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FROM THE PASTOR 

Confirmation is this Sunday, at the 11:00 service. Five of our ninth grade students will affirm their 
baptism and confess their faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. They will make the promises we all made 
when we were confirmed or when we joined the church. This is a good time for us to reflect on those 
promises and ask ourselves if we are being faithful to our commitment.   

Here is what we said we would do:  

• Live among God’s faithful people  
• Hear the Word of God 
• Share in the Lord’s Supper 
• Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed  
• Serve all people, following the example of Jesus  
• Strive for justice and peace in all the earth  
 
When we live out  these commitments, we are the church for the sake of the world. The first three are 
about our individual nourishment in the faith. We need to be in worship and in community with  
fellow believers. We need to hear the word of God read and preached, not just through the sermon but 
also through the hymns and liturgy. We need the constant reminder in the Lord’s Supper that Jesus 
has died for us and given himself to us. We need to receive Jesus every week.  
 
The final three commitments are what we do as Christians in the world. The world needs us to share 
the good news. We share it in our deeds through our volunteering and serving those around us. We 
share it in our words by giving testimony about what God is doing in our lives and what it means to 
serve Jesus who died and rose again. We are to be known for our service to others, how we put the 
needs of those around us above our own. We are to work for justice, for the rights of all people to fair 
treatment by society. This matters in our voting and advocacy. We are to strive for peace and an end 
to violence on every level from abuse in families to war between nations.   
 
-Pastor Travis 



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

APRIL 24, 2022 
JOHN 20:19-31  
BREAKTHROUGH TO FAITH!  

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.”  This is what Thomas declares to his fellow disciples when they proclaim to him that they 
have seen the Lord. It’s why he has the moniker, Doubting Thomas. He wasn’t there in that locked room when 
Jesus appeared. We can only guess why. To put the best spin on it maybe he wasn’t as afraid as the rest of them 
were, and he felt no need to stay cooped up inside. Maybe he had his own way of grieving the loss of Jesus and 
just needed to be alone. He wasn’t there, and so he missed out on the appearance of Jesus. 
  
Being in Christian community matters. Next week our Confirmation students will make a promise to fulfill their 
baptismal agreement by living with God’s faithful people. Community matters. How much do we miss out 
on when we aren’t with our brothers and sisters in Christ? This is a tricky topic for the church right now as we 
come out of the pandemic. We don’t all have the same comfort level attending worship, and churches across the 
world are experiencing significant declines in church attendance. Fewer Christians are gathering with one an-
other than before the pandemic. Our own congregation has 200 fewer people in person than we did three years 
ago. However, we have over 300 people watching online each week and we’ve regained some who we lost due to 
their inability to come to church. Every week when I do my visits to the homebound someone says thank-you for 
the online worship. They are grateful to be able to come to church. You, watching online, aren’t the ones I’m wor-
ried about, although please don’t remain anonymous; let us know you are with us! But I am concerned about our 
brothers and sisters from our own congregation and to a larger extent the broader church who are no longer 
gathering with their fellow disciples neither online nor in person. Churches in our country are only at 40-70% of 
the attendance they had pre-pandemic. I worry about those folks and the experience of God that they are miss-
ing out on, like Thomas did. They aren’t hearing the word of God, they aren’t singing the hymns of faith, they 
aren’t praying with the church, they aren’t being challenged or comforted by preaching, they aren’t receiving the 
body and blood of Christ. I’m sure they each have an explanation, and we might even be sympathetic to their 
reasons just as I’m sure that Thomas had his reasons for not being with the disciples for a week. A week when 
they needed him the most, a week when their whole world had been shattered and they relied on their friend-
ships and bond.  
  
