago-
nism, both are created in the image of God and have a 
rightful longing of fellowship with the Creator. The 
book of Jonah reminds us that God’s knowledge is be-
yond us and his acts of love, mercy and justice are ex-
tensive beyond our imaginations. Hopefully, the 
church can find a way to emulate those same acts. 
Amen. 
               -Pastor Carrie 
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A PLACE TO 
TALK 
 
An online community 
10am on Thursday 
mornings via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/
j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 
 
While we are not gathering at the church, we 
continue to try to find ways to bring people 
together.  This is Thursday morning group is 
the online community of the “Growing Old 
Gracefully” group. It is led by Pastor Maertens, 
Pastor Anderson & Jan, and Dr. David Fenell. 
We invite you to grab a cup of coffee and join 
in this conversation.  We know it isn’t quite 
the same as gathering around the coffee and 
cookies at church but you might be surprised 
how similar it is and how much you’ll enjoy 
that second cup of coffee in the morning with 
your church friends!  If you have any ques-
tions about the group or the technology to ac-
cess it, please call Pastor Carrie at 703-587-
5636 or drop her an email at carrie@flccs.net. 
Look forward to seeing you online! 
 
 
 

COVID - A GIFT 
OF FREEDOM? 

The original purpose of "A Place to Talk" was a 
platform to continue the conversation of Joan 
Chittister's book, The Gift of Years. COVID diverted 
the conversation, and we discussed life under 
COVID. We addressed topics like loneliness, deal-
ing with stress and anxiety, and health issues re-
lated to elders. We also wanted it to be a place 
where people could socialize and discuss issues 
that concern them. Our conversation inspired two 
programs, "Wayfarer," a support group for women 
who have experienced the death of their husbands 
organized by Marlis Olson and "Mom," a support 
ground for mothers hosted by Pastor Carrie and 
Michaela Eskew. Information about these groups 
will appear in the Ekklesia. 

"A Place to Talk" will always be a space where peo-
ple can talk about subjects of concern to them. 
However, I would like to pick up where we left off 
in The Gift of Years and use them for discussion in 
"A Place to Talk." The topic is “Freedom”, pgs. 107-
111. 

The freedom Joan Chittister, talks about is not the 
freedom to lead a wild and lawless life, but the 
freedom to throw off all the social stereotypes and 
expectations placed on us and be who we truly are. 
For example, my first wife, Ruth Ann, wanted to 
follow in her father's footsteps and become a phy-
sician and was told no, men became doctors, 
women nurses. When she was a sophomore in 
college, she thought about the Episcopal priest-
hood. She was told only men could be priests. 
However, she could become a nun. Ruth Ann be-
came a French teacher because teaching was an 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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FIRST LUTHERAN 
MOM'S GROUP 
 
Did Pastor Maerten's piece 
in last week's Ekklesia on 
"Mom rage" really hit a chord 
with you, too? As a mom of 
two little ones, I feel the so-
cial isolation and stress that this pandemic has 
put on an already hard situation. That hard 
situation is parenthood. It was never the easi-
est job, though at times is very rewarding, but 
now it has gotten even harder. I would love to 
lead fellow moms in a weekly or bi-weekly 
Zoom conversation to just vent to one another, 
share stories, and lift each other up in this 
time of trial. If you are interested, please email 
me at michaela@flccs.net. If we get enough 
response, I will post times and details in the 
Ekklesia next week! 

acceptable role for women. After Elizabeth, our 
youngest child was in fifth grade, Ruth Ann went 
back to school, earned a Master's in Social Work, 
and became a Psychiatric Social Worker fulfilling 
her natural gift as a healer. 

Chittister writes, "Freedom in later years is the ex-
emption from having to live a standard-brand life. 
I no longer have to ‘fit in’ to all the conventional 
wisdom, to the company policies and politics and 
political positions." 

True freedom is the right to be me, rather than 
someone else, or something that someone else 
wanted me to be. It is when we decided to be true 
to ourselves that the liberation of the soul begins. I 
can become something new. 

Chittister reminds us that we have the right to ex-
plore new ideas, to think new thoughts we did not 
learn at home, the ones we have never dared to ad-
mit in public. We can even begin to think about 
God for ourselves. Our answers will not be like any-
one else's, but they will be closer to our hearts. 

Finally, we are now free to become involved in life 
in ways we never did before. We can measure our 
thoughts against our life experiences and try new 
things and add new ideas to the old ideas that have 
controlled our lives for so long. We are free to go 
where the Spirit leads us! 

COVID is forcing us to think and act in new ways. 
Perhaps hidden behind our fear of COVID is also a 
gift of freedom. 

