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CELEBRATING 50, 40, AND 10 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARIES OF WOMEN PASTORS  

In November we celebrate 50 years of ordaining women in the ELCA.  Elizabeth Platz was 
the first woman ordained and served for 47 years in campus ministry and its supporting 
congregation in Maryland.  Our synod assembly celebrated this milestone with a fantastic 
virtual procession of all our female pastors in the synod.  It was a really moving tribute to 
lift all these women and the voices we share in proclaiming the gospel through word and 
sacrament. 
I thought this might be a good time to share with you one of the biggest influences in my 
journey to ordained ministry.  My great aunt, Lois Pedersen, was one of the first mission-
aries of her Lutheran denomination to serve in Japan following WWII. My aunt Lois was 
an RN, she served as a Army nurse in Europe during WWII and upon her return to the US 
she attended Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota and received a degree in Theolo-
gy.  Except that as women weren’t pastors in 1950, what was she called to do? She discerned 
a call to serve as a missionary and was assigned to serve in Tokyo, Japan, where she would 
spend the next 25 years speaking the gospel truth and welcoming people to discover who 
Jesus Christ is and what their call to live as a disciple would mean. My aunt was a truth-
teller, a grand storyteller, and a disciple. She was never ordained to serve as a pastor. But as 
we celebrate this milestone, I’m so thankful for her service and all the women who came 
before me to open the door to serving in this call.  Thanks be to God. 

                -Pastor Carrie 

Lois Pederson making a visit to Mrs. Ota at 
the Megumi Lutheran Church in Tokyo in 
1951. 

View the video on the Rocky Mountain Synod 
website celebrating the women pastors of the 
synod - One with All in Christ. 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

When you don’t know, pray. The uncertainty of 
this moment bothers me. I’m a leader called to 
make decisions to help move us forward to-
wards our mission. These days the big question 
is, ‘When will we reopen?’ That question is fol-
lowed by a dozen others related to specific 
events. When we will we have communion 
again? Will we be able to do Confirmation? 
What about summer camp, the high school 
youth trip, Vacation Bible School? One of the 
hardest things for a leader to say is, ‘I don’t 
know.’ But that’s what this moment in time 
leads me to more than anything else. 
You’re there too, that I do know. We are used to 
looking into the future and making plans. But 
what will we do about that summer vacation? Is 
that wedding still happening? What about grad-
uations and milestone birthdays? How long will 
this last? When can we have guests over again? I 
don’t know.  
We’re no longer living in the future. We’re living 
in the present in a way we’re not used to doing. 
We don’t have control of the future. We don’t 
even have knowledge of the future. Our predic-
tions are more uncertain than ever.  
So what do we do? Give up? Throw our hands up 
in despair? Wallow in self-pity? No! We are 
Christians. When we don’t know, we pray. 
When we’re worried, we pray. When we’re con-
fused, we pray. When we are scared, we pray. 
When all seems lost, we pray. In all things we 
turn to the One who does know, the One who is 
not confused or uncertain, the One who holds 

the future in His hands.  
“Do not worry about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer let your requests be made 
known to God,” Philippians 4:6. “Pray in the 
spirit at all times in every prayer and suppli-
cation,” Ephesians 6:18. “Pray without ceas-
ing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. “If any of you is 
lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all 
generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be 
given to you.” James 1:5 “Are any among you 
suffering? they should pray.” James 5:13 “the 
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effec-
tive.’ James 5:16 
So dear Christians, keep praying. Pray for me 
and the staff of First Lutheran as we seek 
wisdom from God. Pray for our governor and 
president and all those guiding the lives of 
this nation. Pray that God would defeat the 
coronavirus on our behalf. Pray for a vaccine. 
Pray that we might become more faithful, 
more trusting and more dependent on God 
instead of ourselves. 
“You will not fear the terror of the night, or 
the arrow that files by day, or the pestilence 
that stalks in darkness, or the destruction 
that wastes at noonday…..no evil shall befall 
you, no scourge come near your tent…For he 
will command his angels concern you to 
guard you in all your ways. On their hands 
they will bear you up, so that you will not 
dash your foot against a stone….When they 
call to me, I will answer them; I will be with 
them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor 
them. With long life I will satisfy them and 
show them my salvation.” Psalm 91, selected 
verses.  
Pray to the One who loves you and the One 
who knows what we don’t. 
               -Pastor Travis 



