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From the Pastor 

Did you know we have a national day to cele-
brate the end of slavery? It’s June 19th and com-
memorates when the last state to receive the 
news heard about Abraham Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation. Lincoln issued it on Janu-
ary 1, 1863, freeing all slaves, and it took two and 
half years to make its way to Texas, on June 19th 
1865.  
I don’t know why I didn’t grow up celebrating 
this or even knowing about it. But Christians 
have a long history of celebrating freedom from 
slavery. When Jesus gave us Holy Communion, 
it was during Passover, a celebration of Israel’s 
freedom from Egyptian bondage. Whenever we 
take the meal we celebrate the freedom from 
slavery to sin that Jesus has given us. Let’s join 
together and celebrate the day those enslaved in 
our country became free, knowing that it was 
God’s work that made it so.  
               -Pastor Travis 

January 1, 1863 

A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE  

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION 

 
By the President of the United States of  
America: 
A Proclamation. 
Whereas, on the twenty-second day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proc-
lamation was issued by the President of 
the United States, containing, among oth-
er things, the following, to wit: 
"That on the first day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-three, all persons held as 
slaves within any State or designated part 
of a State, the people whereof shall then be 
in rebellion against the United States, shall 
be then, thenceforward, and forever free; 
and the Executive Government of the 
United States, including the military and 
naval authority thereof, will recognize and 
maintain the freedom of such persons, and 
will do no act or acts to repress such per-
sons, or any of them, in any efforts they 
may make for their actual freedom. 
"That the Executive will, on the first day 
of January aforesaid, by proclamation, 
designate the States and parts of States, if 
any, in which the people thereof, respec-
tively, shall then be in rebellion against 
the United States; and the fact that any 
State, or the people thereof, shall on that 
day be, in good faith, represented in the 
Congress of the United States by members 
chosen thereto at elections wherein a ma-
jority of the qualified voters of such State 



shall have participated, shall, in the absence 
of strong countervailing testimony, be 
deemed conclusive evidence that such State, 
and the people thereof, are not then in rebel-
lion against the United States." 
Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, Presi-
dent of the United States, by virtue of the 
power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, 
of the Army and Navy of the United States 
in time of actual armed rebellion against the 
authority and government of the United 
States, and as a fit and necessary war meas-
ure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this 
first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, 
and in accordance with my purpose so to do 
publicly proclaimed for the full period of one 
hundred days, from the day first above men-
tioned, order and designate as the States and 
parts of States wherein the people thereof 
respectively, are this day in rebellion against 
the United States, the following, to wit: 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the 
Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jef-
ferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James As-
cension, Assumption, Terrebonne, 
Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orle-
ans, including the City of New Orleans) Mis-
sissippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, 
(except the forty-eight counties designated 
as West Virginia, and also the counties of 
Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth 
City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, in-
cluding the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth
[)], and which excepted parts, are for the 
present, left precisely as if this proclamation 
were not issued. 
And by virtue of the power, and for the pur-

pose aforesaid, I do order and declare 
that all persons held as slaves within said 
designated States, and parts of States, 
are, and henceforward shall be free; and 
that the Executive government of the 
United States, including the military and 
naval authorities thereof, will recognize 
and maintain the freedom of said per-
sons. 
And I hereby enjoin upon the people so 
declared to be free to abstain from all vi-
olence, unless in necessary self-defence; 
and I recommend to them that, in all cas-
es when allowed, they labor faithfully for 
reasonable wages. 
And I further declare and make known, 
that such persons of suitable condition, 
will be received into the armed service of 
the United States to garrison forts, posi-
tions, stations, and other places, and to 
man vessels of all sorts in said service. 
And upon this act, sincerely believed to 
be an act of justice, warranted by the 
Constitution, upon military necessity, I 
invoke the considerate judgment of man-
kind, and the gracious favor of Almighty 
God. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the seal of the Unit-
ed States to be affixed. 
Done at the City of Washington, this 
first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty three, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the eighty-
seventh. 
 