Thomas was only gone a week and look what he missed. But he came back, and the community welcomed 
him, and Jesus showed up for him. This is my hope for those who have fallen out of the habit of meeting with 
fellow disciples. When Thomas comes back, they tell him with great joy what they had seen and heard and felt. 
Jesus had appeared to them. While they were in their grief and fear, hiding in the room, Jesus had shown up. 
Jesus showed up in community when they were together. This isn’t just the testimony of one person, at least the 
ten disciples plus Mary Magdalene had seen Jesus and there were likely others that John’s gospel doesn’t include. 
All of them testify to the same thing, “We saw Jesus, he is risen.” But Thomas chooses not to believe them; he is 
adamant and hard-hearted. Like I said last week, belief is hard; it is not our natural response, we are by nature  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

skeptics and doubters. We don’t jump to believing 
the impossible, we look for the catch, the trick the 
real explanation. Add to this the trauma that Thomas 
has gone through, and you can empathize with his 
disbelief. He’s been hurt by the death of Jesus, he is 
grieving, it’s only been a week. Think about when you 
lost someone you loved, what were you like the week 
after their death? Ready to open your heart up? Ready 
to receive good news with great joy? Or were you still 
reeling, still trying to figure out what this new life 
looks like? Thomas dismisses their testimony; he 
doesn’t want to hear it. Not because he’s prone to 
doubt, but because he had believed so deeply, be-
cause he had loved Jesus so much. Remember Thom-
as was the one who said to Jesus and the disci-
ples, “Let us go to Jerusalem to die with Jesus. His 
heart became hard to belief because he was devastat-
ed by the crucifixion of his Lord and teacher.  
 
It makes me think of the time I was dog sitting and 
the dog got loose. I was 19 or so and my neighbor 
asked me to watch his dog and gave me a lot of warn-
ings that the dog liked to race out the front door.  
The dog was big and young and full of energy, the 
kind of dog that is so excited to meet you that it 
about knocks you over when he greets you. So, the 
first day I carefully opened the door and sure enough 
he came bounding up to me full of joy jumping up 
and licking my face. Then I opened the back door to 
let him “use the facilities” but I didn’t realize the back 
gate was open. He was halfway down the street be-
fore I realized what was happening. It was early in 
the morning, and I grabbed the leash and chased 
after him. He was back and forth across the street in 
everybody’s yard, sniffing the world. But then he saw 
an elderly man walking gingerly down the street and 
made a beeline for him. At first I was glad, because I 
could catch up to him and put him on the leash while 

he greeted the old man. He ran up to him, put his 
paws on his chest and the man was clearly upset. He 
started swearing at me and the dog, shaking his fist 
and yelling in anger. I grabbed the dog and put him 
on a leash and apologized to the man, while think-
ing he was overreacting. But then he told me his 
story. He told me he had just gotten out of the hospi-
tal after having a triple bypass to fix his heart. His 
doctor told him to start walking and this was his 
first time outside in weeks. He wasn’t mad so much 
as he was afraid. He was afraid because he didn’t 
feel strong anymore, he felt fragile, and this huge 
happy dog felt like a threat. He doubted his body, he 
didn’t believe he was strong anymore so, he re-
sponded in anger to a joy-filled puppy. 
  
This is what Thomas did with the disciples’ joy. He 
guarded his heart because he didn’t want to have it 
broken again. Don’t we do the same thing when 
we’ve been hurt? We build up scar tissue when our 
trust has been broken, and we have a hard time 
trusting again. When someone disappoints us, we 
resist counting on them again. When the church 
hurts us, what do we do? When God doesn’t answer 
our prayer, how do we respond to that? We build up 
scar tissue, the kind that says, “unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.”  
  
It’s not that Thomas doesn’t want to believe; it’s that 
he doesn’t want to get hurt again. My son has a 
pacemaker that last November started misbehaving. 
He’ll have to get it replaced this August. But what we 
learned from the doctors is that scar tissue can build 
up around where the leads are and make it hard-
er for the electricity to get to the heart. So, what do 
you think they did? They turned it up, more power to 
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break through the scar tissue. That’s what Jesus does 
with Thomas, what Jesus does with each of us when 
the scar tissue leads to our doubting and disbelief. 
He breaks through, turns up the charge, because he 
loves us too much to let us miss out on faith and life. 
Jesus comes again to that room in the community 
where Thomas is now present and shows up just for 
Thomas. Thomas says he needs to see and touch so, 
Jesus lets him see and touch. It doesn’t take long for 
Jesus to break though Thomas’ unbelief, for Thomas 
to break through to faith. Thomas falls at his feet and 
gives the most profound statement of belief of all the 
disciples. “My Lord and My God!” It’s a breakthrough 
to faith and Jesus will do that for you, too. Here in 
this community of faith, Jesus will come to you and 
give you what you need to break through whatever is 
holding you back from unbridled faith in the power 
of the resurrection.  
 
