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FIRST LUTHERAN MAY INGATHERING FOOD 
DRIVE FOR CARE & SHARE 
 
Typically we would gather around 750 pounds of food in the 
through way in our church building during the month of 
May and send that food to Ecumenical Social Ministries to 
feed the hungry in the downtown area. Obviously, we can’t 
do that in the same way this month, but we do want to do our part to feed the hungry. So, 
we are doing a digital food drive through the Care & Share foodbank. We’ve set a goal to 
raise $2,000.00 which exceeds the value of our typical 750 pound food donation. Please 
consider a small donation towards this. Imagine purchasing a few boxes of mac & cheese, 
or several cans of soup and give that amount. You can give directly to Care and Share 
through our fundraiser that you’ll see in our digital spaces. Or you can you send a check to 
First Lutheran marked for the food drive and we’ll make sure it gets contributed. Thank 
you! 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

Dear First Lutheran, 
I’m writing to share with you the news that Ecu-
menical Social Ministries will be closing its 
doors for good. ESM was founded in 1984 by 
First Lutheran along with seven other down-
town churches to serve the poor and marginal-
ized. Its original purpose was to help the 
churches collaborate to assist those who were 
asking for help. Over the years that purpose 
broadened to include giving food and clothing, 
providing showers and laundry facilities as well 
as financial assistance and even shelter for a 
short time.  
In the most recent years, however, ESM has 
faced financial difficulties that were becoming 
more frequent with shorter stints of stability 
between crises. In addition, the landscape of 
Colorado Springs has changed to include more 
chronic homelessness. There are also more so-
cial service agencies downtown, some of them 
our partners as well, that have worked to pro-
vide food, clothing and shelter to  those in need. 
Our own congregational volunteer efforts and 
financial support have shifted to include the 
efforts of these other agencies, towards the 
Marion House Soup Kitchen and Habitat for 
Humanity to name a few.  
First Lutheran has been one of the most gener-
ous supporters of ESM, giving more than 
$30,000 per year and regularly collecting food 
and clothing to be distributed at the center. As 
we’ve all learned in recent days, it’s important to 
focus on the mission and not the methods. 

When it comes to our financial support of other 
institutions, our mission is to serve the people 
in need. Since the method of doing that through 
ESM is no longer possible, we will reallocate 
funds to other agencies, so that we can continue 
to serve the people in our community who need 
food, clothing, shelter and assistance to fulfill 
our mission. Council will make decisions for 
this year and future changes will be reflected in 
the budget proposal for 2021.  
The ESM board has been generous with the out-
going staff, and the director had already an-
nounced her resignation prior to this decision. 
An interim director will help close ESM faithful-
ly and carefully, and any funds will be directed 
to organizations with similar missions serving 
similar demographics. The downtown church 
pastors are already talking about how we can 
work together in new ways to serve the people 
in need in our community.  
If you have any questions about any of this, 
please don’t hesitate to ask. Thank you for your 
years of support of ESM and more importantly 
your continued support to serve the people Je-
sus has called us to feed, clothe, visit and care 
for. 
 
         Yours in Christ, 
         Pastor Travis 



GALLERY OF LIVING ART STAGE COMES DOWN 
 
The dress rehearsal for our 2020 Gallery of Living Art was held 
on Wednesday, March 11.  It was the next day that Governor Po-
lis announced a statewide shutdown due to the coronavirus out-
break. As you know, we had to cancel Gallery. For weeks follow-
ing the dress rehearsal the Sanctuary along with props, cos-
tumes and make-up remained just as it was on that Wednesday 
evening.  At first, we were hopeful that we might be able to offer 
Gallery, but as we learned more about Covid-19 we knew it was 
not possible.  Now that the restrictions have been relaxed, we 
were able to take the stage down and put everything away for 
next year. Even though we could not offer the full Gallery presen-
tation, it was a blessing for our online worship. We were able to 
use many of the backdrops for the gospel readings and sermons through Lent and Holy Week. 
Thank you to the many volunteers who worked hard to prepare the 2020 Gallery. I think it is fair to say 
that it is a labor of love for all of us to offer this ministry every year.  Please enjoy the pictures that were 
taken at the dress rehearsal on p. 8 and 9. Unfortunately, the Pieta is not included, as that picture is 
taken at the first performance so that we can limit the number of times heavy white make-up is worn 
for the scene. Bri Anderson and Aidan McMillan were to be our still life performers for this year’s Gal-
lery. Let’s look forward to Gallery of Living Art 2021! 
                                           -Deacon Joan 

