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JUNE 15, 2022     

 
SPAGHETTI DINNER  
         FUNDRAISER 
JUNE 24 
DINNER SEATING AT 6 P.M.  
 
To support our high schoolers on their trip to San Francisco, we are holding a 
spaghetti dinner! We will be pre-selling tickets on our app, but you can buy a 
ticket at the door as well. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. on the front lawn so 
come for good food and fun entertainment put on by our faithful high  
schoolers.  

SPAGHETTI DINNER MENU 
 

Salad:  
• Caesar Salad or Vegan House Salad 
 

Main Course:  
• Spaghetti (regular and gluten free 

noodles) with choice of  
• Sauce (Vegan Marinara, Red Sauce 

with meat (beef), Vegetarian 
Alfredo) and  

• Garlic or plain bread on the side 
 

Dessert:  
• Homemade brownies (made with 

fair trade, organic chocolate) 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

“Then Job answered the Lord I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be 
thwarted. Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge? Therefore, I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. Hear, and I will speak; I will question 
you, and you declare to me; I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see you; 
therefore, I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes” Job 42:1-6  
 
I’ve always thought of Job as this great man of faith, and he was. Everything was taken from him, his 
family, his wealth even his heath. And he kept faith in God. But his story isn’t just about his great faith, 
but it is about his growing in faith. His faith changes through his hardship. He is humbled and  
realizes that he has a lot to learn about who God is and what it means to be a person of faith.  
  
The thing that he learns more than anything is how to listen to God. We who have been people of faith 
for a long time get too comfortable speaking about God or even speaking to God. But what we really 
need to learn is how to shut our mouths and learn to listen to God. Learn to be quiet and pay attention 
to the goodness of God, to the greatness of God’s power, to the majestic creativity of God that is mani-
fest all around us. The more we pay attention to what God has done and is doing the quieter we  
become. Because what can we add to what God has done?  
 
May God grant us a quiet summer of learning from Him. May we become good listeners and hear 
great and wonderful things that we might have missed otherwise. I wonder what God is saying to each 
one of you individually. I wonder what God is saying to me. I want to hear what God is saying to us.   

Shhhhh,  

-Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

JUNE 12, 202 
LUKE 15:1-10  
PARABLES  

We’re starting a new sermon series today based upon the Parables of Jesus. These are very familiar stories in the 
Bible; many of us grew up learning them as children in Sunday School. But in truth, they are not meant for chil-
dren, they are meant for adults. Jesus composed these stories to address serious concerns he had mainly with 
the religious elite of his day. He used these stories to help people change their minds about some of their most 
cherished beliefs. Let me say that again, Jesus used these stories to help people change their minds about some 
of their most cherished beliefs. How many of us come to church on a Sunday morning hoping to have our minds 
changed about strongly held beliefs? Changing minds is not an easy task; we see all around us that people tend 
to double down on their beliefs rather than question them or rethink their understandings. We resist changing 
our minds because …. well, mostly because it’s painful and hard work. We like to have things settled and we don’t 
appreciate when someone unsettles us or questions us or makes us think that we’re wrong. 
  
The Pharisees especially didn’t like to be challenged because not only did they have strongly held religious be-
liefs, but those beliefs were based on the Bible. And more than that they taught those beliefs to others. How do 
you change the minds of the people who say the Bible backs them up? Not an easy task but Jesus took it on. Jesus 
took a fairly gentle approach to the Pharisees, some of the time. Rather than just tell them how wrong they 
were he told them stories. One of his favorite tactics was to compose a story that reframed an issue and invite 
them to see things differently. So, as we go through the parables of Jesus this summer, I invite you to accept Je-
sus’ invitation to see things differently and be changed. That means I want us to imagine how we might be like 
the Pharisees, those religious elite whom Jesus addressed. That’s not comfortable because the Pharisees are the 
bad guys of scripture. But there’s a reason that we’ve held on to these stories because we still need to learn from 
Jesus, and we still fall into the trap that we know what is right and wrong. Being a Pharisee is simply lacking 
humility and curiosity to keep learning from God. Pharisees are those of us who are absolutely certain of our 
beliefs, and we demand that others get in line or be condemned.   
 
