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The sun is setting, and the wind is 

bringing in a cool summer breeze. 

Around you are the noises of pre-

schoolers gathering pinecones and 

teenagers whispering about their 

week. People are dressed in sweat-

shirts and jeans, sometimes even the 

pastor, and it’s not uncommon to see 

a youth arrive in a soccer uniform 

straight from practice. The lights 

twinkle above you as the beautiful, 

contemplative music brings you to 

focus on worship. All ages of the Body 

of Christ surround you as you settle 

into Wednesday Night LIGHT (Living 

Into God’s Holy Truth).  
 

Our new mid-week service began as a 

way to provide an outdoor worship 

experience in the midst of a pandemic and a short but meaningful service for our young 

confirmation students, but it has since become a special atmosphere all its own. Our 

Wednesday Night LIGHT Service is casual and welcoming, literally a beacon of light to the 

community that drives and walks by. It has become an intergenerational service where all 

ages are able to enjoy faith in a different way than the average Sunday morning service. 
 

The service itself is only thirty to forty minutes long complete with violin and piano-led 

music and contemporary liturgy. After the service, during the school year, there are small 

groups for every age. The confirmation students are led by Michaela Eskew, Minister of 

Faith Formation. The 6thand 7th graders have their own hang out and discussion time on the 

sermon led by adult leaders. And the adults are invited to a small group discussion with 

either Pastor Travis or Pastor Carrie. These small groups allow the sermon to become more 

personal and relatable, allowing the message to be brought down even further into personal 

experience. For our younger ages, sometimes that relatability can only be captured in quirky 

games and artistic activities. Our hope is to grow this service this summer and, in the fall, 

add new small groups for High Schoolers and Young Adults. It’s these small groups that  

really allow everyone that comes to walk away with their own meaningful experience of the 

message. 
 

It truly is a unique worship experience, and we hope you all will try it at least once this 

summer! 
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From the Pastor 

Ok, ok I’ll do it…maybe. Lutheran Family Services(LFSRM) summer fundraiser this year is called “Over 
the Edge.” They have secured the Alamo building downtown and will send people rappelling down the 
side of it on June 26  to raise funds for their mission. First Lutheran has a long history of supporting 
LFSRM because of their work with fostering, adoption, elder care and refugee resettlement. Of course, 
we will be a sponsor. But they’ve also talked Pastor Carrie and me into going over the edge ourselves. 

I said I would do it if our congregation raised $5,000.00. Pastor Carrie said she would if we raised 
$10,000.00. So, what do you think? Do you want to see your pastors try their hand at rappelling? Don’t 
be too eager now! If you’d like to make a contribution you can send a check to the church marked “LFS 
Over the Edge” or contribute online at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/travis-norton1. Thank you 
for supporting a good cause. You’re welcome to join us too! 

           -Pastor Travis 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/travis-norton1


Sermon, cont. p. 4 

MAY 9, 20210 
ACTS 10  

This is probably my favorite story in the New Testament although it makes me uncomfortable every time I read 
it. Just this idea that God can break into our lives and challenge everything we think we know is unsettling. There 
is so much going on here that gives insight into the Christian life and the work of the Holy Spirit. Peter is a Chris-
tian we all look up to, don’t we? We like him because he is so human, all his mistakes are recorded, his great bum-
bles and foot-in-mouth moments. But then he’s also the rock on which Jesus built the church and he becomes the 
leader of the movement that later was 
called Christianity. Peter started out as a disciple of Jesus, called out of fishing to become a fisher of people. And 
then after the resurrection of Jesus, he was given the power of the Holy Spirit just as promised. He became a trav-
eling preacher, working with John and others to tell the world about Jesus. He even did miracles empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, healed people just like he saw his teacher, Jesus do. So, we aren’t surprised when we read 
this story of Peter going to the rooftop to pray.  
We expect this man of God to be a man of prayer just like Jesus was. What we don’t expect maybe is to discover 
that Peter is still growing, still getting things wrong, still needing to be corrected. But that’s what we like about 
him, too; he’s not finished, he’s still growing, just like us.  
   