Pieta - 2008 

PEEL HOUSE CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
TAD A. GOODENBOUR, RETIRED CAMPAIGN CHAIR  
 

I called Harry Mosco, our wonderful Business Manager, the other day to get a check on the in-
gathering of pledges for the Peel House Campaign.  I was a bit reluctant to make that request as I was 
very unsure with what the balances would be.  I have to say the resolve of our congregation is really a 
blessing.  Currently, approximately $1.4 million has been collected.  Thank you.   
When we prepared projections to determine the bridge loan we were expecting to need, (remember, 
this was pre-pandemic) I think I had projected around $1 million to have been collected to the end of 
April.  To see what has been received is such an inspiration.  As we slog into what we hope is the  
winddown of safe at home or safer at home or whatever your term for this is, my prayer is that we con-
tinue to be blessed by the stewardship and commitment that all of you have shown.   Good health to all, 
and I look forward to seeing you at First Lutheran very soon. 
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Acts 17:22-34 – May 17, 2020 
 
In my first call we had a large youth group and decided one 
day to host a special event called “Stump the pastor”.  The 
idea was to get these youth - there were about 40 of them - 
in a room, put the pastor(me) in front of them and let 
them ask me whatever they wanted.  So, we did.  When I 
got up there in front, I opened it up for questions and no-
body said a thing.  There was this awkward silence until 
one kid, Matt, who was kind of class clown but super intel-
ligent decided to break the ice. 
 
“Pastor, I have a question; what is the meaning of life?”  
Everybody around him laughed  and he was soaking in 
all the attention and enjoying that he had stumped the 
pastor.  He assumed I would move on to real questions but 
instead, after the laughter died down, I said that Chris-
tians have an answer to that. 
The meaning of life is to know and love God and to experi-
ence his love for us.  I riffed on that a bit and something 
changed in the room. They realized that the big questions 
we have might actually have answers.  At that point, the 
questions started coming furiously fast about everything 
from the origins of the universe to love and marriage and 
everything in between.  It ended up being one of those rare 
but special nights when the gospel and our Christian mes-
sage spoke directly to the real questions our teens had.   
 
Some of us are asking big questions these days, and I think 
all of our biggest questions boil down to one question we 
need an answer to.  “Who is God?”  It’s a question every 
human asks in all sorts of different forms.  Some ask if 
there even is a God.  Some ask if God is really who the 
Christians say God is.  Some wonder if God is a person or 
more like the Force from Star Wars.  Some call God the 
universe or mother nature.  What we think the answer is 
has big implications for how we view our world and our 
part in it. It’s a big question, and I bet some of you are 
asking big questions these days.   
 
Our entire world is experiencing something together in 
this Coronavirus pandemic.  It’s not often that we all expe-
rience something together.  Usually our lives here in the 

United States don’t feel that connected to what’s going on 
in Brazil or China.  Normally we feel separated by lan-
guage and culture,  government structures and economic 
power.  But this virus reminds us that we are fundamen-
tally the same.  We are humans with lungs that need air to 
survive. It doesn’t matter what language we speak 
or how much money we have, we are equally susceptive to 
this virus.  We hear stories of lockdowns in China and 
Italy, and we see ourselves and know that we are in this 
together.   
 
When we experience something universally, I think it’s 
only natural that we begin to ask universal questions.  
Questions about the nature of this world, about our part 
in it.  Questions about ultimate meaning and purpose, 
what are we all doing here, what am I doing here.  These 
are God-sized questions:  Who is God?  What is this world?  
What kind of world is it where there are invisible viruses 
that indiscriminately kill innocent people?  How many of 
you have taken some time during the stay at home orders 
to take stock of your lives?  I don’t know if it’s because I’m 
in the middle of my life that I’m starting to ask those big-
ger questions.  Do I like my life, my job, my habits?  Should 
I continue or are there changes I want to make?  If you 
trace all these questions to the singular question you need 
to answer first, that question is “Who is God?” 
 