So, this first parable is actually a series of three parables, the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Lost Son (or prod-
igal son.) I’m just going to talk about the first two but all three were prompted by the same controversy. Jesus 
was teaching and the people coming to listen to him were tax collectors and sinners, which sounds great, but the 
Pharisees didn’t like it. They grumbled that Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them. Why is this controver-
sial? Part of it was about status. Think about in our day the rules that certain restaurants or clubs have.  You may 
have to be a member and pay yearly dues. You might have to wear a jacket to eat there or wear a collared shirt to 
play there. Imagine someone who was a member of that club or an owner of that restaurant letting people in 
who didn’t follow the rules. You can imagine the other patrons getting annoyed that they were letting in the riff 
raff. I actually heard someone say that when I lived in the South. They were talking about how expensive some of 
the beach hotels were and said that they didn’t mind the price because it kept the riff raff out. Jesus welcomed 
riff raff into places where they were normally excluded.  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

So, part of the controversy was social and about class, 
who eats with whom etc. But the other part of the con-
troversy was religious. Jesus was eating with people 
who didn’t follow the commandments, who didn’t live 
according to the Bible. And worse, he didn’t seem to 
condemn them for all their sinfulness.  
He didn’t demand that they change before he sat down 
to eat dinner with them. He didn’t expect that they fol-
low the Jewish custom of washing before he broke 
bread with them. He seemed to be letting them off the 
hook of all the Biblical commands and this angered the 
Pharisees. Because they followed the rules:  they 
washed and kept ritually clean, they were careful about 
doing what the Bible said. And instead of getting credit 
from Jesus and having him pat them on the back and 
say “atta boy”, he’s off eating with people who don’t 
even know God and certainly don’t follow God’s rules. 
Do you see why they are angry? Now, can you think of 
any way that we are Pharisees today. It’s uncomforta-
ble, I know.  Are there people who are sinners who seem 
to get more attention than you, who have worked hard 
to be a good Christian? What’s getting under your skin 
these days, what’s making you jealous or annoyed  
What makes you say, “Well that’s just not right?” Who 
are THOSE PEOPLE in your mind? Jesus hears the 
grumbling of the Pharisees, and he tells them a story to 
help them think differently about these sinners that 
he’s attending to.  
 

The first story is about a shepherd who has a 100 
sheep and discovers one is missing. Jesus says, “Every 
one of you in this situation would leave the 99 and go 
and find the one, wouldn’t you? And if you found the 
one that was lost, you would be so happy, wouldn’t you? 
You’d tell all your friends.” How does Jesus hope the 
Pharisees will hear this story? Could they see possi-
bly that Jesus is eating and welcoming tax collectors 
and sinners because they are lost, and he wants to bring 
them home? Could the Pharisees see  
that Jesus isn’t paying as much attention to 
them because he’s more worried about those who are 
far from God? Could the Pharisees even rejoice as those 

tax collectors and sinners came to faith in Jesus and 
renounced their sinful ways?  I think that’s what Jesus 
wants for them, I think that’s why Jesus tells them these 
parables about lost sheep and lost coins and lost kids. 
Jesus wants the religious to be glad when attention is 
given to the outsider instead of the insider. Jesus wants 
the religious to rejoice when those who don’t know 
God’s love come to faith. Jesus wants the religious to 
join him in reaching out to the lost until they are all 
found and returned home. 
 

So, what does that mean for us; what does that mean 
for our church? Who are the lost? Who is the one sheep 
that has wandered off? Who is the lost coin missing 
from the woman’s purse? We’ve been doing a survey 
here at First Lutheran looking toward the future. And 
one of the questions on the survey  
asks about what demographic we should focus our at-
tention on in the coming years. Over 200 people have 
taken the survey and I’ll share the results next week in a 
couple sessions. But one of the things that has stood 
out to me is the desire you have to focus on young 
adults, those people 18-30 years old, students and chil-
dren. What’s so interesting to me about that is that the 
average person who has taken the survey is someone 
who is between the ages of 70-80 and has been here for 
21 years or more. But you’re not saying we should focus 
on 70–80-year-olds, but you’re looking around and rec-
ognizing who isn’t here in our community. We are the 
99, who is the one? The missing sheep seem to be the 18
–30-year-olds. When I read the survey results, I hear 
you saying, let’s go find them, where are they, let’s get 
out there and find our lost sheep. I just want to com-
mend you for this. I find it very Christlike and frankly 
surprising. To be willing to sacrifice having the church 
pay attention to your needs so that we can focus on the 
needs of those who aren’t here, who don’t tithe, who 
don’t contribute to the church is pretty remarkable. 
 