God gives Peter a vision; all these unclean animals are lowered down on a sheet, and Peter is commanded to kill 
and eat. But he’s never eaten any of these things because it’s against his religion. How’s that for a twist? Peter’s 
religion says he can’t do what God is asking him to do. Peter’s religion is very clear on what is right and wrong. 
There are centuries of tradition at this point about what kind of food is okay to eat. So, Peter is su-
per confused that God is asking him to break the rules. We need to recognize that since we follow God and 
not religion, if God asks us to break the rules, we can be sure that it is the rules that need to be changed, not God. 
God isn’t trying to teach Peter something about food; God is making a point about people. At the moment of this 
vision there’s a knock on the door from some Gentiles who have been sent by Cornelius the Centurion and are 
looking for Peter. Now we’re getting to the heart of the matter.  Peter has really struggled with what to do 
with Gentiles. Good Jews were not supposed to interact with Gentiles. Gentiles didn’t follow the Bible; they didn’t 
know anything about staying ritually clean and certainly weren’t kosher in what they ate. But Peter had seen Je-
sus heal Gentiles. He was there when Jesus shared water and conversation with a Samaritan woman and when he 
healed the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter. There was a trajectory of Jesus ministry that clearly extended 
to Gentiles. He even said that he had other sheep that he was going to reach out to so there would be one flock, 
one shepherd. But still Peter struggled with the idea of Gentiles being included. His whole life was one of being 
separated from them.  
 
Paul would later have to call Peter out for being a hypocrite and avoiding Gentiles when he was with his Jew-
ish friends. Paul wrote about it to the Galatians, “But when Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, be-
cause he stood self-condemned; for until certain people came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

after they came, he drew back and kept himself separate 
for fear of the circumcision faction.  And the other Jews 
joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led 
astray by their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were 
not acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gen-
tiles to live like Jews.” Gal 2:11.  
  
And this was after this famous event with Cornelius. Peter 
is like all of us; he struggles with change. We like to have 
things figured out, especially our religion. It gives us com-
fort to know the boundaries and rules and it feels 
like faithfulness to stay within those boundaries and reli-
gious expectations.   
But God asked Peter to change his mind about Gentiles 
and their inclusion into the Christian faith. And when God 
tells you to go against your religion you have an important 
decision to make. What is more important, your religion 
or your God? Our Christian faith isn’t about the rules and 
traditions of a religion. Our Christian faith is about 
a relationship with God through Jesus guided by the Holy 
Spirit, which can be uncomfortable because the Holy Spirit 
is so unpredictable, and God seems to always be pushing 
us out of our comfort zones, calling us to courageous steps 
of faith into unknown territory.  
We don’t sell the faith that way, do we? Come follow Jesus, 
he will ask you to do hard things you’ve never 
done before, and just when you think you’ve figured 
things out he will change the rules and ask you to break the 
rules and do a new thing. You’ll never feel settled, you’ll 
never feel like an expert and you’ll have to admit you’re 
wrong about almost everything all the time. Who’s in? 
Peter is in, he has learned to be hum-
ble and vulnerable, and he is our example.  
We will always be learning as we live life in friendship with 
God. We must always be open to being corrected and chal-
lenged by the One who called us. Christians are disciples, 
the very word means students. We are students always, 
there’s no graduation, there is just more growth and learn-
ing. Just ask someone who has been a Christian longer 
than you. They will tell you there is still so much they don’t 
know, still so much they have yet to learn about following 

Jesus. Unfortunately, some Christians in the world have 
left those virtues of humility and vulnerability behind. And 
that’s why so many people are turned off by our 
faith.  If the world looks at Christians and sees people who 
are close-minded and judgmental, why would they ever 
want to follow the One we follow? But if instead the world 
sees us following the Spirit to include more and more 
kinds of people in our community, they will recognize that 
they too are welcome to be part of this fellowship God is 
creating. The grace of God is expansive, bringing sinners 
of every shape and size to repentance and faith. We must 
not forget that on the other side of Peter’s discomfort is a 
man named Cornelius who wants to know God. Cornelius 
was a Gentile and a Roman military leader. He is called a 
God fearer, which is what they called non-Jews who were 
sympathetic to Jews and the Jewish God. Cornelius prayed 
to God, but he knew nothing of Jesus. In his prayers God 
gave him a vision telling him to reach out to Peter. That’s 
the what the Holy Spirit does, the Spirit has a mission and 
a strategy to spread the good news of Jesus to every na-
tion, tribe and tongue.  
I don’t know what kind of man Cornelius was, he was a 
military leader. Was he just in his following of Roman 
orders? How much blood had he spilt? The Spirit brings 
Peter and Cornelius together, these two men who on the 
surface had very little in common. Peter, a man from Gali-
lee who grew up a fisherman and then became a preacher. 
Cornelius commanded troops and led men into war. But 
scratch the surface just a bit and I bet these men found an 
easy friendship. Both were bold and courageous men of 
action. Both were not afraid to wield a sword, although 
Jesus had to restrain Peter on that account. Both were 
leaders of their communities, and both feared God and 
were open to the Lord’s leading. Peter arrives at Cor-
nelius’ home and shares the good news of Jesus and imme-
diately the Spirit pours out his gifts on the whole house-
hold. It’s like a second Pentecost, one that Peter 
had experienced not long before. He had been in that 
room when the Spirit first came among the disciples and 
now, he’s seeing it here among a Gentile, Roman house-
hold. God has affirmed in his experience what he couldn’t 
have guessed from his religion and his Bible. Although 
looking back we will find God had always been interest-
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ed in bringing the Gentiles to faith. Our Bible and religion 
affirm the new thing God was doing.   
  