By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of 

State. 
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THE MESSY MIDDLE: MOSES  
Exodus 17:1-16   
  
I went to a restaurant the other day at I-Hop across 
from the hospital where my son Sam is. It was open, 
but there were signs on the door saying, “No mask, 
No entry.” I put my mask on and was ushered to an 
empty table past other tables which were roped off 
with “No seating” signs. The tables were utterly emp-
ty, no silverware, no saltshakers, no creamers. 
There weren’t any syrup containers at the Interna-
tional House of Pancakes! I was given a paper menu, 
and later they brought syrup in little throw away con-
tainers, and the salt and pepper came in those little 
packets. 
 
This is the new normal, and I didn’t like it. This is the 
messy middle where things are open but not like they 
used to be. We’re venturing out again and discover-
ing that “We’re open” comes with all sorts of uncom-
fortable caveats. This is one of the reasons 
we haven’t been in a rush to resume in-person wor-
ship. The restrictions we’d have to implement are 
so restrictive that the experience would be  
disappointing rather than uplifting. This is the messy 
middle when we’re not where we started but not yet 
where we want to be. It’s a time of frustration 
and disappointment, a time when new problems 
keep rearing their heads and a time when we’re tired 
and frustrated. 
 
So, today we’re going to walk with Moses in his 
messy middle, a time when he was tired and frustrat-
ed and facing problems both within and without. 
Moses leads his people in the wilderness. God has 
freed them from slavery under his leadership. They 
walked through the red sea on dry ground protected 
from the most powerful army on earth. God showed 
them the promised land, but they didn’t believe He 

could deliver it them. So now they are wandering in 
the wilderness between their former lives as slaves in 
Egypt and the promised life of a Nation in a new 
land flowing with milk and honey. Things are better 
than they were, but they are still frustrated and dis-
appointed and angry about the way things are, in the 
wilderness. 
 
Sound familiar?  They come to a new camp and there 
is no water. The people turn on Moses, “Give us wa-
ter, did you bring us here to die?”  I can’t help but 
read between the lines, ‘Moses, you messed up; 
you’re a terrible leader; we don’t want to follow you 
anymore; you make awful decisions, and we don’t 
trust you.’  If you’ve ever led anyone, and all of us 
have, you know how hard it is to hear criticism. 
Think of when you were a kid and you got to be the 
captain of the team picking players at recess. 
As you’re deciding, all your friends are chiming in 
telling you who to pick, and if you pick someone they 
disagree with, there’s the groan or the “Well, we’re 
going to lose now.” Or those of you who are par-
ents, think about what it’s like to lead your children. 
How often do your kids say, “Great choice for din-
ner; I’m so glad you had us clean up our rooms; this 
car trip is fun and not boring at all!”  If you’ve ever 
led anyone, then you know what it’s like to be Moses. 
You know what it’s like to pray that prayer of frustra-
tion and burnout. “What shall I do with these people? 
They are almost ready to stone me!”  You can hear his 
frustration, his self-doubt, his fear. My big question 
is why didn’t he quit?  Why didn’t Moses just walk 
away? He knew how to survive in the wilderness; 
he wasn’t going to the promised land anyway. 
Why didn’t he just walk away when things got hard, 
when his people turned on him, when 
he couldn’t give them what they demanded?  Would 
you have put up with that?  
 