5 Easter 2020 
John 14: 1-14 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace and mer-
cy to you from our risen Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
 
If you could ask God only one question, what would 
it be?  It seems like the disciples were always asking 
Jesus questions, and when he would answer them, 
they were like, “no…that doesn’t sound right, or that 
doesn’t make sense or that’s not the answer we’re 
looking for.”  It reminds me of the saying, “Don’t ask 
questions that you don’t want the answer to.”   
 
We kind of go backwards on this Sunday taking a 
reading from the farewell discourse that John 
writes.  Jesus is gathered with his disciples; it’s the 
night of the last supper and they have questions.  
And of course, Jesus has answers and promises, and 
they are perhaps not as easily discernable as we 
would all like them to be.  It’s funny what a familiar 
feeling that is to me these days.  Having answers, or 
being given answers, but never being quite sure 
what they mean.  Since the time that we learned of 
this coronavirus, we have lived in an uncertainty 
about our safety, our survival, our preparedness in 
ways that most have not experienced before.  At the 
same time, I’m reminded of all the other uncertain-
ties that we’ve survived, that we’ve gotten through, 
where we have stood our ground and found our way.  
I have to believe that Jesus might have been in that 
place during this Q & A with the disciples.  
He had been with these guys for three years; he 
knew them and believed that they had a trust, a con-

fidence, a love for him and knew him, believed in 
him.  Jesus must have thought that he had shown 
them “the way.”   
 
When Jesus says he is “the way”, and asks again that 
they trust him, Philip can stand it no longer and 
asks the one question no faithful Jew should ever 
ask. It's really more of a statement, a request, a plea, 
maybe even a demand, but underneath it all is a 
question; "Show us the Father," Philip says, "and we 
will be satisfied." Or, to put it more directly, "What 
does God look like?" Now the gospel doesn’t indicate 
this, but I suspect there's a bit of a collective gasp on 
the part of the other disciples when Philip asks this 
hard question. In ancient Israel it was simply under-
stood that no one can see God and live. Moses, who 
had made a request to see God ended up face first in 
a mountain as God passed by and all he was left to 
see was the glory of the Lord shimmering around 
him. So, for this disciple to demand to be shown the 
Father was not just a run-of the-mill request.  
 
But we understand that question from Philip don’t 
we?  Wanting to know that the Father is with us, 
wanting to see Him, to be comforted by his presence 
known to us in a physical and in our face sort of 
way?  We hear a lot of Jesus talking, telling us what 
the Father has directed him to do, to teach, to be for 
all of us, but can’t we just catch a glimpse of  a reas-
suring nod or pat on the back that God is indeed 
with us? But maybe God is too much for us to bear -- 
too holy, too powerful, too infinite, too full of poten-
tial and life and the future for just a regular person 
to behold and live.  I mean, if you came face to face 
with God would you even be able to ask him that one 
question? Think of all the times in the Bible when 
people were met with unexpected visitors and were 
described as being terrified?               Cont. next page 
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We use the phrase sometimes that we are going 
to “meet our maker” and  I don’t know about 
you, but for me, that is a day I’m still a little 
trepidatious about.  Yet, here we have Philip 
who in his own uncertainty about Jesus and 
what is yet to come, asking to see God. "If you 
want us to trust you, Jesus, just show us the 
Father." That is, "What does God look like?" It's 
an audacious, even inappropriate question, but 
I’m almost certain we can understand where it 
came from. Because each of has been there, too: 
at our wits end, desperate for some hope that 
things will get better, for some reason to be-
lieve that this tragedy, that this current pan-
demic is not all there is and not what will de-
fine our days. Maybe it was when the doctor 
told you that the cancer had returned or that 
your child was sick. Or when a loved one died 
unexpectedly or alone because no one was al-
lowed in. Perhaps it was the economy tanking, 
jobs being lost, unemployment benefits run-
ning out.  Maybe it was when the church real-
ized they couldn’t afford to pay a pastor any-
more or they couldn’t keep the lights on.  Or 
when you discovered your beloved has left. Or 
after one more miscarriage, or worrying about 
adult children struggling to survive, or aging 
parents who don’t remember your name…the 
list could go on. 
 