You know, this story is ironic because most of us would 
trace our ancestry back to Cornelius and not to Peter. In 
this story that makes us ask hard questions about what 
other kinds of people the Holy Spirit would bring into the 
fold. We were the other that Peter and his kind were won-
dering about. And it wasn’t just about us being from an-
other nation; Gentiles were considered sinners because of 
their behaviors. Unclean. That was the hardest part for 
Peter to change his mind about. He says to Cornelius in 
Acts 10:28, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a 
Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has 
shown me that I should not call anyone profane or un-
clean.”  The tides have changed since then; now you and I 
are in the majority, the descendants of Gentiles run the 
church. So, we have to always be asking where the Holy 
Spirit is leading. Is there anyone we are calling profane 
and unclean to whom the Holy Spirit would bring the 
good news of Jesus? That’s why this passage makes me 
uncomfortable. Every time I read it, I feel God calling me 
to re-examine everything I think I know, every boundary 
I’ve lived by. Not always to change my mind but always to 
be open to having my mind changed.  
  
We had the synod assembly this past week and there was 
great effort to include voices from the 
LGTBQIA community. And our little group of voters real-
ized we didn’t even know what all those letters meant- 
especially the last ones. We spent some time googling and 
learning—I was glad we felt safe to do that without judge-
ment. In our modern society questions of sexuality and 
gender are front and center and changing all the time. 
And this story from Acts 10 always brings the issue up in 
my mind as I feel God calling me to wrestle with it again 
even though I’d rather not. I get calls regularly from peo-
ple asking, “What is First Lutheran’s stance on the 
LGTBQIA issues?” And my answer is that we don’t have 
one. We’re a big church with a wide array of opinions on 
sexuality and gender and some of you are in the LGTBQIA 
community and have children that are. I’m not where a lot 
of people wish I were on these issues. I haven’t been giv-

en a clarity that many on both sides seem to have. I’m not 
settled, and God seems to want me to wrestle with the 
tension it creates within me rather than just ignore it. I 
am certain that all people are loved by God and welcomed 
into Jesus’ church and nobody should hinder them in any 
way. I also have pretty traditional beliefs about marriage 
and sex. So, I wrestle all the time with the tension this 
creates, and I think that’s okay. We Christians wrestle 
because we follow a living God not a dead religion. To-
day I just want you to hear from a fellow Christian 
that things aren’t always tidy and easy even for someone 
in my position. And we shouldn’t pretend to know the 
answers or even believe that the final word has been spo-
ken on any given topic. So, what do we do? I hope we can 
be like Peter  
and be honest with God about our questions, but also 
humble ourselves before the Lord and be open to His 
direction. It’s not easy, is it, to be a Christian? And the 
stakes are high because the Spirit will use us if we are 
willing to bring people like Cornelius the good news of 
life with Jesus. In the end all of us are “the other” whom 
the Spirit found through someone who was willing to be 
led by the Holy Spirit. And the Holy Spirit is on the 
move like the wind in the world working to bring all peo-
ple to faith in Jesus. Our Lutheran Small Catechism says it 
this way,” He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith. The Spirit enlightens us to the 
new things God is doing and then uses us to help others 
come to know Jesus.” 
  
Our job is to stay humble and open to the Spirit’s work in 
our lives. If we do that, maybe, just maybe we’ll get to see 
another Pentecost. Maybe, just maybe, we who obey the 
spirit and don’t avoid the discomfort of being open to 
something new will get to see the Spirit open new hearts 
to faith in Jesus and the mission we share. Wouldn’t that 
be great?  
 