But Moses didn’t quit because these were his people 
and he loved them. Moses didn’t quit because God 
had called Him to this position. Moses didn’t quit 
because His creator had come to him in the burning 
bush and invited him into the arena of God’s work in 
the world. Moses wasn’t in it for the money; 
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he wasn’t in it for the prestige; he wasn’t in it for 
some ego trip. He was in it for God.  And so, he turns 
to God in the messy middle when the people com-
plain. Moses knew God; Moses trusted God and Mo-
ses always turned toward God in difficulty.  
He didn’t have the answers. He didn’t pretend to have 
the answers. When he didn’t understand, when he 
got scared, when he got frustrated, Moses turned 
toward God.  Moses understood something we tend 
to forget. Many of the problems we face in 
life aren’t really our problems; they are God’s prob-
lems and only He can solve them. Our job is to turn to 
and trust God and then wait for the miracle. Moses 
turns to God, and God brings water from a rock in 
front of all the people. God comes through. 
When we’re frustrated, when we don’t have the an-
swers, when the problem is too big for us, turn to 
God and trust God to come through.   
But here’s the thing about the messy middle, just 
when you’ve solved one problem or at least adjusted 
to a new normal, something else comes along. Just 
when you’ve gotten used to life in the pandemic, your 
country is in the grips of protests over racism. Moses 
gets water for the people, and then in the wilder-
ness he is attacked by Amalek. What follows is anoth-
er incredible lesson in leadership and community. 
Moses sends his top general Joshua to go meet the 
enemy in battle. Moses takes the staff of 
God and goes up to a hilltop above the battle. When 
he raises the staff, Joshua prevails but when he lowers 
the staff the enemy advances. Talk about the burden 
of leadership when the lives of others depend on your 
work; that’s a tough place to be in.  And Moses gets 
tired. How many of you are tired right now? How 
many of you parents are tired of parenting, tired 
of being teacher and buddy to kids who can’t be with 
their teachers and buddies right now?  How many of 
you are tired of trying to do business over zoom calls? 
How many of you are tired of being isolated at home? 
How many of you started strong in this pandemic but 
your adrenaline has run out and the novelty is long 
past and now you’re not sure you can carry on over 
the finish line?  
 
Moses got tired and couldn’t hold up the staff any-
more. Even though his role was critical to the success 

of Joshua, Moses just couldn’t do it anymore. And 
then what happens? They gave him a rock to sit on  
and his brother Aaron and another leader Hur rushed 
to hold his arms for him. Do you see what’s happening 
here? When we’re tired, when we can’t do it anymore, 
we don’t give up.  Instead we lean on each other, and 
we lift each other up. We humble ourselves and re-
ceive the gift of community, of help. That’s what we 
need to do right now for one another. If you’re feeling 
strong, lift someone else up. If you’re feeling tired, 
lean on your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 
Last week I was tired and overwhelmed, not just with 
the pandemic and protests but with the hospitaliza-
tion of my son. And my community rushed to my 
help. Some of you watched my kids,  
some of you made us dinner, many of you encouraged 
us and prayed for us.  Family and friends and staff 
and church rallied around my family again to give us 
strength to make it through. I can’t tell you how fortu-
nate I feel to know I’m not in this alone.  None of us 
are called to do anything alone. God has made us a 
family, a community.  We are called to rally around 
each other, to support one another.  
Sometimes we are strong, and sometimes we are 
weak. We take turns helping each other out so that we 
can do what God has called us to do. Jesus said a 
house divided against itself cannot stand.  There will 
be threats to our community, powers and principali-
ties in this world that will try to drive a wedge be-
tween us and divide us. And there will be circum-
stances like the coronavirus that will attack us out of 
nowhere.  It’s 2020, who knows what’s coming next?  
We can face whatever comes if we face it together.   
 
Moses teaches us the two things we need to know:  
when things get hard and problems just keep coming, 
turn to God in prayer, and turn towards each other for 
help.  Both require great humility.   
Moses was a great leader, not because he was some 
Charlton Heston strongman, but because he was 
humble enough to ask for help. Help from God, help 
from his community. That’s how you make it through 
the messy middle.            Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
             -Pastor Travis 
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A PLACE TO 
TALK 
 
An online community 
10am on Thursday 
mornings via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/
j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 
 
While we are not gathering at the church, we 
continue to try to find ways to bring people 
together.  This is Thursday morning group is 
the online community of the “Growing Old 
Gracefully” group. It is led by Pastor Maertens, 
Pastor Anderson & Jan, and Dr. David Fenell. 
We invite you to grab a cup of coffee and join 
in this conversation.  We know it isn’t quite 
the same as gathering around the coffee and 
cookies at church but you might be surprised 
how similar it is and how much you’ll enjoy 
that second cup of coffee in the morning with 
your church friends!  If you have any ques-
tions about the group or the technology to ac-
cess it, please call Pastor Carrie at 703-587-
5636 or drop her an email at carrie@flccs.net. 
Look forward to seeing you online! 
 
