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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

The messy middle. That’s what I’m calling this 
new era in pandemic life. It’s the time when 
some of our institutions are reopening and 
some are remaining closed. It’s a time of disa-
greement between levels of government on 
what’s appropriate. It’s a time when sides are 
mapped out and people feel compelled to 
choose a side and be for something and against 
something else. It’s a time when the economy 
is pitted against health, and government gets 
pitted against religion. It’s a time of frustra-
tion, impatience, anger and division. And, I 
hate to say this, it’s going to last for a while.  
The messy middle is when there are no easy 
answers for moving forward, and the answers 
we had at the beginning no longer satisfy. In 
the Bible the messy middle is often referred to 
as wilderness. Israel wandered for 40 years in 
the wilderness. They weren’t really going any-
where or making progress. Things had been 
clear when they needed to get out of slavery, 
but then once that was accomplished, they 
were kinda stuck wandering around waiting 
for the time when they could go to the prom-
ised land. They only had food for one day at a 
time, and their only map was a cloud by day 
and fire by night leading them but not telling 
them where they were going. They got frustrat-
ed and angry. They yelled and grumbled at 
their leaders. There were rebellions and fights 
and bickering. The wilderness isn’t a fun place 
to be. It’s a place of ambiguity that stresses us 
out.  

But God was there in the wilderness with the 
people. God gave them leaders. God gave them 
food. God gave them water. God healed their 
sicknesses. God disciplined them and taught 
them and parented them. God trained them 
how to be a people, how to be a community, 
how to be faithful.  
God is with us in the messy middle. Even when 
we disagree and get frustrated, impatient, de-
spondent or angry. God will hold us together 
and guide us forward. But we will need to give 
each other grace. We will need to keep asking, 
‘What might God teach me during this time?’ 
I am asking for your grace, kindness and pa-
tience. There’s no playbook for how to lead a 
congregation through a pandemic. I’m working 
with other congregational leaders, staff and 
Council, to weigh the risks to our people’s 
health against the spiritual needs we have 
against the guidelines offered to us. We will 
make decisions and some of you will applaud 
us and some of you will be disappointed. I’m 
asking that no matter what happens in the 
messy months ahead, that you stay together 
and love each other. The forces that will try to 
pull communities like ours apart will get 
stronger in the months ahead. Let’s decide 
now, before we get too far into this wilderness, 
that we will come out on the other side more 
united and committed to one another than be-
fore. Amen? 
              -Pastor Travis 



   ANOTHER GOAL EXCEEDED! 
WOW, First Lutheran you have done it again. We set a goal of raising $2000.00 for Care and Share to 
feed 40 families. This goal was ambitious as it was way more than the 750 lbs. of food we normally col-
lect in May. But you went over and above and gave $3,510.00 to feed the hungry in Colorado Springs! 
Well done! That means we are feeding 70 families for a full month! Thank you so much! 
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Acts 1:1-11 
 

That must have been an interesting time between the 
resurrection of Jesus and the ascension of Jesus.  For 
forty days Jesus made appearances to his followers. 
He must have showed them his wounds and let them 
marvel in the fact of the resurrection. He spent time 
teaching them and preparing them for what was 
coming next. He told them to stay in Jerusalem, to 
wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Forty days, that’s a long time, but not a really long 
time.  We’ve been in quarantine now for about 80 
days, twice as long as the disciples had with Jesus 
before he ascended to heaven. Those forty were a 
time of transition much like we’re in now. A time of 
knowing that something old is complete and finished 
and something new is coming.  We know the old, but 
we don’t quite know the new yet. We’re still waiting 
for it. 
 
The death and resurrection of Jesus marked a huge 
turning point in the journey of the disciples. Before, 
they were on a path to conflict with the leaders in 
their world.  They were learning what Jesus taught 
and bravely sharing it with all who would listen, even 
though it disrupted the world.  All of that led to the 
cross and the death of Jesus. Then came  the resurrec-
tion, Jesus alive and well, Jesus stronger than all the 
opponents.  Not just earthly opposition, but the cos-
mic, spiritual opposition of death itself is defeated. 
 