I’m excited to go on that search with you and figure out 
what it looks like for an older congregation  
to seek out those younger people who aren’t here. I’m 
not sure what we will need to change to become a place 
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young people can find Jesus, but I’m excited to figure 
that out with you and take on that challenge! It helps, I 
think, to remember what it feels like to be lost. It’s 
scary, and it’s embarrassing to be lost. I’ve told you this 
story before, but I’ll tell it again. When I was in first 
grade, I convinced my babysitter to let me walk to 
school. It was only two blocks away and I promised her 
that I knew the way. But I went the wrong way and 
turned down the wrong street. I realized I was lost 
when the school bell rang, and it was coming in the 
opposite direction. My babysitter realized I hadn’t 
made it to school, and she came looking for me. I saw 
her van driving down the street and instead of waving 
her down I hid behind a tree. I was embarrassed, and 
even though I was scared and wanted to be found, I 
hid because of the shame of being lost. But she kept 
driving around calling my name, looking for me until 
she found me behind that tree and took me to school. I 
think about that all the time because there are so many 
people who are spiritually lost, and they aren’t going to 
come running just because we go looking. We are go-
ing to have to be persistent calling out their names, 
circling the same block over and over again. We are 
going to have to be like Jesus:  Jesus ate with tax collec-
tors and sinners, he sacrificed his reputation, he an-
gered the religious community, he went to where they 
were, and he didn’t demand that they clean themselves 
up first. I can’t imagine what kind of situations he 
found himself in; parties where people were not be-
having or bragging about their exploits.  I’m a pastor, 
and people catch themselves when they swear in front 
of me, apologizing as if I’ve never heard a swear word 
before or said one myself. Can you imagine the kinds 
of things Jesus heard and what did people do when 
they realized he was the Messiah, the son of God? But 
Jesus went and he taught them about a loving 
God, and they listened to him. Probably because he 
didn’t judge them, probably because he loved them 
right where they were. 
 

 The truth is we are all lost, needing to be found over 
and over again by Jesus, and he never stops looking for 

us, never stops finding us. We may be embarrassed that 
we got lost again, that we sinned and fell short again, 
that we wandered away from the community. Do you 
know how hard it is for people who’ve been away from 
church for a long time to come back? They are embar-
rassed and they don’t want to have to answer ques-
tions about where they’ve been. Just the thought of 
those questions keeps people away even longer. But 
Jesus never stops looking for us; he loves us, and we 
belong with him so, he forgives us and brings us home 
again. Then he reminds us that there are others, too, 
who aren’t home yet. Jesus asks us to join the search 
party, to go looking for the lost knowing they might not 
want to admit they are lost. The way we find people for 
God is by loving them right where they are. Love leads 
to repentance; acceptance leads to repentance. Notice 
that when you read scriptures you find Jesus eating and 
drinking with tax collectors and sinners, but you don’t 
find him condemning them. There’s no parable of Je-
sus talking to a prostitute telling her how wrong prosti-
tution is. There’s no parable of Jesus arguing with a tax 
collector to stop defrauding people. Jesus doesn’t spend 
time trying to make people aware of their guilt or 
shame. He spends time loving people and telling them 
that God is for them and with them, that the Kingdom 
of God is open to them. Jesus spends his time defend-
ing sinners against the righteous telling the righteous 
to stop being so judgmental, to stop putting burdens on 
people, to stop creating barriers between people and 
God. I know we all have people in our lives, children and 
grandchildren and friends who aren’t home here with 
us. What sacrifices would Jesus have us make to help 
them come home? Jesus gave us a tough example to 
follow. The sacrifices he made to seek the lost were 
more than just enduring the criticism of his religious 
peers. He went all the way to the cross to seek and save 
the lost. And even on the cross found a bandit and of-
fered him paradise. He did it for each one of us; he has 
found us and brought us home. How might we do the 
same for others? 
             -Pastor Travis 
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OTHER JUNE EVENTS 
 
• June 18 - All Church Elitches’ Trip 
 10:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
 Carpools depart at 8:45 a.m., $26 per person 
 including meal served at 3 p.m. 
 