Here at this table, Jesus gives himself to you, his body 
and blood so that you may believe and trust.  
Touch and see, taste and smell, do not doubt, but 
believe. Here in this community Jesus forgives your 
sins and gives you peace. Here in this community 
Jesus lives and moves and calls you to service. When 
Jesus showed up in that locked room he broke 
through doubt and fear that the disciples would be-
lieve,  and he gave them a mission, the same that is 
given to each of us. “As the father has sent me, so I 
send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven, if you retain the sins of 
any they are retained.”  
  
That is quite the mission we have, people of faith, 
people of resurrection. Jesus has sent us to others to 
those who don’t know the good news of God, to those 
who don’t yet believe. Jesus has sent us to proclaim 
the forgiveness of sins, to welcome them into com-

munity that they might meet Jesus. When we expe-
rience a breakthrough to faith it isn’t for us alone. 
Faith is meant to be shared. Because the scar tissue 
around the hearts of our friends and family is thick 
with grief and fear, with guilt and shame, with 
doubt and unbelief, so Jesus gives us the Holy Spir-
it and says go into the world and break through the 
doubt, break through the unbelief, but be gentle as 
you go, people are hurting out there, people feel 
fragile, and they may greet you with suspicion or 
even great anger. Don’t let that fool you, they want 
to believe, they want the gospel. Deep within we all 
want to discover good news, so listen to them first, 
find out what they are asking for, find out what 
they fear. Then show them Jesus, his scars and 
wounds born for them. His resurrection and life. 
Tell them your own story, the way Jesus broke 
through your doubt and be patient. Welcome them 
into community, into your friendship and love.  
  
You know, I think for Christians our strongest 
doubts are not about Jesus and the resurrection; 
what we really doubt is that anyone else will come 
to faith. We doubt the unbeliever can be changed. 
Let Jesus break through that doubt today and send 
you out to share the gospel and trust that just as 
Jesus came to you and brought you to faith, He will 
show up for them, too. So, go in faith, full of the 
Spirit and may Jesus use you to bring a friend to 
faith.  
 
Amen. 
 
 
-Pastor Travis 
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DO YOU HAVE A THRIVENT ACTION 
CARD THAT COULD USE A GOOD CAUSE? 
 

The First Lutheran Youth Ministry is putting on 
a mental health and safety event with outside 
community speakers in May and we could use 
your Thrivent support.   

YOUTH GROUP IS GOING TO LASER TAG 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 6 FROM 6-9 P.M. 
MEET AT FIRST LUTHERAN AT 6 P.M. 
 

Get ready for some fun! Be at the church by  
6 p.m. for the bus to leave. Bring $10 for snacks 
& admission. There is a sign-up required for 
this event so that we don’t leave you behind. 
You can find it on the church app or at the 
Youth website. 

MOTHER’S DAY TEA PARTY FOR  
MOTHERS AND CHILDREN 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 8 FROM 2 – 3:30 P.M., PEEL HOUSE 
 

Our beautiful Peel House is the perfect setting 
for a Tea Party, so this Mother’s Day we are  
inviting mothers and their children to a special 
time together. Sign up is required for this 
event to have enough tea and food for all, 
please sign up on our First Lutheran Church 
app or at the Youth website. Space is limited. HIGH SCHOOL LUNCH OUT 

SUNDAY, MAY 22 AT 12 P.M. 
BUS LEAVES FIRST LUTHERAN AT 12 P.M. 
 