But now what?  What comes after resurrection?  
What comes after that display of power and truth?  
Jesus makes the rounds; proves he really has been 
raised from the dead.  The disciples naturally wonder 
aloud, “So does that mean you’ll restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” And then poof, he’s gone.  A cloud enve-
lopes him, he is lifted up, and just like that Jesus is 

gone.  Have you ever wondered why Jesus left?  We 
confess it in the creed, ‘I believe in Jesus Christ…. 
who ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.’ Why is Jesus there instead of 
here?  Jesus makes it plain to the disciples that the 
mission is not over, the plan of God is not finished.  
He brings up John the Baptist’s words, ‘At the begin-
ning I baptize you with water but one who is coming 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  Jesus’ ascen-
sion to heaven is all part of a plan to empower us 
with the Holy Spirit.  The idea is to transition to a 
new chapter in God’s plan to save this world.  If the 
first act were to send Jesus to defeat death on the 
cross, the second act is to create a people filled with 
the Spirit to invite others into what Jesus made pos-
sible.   
 
Jesus commands his followers to stay in Jerusalem 
and wait for the Holy Spirit. He tells them they will 
receive power and they will be witnesses of Jesus to 
the whole world. First in the city and then in the re-
gion and then to the ends of the earth. Do you see 
what Jesus is saying? He goes up so that we might go 
out. He leaves, so he can live through us. We are the 
hands and feet of Christ and more importantly the 
voice of Christ to this world. We are the body of 
Christ called to bring Christ with us wherever we go.  
We are witnesses so that Jesus’ life can be given to 
new people around the world.  Jesus does this for two 
reasons, I think.  One is for our continued growth in 
discipleship. It’s very difficult to learn anything if 
you’re never given the opportunity to do it on your 
own. Think about when you’re teaching your child 
how to ride a bike.  At first you hold on to the back of 
their seat and help them keep balance.  You jog with 
them and encourage them, but eventually you must 
let go; you have to let them ride on their own.  Now 
what happens when you let go that first time? They 
fall down, they scrape a knee, they start crying.  Does 
that pain mean you shouldn’t have let go? NO. You go 
to them and comfort them and help them get up 
again. You go over what went wrong and then you do 
it all over again, and you let go again.  A child will 
never learn to ride if you never let go.   
I think Jesus ascends into heaven in part to help us 
mature as his followers to do what he has taught us 
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to do.  WE are called to be witnesses to the ends of the 
earth, and that’s exactly what we’ve done. We haven’t 
been perfect by any stretch of the imagination. Some-
times the church has failed miserably at being wit-
nesses to Jesus, but every generation gets its chance to 
learn how to tell the world about God.  One of the 
marks of the church has been how it has behaved dur-
ing times of pandemic. In the mid-200s a great plague 
killed many in the ancient world. While most people 
fled the cities and left the family members to die alone 
and uncared for, Christians were known for tending 
to the sick and caring for them at great risk to them-
selves, some of them even dying as a result. In doing 
so they gave witness to Jesus who had conquered 
death  and freed them to serve their neighbor in sacri-
ficial love.  Many of you have probably read Martin 
Luther’s thoughts on the faithful action during the 
Bubonic Plague 
that he endured.  
 
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumi-
gate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I 
shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not 
needed in order not to become contaminated and thus per-
chance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a 
result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he 
will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of 
me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or 
the death of others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall 
not avoid place or person, but will go freely." 
 
 Martin Luther again showed that Christian witness 
has a focus on the neighbor and willingness to serve. 
We are called right now to bear witness to Jesus by 
putting others ahead of ourselves and making sacrific-
es to serve our neighbor.  Christians should be known 
not for selfishly trying to get back to the way of life 
that suits us but for willingly sacrificing our comfort 
and needs for the sake of those who are in need.  This 
moment is our generation’s opportunity to be witness-
es to Jesus, by our love, compassion, generosity and 
humility.  As this time wears on and wears us down, 
may the Spirit give us strength to continue to ask how 
we can bear witness to Jesus in this moment.  Let us 
not give into the temptation, to put ourselves above 
our neighbor or to draw lines that create divisions in 

our community.  Instead, let us work hard to care for 
those who are sick and to help those who are hurting 
in any way. 
 