• June 24– 25 - Lock-in following Spaghetti 

Fundraiser, 8 p.m. - 10 a.m. for grades 9 - 12 
 
• June 26 - 27 - Confirmation Camp for rising 

8th & 9th graders  

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT AT 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
July 6-8  
Cost: $20 per student 
Registration and payment deadline: July 1  
 
Middle Schoolers (rising 6th – 8th graders) 
are invited to a three-day retreat experi-
ence. On Wednesday, June 6, we will meet 
from 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. We welcome families 
to join us this night at 5 p.m. for a potluck 
dinner together. Then on Thursday, you 
better pack your sleeping bag because we 
will be staying overnight! Students should 
arrive at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday morning 
and be picked up on Friday at 4 p.m. after 
an afternoon of water-related games and 
activities. Cost of the trip is $20/person. 
Friends are welcome! Scholarships are al-
ways available. Please sign up all partici-
pants online no later than July 1, so we can 
make sure to have plenty of food for every-
one. 

YOUTH GROUP WATER DAY 
July 8th, 12 – 4 p.m. 
Grades 6 – 12 
 
It’s time to pull out the slip-n-slide, the 
water balloons, and the bubbles! Water 
Day is a favorite and you don’t want to 
miss it, so come by the First Lutheran 
Lawn on July 8th and make sure to 
bring your towel, sunscreen, and your 
suit. 
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Imagine if every student in the Pikes Peak region 
had everything they needed to get a strong start 

to the 2022/2023 school year!  
 
This summer, on July 30th and Aug 6th, COSILoveYou will host 
its 3rd Annual Backpack Bash, where they’ll welcome thou-
sands of students and families at six locations across our community. These events include backpacks 
filled with essential school supplies, additional health services, and the opportunity to have fun as a 
family in a carnival-style setting. The Backpack Bash is meant to serve families who would benefit 
from a little extra support as we start the school year and connect them to local partners that can sup-
port them throughout the year! 
 
To accomplish this event, they need our help! There are two ways First Lutheran has promised to  
support the Backpack Bash: 
 

• Donate Backpacks - Their greatest need (more than school supplies) is NEW backpacks. You will 
find wooden bins in the Gathering Place to donate NEW backpacks. 

 

• Volunteer at the Backpack Bash - If you're interested in lending your time and energy to the 
events associated with the Backpack Bash, First Lutheran is hoping to have a large volunteer pres-
ence. Last year the Downtown Location (Hillside Community Center) was short volunteers. If you 
could help there, it would be greatly appreciated! Register to volunteer at any location here: 
https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice 

 

If you know a family that would benefit from attending this event, please invite them! The best place to 
send them for info regarding how to attend a Backpack Bash is https://backpackbash.com/ 
 

Please donate ONLY Backpacks. No school supplies. 

BACKPACK BASH! 

https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice
https://backpackbash.com/


8  

 

BECOME INVOLVED 
ALL-CHURCH 
EVENT: FAITH DAY 
2022 AT COLORADO 
ROCKIES 

Sunday, August 14, 2022 
Coors Field 
20th and Blake Streets 
Denver, CO 
$18/person 
 

THE 17TH ANNUAL COLORADO ROCKIES 
FAITH DAY  Join FLC and other Christians 
from all over the state to come together for a 
time of fellowship at the ballpark! Each tick-
et includes the Rockies game and a post-
game concert performed by We The King-
dom.  
Register here: 
 https://bit.ly/38feJUp 

First Lutheran has a support group for  
women who have experienced the loss of a 
partner. They will meet for their monthly 
luncheon Thursday, June 16, 11:30 a.m., Olive 
Garden at the Citadel Crossing, 513 N. Acade-
my. Please contact Jan Hanlin at 719.632.2360 if 
you plan to attend.  PLEASE NOTE:  The group 
will not meet in July. 