I would argue that every big philosophical life question a 
person asks boils down to a question about God.  And until 
you know that answer to that question, you will not know 
peace in your soul nor will you have a purpose worthy of 
your life. 
 
In our lesson for today, Paul addresses the big question 
when he ascends the Areopagus in Athens Greece.  It’s a 
place we all have seen and some of us have visited.  It’s a 
bare marble hill across from the Acropolis.  The hill of Ares 
or also called Mars Hill.  It’s full of ruins of temples now 
that used to be temples to all sorts of gods and goddesses, 
made of marble and gold.  But in Paul’s day it was the cen-
ter of Athens, the place where people went to discuss big 
questions.  Paul had been on his missionary journey 
through Greece at this point.  He had argued in syna-
gogues and cultural centers and brought many people to 
faith in Jesus.  He had also made some enemies  by dis-
rupting the power structures of religious institutions, and 
that is what brought him to Athens.  His people had sent 
him there to protect him from being arrested and to en-
courage him to keep proclaiming the good news of Easter.  
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The whole city of Athens was full of idols, statues that peo-
ple worshipped as god.  It was clear that they were asking 
big questions, wondering what was behind the things of 
life.  What was behind war and fertility? 
Behind the seasons and life and death?  They answered 
these questions by assigning gods to each event. 
They knew there must be more going on behind these im-
portant events in life.  They were grasping at an answer.  
Paul even found an idol to an unknown god and he used 
that as his introduction to sharing the good news of the god 
that Jesus revealed.   
 
That’s what Christians proclaim to the world.  Rather than 
guessing at what God might be like, we believe that God has 
been revealed to us by Jesus.  As Pastor Carrie mentioned 
last week in her sermon, Jesus shows us who God is.  Jesus 
comes so that we can know God, so that we can know what 
God is like 
and if we know what God is like, then we can begin to make 
sense of our own lives.   
 
So, Paul steps onto Mars Hill to address the thought leaders 
of Athens.  What you worship as unknown, I proclaim to 
you.  There is a God, He made this world and everything in 
it.  He is not made from the stuff of earth.  He doesn’t need 
anything.  All of us come from one ancestor, which means 
we’re all equal and all have the same creator.  And God 
made this world in such a way that you could seek out and 
know God.  Paul names what is in every human being.  This 
universal searching is a grasping and yearning  for some-
thing bigger than ourselves, for some purpose and meaning 
that makes sense of this world that is so beautiful and mys-
terious. 
 
Every person is searching for God, asking questions, won-
dering about this world, all, whether we know it or not, in 
order to find God.  God created this world so that we would 
search for him and perhaps find him.  God created us to be 
in friendship with God, to know God and be known by him 
and to know that we are known and loved.  Our purpose, 
our existence, our meaning all derives from this goal, to be 
in relationship with God.  And the good news for every per-
son is that God is not far from each one of us.  We live and 
move and have our being in God.  We are God’s offspring, 
made in His image to be in friendship with Him.   
This is the message Paul has for the Athenians, these Greeks 
who are worshipping stone statues and wondering about 
how to maximize their lives.  These Athenians who argued 
about maximizing pleasure by eating, drinking and being 

merry or by seeking moderation in all things.  Paul intro-
duces a new message that is for our people today too. God 
is close to every person. God is right here, and everyone is 
made in the image of God.  You are derived from the di-
vine; in you is the breath of God.  Your longings and desire 
to love and be loved come from the God who crafted you in 
your mother’s womb.  After proclaiming this good news, 
Paul invites the people to turn to the God who gave them 
life.  Now is the time to repent, which means to turn 
around, turn away from the idols and the false ideas and 
turn toward the God who made you and knows you and 
loves you.  Even those of us who have been Christians for a 
long time need to be reminded of this good news.   
 
