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We are blessed with a community of teachers and fami-
lies that are continuing to be engaged in Sunday 
School through this time! Each week we have had be-
tween 50-60 youth participating in online Sunday 
School. They read stories together, do highs & lows, 
play games and share how life is going in their corner of 
the world. Confirmation has continued online, and this 
year’s class will be confirmed on May 31st. Our youth 
groups meet each week and continue planning for new 

ways to be church together this summer. The Celebration Ringers have met via 
Zoom, too, and are making plans to offer an online concert later this summer. Check 
inside the Ekklesia or on the website for details on when all our youth and adult ed-
ucation classes meet. We are so excited to be engaged in this ministry in new ways 
keeping connected and giving thanks for one another! 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

NOTE:  Birthdays, anniversaries, and prayer 
requests have moved to pages 14 & 15. 

It was good to hear from so many of you through our check-in survey that we sent out through 
email on last Wednesday and Sunday. I heard that many of us are stressed and anxious about the 
future, but that we also have a confidence that we’re going to get through this ok. You are all in my 
prayers and I trust God to continue to guide us down the home stretch. We don’t know how long 
this will go on, or what changes we’ll be asked to make next, but God is providing for us every step 
of the way. We keep the faith! 
For now, we have made the decision not to hold in-person worship through the month of May. This 
is in keeping with the recommendations from our Bishop, Jim Gonia and our Governor. We are 
being cautious because we love our people and want to protect one another. This month should be 
very interesting as weeks go by and the weather improves and new data comes in. I’m hopeful 
about the possibility of coming together in some way in the near future, although we will continue 
to play it safe.  
If you are struggling in any way, please let us know. Send a note to the church or make a phone call 
or send an email. The most difficult thing about this time is not knowing how everyone is doing. I 
learn so much from those simple handshakes after worship. I’m so grateful for all those who are 
volunteering to make phone calls on behalf of the church and check in with our members. We are in 
this together.  
 
God is with you!                              -Pastor Travis 



CONDOLENCES ON THE 
DEATH OF  
RABBI HOWARD HIRSCH 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1937 – APRIL 15, 2020 
 

For many years Rabbi Hirsch was the primary teacher 
in our Sunday morning adult seminar.  He was a great 
friend and teacher to many at First Lutheran and we 
give thanks for the partnership in our congregation 
and community. Here is the obituary in full: 
 
Rabbi Howard Jay Hirsch was 82 years old when he 
passed away on April 15th, 2020. He was born Septem-
ber 3rd, 193,7 to Sally (Abel) and Sydney Hirsch. He 
grew up in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and graduated 
from Cleveland Heights High School. He went on to 
study at the University of Chicago and then graduated 
from Case Western University. Rabbi Hirsch was or-
dained from the Jewish Theological Seminary in New 
York City in June of 1964 and received his Doctor of 
Divinity in 1991. In later years, he was awarded the De-
gree of Doctor of Psychology from Colorado School of 
Professional Psychology.  
He launched his rabbinical career as Assistant Rabbi at 
The Park Synagogue in Cleveland, spanning decades of 
"dedication to helping thousands of parishioners in 
their time of need, celebrations, sorrows, and life expe-
riences." His rabbinical work led him to Temple Sha-
lom in Colorado Springs, Colorado, retiring as Rabbi 
Emeritus. He was a faculty member at Regis University 
(a Jesuit Catholic university) of Denver, Colorado, for 
over twenty years in the Department of Religious Stud-
ies, where he retired as Professor Emeritus. Stepping 
out of the traditional role of pulpit rabbi, with the sup-
port and encouragement of his dear friend and confi-
dant Bishop Richard Hanifen, he founded the Center 
for Christian-Jewish Dia-logue.  "As a duo, they carried 
their message of kindness and respect on the road, 
inspiring others to find commonalities between Chris-
tianity and Judaism." He met many national leaders 
including Martin Luther King, former President Jim-
my Carter, and participated at the Governor's Prayer 
Breakfast in Springfield, Illinois. 