June 18:  The subject is Alzheimer’s presented 
by Jan Anderson, N.P.  
 
June 25:  The topic is Suicide presented by Dr. 
David Fenell. 

This year, Sally was looking forward to her six-
ty-year-anniversary graduation from Wagner 
College, New York. For the past eighteen 
months, she and her sorority sisters organized 
several parties and a reunion dinner. Many of 
them realized that this might be the last time 
they would all be together, so they dreamed 
big. No expense was spared for the three-day 
celebration. Then came COVID-19, and it took 
the wind right out of their celebration sails.   
One of the sorority sisters said, “If we can't be 
together physically, let do a Zoom meeting. It is 
not complicated; my husband and children do 
them all the time.” Sally had never participated 
in a Zoom meeting, and she asked me to stand 
by and help her if she needed help. 
The rest of the story is how 12 highly educated, 
eighty-one-year-old women spent forty-five 
minutes trying to figure out how to use Zoom 
after they managed to sign in to the meeting. 
These ladies are no slouches. They all have 
bachelor’s degrees, and most have their mas-
ter's. Sally was a math and science curriculum 
coordinator, and she cut her "computer teeth," 
writing her master's on the old punch-card 
mainframe.  She is very comfortable in the 
world of science. 
 

But, when it comes to computers, they are 
overwhelmed.  They all are very good at send-
ing text messages, e-mails, and using Face-

COMPUTERS 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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book, so they know how to turn on and off a 
computer. Yet, for some reason or another, 
Windows 10 is like trying to learn wave theory 
in physics.  
 

Their conversations went something like this: 
”Jane, I can't hear you, you have to un-mute 
yourself.” 
 “How do I do that?” 
 “You click the microphone.” 
 “I don't have a microphone; I am using a 
mouse.” 
 “Why can't I see anyone?” 
 “Because you haven't turned on your camera.” 
 “I don't want to take a picture; I  just want to 
see everyone.” 
  
Finally, everyone figured out how to un-mute 
their microphones, and they all started talking 
at once—long-lost friends who had not seen 
each other since their fifty-year reunion. It was 
chaos. It took them another ten minutes to 
mute their microphones, but they never learned 
the rule, ‘only one person at a time, please.’ 
When it was over, Sally asked me what I 
thought. I said, “The image that comes to mind 
is the first day of kindergarten.” 
Why do I tell you this story?  Because many 
folks are afraid to try something new on their 
computers. And that is unfortunate. There is a 
lot more on your laptop than Solitaire and Face-
book. You can travel the world, visit zoos and 
museums, hear lectures and take college-level 
courses. 
Don't be afraid of your computer; it is not going 

to blow-up. At first, it will seem that it has a mind 
of its own. You will press a key, and the page will 
go blank, or some utterly unfamiliar page will 
appear on your screen. It happens to all of us. 
How many times did you fall off your bike before 
you learned how to balance yourself? What about 
when you learned to skate? And how many of us 
stalled a dozen times when we learned to drive a 
stick-shift car? 
Look back upon your life; you have accomplished 
many difficult tasks and you survived. The com-
puter is no different! 
 