Each of us, like Philip, has had moments where 
we wanted some reassurance, some glimmer of 
hope, that all that we had heard and learned 
about God is not just some false story but gos-

pel truth. "Just show us the Father," we plea, 
"and we will be satisfied." 
 
Jesus responds, not in frustration but in love, 
both to Philip and to us, "Have I been with you 
all this time and yet still you don't know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father!" 
 
And all of a sudden, we’re brought right back to 
the beginning of John’s gospel, “In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life and the life was the light of all peo-
ple. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.” And when John 
comes to the end of this very first lesson on 
who God is, he tells us, “And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known.” 
 
For me, this text brings me right back to the 
calm and the belief in all things good and right 
that we experience on the night that Christ is 
born. The joy, the calm, the peace of a savior 
born for us, Emmanuel who is with us, and a 
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Messiah who leads us.  Yet here we are living the 
Easter paradox of death and resurrection, espe-
cially today in this text as Jesus prepares his dis-
ciples for his imminent death and they want a 
reassurance that even though he will be gone 
from their sides, that God will remain.  Jesus 
points them and us towards two truths, which 
again are seemingly in tension with one another 
and such is our life of faith. First, no one has 
seen God. And that's hard, sometimes crushingly 
hard, to believe, to trust, to keep faith in and 
with a God no one can see. And then the second 
truth - Jesus, the Son, the Word made flesh. If 
you've seen him, if you’ve experienced his grace 
and truth, you, too, have seen God, and so we can 
know what God looks like, what God is up to and 
who God is for. 
 
The story John tells is on the eve of the crucifix-
ion. Jesus is about to be betrayed, abandoned, 
handed over, tried, insulted, beaten, and then 
crucified, nailed to a cross and hung there to die. 
Why? To appease the righteous anger of a just 
God? To set for us some kind of example of what 
real faith looks like? To make all our struggles, 
which are real and painful, and often filled with 
uncertainty look small? To take the just punish-
ment we deserve? No. Jesus goes to the cross for 
one reason, just one reason: to show us God, to 
show us God's grace and mercy, to show just how 
much God loves us and how far God will go to 
communicate that love to us that we might be-
lieve and, believing, have life in his name. Our 
faith doesn’t make our struggles any less real or 

painful.  I hope that our faith brings us a little 
comfort in knowing that we don’t face struggle 
or triumph alone, that grace and mercy are for 
us when we are seeking God whether in quiet 
tears or joyful exclamations.  That when we can’t 
see God and our clarity is blurred, God has His 
eyes set on us.  Philip asked Jesus to show him 
the Father, and so through death and the grave 
and then the empty tomb, the Father was with 
them and is with them, yesterday, today and 
tomorrow.  
So, get your question for God ready.  He’s here 
and he’ll listen. Bring your questions, even your 
hardest, to the God Jesus makes known. God can 
handle them; God wants them. When you are at 
your wits end, when your hearts are troubled 
and your blood pressure is racing with anxiety -- 
look to Jesus, the one who preached God's mercy 
and taught God's love, the one who healed the 
sick, opened the eyes of the blind, made the lame 
to walk, and then conquered death so that even 
the grave can no longer claim us. Because what 
you see in Jesus..., this is what God looks like, 
this is who and what God is: love, perfect love 
from the cradle to the tomb and risen again, for 
you, for them, for all of us and the whole world.  
Alleluia, He Is Risen! Amen. 
 