Rabbi Hirsch had an immense love and knowledge 
for both opera and classical music, where he felt at 
home at the Metropolitan Opera and Carnegie 
Hall. He was on the board of the Palm Beach 
Opera and presented opera series in Cleveland 
and other communities. Rabbi Hirsch befriended 
multitudes of opera singers including Maria Cal-
las, Anna Moffo, and Richard Tucker. He was flu-
ent in at least six different languages, which en-
hanced both his enjoyment of opera and gave him 
greater insight with his theological studies. He 
and his loving wife of 46 years returned back to the 
Cleveland area to be with their family in 2013. 
He is remembered by his beloved wife, Eva (nee 
Nicholas), cherished son of Sydney and Sally 
(Abel) Hirsch (both deceased), dear brother of Gail 
Hirsch (deceased), devoted father of Debbi 
(Millard) Ezell, Judi (Steven) Diamond, Michael 
Hirsch, Susan (Keith) Mischel, Kathryn (Bob 
Venorsky) Talty, Meg (Tom) Gallagher, and Thom-
as (Melissa-deceased) Talty; loving grandfather of 
Jeremy (Paula) Diamond, Justin (Amy) Diamond, 
Jordan Diamond, Brittany and Preslie Hirsch, Alex 
and Austin Mischel, Hanna Talty, Elizabeth and 
Daniel Venorsky, Christopher and Lynda Talty; 
and loving great-grandfather of Harper Diamond. 
 
Donations may be made to: 
Cleveland Clinic - Parkinson's Disease Research 
PO Box 931517 
Cleveland, Ohio 44193 
clevelandclinic.org/giving 
Or: Cleveland Institute of Music - Development 
Dept. 
11021 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
www.cim.edu/aboutcim/support/donatenow 

http://clevelandclinic.org/giving
http://www.cim.edu/aboutcim/support/donatenow
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3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER 2020 
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
Luke 24: 13-35 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace and mercy to 
you from our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Earlier this week, I had to come down to church a drop 
a few things in the office, dropped off a few porch pack-
ages to friends, and drove through the car wash. I asked 
my kids if they wanted to come with me just to run 
these few errands and they were way excited, like more 
excited than ever to just get out of the house. “Mom, 
should we bring our masks? Can we run up and leave 
the packages on the porch?” As we were making our way 
about, we drove through a couple of neighborhoods and 
the girls were taking it all in, noticing things that 
wouldn’t usually catch their eye.  One of the things that 
they have become especially aware of is looking for 
hearts and teddy bears in people’s windows. One of the 
community actions that people have taken to during 
this time of pandemic is trying to fill the world with a 
little more wonder, a little bit of hope, a little bit of love. 
So, as we drove around that became the game of the 
day, looking for hearts in windows and hoping for a day 
when everything old is new again. 
 

As we looked for signs of hope in the world while driv-
ing through neighborhoods we don’t generally traverse, 
I was pondering the road to Emmaus.  I felt a similar 
spirit to what the two disciples on that road might have 
been thinking and wondering. Were they looking for 
signs of new life, were they grieving what once had 
been, were they uncertain of where the road might take 
them as they headed towards Emmaus?   
 

As the disciples walked on that road, uncertain of what 
was yet to come and not knowing exactly what it meant 