Jesus ascends to give us the chance to continue the 
mission to bring all people to faith in Christ. We are 
in the next chapter, the final chapter of God’s mis-
sion to save his beloved creation.  We are not alone 
in this chapter, the Holy Spirit has been given to us, 
leading us through the challenges of being the 
church today. We keep our eyes on the ground and 
on the work we are called to do.  When Jesus ascend-
ed to heaven, the disciples craned their necks up-
ward to see where he had gone. But then the angels 
came and redirected their attention. “Why do you 
look toward heaven?  Jesus will come back in the 
same way you saw him go.”  We know how this story 
ends, with Jesus returning to earth and finally estab-
lishing the Kingdom God wants here:  a kingdom of 
healing and peace and purity, of equality, justice and 
love.  But when he comes, what will we be doing?  
Craning our necks to heaven?  Or busy sharing the 
promise with those around us in word and deed?  
You’ve heard the critique against some of us Chris-
tians, that we’re so heavenly minded that we’re no 
earthly good. The ascension isn’t a date to be heaven-
ly minded.  It’s a day to be about the work Jesus has 
trusted us to do.   
 
Who can you call today to see how they are doing?  
What organization can you support financially today 
to make sure they survive this pandemic? Who can 
you forgive and welcome back into friendship? Who 
can you encourage by sharing how your faith has 
strengthened you during this time? How can you be 
a witness to the teachings and love of Jesus? He be-
lieves you can. He has entrusted us with this work. 
He is smiling down from the right hand of the Fa-
ther as we go about doing what he knows we can do, 
and He will come back and bring all our work into 
his kingdom, showing us finally what part we played 
in the final project of salvation. 
 
               -Pastor Travis 
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A PLACE TO 
TALK 
 
An online community 
10am on Thursday 
mornings via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/
j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 
 
While we are not gathering at the church, we 
continue to try to find ways to bring people 
together.  This is Thursday morning group is 
the online community of the “Growing Old 
Gracefully” group. It is led by Pastor Maertens, 
Pastor Anderson & Jan, and Dr. David Fenell. 
We invite you to grab a cup of coffee and join 
in this conversation.  We know it isn’t quite 
the same as gathering around the coffee and 
cookies at church but you might be surprised 
how similar it is and how much you’ll enjoy 
that second cup of coffee in the morning with 
your church friends!  If you have any ques-
tions about the group or the technology to ac-
cess it, please call Pastor Carrie at 703-587-
5636 or drop her an email at carrie@flccs.net. 
Look forward to seeing you online! 
 
June 11:  The subject is Grief presented by Pas-
tor Maertens. Please call the church, 632-8836 
for a copy of Pastor Maertens’ book, My Jour-
ney Through Grief . 
 
June 18:  The subject is Alzheimer’s presented 
by Jan Anderson, N.P.  
 
June 25:  The topic is Suicide presented by Dr. 
David Fenell. 

THE GIFT OF 
YEARS 
I am reading a new 
book, Elderhood, Rede-
fining Aging, Transforming Medicine, Reimagin-
ing Life by Louise Aronson, M.D. I am finding 
it very fascinating and an excellent sequel to 
Joan Chittister's, The Gift of Years. When I 
come across some interesting items in the 
book, I will share them with you. If you like, we 
can talk about the things I have written in our 
Zoom cast, "A Place to Talk." 

Here are two items I found of interest. In  the 
first illustration, medical students were asked 
to define the word old when referenced to a 
person. The answers were wrinkled, bent over, 
slow-moving, bald, and white hair. Many also 
wrote weak, fragile, feeble, frail, or sick. Then 
the same group was asked to write words asso-
ciated with the elderly; the most common 
word was wise. Other responses were respect, 
leader, experience, power, money, and 
knowledge. You might recall that one of the 
many gifts of aging that Joan Chittister men-
tions is that we are the elders of our genera-
tions. Our wisdom, collected over the years, is 
the gift we give to the younger generation. 
Several weeks ago, there was an article in N.Y. 
Times that stated the older generation had an 
easier time adjusting to the "stay-at-home" 
order than the younger generation because 
over their lifetime, they had developed the 
emotional experience to deal with hardship. A 
long life teaches you some valuable lessons. 