    - Pastor Carrie 



6  

 

A SAFE PLACE 
"One Foot in Front of the other: How a Daily 
Walk Helps Us Cope" was the title in a New York 
Times article. The article resonated with me. 
The following quote caught my attention. 

"With the coronavirus sickening thousands 
more each day, a walk outside is one of the few 
options for escaping the drumbeat of bad 
news." 

The editors asked readers to tell them about the 
walks they had taken, what they see on their 
travels, and what it was like to cover old ground 
or explore new paths. People wrote how getting 
outside their homes lessened their anxieties. 
They did not think of job losses, infections, and 
death. They wrote about waving to train con-
ductors, like a child. The joy of seeing a flower's 
flash of color and its scent on the breeze fil-
tered through the fabric of a mask. The realiza-
tion "that there are some things that survive, 
and those things can be counted on to bring 
peace." 

As I read this article, the story of a fearful Elijah 
running from the wrath of Jezebel in 1 Kings 19 
came to mind. As Elijah runs from the wrathful 
Jezebel, we run from the wrath of the virus. For 
many people, the cure seems worse than the 
sickness. The foundation of security has been 
swept from under our feet. The emotions of 
fear, anxiety, and depression have grabbed 
hold of us. And like Elijah, we want to hear 
some words of comfort from the Lord. 

The article from The Times and the story of Eli-
jah suggest to me that we may be looking for 
peace in the wrong place. When some people 

A PLACE TO 
TALK 
 
An online community 
10am on Thursday 
mornings via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/
j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 
 
While we are not gathering at the church, we 
continue to try to find ways to bring people 
together.  This is Thursday morning group is 
the online community of the “Growing Old 
Gracefully” group. It is led by Pastor Maertens, 
Pastor Anderson & Jan, and Dr. David Fenell. 
The group has spent time sharing what the 
“stay at home” order has looked like for them, 
learning ways that we can support one anoth-
er, and discussing life issues that our older 
generations are experiencing. We invite you 
to grab a cup of coffee and join in this conver-
sation.  We know it isn’t quite the same as 
gathering around the coffee and cookies at 
church but you might be surprised how simi-
lar it is and how much you’ll enjoy that second 
cup of coffee in the morning with your church 
friends!  If you have any questions about the 
group or the technology to access it, please call 
Pastor Carrie at 703-587-5636 or drop her an 
email at carrie@flccs.net. 
Look forward to seeing you online! 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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feel anxious and afraid, they try to control 
their emotions with busyness. Rearranging 
things and cleaning help people feel in control. 
Busyness is not the answer. The answer lies in 
that Shaker folk song, Simple Things, "And 
when we find ourselves in a place just right, 
Twill be the valley of love and delight." 

And what is “a place just right”? It is that deep 
quiet and peaceful center inside ourselves. 
Psalm 131 has a beautiful description of a per-
son at peace, "like a weaned child in the arms 
of his mother." 

The people in The Times article described the 
places they found this peace. Some found it in 
the color and scent of a flower. Another from 
the sound of water lapping on the shore.  He 
writes, “Every day I journey to my cove, a small 
beach nestled into the edge of a lake. I close my 
eyes and listen to the waves. Their steady 
rhythm reminds me that some aspects of my 
life are untouched by the virus. I think about 
our future and all the "what ifs," and the lake 
seems to say to me: ‘Stay in the now. Come 
what may, I will always be here.’" What are the 
aspects of your life that are untouched by the 
virus? 