    -Pastor Maertens   hhmaertens@msn.com 
 

mailto:hhmaertens@msn.com
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LEARN WITH ME… 
 
In my own hometown, Superior, Wisconsin, there was exactly one black family, 
the Turner’s.  They owned the Billings Park Cafe. The “other side of the tracks” was 
the north end of town where most of the low-income housing was. I would say the 
income disparity created a wider divide growing up for me than race did. Which is 
funny in itself since we too lived paycheck to paycheck, but, my parents owned 

their home. It isn’t to say racism didn’t exist, because with one black family in town, whom everyone 
knew, you can bet that if an unidentified person of color showed up somewhere eyebrows were 
raised.  I remember lots of slurs that if I heard people using today would immediately lead me to call 
them out. But I don’t think it was until I went to college that I had any real sense of diversity beyond 
the different Scandinavians and some Native Americans I grew up with. 
I have a lot to learn on how to be an ally to people of color.  While I would like to believe I’ve always rec-
ognized that and tried to be “a good person” I’m realizing now that complacency is not okay, but 
growth and vulnerability are. 

PRAYER VENTURES 
 

This month has the most daylight of the year in the Northern Hemisphere and the least daylight of the 
year in the Southern Hemisphere. Give thanks that the gift of sunlight sustains all life on Earth and 
that the light of God’s love and truth, shining through Jesus, gives us the gift of new life, purpose and 
direction as children of God.  
 
Pray for God to send the Spirit into our midst and renew humanity and all creation. 
 
“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have estab-
lished; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” With 
humility and joy, give thanks and praise to God! 
 
Ask God to comfort those grieving the loss of loved ones from COVID-19, and pray that we will not for-
get them amid our new concerns and routines as communities and states open up again.  
 

In the absence of summer camp programs, pray for the leaders and staff of our outdoor ministries as 
they seek new ways to sustain their organizations’ vitality, share the gospel and serve people of all ages 
in congregations and communities.  
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WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server. 
We do not drop anyone off our database list 
unless asked. 

NO COLLECTIONS FOR THE  
SOUP KITCHEN  
 
First Lutheran is not collecting jars or other 
containers for the Marion House Soup Kitchen 
at this time. They are not able to use them due 
to the setup necessary for Covid-19. Please do 
not bring them to the church in anticipation of 
a future use. When the Soup Kitchen is able to 
use them again, we’ll let you know. 

EVENING MEN’S GROUP 
 
This small group will begin meeting again on 
Thursday evenings, starting June 18, from 7– 
8:30 pm in Luther Hall. 

CONTINUING MINISTRY FOR 
THOSE EXPERIENCING HUNGER 
AND HOMELESSNESS 
 
The Outreach Committee met to discuss how 
to continue our ministry of feeding and serv-
ing the hungry and homeless with the closing 
of Ecumenical Social Ministries. They recom-
mended, and Council approved, diverting the 
money that would have gone to ESM to Family 
Promise and to the Marion House Soup Kitch-
en for the remainder of 2020. Both Family 
Promise and Marion House are current minis-
try partners whom we trust and value to serve 
those experiencing homelessness and hunger. 

DOLL DOCTORS 
 
Doll Doctors will meet the first Monday of 
every month in Fellowship Hall beginning 
July 6. 
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Middle school youth group is at 4 pm every 
Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 

 High school youth group is at 5 pm every 
Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
We have taken a little break from Sunday School and are ready to see everyone’s faces again via Zoom 
for a little Summer Sunday School! This summer our kids will be learning more about the stories and 
messages that are shared during Sunday morning worship. We are excited that families will be able to 
talk together about the messages they have heard and what they mean to us today. It’s always fun to 
hear the same story from the eyes and ears of our kids; we never know what perspective we might hear 
and learn differently. 
The first Sunday School session will be some games and catching up. Beginning on June 14th we’ll dive 
into a series of Old Testament stories.  Pastor Travis and Pastor Carrie are also going to provide some 
prompts for families to talk about what they are learning together. It might be a great time to pick one 
night of the week and share what you heard in the stories on Sunday; make it a fun time with a special 
treat or an art project to go with it!  We will try to give you some ideas and prompts for crafts, snacks 
and projects that might go well with this family story time. 
Kids will continue in the grade level they just completed in the school year. Middle school and high 
school youth will meet during youth group times on Sunday afternoon.  The Sunday School classes 
will meet at the following times with the following links: 
 