I wondered, when did old age become a by-
word for uselessness? Fifty-seven pages later, 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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Aronson answers. " In the late nineteenth cen-
tury, Americans started to view the body as a 
machine and not as a gift from God. Their 
sense of old age changed too, having previously 
seen older people as closer to God. Americans 
now saw them through the lens of the industri-
alization lacking function and efficiency. Old 
age began to be seen as "less than" compared 
with youth. Aging became associated with de-
cline and obsolescence, conditions people dis-
tance themselves from even today, invoking 
the same singularly mechanistic definition of 
human worth." 

The younger generation sees us as useless be-
cause we are not as savvy as they are when it 
comes to using the latest technology like com-
puters, smartphones or pads. There was anoth-
er article about "old people" and computers 
that marveled about Joe Biden and Bernie 
Sanders communicating with one another us-
ing Zoom. We "old folks" do it every week when 
we sign into "A Place to Talk." 

Chittister said, "Don't let anyone define who 
you are, you define yourself." I will go one step 
further. God had already defined you when you 
were baptized. You are a child of God. That 
means no matter what your physical condi-
tions, mental state, the color of skin, sexual 
orientation, or past actions, you are worthy of 
respect. The Psalmist writes, "You made us a 
little lower than you yourself, and you have 
crowned us with glory and honor." Ps 8:5, Con-
temporary Version of the English Bible.  

"Thank you for making me so wonderfully 
complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—
how well I know it." Ps. 139:14 ) New Living 
Translation 

CARING FOR THE DEAD DURING A 
PANDEMIC AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
 
Until the state of emergency is lifted for Colo-
rado, we will be limited in our memorial prac-
tices in the following ways:  
 
Memorial Service:  We are able to provide me-
morial services at the church but can only allow 
ten people in the Sanctuary. We are able to vid-
eotape the service and provide a link for others 
to view.   
Graveside Service:  We are able to provide a 
graveside service outdoors. All people will be 
required to practice social distancing of six feet 
between one another. We are able to accommo-
date 10 people at present.  
Inurnment Service: We are able to provide in-
urnment services at our columbarium and re-
quire that all people practice social distancing 
of six feet between one another. We are able to 
accommodate 10 people at present.  
Receptions:   We are not able to host a recep-
tion following any services at this time.  
   
While we are limited in what we are able to 
provide at this time, we are able to work with 
you to begin planning for a memorial service 
which will take place after the pandemic has 
passed. To begin the pre-planning process, 
please contact Teri Swanner in the church of-
fice at 719-632-8836 or by email:  teri@flccs.net.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to host a 
memorial service for your loved one at a later 
date when we can all safely gather and cele-
brate their life. 

https://biblehub.com/nlt/psalms/139.htm
https://biblehub.com/nlt/psalms/139.htm
mailto:teri@flccs.net
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PEEL HOUSE PERSPECTIVES 
GETTING CLOSER… 
           Pastor Carrie 
 
The Renovation Team has continued to meet via Zoom in the month of May.  Our 

final tasks to complete design documents included bringing our scope of work in line with our budg-
et and the gifts that were committed in the Rekindle the Gift campaign.  The Renovation Team had a 
significant task in reducing our costs while maintaining all the critical reconstruction and renova-
tion needs of the Peel House.  We are pleased that we have come to a point where the necessary cut-
backs have been made in ways that won’t significantly impact the safety, function, or design of the 
house.  In going through this process, we were able to scale back in some areas and make swaps in 
other areas that had a significant financial savings and will still create a functional and eye-pleasing 
space. In addition we were blessed with an additional $19K in gifts to maintain two parts of the de-
sign that include an interior brick wall in our new elevator addition and entrance, and the installa-
tion of a gas fireplace in the NW chamber which will serve as a comfortable meeting area.  We do still 
have a few special projects in the house that could be added if any additional funding is committed, 
including upgrades in our new youth room, a beautiful carpet runner on the main staircase, and two 
custom historical wall art pieces that are decorative and speak to the history of First Lutheran and 
the mansion.  We are so grateful for the generosity of the congregation, and each time we gather to 
continue planning for this project we do so with grateful hearts and a mind towards being good 
stewards of all with which we have been blessed. 
 