We are created to know God and God is near to us, offer-
ing assurance through Jesus.  Especially today, as we expe-
rience the distance, and it’s wearing on us.  God is near to 
us, closer than we could imagine. 
God is the one in whom we live and move and have our 
being.  God is the one who connects us to one another and 
keeps those ties strong despite our separation.   
 
So, turn again to God, turn away from the fear and the 
worry and need for control and feel God’s presence and 
God’s love.  If you know God is near, then you have access 
to this incredible power of hope and peace in the midst of 
uncertainty and fear.  God gives us the ability to love sacri-
ficially, not knowing the future, trusting we can risk car-
ing for others because God has supplied all our needs. 
God’s nearness means our ears are constantly open to 
hearing the good news that we are loved, and we are se-
cure, strengthened for ministry and protected for eternity.  
I hope you know who God is so you can know what this life 
can be like.  But if you don’t, and there are some of you 
listening to this message who don’t yet believe in Jesus, 
Paul spoke these words first to unbelievers, to people who 
had their own thoughts on life and meaning but who 
weren’t satisfied with the answers they had come up with.  
I hope you can hear this message today.  You are created 
by God.  He made you in his image and he created this 
world in such a way that you would seek Him out and find 
Him.  He wants to be known by you.  God is close to you 
right now, offering salvation through Jesus. 
 
Today I invite you to open yourself up to God’s offer of 
grace, believe in Jesus and put your trust in God. 
God is not far from us.  He’s right here, right there, right 
where we need Him to be. 
Amen.                                                            -Pastor Travis 
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A PLACE TO 
TALK 
 
An online community 
10am on Thursday 
mornings via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/
j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 
 
While we are not gathering at the church, we 
continue to try to find ways to bring people 
together.  This is Thursday morning group is 
the online community of the “Growing Old 
Gracefully” group. It is led by Pastor Maertens, 
Pastor Anderson & Jan, and Dr. David Fenell. 
We invite you to grab a cup of coffee and join 
in this conversation.  We know it isn’t quite 
the same as gathering around the coffee and 
cookies at church but you might be surprised 
how similar it is and how much you’ll enjoy 
that second cup of coffee in the morning with 
your church friends!  If you have any ques-
tions about the group or the technology to ac-
cess it, please call Pastor Carrie at 703-587-
5636 or drop her an email at carrie@flccs.net. 
Look forward to seeing you online! 
 
June 11:  The subject is Grief presented by Pas-
tor Maertens. Please call the church, 632-8836 
for a copy of Pastor Maertens’ book, My Jour-
ney Through Grief . 
 
June 18:  The subject is Alzheimer’s presented 
by Jan Anderson, N.P.  

STAYING AHEAD OF SUICIDE 
The stay-at-home regulation is starting to take its toll 
in Woodland Park as it is in other parts of the coun-
try. A recent Sheriff's report told of an increase in 
child and spousal abuse. Psychotherapists are report-
ing an increase in the number of calls from people 
seeking help with depression, anxiety, and loneliness. 
The Journal of the American Medical Association 
expressed concerns about the potential for increased 
suicide rates due to economic stress, social isolation, 
medical problems, and other factors related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

This article will deal with some general lessons I have 
learned about suicide from people I have counseled 
and workshops I have taken. In late June, Dr. David 
Fenell will talk about suicide on "A Place to Talk." 
Zoom meeting. The details of the meeting will be 
posted in the Ekklesia. 

Death is not the goal of suicide. The goal is to find a 
way out of an unbearable physiological and/or psy-
chological situation. It is the last desperate cry for 
help. My first experience with an attempted suicide 
attempt was a 91-year-old man. He was living in an 
assisted living facility and need assistance for every-
thing he did. He had lost all sense of dignity and be-
lieved his family would be better off if he died. When 
I came into his room, he looked sheepishly at me and 
said, "I am so useless, I can't even kill myself.” After a 
while, he said to me, "I don't want to die; I just don't 
want to live like this." I can understand people who 
are so deeply in debt with no hope of a job or income 
deciding that the only way they can save their family 
from financial ruin is the money from their life insur-
ance. There is a person I know who is so panic-
stricken by the virus that she is terrified to leave the 
house and equally terrified that the virus will not go 
away. It is a terrible way to live.   