                  -Pastor Travis 
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High School 

Summer 

Trip 

 

  

July 18-23 

 

Rising Sophomores - Graduating Sen-

iors 

 
Say a prayer and mark your calendars!  If it is 
safe and prudent to do so we are heading to 
New Mexico to do the trip we planned for 
2020.  We’ll spend three days doing service 
work in Albuquerque with Service Learning 
Camps, then head to Las Vegas NM for three 
days of fun at Storrie Lake State Park. 
It’s going to be a week of fun activities, mean-
ingful work, and most importantly… connec-
tion! Sign up here https://bit.ly/2QVxDrl. 
 

KICK Team Training  

June 9 from 9:30 a.m. -  2:30 p.m. All interested 
and current team members, mark your calen-
dars for our summer training. 

May Events 

 

All Youth Group Activities (including 
online)  have been suspended until June.  We 
hope your kids will be outside enjoying the 
weather!  Please watch the Ekklesia and email 
for details about our exciting summer plans!! 

NEW! 

  

Middle  

School  

Summer 

Trip  

 

June 7-9 

 

This trip is for  rising 7th - 9th graders and 
will be here at First Lutheran. It will in-
clude service opportunities and KICK 
team training for those interested as well 
formational experiences and time just for 
fellowship and fun. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)  
July 11-16, 5-8 p.m. 
 
We are moving our VBS this summer to the 
evenings. We will eat dinner together first, 
then break-off into age-appropriate groups. 
Parents are welcome to stay for their own 
spiritual formation offerings or to volunteer 
with the kids programming! We will be 
continuing the theme of the Book of Daniel 
from Kids Kamp, but you don’t have to attend 
Kids Kamp to have fun and enjoy the stories, 
music, games, and fun! Open to all students 
currently in Preschool through grade 5 . 

KIDS KAMP  
June 10, 17, and 24 from 9  a.m. - 12 p.m. 
 

Our theme this year will be the book of Daniel. 
Come to learn and play through stories, 
games, crafts and snacks. 

Grandma Cher is going to 
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 
with our youth the week of  

August 1-7. If you will be entering grades 2, 3, 
7 or 8 in the fall, she would love to have you 
join her! Please contact her at 719-447-6064 or 
cheryl@flccs.net 

CHILDREN’S SERMONS ONLINE  
 
As long as we are offering Online Worship 
there will be a Children’s Message for children 
of all ages.  

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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BECOME INVOLVED 
The Bible 101 units(7) may be found on First 
Lutheran’s YouTube channel. Training 

READING PLAN  
    WEEKS 20, 21   

The BASIC TRAINING  course on SALVATION is 
being taught by Pastor Travis. The course is 
available on the YouTube channel  to view at 
your leisure. If you’d like to join the discus-
sion group we will gather on Zoom at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesdays. Here’s the link for the Zoom 
meeting:   https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/81310689345 

Week 20: The Call to Loyalty (May 14)  
133 2 John            Stand by Christ 
134 Jeremiah 1: 4-10            A Young Prophet  
135 Jeremiah 3: 12-18          Return to God 
136 Jeremiah 7: 1-11            False Religion 
137 Jeremiah 11: 1-14           Keep the Covenant 
138 Luke 15: 11-31            Prodigal Son 
139 Hebrews 12: 1-13           Run the Race  
 
Week 21:  God’s Living Covenant 
140 Jeremiah 31: 1-4             Restoring Israel 
141 Jeremiah 31: 31-35         New Covenant 
142 Hebrews 8: 1-13             Christ Our Priest 
143 Galations 3: 15-29         Belonging to Christ 
144 1 Corinthians 11: 23-32 
                                                      Christ’s Supper 
145 Acts 3: 1-26             Heirs of the   
    Covenant    
146 Romans 12: 1-21              Living Sacrifice         

Week 22:  The Coming of Jesus 
147 Matthew 1: 18-25           God with Us 
148 Matthew 2: 1-12             Gifts of the Magi 
149 Matthew 4: 1-11              Jesus’ Temptations 
150 Matthew 5: 1-12             The Beatitudes  
151 Matthew 6: 5-15             The Lord’s Prayer  
152 Matthew 7: 24-29           The Two Houses 
153 Matthew 9 :35-10: 9       Sending the Twelve 
 
Week 23:  Jesus and the Kingdom 
154 Proverbs 24: 1-24           Wisdom’s Values 
155 Matthew 12: 22-37          A Good Tree’s Fruit 
156 Matthew 13: 44-52          Kingdom Parables 
157 Matthew 16: 13-20          Jesus the Messiah 
158 Matthew 18:21-35           Forgiving Others 
159 Matthew 20: 17-28         Selfless Service 
160 Matthew 22: 15-33          Traps for Jesus 
 