As we move closer to the completion of design documents and the permits and approvals that come 
with those, we have also started to clean out the relics of the Peel House.  We have used much of the 
space in the house as storage for seasonal items that are used in the main building.  Our youth pro-
gramming and Sunday School have closets of items that are used not on a weekly basis but through-
out the year that are being relocated. Over the years we have acquired new tables and chairs for the 
main building that are lighter and easier to store. The old furniture was moved to the Peel House and 
will now be taken out as we plan for new furnishings in that space.  It is very exciting to see this pro-
ject coming together and to even begin cleaning out the relics as we prepare for groundbreaking. We 
will continue to keep you posted as we get closer to the groundbreaking and anticipate ways that we 
can share that experience with you!  
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I CAN’T BELIEVE I DID THIS! 
Do you sometimes think that you are the only 
one who can't unscrew the child-proof cap on 
your prescription container or struggle to open 
the plastic bags in the vegetable section of the 
grocery store? How about the only one who 
wakes stiff and sore in the morning and needs 
to perform stretching exercises to get moving? 
Did you ever put the ice cream in the cupboard 
rather than the freezer? 

I like to read stories about older adults like my-
self. The stories affirm I am not the only one 
who struggles. The point is, 
just because we struggle 
does not mean we are over-
the-hill. It does not give so-
ciety the right to dismiss us. 
Have you ever gone to the 
doctor's office with a young-
er person, and the doctor 
talks to the younger person 
about your health as if you are not there? 

I recently read Jane Brody's article, Guide to Life 
in Lockdown. It was nice to know that she lived 
the same "relative sameness of every day." 
Knowing this, I no longer fret when my kids 
ask me, "What's new Dad?" I tell it like it is, 
"nothing." I have no exciting tales about the 
trout that broke my line or mountain top pho-
tos. My weeks are like scenes from the movie, 
Groundhog Day.  

I was also happy to learn that Jane checks her 
phone to know what day it is. Not knowing 
what day, it is not a sign of dementia, it is the 
emptiness of days. It was also nice to learn that 

she has a problem with concentration. Like me, 
she must read the same paragraphs over and 
over before it makes sense. As I am writing this, 
Sally came home after a visit to her primary 
doctor. She was telling me about the new proce-
dures regulating office visits. I was saying, “I 
can understand that”, when I realized I had not 
understood a word she said. I had no idea I was 
listening but not comprehending. 

A recent widow shared that she goes to her hus-
band's grave every day and has lunch with him. 

She wanted to know if she 
was crazy. The other people 
in the group shared their 
secret behavior. One man 
took his wife's nightgown to 
bed with him because it still 
had the scent of her per-
fume. A woman has worn 
her husband's sweater for 

the same reason. 

Most of us question some of our behavior. Be-
cause we don't talk about our behavior, it is 
easy to come to the wrong conclusion. We think 
we are dumb, have dementia, or we are losing 
our mind. 

During the COVID 19 pandemic, we are prone 
to change our behavior like everyone else. We 
are not losing it. We are adapting to a new nor-
mal. Participating in “A Place to Talk” is a way 
to see how others are handling the crisis. 

              -Pastor Maertens 

See p. 6 for info on “A Place to Talk” 
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ADOPT A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR! 
 
Let’s shower our high school seniors with extra love! They continue to have 
so many disappointments this year: no senior breakfast, prom, yearbook 
signing day, last day of school out in the parking lot, graduation, parties, 

just to mention a few. We can do a lot to cheer them up!  Contact Shelly at shelly@flccs.net if you’d 
like to ‘adopt’ one or even two of them. You will be provided a name, short bio and address; the 
rest is up to you.  You can send cards, gifts, lunch, etc. Please make sure you include some words of 
wisdom to pass on to this amazing group of kids!   