It is our last High School Lunch Out (for now), 
but it will be a special one since we are celebrat-
ing our Graduating Seniors at the 11 a.m. ser-
vice and will be making sure they get a special 
sweet treat on us during the High School Lunch 
Out. Friends are welcome as long as they have a 
permission form on file.  
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K.I.S.S. KEEP IT SAFE SUMMER  
RETREAT FOR PARENTS AND YOUTH 
(MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL) 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 14 FROM 9 A.M. – 1 P.M., PEEL 
HOUSE 
 

Mark your calendars for this unique half-day 
retreat. This is a retreat for our parents and 
youth. Parents will be on the main floor of the 
Peel House, while youth will be in the Youth 
Center. For our parents, we will be bringing in 
local experts to teach short Ted talks on topics 
like Cyber Safety, Trauma-Informed Parenting, 
Human Trafficking, and the Vaping trends in 
teenagers. We are bringing back David Galvan 
from Education for a Lifetime to moderate our 
speakers and field questions. For our teens, we 
will be hearing about the same topics but in a 
more age-appropriate way that helps them to 
see where they can place faithful boundaries in 
their life that produce whole person health: 
mind, body, and soul. We will have prizes and 
raffles at the end of the day! 

Join us for a week of fun and fellowship! Each day 
we'll learn about a parable that Jesus taught thru 
Bible study, songs, skits, and art. All are invited to 
dinner at 5:00 p.m. Kids (pre-k to 5th grade) will 
gather for the program while adults will get to-
gether for Bible Study at 5:30 p.m. Bring your 
friends, bring your neighbors. Come find out why 
these parables are still so important today. 
Sign up using the QR code! 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
NEW SMALL GROUPS FORMING FOR SPRING/SUMMER! 

 

Bible and a Brew - This popular small group will continue every Thursday evening from 7 - 9 p.m. The group 
meets at various craft breweries throughout town. Locations posted on MeetUp online. Be sure to join the 
“First Lutheran Church Colorado Springs Small Groups” group on MeetUp. New members always welcome! 
 
Social Dance Lessons – This group will meet on Friday evenings from 6 - 7:30 p.m. in the Peel House parlor. 
Thirty minutes of visiting and snacks followed by an hour lesson by dance instructor, Angela Harder. This 
group will begin on June 3, 2022, and run for ten weeks. Type of dance will be decided based on a majority 
vote. On August 12, 2022, we will get back together for a two-hour open dance! Cost is $150/couple or $100/
single participant. Childcare available in the Youth Center if requested. 
 
Hillside Summer Concert Series - This group will meet Wednesdays starting May 18, 2022, through Septem-
ber. Enjoy various music artists from 6 - 8:30 p.m. Admission is $15.00, which includes a beverage at one of 
the three full-service bars with your choice of beer, wine, or cocktail. Local food vendors serve a variety of 
fares from light bites to dinner. Feel free to bring folding chairs or blankets. 
 
BBQ for Eight (May-August):  Join three other couples at one host home. The host couple cooks an entree of 
their choice on the grill. One couple brings an appetizer. One couple brings a salad and bread, and the 
fourth couple brings dessert. 
 
Register Here: https://bit.ly/3uwH8Ni    Deadline to sign up is April 30. 

FUND FOR LEADERS UPDATE  
First Lutheran contributed a scholarship to fund managed by the ELCA for students going to semi-
nary. We received this update from the fund with an invitation to encourage people from our congre-
gation and synod to apply for the scholarship. If you are considering seminary, please let Pastor Travis 
know. First Lutheran will help pay for tuition.  

In all, there are 38 full tuitions, 13 mission developer, and 3 federal chaplaincy ministry scholarship se-
lectees, 54 people in all receiving full scholarships this year. Of note – the fund is supporting 12 deacon 
candidates this year, a record high.  

-Pastor Travis  

https://bit.ly/3uwH8Ni
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COSILOVEYOU SPRING CITY 
SERVE DAY 

 
Join other FLC members in community service 
on either April 30 or May 6! There are lots of 
great opportunities to help many organizations 
FLC partners with including Mosaic, Family 
Promise, and Habitat for Humanity! There are 
also many schools on the list. You can choose a 
date/time/location to serve at this link: https://
volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice 
Since FLC has agreed to be a partner for the 
Sand Creek International (K-8) School, it would 
be great for you to volunteer to serve there on 
April 30, 2022. They only need ONE more vol-
unteer. Here is a direct link to that opportunity: 
https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/
communityservice/
projectdetails/6222619933bc68487c62957e After 
you’ve completed your project, please send me 
a brief email (cheryl@flccs.net) telling me how 
YOU shared YOUR time to impact our  
community! 