Week 24:  God’s Plan for the World 
161 Matthew 24: 23-44         The Second Coming 
162 Matthew 25: 31-46          Time of Judgement 
163 Matthew 26: 59-69          Jesus on Trial 
164 Matthew 27: 24-54          Words from the  
    Cross 
165 Matthew 28: 1-20            Christ’s Comission 
166 Samuel 1: 1-28                   Samuel’s Birth 
167 Samuel 3: 1-41                   Samuel’s Call 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/81310689345
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/81310689345
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We know that the church seems to have lots of peculiar traditions in many 
different places and we would like to embrace one of those old traditions 
with a new modern-day approach.  The “beating the bounds,” is a tradition 
with a 600+ year history. A procession of church dignitaries and parishion-
ers mark the borders of their parish by walking them and hitting marker 
stones with willow wands on the day of the Ascension.  Now, Pastor Travis 
and I are not big into lashing stone with willow wands… But can we come 

by for a quick coffee and a bite to eat. 
 
So, to honor this old tradition of the “beating the bounds,” Pastor Travis and I would like to “beat the 
bounds” of our parish and have a drink and a bite with you.  In one day we will travel to Monument, 
Briargate, the Powers corridor, S. Academy, Manitou Springs and end in our church neighborhood, 
spending about an hour or so at a local spot sipping and noshing with our members who live near that 
particular boundary of our parish!  
 

May 13, 2021 
 

Monument        
8 - 9 a.m.        Coffee Cup Café (breakfast); 251 Front St., Suite #6  
      

Briargate        
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.    Mission Coffee Roasters (coffee & pastry); 11641 Ridgeline Dr, 80921  
 

Powers Corridor     
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.   Rock Bottom Brewery (lunch stop);  3316 Cinema Point, 809223 
Point  
S. Academy       
1 - 2 p.m.        Black Bear Coffee and Tea (post-lunch coffee); 975 N Academy Blvd, Colorado    
              Springs, CO 80909   
Manitou Springs     
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.     Amanda’s Fonda (chips & dip);  3625 W Colorado Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80904  
 

Westside         
4 - 5:30 p.m.      View House (Happy Hour); 7114 Campus Dr, Colorado Springs, CO 80920   
 

FLC Neighborhood    
6 - 7 p.m.        Good Neighbors’ Meeting House; 505 E Columbia St, Colorado Springs, CO 80907  
 
Keep an eye on the newsletter and our blog for information on the exact locations and times that we’ll 
be in your neighborhood!  
                           Pastor Travis and Pastor Carrie 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/251+Front+St+%236,+Monument,+CO+80132/@39.0928359,-104.8743681,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x876cadc361178d4f:0x11f97b3c27dec437
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x116135852&id=YN873x116135852&q=Mission+Coffee+Roasters&name=Mission+Coffee+Roasters&cp=39.001102447509766%7e-104.79668426513672&ppois=39.001102447509766_-104.79668426513672_Mission+Coffee+Roasters
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/3316+Cinema+Point%2C+Colorado+Springs%2C+CO+80922/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/3316+Cinema+Point%2C+Colorado+Springs%2C+CO+80922/
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN145x2804753&id=YN145x2804753&q=Amanda%27s+Fonda&name=Amanda%27s+Fonda&cp=38.856224060058594%7e-104.88312530517578&ppois=38.856224060058594_-104.88312530517578_Amanda%27s+Fonda
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x4366482725897984458&id=YN873x4366482725897984458&q=ViewHouse+Colorado+Springs&name=ViewHouse+Colorado+Springs&cp=38.9334831237793%7e-104.80965423583984&ppois=38.9334831237793_-104.80965423583984_ViewHouse+Colorado+Springs
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x4244223707731161915&id=YN873x4244223707731161915&q=Good+Neighbors+Meeting+House&name=Good+Neighbors+Meeting+House&cp=38.853538513183594%7e-104.81494903564453&ppois=38.853538513183594_-104.81494903564453_Good+Neighbors+Meet
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

CORONA VIRUS SENIOR  
SUPPORT GROUP  
 

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNW
Zsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing security, 
so you need this)  Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

DISTANT 
WINDS CONCERT  
Saturday, May 15  
6:30 p.m. 
On the Lawn at First Lutheran 
 

Join us for a free outdoor concert 
with the wind players of the Chamber Orchestra 
of the Springs, featuring works by Gounod and 
Mozart – rarely-performed pieces that provide a 
window into the genius of these brilliant com-
posers. 
 