INTRODUCING 
FLC  
CARD  
MINISTRY 
 
How did it make you feel when you received a 
card after a surgery, when you lost a loved one 
or when you celebrated a special birthday or 
anniversary? What if you had been flooded with 
cards? How special to know that so many people 
were thinking about you and praying for you! 
That is the goal of the new FLC Card Ministry. 
As a part of this special ministry, you would re-
ceive an email if someone were having surgery, 
lost a loved one, or is celebrating a special event 
(birth, baptism, special birthday/anniversary, 
Confirmation, etc.). You would mail them a 
card. If you unable to do so for any reason (you 
are on vacation, etc.), no worries! There are 
enough people in the card ministry group so 
that the person is still flooded with cards! A 
Card Request Form will be added to the 
“Church” app so that you can request cards for 
family and friends outside of our congregation. 
For example, your daughter in Texas is having 
surgery. Wouldn’t it be wonderful for her to 
know that FLC is keeping her in prayer! If you 
enjoy sending cards, please email cher-
yl@flccs.net to let her know you’d like to be part 
of this very special ministry!  Use this link to 
request a card for a loved one:  
https://bit.ly/3LNss30 

https://bit.ly/38feJUp
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
https://bit.ly/3LNss30
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JULY IN-GATHERING OF CLEANING SUPPLIES  
TO SUPPORT “ONE NATION WALKING TOGETHER” 
 
One Nation Walking Together strives to make a positive impact in the lives of Native Americans. A 
people that are greatly underserved and misrepresented, ONWT is an organization about People 
helping People—not a cause. By addressing the specific needs of each community, we serve, One  
Nation can be more than a “dump and run” charity. We deliver the necessities of life to our Native 
brothers and sisters. 
First Lutheran is holding a Cleaning Supplies and Paper Products drive during the month of July. 
Please bring your items to the Gathering Place and let’s build a grand pile along the brick wall. 
 
Paper Products           Cleaning Supplies        
Toilet Paper            Dish Soap           NEW Brooms/Dustpans 
Paper Towels            Laundry detergent       NEW Dusters 
Napkins              Stain remover                
Kleenex               Bleach pen           Steel Wool 
Paper Plates            All-Purpose Cleaner       NEW Towels 
Paper Cups             Disinfecting Wipes       Rubber Gloves 
Sandwich Bags           Disinfecting Spray       Glass cleaner 
Freezer Bags            NEW Toilet Bowl Brush     Wood Cleaner 
Plastic Wrap            Toilet Bowl Cleaner       Soft Scrub 
Aluminum Foil           NEW Scrub Brush       Comet 
Waxed Paper            Scrubbing Sponges       Air Freshener 
Parchment Paper          Microfiber Cloths        Floor Cleaner 
Kitchen Trash Bags         NEW Mops/Refills       Magic Erasers 
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

This month the group will meet at The  Golden 
Bee at The Broadmoor, 1 Lake Circle, May 19 at 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR IN 
JUNE 

 

How to Do Nothing:  
Resisting the Attention 
Economy  
   BY JENNY ODELL 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION LED BY MICHAELA ESKEW 
JUNE 5 TO JUNE 26 
9:30 – 10:30 A.M. IN THE PEEL HOUSE 
 
Anyone else feeling burned out? Anyone else 
want to make sure this summer is rejuvenating 
and not draining? Join us for a book discussion 
on the New York Times Bestseller, How To Do 
Nothing. We will look hard at the things that 
take our attention and keep us on the wheel of 
“efficiency”. Because when we can take stock of 
what is stealing our attention, we can better 
focus our attention on the things that would 
make our lives and world better. Books will be 
made available for sale throughout the class, or 
your welcome to buy your own version – hard-
copy, ebook or audiobook.  
 