When we take our solitary journey outside, in 
that stillness, in the beauty of a flower, or the 
gentleness of the wind blowing through the 
trees, “we allow the spirit to work, loneliness 
and despair disappear. Relationships are re-
newed and hearts become healthy. When we 
allow the spirit to work, assurance abounds 
and blessings bloom.” Andre E. Johnson 

               -Pastor Maertens 

CARING FOR THE DEAD DURING A 
PANDEMIC AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
 
Until the state of emergency is lifted for Colo-
rado, we will be limited in our memorial prac-
tices in the following ways:  
 
Memorial Service:  We are able to provide me-
morial services at the church but can only allow 
ten people in the Sanctuary. We are able to vid-
eotape the service and provide a link for others 
to view.   
Graveside Service:  We are able to provide a 
graveside service outdoors. All people will be 
required to practice social distancing of six feet 
between one another. We are able to accommo-
date 10 people at present.  
Inurnment Service: We are able to provide in-
urnment services at our columbarium and re-
quire that all people practice social distancing 
of six feet between one another. We are able to 
accommodate 10 people at present.  
Receptions:   We are not able to host a recep-
tion following any services at this time.  
   
While we are limited in what we are able to 
provide at this time, we are able to work with 
you to begin planning for a memorial service 
which will take place after the pandemic has 
passed. To begin the pre-planning process, 
please contact Teri Swanner in the church of-
fice at 719-632-8836 or by email:  teri@flccs.net.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to host a 
memorial service for your loved one at a later 
date when we can all safely gather and cele-
brate their life. 

mailto:teri@flccs.net
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HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Alex Anspach 
Sand Creek High School 

Amelia Herman 
Coronado High School Maya Kohlhepp 

Brianna Anderson 
Manitou High School 

Brittney Smith 
Air Academy High School 
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Jake Marcotte 
Mesa Ridge High School 

Samuel Peel 
Pine Creek High School 

Robby Schmidt 
Air Academy High School 

Ryan Stevens 
The Classical Academy 

College Pathways 

Isabel Torres 
Liberty High School 
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HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP – JULY 19 - 26 
 
High school kids – roll up your sleeves and get ready for an amazing 
week of service, fun, and faith- building in New Mexico. Partnering 
with Service Learning Camps, we plan to build wheel chair ramps and 
work on a farm for three days in Albuquerque. Then we’ll head to  
Storrie Lake State Park in Las Vegas, New Mexico, for three days of 

fun, bonding, and faith building.  The trip will cost approximately $250. You can sign up at flccs.net, 
under the Youth tab.  Tentatively, the deadline for signing up is June 19.  The details of the trip are 
somewhat fluid right now, so watch the Ekklesia for updates. 
As always, the welfare of our kids is our highest priority, and we will not go if it isn’t safe by then.  For 
questions contact shelly@flccs.net. 

ADOPT A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR! 
 
Let’s shower our high school seniors with extra love! They continue to have 
so many disappointments this year: no senior breakfast, prom, yearbook 

signing day, last day of school out in the parking lot, graduation, parties, just to mention a few. 
We can do a lot to cheer them up!  Contact Shelly at shelly@flccs.net if you’d like to ‘adopt’ one or 
even two of them. You will be provided a name, short bio and address; the rest is up to you.  You 
can send cards, gifts, lunch, etc. Please make sure you include some words of wisdom to pass on to 
this amazing group of kids!   
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Middle school is 4 pm every Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We want to provide consistency and structure for the kids regarding their Christian education while 
we all stay home and continue with the lesson plan that is mapped out for the rest of the school 
year.  To do this we are asking all of you to get your kids to online Sunday school!  Simply click on the 
Zoom link provided for each grade at the appointed time. Then click on the link to open the meeting 
and follow the prompts. Please plan to attend the class for the first few minutes. You will need to help 
your kids with meeting etiquette, the mute button, etc. We recommend using a device with a large 
screen – we want the kids to see faces! The meeting information for Kindergarten – 7th grade is as 
follows:  
K/1 Tuesday, 7-7:30 pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/673429984 
Meeting ID: 673 429 984 
 

2nd grade, Sunday, 10-10:30 am: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/779314033 
 Meeting ID: 779 314 033 
 

3rd grade, Wednesday, 7-7:30pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/726401318 
Meeting ID: 726 401 318 
 

 4th grade, Sunday, 7 - 7:40 pm:  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/488852972 
Meeting ID: 488 852 972 