Kindergarten & 1st Grade at 7 pm Sunday nights:   4th Grade at 12:30 pm on Sunday nights: 
Join Zoom Meeting                  Join Zoom Meeting           
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83451551183        https://us02web.zoom.us/j/488852972 
Meeting ID: 834 5155 1183                Meeting ID: 488 852 972 
 
2nd & 3rd Grade at 10:30 am Sunday mornings: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/779314033  
Meeting ID: 779 314 033 
 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the congre-
gation. We still have a large staff to pay as well 
as other bills. We want to continue to support 
those agencies that help those hardest hit dur-
ing times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

ONLINE WORSHIP TOGETHER! 
 

We discovered a new way to worship together 
using Facebook Premiere. Each Sunday we will 
start the online worship video at 9:00 am on 
Facebook. This way we can enjoy it at the same 
time and the pastors can be in the chatroom 
with you to check in and share reflections. The 
video will also continue to be emailed to you at 
7 am on Sundays for you to use at your conven-
ience and also posted on the church website. 
But if you’re a Facebook user and want to join 
us at 9 am, you’re invited! 

ZOOM STEP BY STEP 
 

Step #1: Download Zoom. 
In your web browser, enter 

the URL 
https://zoom.us/download 
Download “Zoom Client for Meetings”. 

 

Step #2: Open Zoom. 
Double click on the Zoom icon on that 

should appear on your desktop at the 
end of the download. It is a blue icon 
with a white video camera within. 

 

Step #3: Join Meeting. 
Once you have opened the Zoom applica-

tion, find the icon that says “Join” and 
click it. 

You will now be prompted to enter the 
“Zoom ID”. You can find this number 
attached to the back end of the URL you 
were sent on the invitation. For exam-
ple, if your invitation has a code like 
https://zoom.us/j/209858456 you would 
enter the nine numbers that appear on 
the tail end of the link. https://zoom.us/
j/209858456. This is the “meeting ID”. 

 

Final Step: “Join with Audio”. 
Once you have successfully entered the 

“Meeting ID” it will link you to the video 
chat. In the case that it asks you if you 
would like to “join with Audio”, select 
“YES”.  

 
You should now be able to see everyone, and 
also hear everyone. 

http://www.flccs.net
https://zoom.us/download
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR BIOS 
A FEW WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED EACH WEEK 

Howdy! My name is Samuel 
Peel, and I used to attend 
Pine Creek High School as 
of May 15th. I was a swim-
mer my freshman year, and 
I participated in the robot-
ics league both my junior 
and senior years. My fond-
est memories of the church 

were the retreats I went on with the rest of my 
class and Pastor Carrie. I think back on those to 
this day. As for after high school, I plan to attend 
Colorado Mesa University and major in Mechani-
cal Engineering.  

My name is Ryan Stevens.  I attended The Classical Academy for the majority of 
my school experience and transferred to The Classical Academy College Path-
ways my Junior year.  This allowed me to get college credit for some courses.  I 
am interested in music and hope to pursue a major in the Music Industry.  I plan 
to take at least one more semester at Pikes Peak and then hopefully transfer to 
CU Denver.    My memories of church include helping my older sister, Kelsey, 
with Sunday school and vacation bible school, helping my dad with the Seder 
dinner, and the time Pastor Peel ‘removed my hat’ as we were exiting 
church.  This has been an unusual senior year for sure but am looking forward to 
see what the future brings.  
 

I wrestled all four years of 
high school. Clubs were nev-
er my thing but I tried to get 
involved with as many sports 
as possible. I have fond 
memories of participating in 
GOLA and all the confirma-
tion retreats at Rainbow Trail. These were always a 
blast, especially with the boys. I plan to take a year 
off from school to continue being an electrician’s 
apprentice.  In the fall I hope to pursue my dream of 
becoming an elementary school teacher. 