June 19 – Not meeting, please attend the  
Strategic Planning Listening Session 
 
June 26 – Chapter 5, 6, and Conclusion 
 

COLORADO WILDFLOWERS  
PROGRAM by Judy Hagge  
Wednesday, June 22, 2022 
Peel House Parlor 
Potluck Lunch at 11 a.m. with program to follow 
Deadline for RSVP: Monday June 20, 2022 
 
Please join the OWLs group as we attend a 40-
minute photo presentation on Wildflowers of the 
Pikes Peak Region and Beyond by Judy Hagge.  
Learn about some rare flowers, when and 
where to find the most common blooms along 
local trails, and what you might find in your 
back yard.  She will also share favorite sites and 
festivals to visit to find wildflowers around our 
beautiful state.  Judy has been hiking and pho-
tographing wildflowers in the mountains for 
many years.  Come join in as we fellowship dur-
ing a potluck lunch before the presentation.  
Please sign-up using the following link https://
bit.ly/3MXL2He or feel free to call 
the church at 719.632.8836.   

https://bit.ly/3MXL2He
https://bit.ly/3MXL2He
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

TRAIL TREKKERS 
 

THURSDAYS IN MAY, JUNE, JULY, 
2022 

(ANYONE CAPABLE OF HIKING 3-6 MILES IS WEL-
COME.) 
8 A.M. IN JUNE AND JULY 
 

Trail ratings (based on feedback from participants) 
 Easy - mostly level; mostly smooth trail surface; not 
more than three miles 
 Moderate - elevation gain/loss; somewhat rugged 
terrain; four-six miles in length 
 

Email Judy Hagge to sign up for the hike:  
 outdoorjudy@comcast.net  
   

A reminder will be sent to you prior to each hike.  
Please "reply" by e-mail to "sign up." 
 

• JUNE 16 – PUTNEY GULCH (SOUTH OF  
  DIVIDE) 
Directions: meet at the southeast corner of the 
Safeway parking lot, 3275 W. Colorado Ave. 
 

 This trail winds slowly through the mixed-
growth forest to a tall-grass meadow and a 
creek……on to Horsethief Park, where hikers will 
be rewarded with a stunning view of Sentinel 
Peak.  Mushrooms are often abundant on this 
trail.  Bring a sack lunch.  (5 miles; rated moder-
ate with elevation changes.) 

2022 GRADUATES 

ARIK AUFDERHEIDE graduated from Pine 
Creek High School. He was a Creek Connector, 
a three-year varsity letter winner on the hockey 
team, two-year letter award recipient in band 
(trumpet), four-year letter award recipient in 
choir, member of elite a’cappella group 
(Fusion) for two years, member of the All-State 
Tenor-Bass Choir senior year, and recipient of 
the Director’s Award For Outstanding Senior 
In Vocal Music and Choir.  He will be attending 
University of Colorado-Boulder in the fall with 
a possible emphasis in a health-care related 
career (medicine/nursing). 
 

JOSEPH HEINY  graduated from Air 
Academy High School. He will attend Adams 
State University in Alamosa this fall. His 
current plan is to pursue music composition 
and graphic design. 
 

AIDAN W. MCMILLAN is a graduate of The   
Classical Academy High School where he 
received The Director's award for band. 
In the fall he will be attending The University 
of Utah School of Music to study Music 
Education and Performance.  
 
PAUL WICKS graduated from James Irwin 
Charter High School and was recognized 
for being on the Dean's List. This fall he 
will be attending Utah State University in 
Logan, pursuing a degree in international 
business. 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
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WORSHIP  

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED  
AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Here is the current schedule: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30,  
        and 11 a.m.  
• Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 

• Wednesday Night LIGHT on the lawn 
(weather permitting) & live stream  

 worship, 7 p.m. 

 
YOUNG ADULT WORSHIP 

Join young adults from the Pikes Peak region 
in fellowship, worship, community, and dis-
cussion. Gather meets twice a month to spend 
time asking challenging questions of our-
selves, our faith, and our world. All young 
adults (18-35) from across race, faith back-
ground, gender, sexuality, and perspective are 
welcome here to meet, to be, to gather. 
 