             -Pastor Maertens    
           hhmaertens @ msn.com 

NEW MEMBER CLASS BY ZOOM 
 
Anyone who would like to explore member-
ship at First Lutheran is invited to join our 
new member class by Zoom on Sunday, July 
26 at 2 pm.  You will meet with the pastors 
and staff about the work and ministry of our 
congregation along with us getting to know 
you.   

We will also meet by Zoom for a Lutheran 101 
class on Sunday, August 2, at 2 pm along with 
a Welcome to First Lutheran by Zoom on 
Tuesday, August 4, at 7 pm. Please email Mar-
cia Foret, Director of Lay Ministries at  
marcia@flccs.net if you would to participate, 
and she will email you the Zoom information. 

mailto:michaela@flccs.net
mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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Middle school youth group is at 4 pm every 
Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 

 High school youth group is at 5 pm every 
Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

RAINBOW TRAIL AT HOME 
www.rtlcathome.org 
 
This summer is looking pretty different for most of the world and outdoor ministry is no exception.  
Rainbow Trail has moved at least the first four weeks of summer programming to an online format 
and all day camp/vacation Bible school programming. So, while this means they don’t have kids on-
site yet, they are still doing a camp program that you can follow along with at home!  They are also not 
sending out teams to do Vacation Bible School this summer.  They are keeping staff onsite through-
out the summer, to limit the possibility of exposure to the coronavirus.  They are offering resources 
online for you at www.rtlcathome.org  Check it out and find a way to incorporate a little camp into 
your week. 
 
What does this mean for VBS at First Lutheran?  Well, right now it means we won’t be gathering for a 
whole week of activities together, but are planning to have a some fun days where we can gather out-
side for a few hours for devotions, highs & lows and lots of fun (think games & water day!)  Please 
keep an eye on the Ekklesia and the blog for announcements about some safe and distanced ways that 
we can gather together for fun in God’s great creation! 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
http://www.rtlcathome.org
http://www.rtlcathome.org
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HELP US CREATE ONLINE WORSHIP 
 
Each week we’ll be creating a video for online 
worship and send it out on Sunday mornings. 
We need your help. Send us your “And Also With 
You” response for the sharing of the peace. Hold 
your phone horizontally and take the video and 
then email it to theresa@flccs.net. Each week 
we’ll include some of those videos in our wor-
ship experience. We’d also love to see how you 
are worshipping; send us a picture of your fami-
ly gathering for worship each week.  
Remember you can always find our videos at 
www.flccs.net. They are also on YouTube; just 
search for First Lutheran Colorado Springs. 
There are some great videos from the past as 
well as our audio sermons there to catch up on, 
too.  

WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server. 
We do not drop anyone off our database list 
unless asked. 

HOLY 
COMMUNION 
 
Communion will be 
held twice in July on the 15th and 29th at 9 am, 
11 am, and 7 pm (note  changes in time).  
You may sign up by emailing Marcia, on the 
Sunday Connection Card, the Communion 
sign-up on the website or by calling the church 
at 719.632.8836. 

CONNECTION CARD 
 

Please remember to complete the 
Connection Card after you have watched 
the weekly church services. This 
information is recorded weekly in the 
church records that you attended the 
service.  

mailto:theresa@flccs.net?subject=videos
http://www.flccs.net
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UPDATED PANDEMIC POLICY FOR AUGUST 2020 
 
Because First Lutheran has such a high percentage of members who are in a high-risk category for suffering 
dire consequences if they contract the coronavirus, we will be conservative and cautious about any future 
decision regarding indoor worship services. We will typically follow the guidance of the CDC and the State 
of Colorado Health Department. In addition, we will consider El Paso County variances to determine if they 
are appropriate for our cautious approach. El Paso County is currently (July 14) experiencing “high” corona-
virus spread, an increase over the previous two weeks https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/incidence-
epidemic-curve. 

 
FIRST LUTHERAN POLICY FOR AUGUST 2020 IN CONVERSATION WITH STATE AND COUNTY GUIDANCE 
 

1. The current status of Colorado is Level 2 “Safer at Home and in the Vast Great Outdoors” 
  A.  Avoid Gatherings indoors that exceed 10 people 
  B.  Maintain 6 feet of physical distance 
  C. Wear masks 
2.  The next phase is Level 3 “Protect Our Neighbor”  
  A.  All activities allowed at 50% pre-pandemic capacity 
  B.  No more than 500 people in one setting 
  C. Maintain 6 feet of physical distance 
3.  First Lutheran will be cautious.  
 A. Continue Outdoor and Online Worship. No indoor worship services. 
 B. Host funerals and weddings indoors using the variance for El Paso County as guidance. No more 
  than 50 people, physically distanced, masked. No receptions. Encourage outdoor funerals and  
  weddings. 
 C. Allow small groups of 10 or fewer to meet indoors. Groups up to 250 people can meet outdoors.  
 D. All meetings both indoors and outdoors will require participants to maintain 6 feet of physical 
  distancing and wear masks. 
 E. Continue to make decisions on a monthly basis, adjusting policy according to new data and 
  recommendations from health experts 
4. First Lutheran pursues its mission. 
  A. We will be creative and forward thinking willing to experiment and adjust frequently in order to 
   pursue our mission to “Equip our Members to become fully committed followers of Jesus”.  
  B. Rather than passively waiting for this to be over so we can return to normal, we will be active in   