I can sympathize with people who feel totally inade-
quate as they juggle the demands of COVID-19. They 
come home from an exhausting day at work and still 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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have to cook dinner, to help the kids with their 
school work, see bills piling high because their part-
ner is no longer working and dealing with screaming 
kids whom can’t comprehend what is happening.   

Many people who commit suicide believe there is no 
escape from their situation. They feel socially isolat-
ed or too embarrassed to share their problems. Alone 
and desperate, they conclude that the only way to 
escape their pain is death.  

There is no shame in feeling overwhelmed and des-
perate. Psalm 22 is a description of a person in des-
peration. Jesus speaks the Psalmist words from the 
cross. "My God, my God, why have you abandoned 
me." Matthew 27:46. Through Jesus, God knows what 
it is to feel totally isolated and nowhere to turn. God 
yearns for us to reach out for help. 
Many family and friends suffer from guilt because 
they missed the signs of suicide. The friends and 
family members think they should have spotted the 
signs of suicidal behavior. In some cases, you can, 
like a friend of mine who owns a gas station. He 
called me to ask what he should do. He had an elderly 
man in his store. He was holding a length of rubber 
hose in his hand wanting to know if he attached it to 
his tailpipe, and put it through the car's rear window, 
would it kill him? 

In many cases family and friends do not know the 
person has suicidal thoughts. For example, many 
people attempt suicide when they come out of a peri-
od of depression or anxiety. The reason is that they 
have found an answer to their problems, and they are 
at peace. It is also very frightening to think that our 
loved ones or close friends would ever consider sui-
cide, so we become blind to the signs. 

What can you do? If you have the slightest thought 
that a person is suicidal, immediately call the Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255. Call 911 immedi-
ately if the person has attempted suicide. Do not 
drive them to the emergency room. 

When I have a client, I suspect is suicidal, I do not 
hesitate to ask them these questions: 

1. Do you think about suicide? 

2. If the answer is yes, I ask if they have considered 
how they would consider suicide. 

3. If they answer yes, I ask them how they will com-
mit suicide and if they are in possession of the mate-
rials they need to commit suicide. Do you have a gun, 
the medicine, or the rope? 

4. If the person says, yes, I ask, when do they are con-
sidering committing suicide. 

6. If they give me a well thought out plan with date 
and time and answer yes to questions  3, 4, 5, or 6, I 
immediately call the family and tell them what is 
going on and ask them how they want to proceed. 

I have never gone beyond step two, except when a 
friend of mine called to tell me his wife had swal-
lowed a whole bottle of sleeping pills and what he 
should do? This was before 911. I immediately drove 
to his home, helped him put his wife into the car. We 
raced to the hospital. 

Suicide is a terrible solution to a problem. Call the 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 800-273-8255, to get 
help for yourself or another person. 

             -Pastor Maertens 
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An Angel Announces Christ’s Birth Beautiful Savior 

GOLA PHOTOS 2020 

The Good Shepherd 

The Last Supper 

Christ in Gethsemane 

Christ before Pilate 

The Fall on the Road to Calvary 
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Christ and the Little Children 

Christ’s Entrance into Jerusalem 

The Resurrection 
Peter’s Denial 

The Crucifixion 

 

Easter Morning 
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ADOPT A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR! 
 
Let’s shower our high school seniors with extra love! They continue to have 
so many disappointments this year: no senior breakfast, prom, yearbook 
signing day, last day of school out in the parking lot, graduation, parties, 

just to mention a few. We can do a lot to cheer them up!  Contact Shelly at shelly@flccs.net if you’d 
like to ‘adopt’ one or even two of them. You will be provided a name, short bio and address; the 
rest is up to you.  You can send cards, gifts, lunch, etc. Please make sure you include some words of 
wisdom to pass on to this amazing group of kids!   