Dates this summer: June 14 & 28, July 12 & 26, 
and August 9 & 23. Peel House Parlor 

MEET THE MINISTER 
Thursdays this summer, Michaela Eskew, our Minis-
ter of Faith Formation, will be holding space in one 
of Colorado Springs’ favorite coffee shops to wel-
come Young Adults for casual conversation and com-
panionship. In June, Michaela will be at Wild Goose 
Meeting House on Tejon from 9:30 -11:30 a.m. every 
Thursday morning. Drop in and leave whenever you 
want. We just want to provide a space to check-in 
and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee together. 
 
ROCK CLIMBING AT CITY ROCK 
June 22, 8-9:30 p.m. 
Come enjoy some indoor rock climbing at City Rock! 
Bring $25 to cover rental costs and “Night Owl 
Climb” cost. Meet at City Rock, parking is available 
on the street or in the Kiowa Garage. 
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The incoming results from the Congregational Survey 
have shown that First Lutheran is most interested in 
Young Adults, age 18 – 30. When I was hired into my posi-
tion as Minister of Faith Formation, I was told of First 
Lutheran’s last strategic goals and the focus the church 
had on reaching this population. It seems that we still 
have that desire, and it is the one goal in the past 3-5 years 
that we just didn’t reach. First Lutheran is not alone in our 
desire to reach this group of people. Many of you likely 
know a young adult that is not currently worshipping at 
any congregation, let alone First Lutheran. So, why is 
that? 
 

I have been meeting with young adults, partnering with young adult ministries here in the Springs, and pursu-
ing my own training in Young Adult Ministry through Fuller Youth Institute. Over the next few months, I plan to 
be writing periodically here in the Ekklesia on things I have learned in hopes that as a congregation, we can grow 
in our outreach to Young Adults. 
 

The first thing I’ve learned about Young Adults, and some of you may know this already, is that they don’t follow 
the same “life path” that generations before them have. In the graphic you see here, the central line is the life path 
that many of us took. Some of us might have taken one of the off-roads mentioned, but few of us have taken mul-
tiple off-roads or even gone back a step. Young Adults today are maneuvering all around this central life path and 
they feel the pressure and often shame of not making it to the next expected checkpoint in due time.  
 

One way that we can support this generation is to stop asking them questions that assume they are on the central 
life path. This assumption often leads our young adults to feel that they are “wrong” because they don’t have the 
“right” answers. Here are a few examples of the “typical questions” we might ask and then an alternative that 
would be more understanding of the trials and tribulations of young adults as they find their way.  
 

Ask this: “What are you working on now?” 
Not that: “What college/school do you go to?” 
 

Ask this: “What are you looking forward to in the next few weeks?” 
Not that: “Where do you work?” 
 

Ask this: “What’s draining you?” 
Not that: “Where do you live?”  
 

Ask this: “Who inspires you?” 
Not that: “Do you have a boyfriend/girlfriend/husband/wife?” or “Are you single?” 

YOUNG ADULTS 
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June 19 
Lori Lane 
 
June 20 
Jen Weis 
Mindy Mahler 
Debbie Wiseman 
 
June 21 
Jeanne Clark 
Wendell Hjelmstad 
John Perry 
Gini Simonson 
Savannah Striegel 
 
June 22 
Randy Hollar 
Reina Keenan 
Adele Navarro 

Cecilia Navarro 
Lillian Navarro 
Silje Ostrem 
Nayeli Peterson 
 
June 23 
Jan Hanlin 
Kiersten Lehmkuhl 
Suzanne Louden 
 
June 24 
Pete Bredlau 
Patsy Pederson 
Susan Schledorn 
 
June 25 
Steve Anderson 
Al Hassebrock 
Megan Plante 

June 19 
Rod & Carol Schlater - 46 years 
 
June 20 
Terry & Judy Hjelkrem - 57 years 
Dan & Celia Molner - 41 years 
 
June 21 
Mike & Ellen Haase - 42 years 
Jeff & Angie Hesselberg - 36 years 
Kathy & Barry Holmes - 53 years 
Kerry & Candy Lesoing - 44 years 
Darrell & Rondi Shafer - 47 years 
 
June 22 
Robert & Susan Howland - 31 years 
Lance & Lisa Nelson - 15 years 
Mike & Patti Olsen - 54 years 
 