Gounod • Petite Symphonie for Winds 
Mozart • Serenade No. 11 in E-Flat Major, K. 375 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR:  
STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION,  
CULTURE, TIME & TALENTS  
 
Led by Michaela Eskew and Guest Speakers 
May 16 - June 6, 2021 
10:30 a.m. over Zoom  
 
We are given many resources in this world, 
some that we easily recognize such as money 
and assets, while others are more overlooked 
but just as important. For the next four weeks 
we will bring in guest speakers to teach us 
about ways that we can put our own resources 
and advocacy to work to be good stewards of 
God’s creation, our human culture, our time, 
and finally our monetary talents. I hope you 
can join us! 
 

May 16 – Stewardship and Advocacy of God’s 
Creation  Guest Speaker: Tiffany Hartung,  
      Field Director of Interfaith Power 
      and Light 
May 23 – Stewardship of Culture 

Speaker: Michaela Eskew using Ma-
koto Fujimura’s 2017 book Culture Care: 
Reconnecting with Beauty for Our Common 
Life 

May 30 – Stewardship of Time 
                Guest Speaker: Cheryl Mahon,  
    Coordinator of Lay Ministries at First  
    Lutheran 
June 6 – Stewardship of Talents 

Guest Speaker: Tina Kvitek, Develop-
ment Officer and Lutheran Center 
Manager for the Rocky Mountain  
Synod 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
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Trail Trekkers are hiking again 
on Thursday mornings! This 
group is open to anyone capable 

of hiking 3-6 miles.  
 

• May 13 – University Park Open Space (3-4 
miles; easy) Meet at 9 a.m. on the street at 
~2380 Montebello Drive W. (end of the 
street)  

• May 20 - Red Rock Open Space (3-4 miles; 
moderate) Meet at the large parking lot on 
31st Street, south of Highway 24   

• May 27 - Sandstone Ranch Open Space - 
Larkspur  

 

Please email Cheryl Mahon at cheryl@flccs.net 
if you'd like to join.  

TRAIL TREKKERS BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

The First Lutheran Book Discussion Group is 
alive and well and is meeting regularly again. We 
meet at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each 
month in Fellowship Hall. Masks are required 
and physical distancing protocols are still in ef-
fect; however, if everyone in attendance has been 
fully vaccinated, the church allows masks to be 
optional.  
 
 

UPCOMING BOOKS 
June 2 -  The Four Winds: A 
Novel      by Kristin Hannah  
 

Texas, 1934. Millions are out of 
work and a drought has broken 
the Great Plains. Farmers are 
fighting to keep their land and 
their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the wa-
ter is drying up, and dust threatens to bury 
them all. One of the darkest periods of the Great 
Depression, the Dust Bowl era, has arrived with 
a vengeance. 
In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Mar-
tinelli—like so many of her neighbors—must 
make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she 
loves or go west, to California, in search of a bet-
ter life. The Four Winds is an indelible portrait of 
America and the American Dream, as seen 
through the eyes of one indomitable woman 
whose courage and sacrifice will come to define 
a generation. 
 
July 7 - The Girl You Left Behind: A Novel  
     by Jojo Moyes  

KNIT  CROCHET 
MINISTRY 

Though small in num-
bers, we were able to 

donate 32 baby blankets created over the past 
year to Operation Homefront.  This organiza-
tion serves our local military families.  
Despite or maybe because of the pandemic, we 
all worked at home creating 27 shawls, 14 lap 
robes, 7 afghans, 114 hats, 28 scarves, and 69 ba-
by blankets.  If you can’t join us on the second 
and fourth Saturday mornings, we can still fur-
nish you with yarn to work at home! We are al-
ways looking for others to join our ministry. 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection card 
after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in the 
church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP  

SIGN UP FOR SERVICES IN THE 
SANCTUARY: 
 

We will reserve a “spot” for you. You will create 
a “group name” (family name, or your friend 
group), and then indicate who you’d like to sit 
with (the people in your group). 
 

https://bit.ly/3deb3S0  

The online service is sent to your email each 
Sunday morning. You may also find it on our 
YouTube channel, First Lutheran Church 
Colorado Springs.  
 

You may also watch it on Facebook at 9 a.m. 
each Sunday with our First Lutheran Facebook 
group.     
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
As we transition out of the pandemic and re-
sume worship in the Sanctuary our schedule 
of weekly worship opportunities has changed.  
 