for them that the tomb was empty, they were joined by 
a stranger on the road. The stranger seemingly inter-
rupted their conversation of despair when he joined 
them. Though it doesn’t sound as if the disciples paid 
any particular attention to him, they seemingly didn’t 
object to his joining them either. I would imagine that 
they were grieving, they were uncertain of their future, 
they just wanted to feel safe again, for things to return 
to normal. Instead, now they have a stranger alongside 
of them who doesn’t seem to have any idea what has 
just happened and why they are so sad. Cleopas re-
sponds to Jesus with what I imagine is a not too friend-
ly tone, asking him, “Don’t you have any idea what has 
happened?” I can imagine the frustration in his voice, 
having to explain to this stranger how their lives have 
changed in an instant, and this man doesn’t even seem 
to know? How could he be so in the dark?  
But still they walked along together, the disciples an-
swering his questions, and telling their sad story of a 
savior lost and their own visit to the empty tomb where 
they were not met by the vision of Jesus that the wom-
en had been shown earlier.  They were feeling defeated; 
perhaps they wondered why they hadn’t been able to 
see Jesus at the tomb as the women had, wondering 
what that meant for them, to be denied that hope in the 
resurrection.  And then they are scolded. The man tells 
them they are slow of heart; do they not believe in all 
the things they had heard in the teachings of the 
prophets and the ministry of Jesus; do they not remem-
ber that the suffering that had happened was to bring 
glory? It sounds like Jesus is pretty riled up, but the 
disciples just keep walking. 
 

The disciples must have been feeling some stress and 
anxieties with the uncertainty of the days just gone by 
and of the days to come. Perhaps lashing out at the 
questions of this man doesn’t seem so out of the ordi-
nary considering all the disciples had endured in the 
days leading up to the empty tomb. I have to tell you; I 
can’t blame them.  I, too, am tired and weary of death 
and grieving, sadness and despair, separation and di-
vide.  I have to remind myself that in all of this my 
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heart also burns as the disciples did on that road, not 
from stress and anxiety of the unknown but because 
Jesus is among us, even though we may not see him.  In 
those times when our hearts are burning, let us remem-
ber God who is with us saves us. Today we understand 
the lament that these disciples were engaged in as they 
journeyed on this road to Emmaus, a journey where the 
final destination might have still been unknown to 
them.   
 

Jesus comes upon the disciples in the midst of their 
grief, disappointment, and disbelief. Even though Jesus 
knows exactly what they are going through, he asks 
them about it anyway. Without trying to minimize or 
fix their feelings, Jesus listens. He listens and then he 
reminds the disciples through the stories of the proph-
ets and the suffering of the Messiah that glory had been 
entered into!  
For us, emerging out of the desolation of Holy Week, 
the confident Easter refrains of joy, triumph, defiance, 
belonging, and commission usually lead us to assume 
that resurrection means the end of disappointment, of 
Good Friday suffering and Holy Saturday silence. Eve-
ryone is supposed to smile and shout, “He is risen in-
deed.” But Easter faith can be both a resurrection hope 
and a lamenting restlessness at the same time. 
 

Lament takes time. And sometimes lament is the jour-
ney that leads us, preachers and congregations alike, to 
recognition and new life. For new life most assuredly 
walks alongside us, patiently, whether we know it or 
not. 
 

I’m glad that Jesus doesn’t reveal himself to Cleopas 
and his companion right away but waits. Why does he 
wait? Jesus is neither testing, scolding, nor humiliating 
the shell-shocked disciples. He is, literally, journeying 
with them. There he is, present, as they narrate their 
disappointment and confusion. He does not cut them 
off. He knows that explanations will not cure their fool-
ishness and slowness to believe. But his ongoing pres-
ence, both seen and unseen, will surely bring them to 
celebrate with hope in the promise of the resurrection.   