June 23 
Don & Diane Heinemann - 49 years 
Dave & Suzanne Miller - 43 years 
Rev. Paul & Lois Peel - 59 years 
Becky Wesley & Lou Valdez - 21 years 
 
June 24 
Jim & Cayth Brady - 50 years 
Nichole & Matthew Brtek - 22 years 
John & Linda Samuelson - 55 years 

Happy Birthday  
to  

Wendell Hjelmstad 
who will be 94 

on June 21. 
Congratulations! 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
William Backlund 
Janice Baldwin 
Jacque Bokelman 
Betsy Bonner 
Penn Boyd 
Hub Braden 
John Braden 
Jeremy Bronander 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Jerry Brunet 
Doris Cartwright 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Judy Compton 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Mark Delay & Family 
Steven Denny & Family 
Barbara Diem 
JR Edmunds 
Sherri Foos 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Steven Gregg 
Lee Gross 
Dan & Jan Hammond 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Stacey Hudson 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Ron Huston  
Wendell James & Family 
Paul & Karrie Jarosz & 
Family 
Josh Jones 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Sally Koster 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Elijah Lopez 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Ed Martin 
Jim Matthews 
Jay McCoy 
Carolyn McDole 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Ryan Miller 
Lucille Moe 
Evelyn Mountain 
Scott Moyer 
Mark Mueller 
The Russ Mueller Family 
Patrick Murphy 
Gary Naber 
Cheryl Naanes 
Sam Norton 
Hannah Miller 
Carol Olson 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 

Perry & Lisa 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Don Reed 
Everett Ricks & Family 
Connie Robinson 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Doris Scott 
Ron Scott 
Tara Soppe 
Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 

The memorial service for  
CLIFF ALLEN 

will be Friday, June 17 at 1 p.m.  
in the Worship Center. 

Martie Stott 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron & Cindi Thorson 
Tracey Tinsley 
Jim Underwood 
Jessica Valentine 
Mary Ward 
Kim Watts 
Lynn Whaley 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
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                    WHERE ARE ALL THE VOLUNTEERS? 
                 Pre-COVID the Coordinator of Lay Ministries randomly assigned   volunteer 
                positions each quarter. If the assignment didn’t work for the  volunteer, it was  
              their job to trade dates with someone or find a substitute. Over the past year or so, I 
            have been modifying and tweaking the way we fill  volunteer positions. Currently  
          about 6 weeks prior to the start of a new quarter I send out sign-up sheets so that volun- 
          teers can choose the dates/times they’d like to serve. On May 23rd,  I sent out emails for volun-
       teers to sign up for the 3rd Quarter of  2022. The following chart shows where we stand thus far. 
       As you can see, the biggest issue is that many have not yet signed up for dates/times to serve or per 
    haps haven’t opened their emails from noreply@elexiochms.com. It takes many generous people to make 
   Sunday services an enjoyable experience for all. If you aren’t on my volunteer list and would like to volun-

  Number of Posi-
tions in Q3 

Percentage of 
Volunteers That 

Have Chosen 
Dates to Serve 

Percentage of 
Positions Filled 

Altar Team         

1st and 3rd Sundays       

  Acolyte 36 26% 33% 

  Communion Assistant 36 16% 53% 

2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays       

  Acolyte/Communion Assistant 42   43% 

Communion 
Team         

  Communion Set-Up 26 41% 88% 

  Communion Clean-Up 26 15% 50% 

Welcome 
Team         

  Greeter 130 28% 62% 

  81% of 9:30 Greeter positions are filled       

  Usher 130 26% 60% 

  79% of 9:30 Usher positions are filled       

  Usher Coordinator 39 36% 36% 

Count Team 39 42% 77% 

Flower Delivery 13 14% 100% 

Laundry 26 38% 31% 

Coffee Reception 39 6% 13% 

Sanctuary Clean-Up 13 13% 38% 

Welcome Center 26 28% 73% 

Worship at 
The Gardens 
Skilled Nurs-
ing and Re-
hab         

  Pianist 6 38% 67% 

  Worship Assistant 12 40% 33% 

  Worship Leader 6 75% 83% 

mailto:noreply@elexiochms.com