5th grade, Thursday, 2-2:30 pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/366844514 
Meeting ID: 366 844 514 
 

6th & 7th grades, Wednesdays, 6 pm, through the end of 
May 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/599191946 
Meeting ID: 599 191 946 
 

New Zoom Sunday school meeting for preschoolers: 
Every Sunday, beginning April 26, at 12:30 pm 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91143152258 
Meeting ID: 911 4315 2258 

High school is 5 pm every Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/673429984
https://zoom.us/j/779314033
https://zoom.us/j/726401318
https://zoom.us/j/488852972
https://zoom.us/j/366844514
https://zoom.us/j/599191946
https://zoom.us/j/91143152258
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through April 30: 
                 $668,270.00 
Year to Date Actual Income through April 30:  
                    $625,007.19 
Amount behind for the year:   $  43,262.81 

 

BENEVOLENCE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN 
THE MONTH OF APRIL 
Rocky Mountain Synod/ELCA Mission Support 
                   $6,976.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod Missionaries $2,000.00 
Ecumenical Social Ministries     $2, 527.00 
Family Mentor Alliance        $    330.00  
Family Promise            $    727.00  
Habitat for Humanity         $    430.00  
Hanifen Center/Soup Kitchen     $ 1,074.00 
Mission Medical Center        $    810.00  
Open Bible Pharmacy         $    827.00 
Rainbow Trail Camp         $    512.00 
Teens with Promise          $    430.00 
Needy Members of First Lutheran -  
Discretionary             $    200.00   
 
Total Benevolence in April      $16,843.00
   

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the congre-
gation. We still have a large staff to pay as well 
as other bills. We want to continue to support 
those agencies that help those hardest hit dur-
ing times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

ONLINE WORSHIP TOGETHER! 
 

We discovered a new way to worship together 
using Facebook Premiere. Each Sunday we will 
start the online worship video at 9:00 am on 
Facebook. This way we can enjoy it at the same 
time and the pastors can be in the chatroom 
with you to check in and share reflections. The 
video will also continue to be emailed to you at 
7 am on Sundays for you to use at your conven-
ience and also posted on the church website. 
But if you’re a Facebook user and want to join 
us at 9 am, you’re invited! 

http://www.flccs.net
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SMALL GROUP DIGITAL  
OPPORTUNITIES 
ZOOM AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 
 
Almost everything is more fun when we do it 
together!  I know that many of you are missing 
the chance to gather regularly for all the things 
that we would usually do at church, quilting 
groups, men’s Bible study, prayer shawl minis-
try, just to name a few. As we continue to fol-
low the Governor’s Safer at Home order, we 
aren’t gathering in the church building but we 
can indeed gather virtually. Sunday School 
classes have continued to meet and Pastor 
Maertans leads the “A Place to Talk” group on 
Thursdays.  If you have a small group that 
would like to connect this way, please contact 
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net or Marcia at 
marcia@flccs.net and we will get a time and a 
Zoom meeting set up for you!  If you are not 
experienced in using Zoom it is a pretty simple 
user format and we will get some basic instruc-
tions out to the group leaders also. Happy 
Zooming friends! 

PRAYER VENTURES 

17 The love of God and the Spirit of truth dwell 
within us and prevail in our daily lives. Pray that 
with this knowledge and inspiration, we will feel 
encouraged to follow the commandments and 
ways of God and to exemplify love, truth, mercy 
and service in the world.  

18 Thank God for our special relationship with the 
Reformed Church in America, a full communion 
partner with the ELCA since 1997; pray for the 
church, its diverse ministries and its members and 
leaders; and pray that together we will find mutual 
support, new partnerships and new resources for 
the work of sharing the gospel and serving our 
neighbor.  

19 Pray that our baptism into the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ will banish our fears of 
doing God’s work in the world and will prepare us 
daily for sharing the gospel and serving our neigh-
bor with gentleness and reverence.  

20 Give thanks for parents, aunts, uncles and 
grandparents whose example and convictions 
teach children and youth the values of compassion, 
generosity and respect for one another.  