As the evening closes in, the disciples decide to stop their 
journey for the evening and invite the man to stay with 
them. I love that they extend the hand of hospitality to 
the stranger who has become a part of their journey. 
Even in their grief or uncertainty, they extend the hospi-
tality that they had certainly learned from Jesus as he 
traveled throughout Galilee teaching his ways. And so 
together they gather at the table for supper, and it is in 
the blessing that they realize who this stranger is. In the 
breaking of bread together they find that Jesus is with 
them. Just as soon as they realized who he was, he was 
gone. Imagine the excitement to finally experience the 
risen Christ only to have him be gone just as quickly. 
Imagine what must have been flashing through their 
minds as they relived the conversations they had on the 
road with this man, conversations of lament and con-
cern, of anxiety and stress, of not knowing what is yet to 
come. They must have recognized all the emotions they 
had expressed to him and then too recalled that their 
hearts were burning as he opened the scriptures to them.  
In a time when they could no longer see Jesus, the Messi-
ah alongside of them, they still felt his presence among 
them and in their hearts. Is this not what Jesus has been 
teaching throughout his ministry, that he is always with 
us, seen and unseen. Jesus moves with us in so many 
ways. What are the ways that you most commonly imag-
ine, picture or identify with Jesus?  For some it’s the im-
age of him on the cross, for others it might be the stone 
in front of an empty tomb as the sun rises, for others it 
will be Jesus preaching to a crowd or healing the sick 
with the touch of his hands. Perhaps you picture him 
seated at the right hand of God shining in glory. Maybe it 
is in the meals that we have shared and will share again.  
Jesus revealed himself to the disciples in the most ordi-
nary of ways, sharing a simple meal with them and offer-
ing a blessing. It was in this moment as they journeyed 
together that they recognized the burning in their hearts 
came from Jesus assuring them that all they knew to be 
true about Jesus was indeed true: that the promise of the 
resurrection is found in the stranger who journeys with 
us and carries our hearts in both suffering and joy. 
Amen.             -Pastor Carrie 
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In his letter to the Romans when St. Paul was in prison and awaiting execution, he 
wrote this, “Therefore since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through whom we have also obtained access into 
this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God 
and not only that but we also boast in our suffering knowing that suffering pro-

duces endurance and endurance produces character and character produces hope and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us.” (Romans 5: 1-5)  
 
Yes, we are suffering and yes, we are being tried. By now many of us know someone in our family or 
amongst our colleagues who has tested positive for Covid-19, are sick or even have died. Here in Illi-
nois the governor has extended the shelter in place requirement until the end of May. Christ is with us 
in our suffering, and in our suffering we have the opportunity to be in solidarity with those who suffer 
not just from the coronavirus but from all the other deadly ways that keep people down while privileg-
ing the dominant culture. 
 
This week in his sermon in Virtual Chapel, Rafael Malpica Padilla (Executive Director for ELCA Global 
Mission) used this quote, “Faith is the ability to hear the melody of the future and hope is the courage 
to dance to that tune today.” For some of us used to our own music, this melody will be new and 
strange, but it’s evocative. For some this melody has sustained them through unspeakable hardship 
and has given voice to the hope forged in that hardship. But whoever and wherever we are, we can 
hear it, and we can dance.  
 
Peace. Be well, dear church. 

A MESSAGE FROM ELCA PRESIDING BISHOP EATON 
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PRESIDING BISHOP 

ABOUT THE REV. ELIZABETH A. EATON 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton was reelected to 
serve a second six-year term as ELCA presiding 
bishop at the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 
Eaton is the ELCA’s fourth presiding bishop 
and was first elected at the 2013 ELCA Church-
wide Assembly. 

Eaton earned a Master of Divinity degree from 
Harvard Divinity School and a Bachelor of Mu-
sic Education degree from the College of 
Wooster. 

Eaton was ordained in 1981 and served three 
different congregations in Ohio before being 
elected bishop of the ELCA Northeastern Ohio 
Synod in 2006. She was reelected synod bishop 
in May 2013, shortly before her election as 
ELCA presiding bishop. 

Eaton’s four emphases for the ELCA are: We 
are church; We are Lutheran; We are church 
together; We are church for the sake of the 
world. These four emphases are fundamental 
to identifying who the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America is. 

In 2015, under Eaton’s leadership, the ELCA 
underwent an extensive vision process to help 
this church journey faithfully and effectively 
together in the years ahead. The process result-
ed in Future Directions 2025, a strategic frame-
work that helps shared leadership across the 
ELCA realize common aspirations and better 
face the challenges of this church. 

In addition, with Eaton’s guidance, the ELCA 
launched Bishop Eaton’s Leadership Initiative, 
which encourages all ELCA members to seek 
out and inspire gifted people in our congrega-
tions and communities to consider a call to the 
ministry of the gospel. 