SMALL GROUP DIGITAL  
OPPORTUNITIES 
ZOOM AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 
 
Almost everything is more fun when we do it 
together!  I know that many of you are missing 
the chance to gather regularly for all the things 
that we would usually do at church, quilting 
groups, men’s Bible study, prayer shawl minis-
try, just to name a few. As we continue to fol-
low the Governor’s Safer at Home order, we 
aren’t gathering in the church building but we 
can indeed gather virtually. Sunday School 
classes have continued to meet and Pastor 
Maertans leads the “A Place to Talk” group on 
Thursdays.  If you have a small group that 
would like to connect this way, please contact 
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net or Marcia at 
marcia@flccs.net and we will get a time and a 
Zoom meeting set up for you!  If you are not 
experienced in using Zoom it is a pretty simple 
user format and we will get some basic instruc-
tions out to the group leaders also. Happy 
Zooming friends! 

DAILY BREAD DEVOTIONAL 
 
June 1st will be time for a new Daily Bread 
devotional. You may pick one up starting 
Thursday, May 21, outside of each door off the 
alley (look for the boxes). These will only be 
available on week days not on the weekend. 
You may also access Daily Bread online. The 
address is odb.org. Click on “Today’s 
Devotional”. 

mailto:carrie@flccs.net
mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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Middle school is 4 pm every Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS 
High school is 5 pm every Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through April 30: 
                 $831,487.00 
Year to Date Actual Income through April 30:  
                    $755,706.00 
Amount behind for the year:   $  75,781.00 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the congre-
gation. We still have a large staff to pay as well 
as other bills. We want to continue to support 
those agencies that help those hardest hit dur-
ing times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

ONLINE WORSHIP TOGETHER! 
 

We discovered a new way to worship together 
using Facebook Premiere. Each Sunday we will 
start the online worship video at 9:00 am on 
Facebook. This way we can enjoy it at the same 
time and the pastors can be in the chatroom 
with you to check in and share reflections. The 
video will also continue to be emailed to you at 
7 am on Sundays for you to use at your conven-
ience and also posted on the church website. 
But if you’re a Facebook user and want to join 
us at 9 am, you’re invited! 

ATTENTION GRADUATES! 
We would like to recognize all of our graduates 
 
If your family has a graduate from any school - 
high school, college, trade or nursing school,  
email chris@flccs.net by May 29. Be sure to 
include any special honors, degrees or 
recognition.  
Names will be listed in the Ekklesia on June 3.  

 
     Thank You! 
 

 
Just a quick note to thank you for your 
ongoing support of PPHH. We could not be 
successful in our mission without people like 
you.  
   Sincerely,  
   Ryan Teeples 
   PPHH Board of Directors 

http://www.flccs.net
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR BIOS 
A FEW WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED EACH WEEK 

Hello! My name is 
Bri Anderson! I 
have attended 
Manitou Springs 
School District 
since kindergar-
ten. I have been 
involved in many 
things throughout 
the years. I have 
done cheerleading 

for 4, and have been captain of the team for 3. I 
have been dancing since kindergarten as well. 
Theatre has become important in my life. I’ve 
done onstage performances, but I mainly focus 
on backstage and tech. I have been the stage 
manager for many fall plays, musicals and One 
Acts. This year, we got 2nd place and Best En-
semble at the One Act Competition! I was very 
excited for the musical this year; I actually had 
a speaking part. I like to draw, and do many 
other crafts.  
I have been a part of handbells since 2nd grade, 
beginning in Rainbow Ringers. I look forward 
to bells every week to see Joan, my friends, and 
to play the music. Tour is hands down one of 
the best experiences I’ve ever had in my life, 
and I was super excited to finish my tours off 
in Oregon. I have attended VBS as a camper, 
and then helped with VBS as a kick team mem-
ber. I attended the high school Utah trip, and it 
was amazing. I love playing bells in service; it is 
really cool to see everyone’s faces in the audi-
ence.  
I will be attending University of Northern Col-
orado in the fall, and studying elementary edu-
cation. I cannot wait for college to start and for 
many new things to come! 

My name is Isabel Torres, I 
will be graduating from 
Liberty High School. I have 
been dancing since I was 4 
years old and I am captain 
of the dance team at school 
and part of the executive 
team. I have been going to 
FLC since I was a baby and 
have been involved in the 
youth group, handbells, 
K.I.C.K. Team, and as a 

Sunday school shepherd! One of my favorite 
memories at church was the Moab trip we took 
last summer, because I had so much fun and 
loved going on a trip with some of my best 
friends! I plan to attend Grand Canyon Universi-
ty in the fall and major in justice studies.  