SMALL GROUP DIGITAL  
OPPORTUNITIES 
ZOOM AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 
 
Almost everything is more fun when we do it 
together!  I know that many of you are missing 
the chance to gather regularly for all the things 
that we would usually do at church, quilting 
groups, men’s Bible study, prayer shawl minis-
try, just to name a few. As we continue to fol-
low the Governor’s Safer at Home order, we 
aren’t gathering in the church building but we 
can indeed gather virtually. Sunday School 
classes have continued to meet and Pastor 
Maertans leads the “A Place to Talk” group on 
Thursdays.  If you have a small group that 
would like to connect this way, please contact 
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net or Marcia at 
marcia@flccs.net and we will get a time and a 
Zoom meeting set up for you!  If you are not 
experienced in using Zoom it is a pretty simple 
user format and we will get some basic instruc-
tions out to the group leaders also. Happy 
Zooming friends! 

ATTENTION GRADUATES! 
We would like to recognize all of our graduates 
 
If your family has a graduate from any school - 
high school, college, trade or nursing school,  
email chris@flccs.net or by May 29. Be sure to 
include any special honors, degrees or 
recognition.  
Names will be listed in the Ekklesia on June 3.  

DAILY BREAD DEVOTIONAL 
 
June 1st will be time for a new Daily Bread 
devotional. You may pick one up starting 
Thursday, May 21, outside of each door off the 
alley (look for the boxes). These will only be 
available on week days not on the weekend. 
You may also access Daily Bread online. The 
address is odb.org. Click on “Today’s 
Devotional”. 

mailto:carrie@flccs.net
mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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Middle school is 4 pm every Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS 
High school is 5 pm every Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through April 30: 
                 $831,487.00 
Year to Date Actual Income through April 30:  
                    $741,086.00 
Amount behind for the year:   $  90,401.00 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the congre-
gation. We still have a large staff to pay as well 
as other bills. We want to continue to support 
those agencies that help those hardest hit dur-
ing times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

ONLINE WORSHIP TOGETHER! 
 

We discovered a new way to worship together 
using Facebook Premiere. Each Sunday we will 
start the online worship video at 9:00 am on 
Facebook. This way we can enjoy it at the same 
time and the pastors can be in the chatroom 
with you to check in and share reflections. The 
video will also continue to be emailed to you at 
7 am on Sundays for you to use at your conven-
ience and also posted on the church website. 
But if you’re a Facebook user and want to join 
us at 9 am, you’re invited! 

This is a photo of 51 baby blankets which the 
Knit-Crochet Ministry has made over the past 
year. They are being donated to Operation 
Homefront which serves our local military 
families.  

http://www.flccs.net
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR BIOS 
A FEW WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED EACH WEEK 

RYAN HJELMSTAD   
I went to Cheyenne Moun-
tain High School where I 
played baseball.  I have also 
been going to youth group 
at First Lutheran for many 
years and enjoyed going up 
to Rainbow Trail.  In the 

fall I will be attending the University of North-
ern Colorado where I will be studying business. 

MATT BURKLUND  
MESA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL   
 
I wrestled all four years of 
high school, clubs were 
never my thing, but I tried 
to get involved with as 
many sports as possible.  I 
have fond memories of 
participating in GOLA and all the confirma-
tion retreats at Rainbow Trail.   These were 
always a blast, especially with the boys.  I plan 
to take a year off from school to continue be-
ing an electrician’s apprentice.  In the fall I 
hope to pursue my dream of becoming an ele-

MELISSA 
HEINY  
 
I attended Air 
Academy High 
School. Next fall, 
I’m planning on 
going to Colorado 
School of Mines to major in Chemical and Biologi-
cal Engineering. I love to be involved with First 
Lutheran Church. I’m a part of the K.I.C.K team, 
I’m a Shepard for Sunday school, and I’m also a 
part of the high school handbell choir. I love to be 
part of the youth group and be involved in anything 
I can be with the church! My favorite memory from 
church was going to Moab, Utah with the youth 
group last summer! 