As chief ecumenical officer of the ELCA, she 
represents this church in a wide range of ecu-
menical and interfaith settings. She is vice 
president for North America on the Council of 
the Lutheran World Federation and serves on 
the governing board and development com-
mittee of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA and on the Religions for 
Peace USA Council of Presidents. 

As presiding bishop, Eaton travels extensively, 
representing the ELCA in a variety of capaci-
ties. This has included a visit to a Syrian refu-
gee camp; commemorating the 500th anniver-
sary of the Reformation with Lutherans from 
around the world in Namibia; participating in 
an ecumenical service to commemorate the 
Reformation in the Lund, Sweden, cathedral 
with Pope Francis; visiting with migrants in 
Honduras; and attending the fifth consultation 
of women pastors and theologians in Tanza-
nia. 

Eaton’s husband is the Rev. T. Conrad Selnick, 
an Episcopal priest. They are parents of two 
adult children, Rebeckah and Susannah. 
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A PLACE TO TALK 
 
An online community 
10am on Thursday 
mornings via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/
j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-
7799  
Meeting code: 
209040388# 
 
While we are not gathering at the church, we 
continue to try to find ways to bring people 
together.  This is Thursday morning group is 
the online community of the “Growing Old 
Gracefully” group. It is led by Pastor Maertens, 
Pastor Anderson & Jan, and Dr. David Fenell. 
The group has spent time sharing what the 
“stay at home” order has looked like for them, 
learning ways that we can support one anoth-
er, and discussing life issues that our older 
generations are experiencing. We invite you 
to grab a cup of coffee and join in this conver-
sation.  We know it isn’t quite the same as 
gathering around the coffee and cookies at 
church but you might be surprised how simi-
lar it is and how much you’ll enjoy that second 
cup of coffee in the morning with your church 
friends!  If you have any questions about the 
group or the technology to access it, please call 
Pastor Carrie at 703-587-5636 or drop her an 
email at carrie@flccs.net. 
Look forward to seeing you online! 

ANTICIPATORY GRIEF  
 
How are you feeling? What thoughts are run-
ning through your mind? Are you wishing that 
this Covid-19 pandemic were over, and you 
could pick up your life pre-February before all 
the restrictions came in? Are you fearful of your 
financial future, getting your old job back? Do 
you worry about getting the virus? Are you 
stressed over taking care of children and the 
demands of the workplace?  Do you sometimes 
feel that you are just going to explode?  Do you 
feel that the future is all uncertainty? Do you 
have dreams about  Covid-19? If you have expe-
rienced any of this, you are dealing with antici-
patory grief and stress overload. 
In this article I want to talk about anticipatory 
grief. What is anticipatory grief? It is an emo-
tional reaction to an anticipated future loss 
which if not addressed can feed upon itself and 
lead to excessive stress and its related health 
issues.   In order to successfully deal with antici-
patory grief, a person needs to find a sure foot-
ing in their spiritual and psychological state. 
Spiritually, you need to find a sound footing; 
you need to become the person who builds his 
house on a rock (Matthew 7:24-27). Psychologi-
cally you need to learn to live in the present 
where reality is and not in an uncertain future. 
How does one do this? 
 
Spiritually you must live in the certainty that 
God is merciful and loving to you. Everyone can 
say that God is love and quote John3:16, “For 
God so loved the world…”. The big question is, 
does he love me? The answer to that question 
lies in looking backward and examining your 
life and seeing the places God has helped you. 
The big event in my life was the power God gave 
me in surviving a profoundly serious illness that 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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changed the course of my life. It is the bedrock 
of my faith supported with the Biblical verse, “I 
can do all things through Christ who strength-
ens me.”( Philippians 4:13) I, like you, have fears 
during this pandemic. I am fearful of catching 
Covid-19 because at my age, it is a death sen-
tence. But I trust that God will give me the grace 
to face my death without fear and in peace. I 
also fear that my pension, which is tied to the 
performance of the stock market, will be re-
duced. But I deeply trust that God will give me 
the wisdom to figure out my financial problems. 
He always has in the past. Where has God sup-
ported you in the past? Make a list of those 
events and write a brief description of the event. 
This will be “the solid rock on which you build 
your house.” 
 