SAMUEL PEEL 

RYAN STEVENS 

MATT BURKLUND 
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group: 

June 20  
(oops!) 
Mindy Mahler 
 
June 21 
Jeanne Clark 
Wendell Hjelmstad 
Rick Ludeman 
Karen Meyer 
John Perry 
Gini Simonson 
Brittney Smith 
 
June 22 
Randy Hollar 
Reina Keenan 
Brady Kilman 
Lillian Navarro 
Silje Ostrem 
Nayeli Peterson 
 
June 23 
Jan Hanlin 
Suzanne Louden 
 

June 24 
Pete Bredlau 
Sarah Henry 
Susan Scheldorn 
 
June 25 
Steve Anderson 
Gail Bowles 
Marlies Gross 
Al Hassebrock 
Vicki Hebdon 
Maija Lawler 
Megan Plante 
Chris Putzi 
Del Wach 
 
June 26 
David Callan 
Brad Kosley 
 
June 27 
Eva Plante 
Dena Rydman 

June 18 
David Caylor & Beth Lindquist - 32 years 
 

June 21 
Mike & Ellen Haase - 40 years 
Jeff & Angie Hesselberg - 34 years 
Kathy & Barry Holmes - 51 years 
Kerry & Candy Lesoing - 42 years 
Marla Lopez & Robert Thompson - 17 years 
Darrell & Rondi Shafer - 45 years 
 

June 22 
Steven & Jennifer Cox - 18 years 
Robert & Susan Howland - 29 years 
Lance & Lisa Nelson - 13 years 
Mike & Patti Olsen - 52 years 
 

June 23 
Don & Diane Heinemann - 47 years 
Dave & Suzanne Miller - 41 years 
Pastor Paul & Lois Peel - 57 years 
Sophia & Ryan Taylor - 19 years 
 

June 24 
Jim & Cayth Brady - 48 years 
Nichole & Matthew Brtek - 20 years 
Henri Ndaya & Amanda King-Ndaya - 14 years 
John & Linda Samuelson - 53 years 
 

June 26 
Bill & Gloria Layton - 38 years 
Bob & Linda Sommervold - 44 years 
 

June 27  
Art & Jan Britton - 56 years 
Ron & Julie Furstenau - 33 years 
Tom & Nola Gosch - 66 years 
Bob & Diana Keys - 61 years 
Dave & Kathy Mutz - 33 years 
Matt & Stephanie Plowman - 11 years 

Happy Birthday 
to Wendell Hjelmstad  

who will be 92 on June 21. 
Congratulations! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

JOHN THORSON 
Katie Thorson’s husband;  

Jim & Carol’s father;  
Cathy & Tom’s father-in-law;  

grandfather of four.  
A graveside service will be at later date  

in Spearfish, South Dakota. 

Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Vernevelyn Baty 
Bill 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Butch 
Leslie Crowley 
Frank Davey 
Sharon deHala 
Bill Duven 
The Ebert Family 
Carol Foltz 
Kelsey Forbes 
Michael Foret 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Cody Haines 
Jon Haring 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jon Haring 
Cheryl Haver & Family 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Peter Jepson & Family 
Carol Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
John Link 
The Lougeay Family 
Neil Mahon 

Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Carole Mutzebaugh 
The Arvin Nelson Family 
Arline Niles and Family 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton 
Bill Phipps Sr. 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
Aaron Rindahl 
Skip Robinson 
Louis Rosini 
Israel Roth 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Tina Sharp 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
Aaron Thorson 
The John Thorson 
Family 
Jim Underwood 
Christine Welch 
Tony White 
Scott Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through June 16:  
                $913,095.00 
 
Year to Date  Income through June 16:      
                  $851,983.45 
 
Amount behind for the year:  $  61,111.55 
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FLC Youth Ministry welcomed incoming 9th graders with yard signs. We are incredibly proud of 
these students and are excited to walk beside them through their high school journey.  
Congratulations on completing middle school!  