22 Remember in prayer our ELCA missionaries, 
global companions and international leaders. Pray 
for their health and well-being as well as their con-
tinuing witness and service in the world even 
though some of our work together may have been 
temporarily suspended.  

23 Think about the blessings, wisdom, revelations 
and gifts you have received by God’s grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ; give thanks for each one.  

mailto:carrie@flccs.net
mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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group: 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net. 

May 17 
Chris White 
 
May 18 
Misty Hjelmstad 
Pamela Miller 
Michelle Rau 
Eric Wicks 
 
May 19 
Kelsey Benfield 
Nola Gosch 
Jerry Lillich 
Ann Mellott 
Bennett Peel 
 
May 20 
Kara Cartwright 
Vaiana Goff 
Gerald Hospador 
Jack Kellerman 
David Pierson 
Chancellor Podoll 
Nancy Tim 

May 21 
Jennie Annala 
Gary Atkins 
Megan Benfield 
Jean Eller 
Justin Jack 
Margaret Lawler 
Lynda O’Brien 
Joyce Price 
Sydney Schroeder 
 

May 22 
Callie Baylis 
Barbara Gieck 
Ginny Hahn 
Janice Johnson 
Sawyer Timco 
 

May 23 
Brandon Hesselberg 
Jeff Jordahl 
Noah Mellott 
Emma Mellott 
Georgia Waldthausen 
Karen Waters 
 

May 17 
Roger & Sue Schomber - 23 years 
 
May 18 
Karen & Abel Ramon - 18 years 
 
May 19 
Bob & Gail Blecher - 19 years 
Butch & Deb Grove III - 47 years 
Joe & Becky Stevens - 30 years 
 
May 23 
Mike & Yoshiko Anspach - 24 years 

Happy Birthday to 
Barbara Gieck  

who will be 92 on May 22.  
Congratulations! 
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Correction: 
Our condolences and prayers surround the 

family and friends of 
ESTHER SIMON 

Martin Simon’s wife; 
Tina Sharp, Karl Simon, Karen Simon’s 

mother;  
Amanda Nigbur and Colin Sharp’s 

grandmother. 
A private burial has been held. A memorial 

service will take place at a later date. 

Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Bill 
Kira Blaus Plissner 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Andrea Bullock 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
The Dewitt Family 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
Al Gagne 
John Gillogley 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Mary Hanson and Family 
Jon Haring 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Jerry & Marcia 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 

Don Mau 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Carole Mutzebaugh 
Michelle Narain 
Don & Arline Niles and 
Family 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton 
Roger Pumphrey 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
Aaron Rindahl 
David & Colleen Rose  
Louis Rosini 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Tracey Tinsley 
Scott Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

LUANNE RIMER 
Dar and Dick Larsen’s niece, 

A memorial service will take place at a later 
date in Hudson, Wisconsin. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

DON NELSON 
Joan Abrahamsen’s cousin. 

A memorial service will take place at a later 
date in Chicago, Illinois. 



16  

 

 

 
 

   VIRTUAL GALA 
 

      You are invited to 
          Lutheran Family Services 
         Rocky  Mountains’ 
               First VIRTUAL Gala!  

Sunday, May 17th, 2020 at 7 pm (log in beginning at 6:45 pm) 
        Tickets: 
          $25 Early Bird 
           $35 General (after May 13th) 
               $100 Patron 

 

In light of COVID-19, this year we will be throwing a party you can enjoy from your living 
room! Join in on the fun, featuring exciting updates about how we continue to work during a 

pandemic, a silent auction, and our paddle raise.  
Wear your gala attire, pour yourself a glass of champagne, and support us from home! 

 

Our Southern Colorado spring fundraiser had to be postponed until 2021, 
so please consider supporting LFSRM  

the virtual gala this year. 
 

Tickets can be purchased from the LFS website: 
https://www.lfsm.org/event/annual-gala/  

 
First Lutheran Church has donated $2500 to this event. 

 