Psychologically we must live in the present. The 
future can look very bleak right now; however, a 
lot can happen between now and then. When we 
fear the future, our minds can produce very ter-
rible images. They are usually the worst-case 
scenarios. Get your mind to think the best-case 
scenarios. Things may get financially tight, but I 
can always re-mortgage. Not everyone who loses 
their job loses their house. Try to think the least 
drastic outcome. 
Secondly,  get yourself in the present.  Take ten 
slow breaths and name the things that you see 
around you. As I type this article, I see birds at 
the bird feeder, a squirrel running along the 
deck rail, a snow-covered Pikes Peak, my coffee 
cup, the pellet stove, the chair, the table on 
which sits the computer that I am typing this 
article. I am in the present. Nothing I have 
feared has happened. I still have a roof over my 
head. I went for a hike this morning. I am still 
healthy. My stomach is telling me it is time to 

eat lunch. I am in the present moment. I feel 
calm. 
Learn what you can control. I am anxious about 
getting the virus. I see people in the grocery 
store not wearing masks and congregating at 
the self-checkout machines. I cannot control 
what other people are doing. Getting angry at 
them will not change their behavior. It will give 
me stress which I do not need. I can control 
what I do. I am responsible for my safety. I will 
wear a mask; I will keep my social distance. I 
will use the hand sanitizer when I get to my car. 
Practice compassion. We are not ourselves un-
der all this stress. Our better angels have fled. 
We need to practice the art of grace. 
 
What we are doing is hard work. Persistence is 
the key. We need to tell people what troubles us, 
what causes us the most stress and worry. Nam-
ing your fears gives you power over them. It 
reduces anxiety. Mutual consolation is God’s 
gift to us. It helps you live in the present mo-
ment.  
              -Pastor Maertens 
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HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP – JULY 19 - 26 
 
High school kids – roll up your sleeves and get ready for an amazing 
week of service, fun, and faith- building in New Mexico. Partnering 
with Service Learning Camps, we plan to build wheel chair ramps and 
work on a farm for three days in Albuquerque. Then we’ll head to  
Storrie Lake State Park in Las Vegas, New Mexico, for three days of 

fun, bonding, and faith building.  The trip will cost approximately $250. You can sign up at flccs.net, 
under the Youth tab.  Tentatively, the deadline for signing up is June 19.  The details of the trip are 
somewhat fluid right now, so watch the Ekklesia for updates. 
As always, the welfare of our kids is our highest priority, and we will not go if it isn’t safe by then.  For 
questions contact shelly@flccs.net. 

ADOPT A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR! 
 
Let’s shower our high school seniors with extra love! They continue to have so 

many disappointments this year: no senior breakfast, prom, yearbook signing day, last day of school 
out in the parking lot, graduation, parties, just to mention a few. We can do a lot to cheer them up!  
Contact Shelly at shelly@flccs.net if you’d like to ‘adopt’ one or even two of them. You will be provided 
a name, short bio and address; the rest is up to you.  You can send cards, gifts, lunch, etc. Please make 
sure you include some words of wisdom to pass on to this amazing group of kids!   
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Middle school is 4 pm every Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We want to provide consistency and structure for the kids regarding their Christian education while 
we all stay homeand continue with the lesson plan that is mapped out for the rest of the school 
year.  To do this we are asking all of you to get your kids to online Sunday school!  Simply click on the 
Zoom link provided for each grade at the appointed time.  Then click on the link to open the meeting 
and follow the prompts. Please plan to attend the class for the first few minutes. You will need to help 
your kids with meeting etiquette, the mute button, etc.  We recommend using a device with a large 
screen – we want the kids to see faces!  The meeting information for Kindergarten – 7th grade is as 
follows:  
K/1 Tuesday, 7-7:30 pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/673429984 
Meeting ID: 673 429 984 
 