Here is the current schedule: 
 
• Sunday Online Worship 
 
• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30, and 11  

a.m. (Must register, 100 person capacity; 
see next column for details) 

 
• Wednesday Night LIGHT outdoor & Live 

Stream worship: 7 p.m. 
  Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3rZSMgn 

COUNTERS NEEDED 
 
We are looking for members willing to share 
the gift of service by helping to sort and count 
our Sunday offerings. Count teams consist of 3-
4 people that meet following the 9:30 service. 
Ten Key and/or computer skills are a plus, but 
not necesary. Count teams serve together for a 
full month once per quarter. Subs are available 
for vacation/illness. Please email  
cheryl@flccs.net if you'd like to help! 

https://bit.ly/3deb3S0
https://bit.ly/3rZSMgn
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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MAKING CHANGES TO  
ONLINE GIVING 
 

With the new First Lutheran app we will be 
transitioning to a new online giving platform 
that has lower processing fees and is more 
streamlined with our database. If you currently 
give online, especially if you’ve set up automatic 
giving, please take a moment to transition to 
this new platform. You can set it up using the 
church app or by going to the Give section of 
our website www.flccs.net/give. 

Open the camera on your 
phone and scan the QR 
code to the right. It will 
take you straight to the 
Giving link and will read 
“Open elexiogiving.com.” 
Click on that link. 

ALTAR FLOWER 
DESIGNATIONS 
FOR 2021 
 
Members may designate altar flowers in 
memory of or in honor of a person or occa-
sion. Designation forms are available on our 
website at flc@flccs.net. Forms are also availa-
ble at the at the Reception Desk during regu-
lar office hours.  Cost is $50.00 for one bou-
quet. Payment must accompany your designa-
tion. 

WHAT SERVICES AM I REGISTERED 
FOR? 
 

This is a common ques-
tion! If you have the Min-
istry One app installed 
on your smart phone, 
simply select "People" 
then the "My Groups" 
tab! If you need help in-
stalling the Ministry One 
app, reach out to Cheryl 
Mahon (719) 447-6064 or 
cheryl@flccs.net and 
she'd be happy to help 
you! 

HELP WANTED! 
 

We are all thrilled to have three services to wor-
ship together in the Sanctuary! Even with 
COVID Restrictions, we are welcoming more 
than 300 people into church each Sunday. This 
means we need your help! We have a critical 
need for Greeters, Ushers and Communion 
Preparation. No experience necessary! We are 
happy to teach you! You simply need to bring a 
smile to welcome people to worship! If you 
haven't already, please complete the "How 
Would YOU Like to Serve?" form. If you've al-
ready filled it out but would like to add some-
thing, please fill it out again! 

http://www.flccs.net/give
mailto:flc@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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group: 

May 16 
Jill Anderson 
Jack Anderson 
Matthew Bell 
Butch Grove 
Olympia Ramaglia-Delay 
Bob Wascher 
 
May 17 
Chris White 
 
May 18 
Matthew Anderson 
Pamela Miller 
Michelle Rau 
Eric Wicks 
 
May 19 
Kelsey Benfield 
Nola Gosch 
Jerry Lillich 
Ann Mellott 
Bennett Peel 

May 20 
Kara Cartwright 
Vaiana Goff 
Gerald Hospador 
Jack Kellermann 
David Pierson 
Chancellor Podol 
Nancy Tim 
 
May 21 
Jennie Annala 
Gary Atkins 
Megan Benfield 
Jean Eller 
Justin Jack 
Margaret Lawler 
Lynda O’Brien 
Joyce Price 
Sydney Schroeder 
 
May 22 
Callie Baylis 
Barbara Gieck 
Ethan Greer 
Ginny Hahn 
Janice Johnson 
Sawyer Timco 

May 17 
Sue & Roger Schomber - 24 years 
 
May 18 
Karen & Abel Ramon - 19 years 
 
May 19 
Bob & Gail Blecher - 20 years 
Butch & Deb Grove III - 48 years 
Joe & Becky Stevens - 31 years 

Happy birthday  
to  

Jack Anderson  
who will be 90 on May 16 

and to  
Bob Wascher  

who will be 91 on May 16  
and to  

Barbara Gieck 
who will be 93 on May 22. 

Congratulations! 