HANNAH STOKES 
 
I am a senior graduating from 
Palmer Ridge High School in 
Monument.  During my time 
in high school, I participated 
in choir, served on the student 
council and was on the POMs/

Dance team.  My senior year I was appointed 
dance team captain.  In addition to a busy school 
year, I also work as a certified lifeguard at the 
cadet pool for the US Air Force Academy.  I am 
still working as an essential employee for the 
USAFA.  I have enjoyed being an active member 
of the First Lutheran KICK team since middle 
school and have enjoyed serving with summer 
VBS and other KICK team activities.  I have been 
accepted to Texas Tech University, University of 
Northern Arizona and University of Northern 
Colorado though with the current uncertainty, I 
have decided to take classes locally next year and 
then transfer after that.  I am pursuing a career 
in nursing and to hopefully work with NICU  
babies.   
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group: 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net. 

May 24 
Katie Ackerman 
Carl Bauer 
Tim Coutts 
Pastor Ruth Hetland 
Natalie John 
Ken Stott 
Marie Vickers 
Judy Wach 
 
May 25 
Barb Heist 
Allan Kleven 
Bud Lehmkuhl 
Aiden Spaziani 
Aaron Springer 
 
May 26 
Kai Jacobson 
Camden Jacobson 

May 27 
Linda Furlong 
Rick Haterius 
Alexandra Ilse 
Stephanie Plowman 
Judith Turner 
May 28 
Ken Curtner 
Jesse Johnson 
Mary Shakeshaft 
Tina Sharp 
Sabastian Xiong 
 

May 29 
Mary Bailey 
Robert Hamley 
Jack Warnecke 
 

May 30 
Ryan Cimino 
Jacque Thompson 

May 24 
John & Debbie Chlebus - 46 years 
 
May 25 
Josh & Pamela Miller - 15 years 
Dennis & Nancy Warnecke - 29 years 
 
May 26 
Wes & Janet Anderson - 47 years 
Jenny & Jeffrey Gerlach - 7 years 
Marlyn & Mary Peet - 47 years 
 
May 27 
David & Rachelle Richert - 20 years 
 
May 28  
Gerri Anne & David Reed - 15 years 
 
May 29 
Bud & Phyllis Bartel - 65 years 
Richard & Pat Gillaspy - 37 years 
Georgette & Jim Mathews - 35 years 
 
May 30 
Steve & Lisa Dufaud - 33 years 
Mark & Betsy Pimental - 40 years 

Happy Birthday  
to  

Marie Vickers  
who will be 90 on May 24 

and to  
Jacque Thompson 

who will be 91 on May 30. 
Congratulations! 
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Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

DR.  THOMAS LAFOLLETTE WEST 
Suzanne DuBois’ brother;  

Dave’s brother-in-law;  
Mary & David’s uncle. 

A service will be at a later date  
in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Bill 
Kira Blaus Plissner 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Andrea Bullock 
Judy Compton  
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
The Dewitt Family 
Bill Duven 
The Ebert Family 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
Al Gagne 
John Gillogley 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Ethan Hjelmstad & Family 
Jon Haring 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Jerry & Marcia 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
Don Mau 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 

Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Carole Mutzebaugh 
Michelle Narain 
Lance Nelson 
Don & Arline Niles and 
Family 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The Luanne Rimer Family 
Aaron Rindahl 
David & Colleen Rose  
Louis Rosini 
Israel Roth 
Sylvia Sandner 
Rev. Stanley & Beverly 
Satre 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
Aaron Thorson 
Tracey Tinsley 
Jim Underwood 
Karen Weesner 
Dianne Wilkerson 
Scott Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 

From the church bulletin, September 27, 1925.  
Something nice has been planned by some of 
the enthusiastic young men of the church for 
Sunday afternoon.  At 1:30 you are asked to 
come to the church and join the party which is 
going up into the mountains to enjoy the color-
ings.  They are at their best right now.  Come 
with your own car and take some others.  Bring 
sandwiches and a cup.  There will be some hot 
coffee at the end of the journey. 
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Grace needed: Due to some technical difficulties, these seniors were not included in last week’s Ekklesia. Many 
apologies for this. 

ADDITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Matt Burklund 
 Mesa Ridge High School   

Ryan Hjelmstad 
Cheyenne Mountain High School 

Hannah Stokes 
Palmer Ridge High School 

Melissa Heiny 
Air Academy High School 