2nd grade, Sunday, 10-10:30 am: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/779314033 
 Meeting ID: 779 314 033 
 

3rd grade, Wednesday, 7-7:30pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/726401318 
Meeting ID: 726 401 318 
 

 4th grade, Sunday, 7 - 7:40 pm:  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/488852972 
Meeting ID: 488 852 972 

5th grade, Thursday, 2-2:30 pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/366844514 
Meeting ID: 366 844 514 
 

6th & 7th grades, Wednesdays, 6 pm, through the end of 
May 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/599191946 
Meeting ID: 599 191 946 
 

New Zoom Sunday school meeting for preschoolers: 
Every Sunday, beginning April 26, at 12:30 pm 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91143152258 
Meeting ID: 911 4315 2258 

High school is 5 pm every Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/673429984
https://zoom.us/j/779314033
https://zoom.us/j/726401318
https://zoom.us/j/488852972
https://zoom.us/j/366844514
https://zoom.us/j/599191946
https://zoom.us/j/91143152258
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
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VIRTUAL BABY 
SHOWER 
 

Our Minister of Faith 
Formation, Michaela 

Eskew and her husband Will, are expecting the 
birth of their daughter, Lila Jane, in May. You 
are invited to participate in a virtual shower by 
choosing a gift from one of two registries or by 
sending a gift card or monetary gift to the 
church.Registry links are posted on our website 
at flccs.net/blog. Please have gifts shipped directly 
to the church ,or drop them off at church. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

We’ll be monitoring our finances closely during 
this time of pandemic. Of course, our hope is to 
preserve the jobs of our full staff both for their 
sake and for our ministry. Council will meet to 
look at options for persevering during this diffi-
cult time. If you are able, please send in your 
contributions via mail or digitally. 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through April 30: 
                 $668,270.00 
Year to Date Actual Income through April 28:  
                    $613,742.00 
Amount behind for the year:   $  54,528.00 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the congre-
gation. We still have a large staff to pay as well 
as other bills. We want to continue to support 
those agencies that help those hardest hit dur-
ing times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

ONLINE WORSHIP TOGETHER! 
 

We discovered a new way to worship together 
using Facebook Premiere. Each Sunday we will 
start the online worship video at 9:00 am on 
Facebook. This way we can enjoy it at the same 
time and the pastors can be in the chatroom 
with you to check in and share reflections. The 
video will also continue to be emailed to you at 
7 am on Sundays for you to use at your conven-
ience and also posted on the church website. 
But if you’re a Facebook user and want to join 
us at 9 am, you’re invited! 

http://www.flccs.net
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CARING FOR THE DEAD DURING A 
PANDEMIC AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
 
Until the state of emergency is lifted for Colo-
rado, we will be limited in our memorial prac-
tices in the following ways:  
 
Memorial Service:  We are able to provide me-
morial services at the church but can only allow 
ten people in the Sanctuary. We are able to vid-
eotape the service and provide a link for others 
to view.   
Graveside Service:  We are able to provide a 
graveside service outdoors. All people will be 
required to practice social distancing of six feet 
between one another. We are able to accommo-
date 10 people at present.  
Inurnment Service: We are able to provide in-
urnment services at our columbarium and re-
quire that all people practice social distancing 
of six feet between one another. We are able to 
accommodate 10 people at present.  
Receptions:   We are not able to host a recep-
tion following any services at this time.  
   
While we are limited in what we are able to 
provide at this time, we are able to work with 
you to begin planning for a memorial service 
which will take place after the pandemic has 
passed. To begin the pre-planning process, 
please contact Teri Swanner in the church of-
fice at 719-632-8836 or by email:  teri@flccs.net.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to host a 
memorial service for your loved one at a later 
date when we can all safely gather and cele-
brate their life. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, July 19, 1925.  The Lu-
theran Rally this year will be held in the moun-
tains west of Denver near Morrison, July 30th.  
This is intended to be a state rally, though the 
distances involved confine it largely to the Den-
ver churches.  Two cars of our people attended 
last year.  If any of our people want to attend it 
will be necessary to change the date of our Sun-
day School picnic.  Think it over and if interest-
ed communicate with the pastor. 