  developing ministry strategies for the current situation and take advantage of the opportunities it 
  presents. 

  C.  We will use the outdoors for worship, groups, kids’ ministry and other community building  
   ministries. 
  D. We will use all the digital tools in our toolbox to pursue our mission including Zoom, YouTube,  

 Facebook, Email, Website and other social media. 
 
*We will be optimistic and open-minded to new ideas and ways of doing ministry. 
*Above all we will seek guidance from the Holy Spirit! 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/incidence-epidemic-curve
https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/incidence-epidemic-curve
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/news/news-release/2020/colorado-department-of-public-health-and-environment-approves-comprehensive
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CfmeRe3-WG1j_e9wBwOMl2eIITPXAJIv/view
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/news/news-release/2020/colorado-department-of-public-health-and-environment-approves-comprehensive


   11 

 

EVENING MEN’S GROUP 
 
This small group  is meeting again on Thursday 
evenings from 7– 8:30 pm in Joseph’s Workshop. 
All are welcome! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through July 14:  
                $1,035,508.00 
Year to Date  Income through July 14:      
                 $ 949,696.60 
Amount behind for the year:  $    85,811.40 
                 

WOODCARVERS 
 
The Woodcarving group 
will meet Wednesdays, from 7 - 9 pm in 
Joseph’s Workshop. They will meet weekly 
from now on. 

ZOOM STEP BY STEP 
 

Step #1: Download Zoom. 
In your web browser, enter 

the URL 
https://zoom.us/download 
Download “Zoom Client for Meetings”. 

 

Step #2: Open Zoom. 
Double click on the Zoom icon on that 

should appear on your desktop at the 
end of the download. It is a blue icon 
with a white video camera within. 

 

Step #3: Join Meeting. 
Once you have opened the Zoom applica-

tion, find the icon that says “Join” and 
click it. 

You will now be prompted to enter the 
“Zoom ID”. You can find this number 
attached to the back end of the URL you 
were sent on the invitation. For exam-
ple, if your invitation has a code like 
https://zoom.us/j/209858456 you would 
enter the nine numbers that appear on 
the tail end of the link. https://zoom.us/
j/209858456. This is the “meeting ID”. 

 
Final Step: “Join with Audio”. 

Once you have successfully entered the 
“Meeting ID” it will link you to the video 
chat. In the case that it asks you if you 
would like to “join with Audio”, select 
“YES”.  

 

THANK YOU! 
 

Many thanks to all the members of First 
Lutheran Church. Your prayers, cards and 
phone calls to our family are greatly 
appreciated. I’m sure that John is now in 
heaven. God bless you all! 
 

  Katie Thorson & Family 

https://zoom.us/download
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PEEL HOUSE CLEARANCE   
 
We are getting close to beginning construction 
on the Peel House and rekindling the gift God 
has given to us in that building. There are sev-
eral items that need to be removed from the 
house that we thought might be of value to 
someone. Before we list them on Facebook we 
want to give our members first dibs. We’d ask 
only that you consider making a donation to 
the Rekindle the Gift campaign and that you 
make arrangements to remove the items from 
the house yourself. All items will be given to the 
person who can remove them the quickest, so 
no dibs or saves. Here are some pictures of 
things you might be interested in. To make a 
claim, call the church, ask for Harry Mosco and 
schedule a time to collect the item you’d like. 
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the congre-
gation. We still have a large staff to pay as well 
as other bills. We want to continue to support 
those agencies that help those hardest hit dur-
ing times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

• Give thanks that “the Lord is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and 
his compassion is over all that he has made.” 
Pray that our joy and thanksgiving will move 
us to be witnesses to God’s presence, grace 
and mercy in the world for the sake of all 
people. 

• We understand well Paul’s struggle between 
the inclinations of human nature and fol-
lowing the ways of God and teachings of 
Jesus. Pray for forgiveness and strength-
ened faith when we are weak or make poor 
decisions; pray that we will be guided and 
encouraged by the Spirit of God that dwells 
within us. 