“A job well done” to the members of the Twice 
Upon A Time ministry!  They have been active for 
only a few meetings and already have over 575 
books cleaned, refurbished and delivered to disad-
vantaged children in our community.”  
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Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
Denise Aufderheide 
Janice Baldwin 
Jacque Bokelman 
Kirsten, Garrett & Baby Boyd 
Jerry Brunet 
Darin Byers 
Dianna Cress 
Leslie Crowley 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Mark Delay 
J.R. Edmunds 
Rachel Fajardo 
Sue Forman 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Mike Gragert 
Lee Gross 
Lindsay Hart 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Donna Dardano-Hibbard 
Marianne Hill 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Bob Kerwin 
Annette Kester 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & Family 

Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremia Miller 
Debra Mills 
Lucille Moe 
Kevin Todd Morgan 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Cheryl Naanes 
Sam Norton 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Mary Peet 
Linda Peterson 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Connie Rowton 
Ethel Rygiel 
Roger Schomber 
Doris L. Scott 
Ron Scott 
David Selleck 
Charles Simmons  
      & Family 
Kevin Smith 
Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff & Cheri Stoker 
Russ Stott 
The Swearingen Family 
Susan Warden 
Joan Waters 
Christine Welch 
Lynn Whaley 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

 

GRADUATES  
 

If  anyone in your family is graduating from 
high school or college, please send their names 
and any other pertinent information (high 
school graduating from, college attending/
graduating from; honors, fall plans; contact 
information, etc.) to Chris at chris@flccs.net by 
May 26 so that their names and above info may 
be published in the Ekklesia. 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY SUMMARY 
Thank you to all visitors and voting members 
who attended the 2021 Synod Assembly! Here 
are just a few highlights: 
Thank you to Earline Bohling, who has complet-
ed her time as Synod Vice President, after serv-
ing 2 terms. Offer your gratitude for Earline 
HERE. 
• Installation of Rev. Katie Chullino & Rev. 
Stephanie Lord, co-deans of the Boulder-
Broomfield Conference 
• Adopted RMS Budget for 2021-2022 
• Adopted RMS Resolution on Creation Care 
• Adopted Memorial: Creation Care Social 

Statement 
• Welcome of new RMS Treasurer,  
             Kris Adams 
• Election of Vice President and Churchwide             
Assembly Voting Members 
 
   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv9ZAWPG8JxG2I40eS9lQ73zWCKTskP8o65i98I6-HypAkgrGnEubSM3jPh-JIHfbjeMis5bPIC2-k4pG-byeSkXOGjAi8nwLai4-cDWNQDE7-3q5OklOlHRjER_8BZwVzd0hXyz0QLYfg99oVReNRjpJkQLfF-WCrOf974c1ZQ=&c=9bXSoeKxn92lC7jZs-gM2NidcTTlDCDx7VJARdPskuxGKcOPpSvAH
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv9ZAWPG8JxG2I40eS9lQ73zWCKTskP8o65i98I6-HypAkgrGnEubSM3jPh-JIHfJK6yXMPJv10sax14fJk7qbLuErccGQOMYttjcZeSVTqzZB5BFYhQQIm5N4on_aK1O-cw54KQm0XiWS4-6acOmgM56_y_uz_Eo49snTeE_OO1rcpqIqczixp3I4rC3SeZ0Rrly2Vp7zuA888i-f06G_WHucTO49SK_U3Z
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv9ZAWPG8JxG2I40eS9lQ73zWCKTskP8o65i98I6-HypAkgrGnEubSM3jPh-JIHfISUc6OASeSsLVuBUb5BoH6u6htDhhS6rnGN-_YmgirGlzL4vLjYllfO0xtMseRP3Ie3YoBrLOVyq2eYFDp4sks4gl4t9ayQeJPNhVocZSgDapD64rXU6mzK4RntGMPiL0FcnDviIBkeB28XZYCoX6PbKQuabjyOrjTKX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv9ZAWPG8JxG2I40eS9lQ73zWCKTskP8o65i98I6-HypAkgrGnEubSM3jPh-JIHfISUc6OASeSsLVuBUb5BoH6u6htDhhS6rnGN-_YmgirGlzL4vLjYllfO0xtMseRP3Ie3YoBrLOVyq2eYFDp4sks4gl4t9ayQeJPNhVocZSgDapD64rXU6mzK4RntGMPiL0FcnDviIBkeB28XZYCoX6PbKQuabjyOrjTKX
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 The elevator room is beginning to get a roof. The 
columns now have brick that closely matches the 
house.  

The carpet on the stairs has been removed. 

The tile in the coffee bar has been completed. 

In the basement, the walls have been painted and the 
exposed brick walls are getting a treatment. There is 
also partial carpet in the basement. 