Hi, my name is Robby 
Schmidt. I am 18 years 
old and just graduated 
from air Academy High 
School. I was in the drum 
line for the marching 
band for 3 years, and 
played percussion for the 
concert band. A highlight 
of that was going to the 
Rose Parade in California. I have been on the 
KICK team for 7 years, and love helping at VBS 
every summer. I enjoyed confirmation youth 
group and Sunday services. I had an amazing 
time being Sam Norton’s Sunday school shep-
herd with my good friend Melissa for a year. 
This fall I will be attending UNC in Greeley, 
Colorado. 
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group: 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net. 

May 31 
Sharon de Halas 
 
June 1 
Jeff Hesselberg 
Owen Peterson 
 
June 2 
Judy Bondurant 
Richard Larson 
Troy Littlefield 
Celia Molner 
Barb Page 
Ashley Simms 
Betsy Tuma 
Ross Walton 
Sandra Weber 
 
June 3 
Alexa Plante 
Ronald Swanner 

June 4 
Cynthia Burkland 
Hudson Fitch 
Hayden Gregory 
Marcus Lemkuhl 
Alice Mueller 
 
June 5 
Alexander Anspach 
Nicholas Cartwright 
Sandy Dinegar 
Lyndon Loflin 
Tara Oslund 
 
June 6 
Karen Bartos 
Isabelle Hirigoyen 
Kyle Pfitzinger 
Darrell Shafer 
Leslie Spaziani 
Taylor Zlab 

May 31 
Rene & Tracy Ayala 
 
June 1 
Kim & Richard Beichner - 29 years 
Tom & Judy Bogard - 51 years 
Charlie & Linda Helmstetler - 52 years 
Barb & Jack Schaefer - 24 years 
Roger & Murlene Williams - 52 years 
 
June 2 
Michael & Marcia Foret - 2 years 
Karl & Lottie Hering - 62 years 
 
June 3 
Phil & Eva Plante - 19 years 
Andrew & Janet Van Kampen - 19 years 
 
June 4 
Kari & Dan Bell - 10 years 
Christopher & Michelle Bergst - 9 years 
Lance & Karen Buckingham - 43 years 
Paul & Judy Haller - 32 years 
 
June 5 
Ralph & Jan Anderson - 54 years 
 
June 6 
Ron & Barbara Brackett - 55 years 
Bruce & Susan Harmon - 50 years 
Bernie & Linda Herpin - 55 years 
Terry & Gay Mackey - 61 years 
Sue & George Raabe - 61 years 
Erv & Pam Rokke - 58 years 
Jon & Cathy Wicklund - 39 years 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Bill 
Kira Blaus Plissner 
Marija Blaus-Plissner 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Andrea Bullock 
Judy Compton  
Leslie Crowley 
Frank Davey 
Sharon deHala 
The Dewitt Family 
Bill Duven 
The Ebert Family 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
Al Gagne 
John Gillogley 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Jon Haring 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Ethan Hjelmstad & Family 
Jon Haring 
Cheryl Haver & Family 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Jerry & Marcia 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
Don Mau 

Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Carole Mutzebaugh 
Michelle Narain 
Don & Arline Niles and 
Family 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The Luanne Rimer Family 
Aaron Rindahl 
Erv Rokke 
David & Colleen Rose  
Louis Rosini 
Israel Roth 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
Aaron Thorson 
John Thorson 
Tracey Tinsley 
Jim Underwood 
Karen Weesner 
Tony White 
Dianne Wilkerson 
Scott Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 

From the church bulletin, November 1, 1925 – 
Reformation Day.  A supplement to the bulletin 
this morning contains the names and addresses 
of all the families connected with church.  If 
these lists are worn out hunting up your fellow 
church members and thus deepening our Chris-
tian fellowship, the labor of compiling them will 
be abundantly repaid.  

Thank You from Catholic Charities 
 

Friends at First Lutheran, 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity in this 
crazy time toward emergency response 
efforts. COVID-19 has certainly turned the 
world upside down, especially for the most 
vulnerable in our community. Thank you for 
providing help and, more importantly, hope. 
    
   With gratitude, 
   Brea Reimer-Baum 
   Development Manager 
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