• Pray that we will sow the seeds of the good 
news of Jesus Christ without bias or judg-
ment as to how people will receive it, and 
that we will trust the Spirit to accomplish 
what God intends through our witness and 
service in the world.  

• Pause to reflect on the significance of the 
50th anniversary of a Lutheran church 
choosing to ordain women in the United 
States. Give thanks for the leadership, min-
istry and gifts of women who have served 
the church throughout history and for those 
women who endured the hardships and 
work leading to the ordination of women.  

PRAYER VENTURES 

http://www.flccs.net
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group: 

July 19 
Jordan Dixon 
Carlos Navarro 
Gigi Podczervinski 
John Samuelson 
 
July 20 
Jane Boehringer 
Holli Jarmuth 
Lisa Podoll 
Elaine Shea 
Bob Sommervold 
Viki Wilcox 
 
July 21 
Carol Donachy 
Nathan Fenell 
Gerald Herman 
 
July 22 
Samuel Jurek 
Logan Oakley 
Jackson Obernesser 
Robin Rabun 
Jimmy Sipe 

July 23 
Kevin Bell 
Jim Eamon 
Barbara Langdon 
Leticia Vigil 
 
July 24 
Ron Brackett 
Tom O. Gosch 
Cassandra Harris 
Christian Oertel 
 
July 25 
Phyllis Bartel 
Joan Bennett 
Gary Bradley 
Gregory Callan 
Jim Hattersley 
Bridger Nelson 
Cheryl Stokes 
Susan Weeks 

July 20 
William & Kris Hunt - 24 years 
Geir & Sarah Ostrem - 18 years 
Jim & Gini Simonson - 57 years 
Rene & Mike Whitley - 29 years 
 

July 21 
Rick & Cynthia Haterius - 30 years 
Don & Norma Kusulas - 58 years 
Mackenzie & Patrick Mudd - 19 years 
Brad & Jillian Peel - 25 years 
 

July 23 
Steve & Leanne Hesselberg - 43 years 
 
July 24 
Bart & Debbie Auten - 10 years 
Diane Boldt & Paul Hurcomb - 23 years 
Brian & Michelle Rau - 16 years 
 

July 25 
Brian & Amanda Goff - 5 years 
Eric & Elisa Wicks - 19 years 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net, or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

Happy Birthday  
to Charlotte Gissel  

who will be 90 on July 20. 
Congratulations! 



   15 

 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family of 

BETTY BAIRD KEILERS 
Tom, Jack and Ronald Keilers’ mother; 

Georgie’s mother-in-law;  
grandmother of seven;  

great-grandmother of ten. 
Internment will be at a later date  

at Pikes Peak Cemetery. 

Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Butch Backlund 
Vernevelyn Baty 
Bill 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Butch 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Bill Duven 
Eric 
Carol Foltz 
Kelsey Forbes 
Michael Foret 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Jon Haring 
Wayne Haring 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Terry James 
Peter Jepson & Family 
Josh Jones 
Sherri Keil 
Diana Keys 
Patty Kruger 
John Link 
Jay McCoy 

Anthony Miller 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Bill Phipps Sr. 
Don Reed 
Aaron Rindahl 
Skip Robinson 
Israel Roth 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
The Simon Family 
Betty Slaughter 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
Aaron Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Christine Welch 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, February 28, 1926.  
Wednesday evening service begins promptly at 
7:45, out at 8:45. This service stands on its own 
merits.  Come to one of the sessions.  If you do 
not get anything out of it we will not insist that 
you come again. 
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 SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 
"WHY ARE ALL THE BLACK KIDS SITTING TOGETHER IN 
THE CAFETERIA? AND OTHER CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
RACE" 
 

JULY 12TH - AUGUST 2ND 
ONLINE VIA ZOOM, 10:30 AM, SUNDAYS 
 
It seems that every where we look right now there are conversations 
about race, policing, and protests. For the next four weeks, let's explore together common topics 
about race, the current events of today, where our faith and the ELCA affect our views of race, and 
finally steps to move forward. You are encouraged to pick up a copy of Why Are All the Black Kids Sit-
ting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other Conversations About Race by Beverly Daniel Tatum, but it is not 
required. It is a great introduction to this topic and is a well-balanced book based on research rather 
than opinion. Let's tackle this difficult topic together as people of faith and followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
July 19 - "Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?" Understanding  Identity Develop 
    ment in Kids, Teens, and Adults 
 
July 26 - "What about Latinx and Other People of Color?" A Discussion on Race Relations in General in  
    America 
 
August 2 - "How Does One even Become 'Anti-racist'?" Signs of Hope and Steps to Move Forward 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
Meeting ID: 843 6443 9242 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242