Thank you to the 
First Lutheran 
Church community for making homemade 
masks for our workforce and people in service. 
We are very grateful for the quick turnaround 
with our request and are happy to share that 
we met our goal of 400 face masks from our 
community.   
   Blessings, Cheryl  
   MOSAIC 

mailto:teri@flccs.net
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group: 

May 3 
Robert Hunt 
Lukas Jacobson 
Katie Kurtz 
Candy Lesoing 
Lydia Lieber 
Rachael Miller 
Don Schilling 
Gunnar Urban 
 
May 4 
Wanda Anderson 
Judith Erickson 
Dar Larson 
Escidra Murphy 
 
May 5 
Debbie Chlebus 
Iona Kochera 
Linda Peterson 
Dieter Rein 
Anne Zobec 
 

May 6 
Jerry Branesky 
Spring Kellermann 
Emma Remley 
Bev Strecker 

May 7 
Stacey Chandler 
Jerry Hanson 
Jim Hauck 
Kaitlyn Ketchell 
Kai Kramer 
Constance Mahon 
Maureen Ploederer 
 

May 8 
Benjamin Bell 
Cindy Burke 
Sydney Coen 
Paula Gillaspie 
Chad Redding 
 

May 9 
Gracelynn Auten 
Bart Auten 
Kari Bell 
Teri Haberacker 
Linda Herpin 
Michael Hjelkrem 
Scott Louis 
Joshua Miller 
 

May 3 
Kari & James McDonald - 17 years 
Joel & Jessica Miller - 23 years 
 
May 5 
Lynn & Rose Eggum - 57 years 
 
May 6 
Peter & Charlotte De Jong - 53 years 
Andy & Wendy Peel - 20 years 
David & Amy Pierson - 20 years 
 
May 7 
Andre & Aja Silvola - 44 years 
 
May 8 
Ryan & Kelsi Halla - 16 years 
Vincent & Leslie Spaziani - 10 years 



   15 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net. 

               Our condolences and prayers 
surround the family and friends of 

ESTHER SIMON 
Tina Sharp, Karl Simon, and Karen Simon’s 

mother; 
Carol’s mother-in-law;  

grandmother of 
Amanda Nigbur and Colin Sharp. 

A private burial service was held this week.  
A memorial service  

will be held at a later date. 

Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Rita B. 
Robert Baylis & Family 
Bill 
Kira Blaus Plissner 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Andrea Bullock 
Maureen Collier 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
The Dewitt Family 
Amy Fodor 
Andy Fodor 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
Al Gagne 
The Jimmy Garcia Family 
The Steve Gaspard Family 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Pastor Joshua Hansen 
Jon Haring 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Jerry & Marcia 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 

The Kruse Family 
Christ M. 
Jay McCoy 
Teresa Meyer 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah 
Miller 
Debra Mills 
Laurance Moe 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Michelle Narain 
Don & Arline Niles and 
Family 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
Aaron Rindahl 
David & Colleen Rose  
Louis Rosini 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Colby Sides 
The Simon Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Aaron Thorson 
Tracey Tinsley 
Jim Underwood 
Christine Welch 
Scott Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 
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IT’S A GIRL! 
 
Michaela, Will, and Lincoln are excited to introduce you to the newest member of their family, Lilah 
Jane Eskew! In accordance with the governor’s easing of the stay at home order, Lilah quickly entered 
the world Sunday, April 26th weighing in at 8lbs 14oz, and 21 inches long. Everyone is home and doing 
well. Congratulations! 

Big brother Lincoln 
meeting Lilah! 

Lilah Jane Eskew 
April 26, 2020 