                   THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR PRAYERS AND  
                       BEAUTIFUL CARDS 
 

               Just as I felt “covered” by all of your prayers while sitting by my father’s side  
           in Hospice, my office table is “covered” with beautiful cards. It warms my heart  
          that so many of you took the time to write to me and my family. Stories shared,    
         words of advice, and simply words of love. All have been appreciated and I’m trying to  
       figure out how to make a collage of all your beautiful sentiments. I’m getting back into the 
     swing of things here following a very busy Holy Week. It was so much fun to see so many  
   people over the eight special worship services. I found great comfort in the sequence of worship 
 and sermons shared. I pray that you did, too.  

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
Thursday, May 5, 2022 
First Lutheran Church  
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 

2022 THEME: EXALT  THE  LORD WHO  HAS  
ESTABLISHED  US  
 
We invite you to stop by church throughout 
the day to pray for our church, our church 
leaders, our campus as well as many topics 
concerning our nation and world today. 
There will be prayer stations throughout the 
campus. Pick up your map from the Round 
Desk when you get here. Spend as much time 
as you are able.  

https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice
https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice
https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice/projectdetails/6222619933bc68487c62957e
https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice/projectdetails/6222619933bc68487c62957e
https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice/projectdetails/6222619933bc68487c62957e
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

EEDS OF JOY GARDEN GROUP 

NEXT MEETING - MAY 11, 10 A.M. 
 

A member of the congregation has requested 
help with some yard work. Seeds of Joy is 
looking for a volunteer to do the work. If 
interested in volunteering, call Bert Bedford at 
(719) 243-5442 and leave a message. Bert will call 
you right back. 

Dear Anna, 
Thank you so much for everything 
you did to make Joanna’s bridal 
shower so perfect! You were so 
sweet and efficient and we really 
appreciate your hard work! 
 

 Many thanks, 
  Sara Larson 

BEATING THE BOUNDS… 
 (EATING AND DRINKING OUR WAY THROUGH 
 TOWN!) 
THURSDAY, MAY 26, VARIOUS TIMES AND 
LOCATIONS 
PASTOR TRAVIS AND PASTOR CARRIE 
 
Last year we had our first day out “beating the 
bounds”.  It was such a fun day that we can’t 
wait to do it again!  We have several familiar 
spots along the way and a few new ones!  We 
hope to see many of you out meeting friends, 
old and new, at some of your favorite local 
spaces! 
 

A little about the tradition: 
We know that the church seems to have lots of 
peculiar traditions in many different places 
and we would like to embrace one of those old 
traditions with a new modern-day 
approach.  The “beating the bounds,” is a 
tradition with a 600+ year history. A 
procession of church dignitaries and 
parishioners mark the borders of their parish 
by walking them and hitting marker stones 
with willow wands on the day of the 
Ascension.  Now, Pastor Travis and I are not 
big into lashing stone with willow wands… 
 
So, to honor this old tradition of the “beating 
the bounds”, Pastor Travis and I would like to 
“beat the bounds” of our parish and have a 
drink and a bite with you.  In one-day we will 
travel all over the wider Colorado Springs area 
to spending about an hour or so at a local spot 
sipping and noshing with our members who 
live near that particular boundary of our 
parish! We hope you can join us! 
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

INGATHERING OF 
FOOD FOR CARE & SHARE 
 

LAST WEEK TO BRING FOOD! 
 
During the month of April, we will be collecting 
food to feed those in need. Care and Share is 
currently in need of peanut butter, canned 
fruit, canned tuna, and canned vegetables. 
Please bring your food to the Gathering Place. 
We will make a big, beautiful pile of food in 
front of the brick wall! 

PEEL HOUSE HAPPENINGS THIS 
WEEK 
 
• Women’s Educational Society of Colorado 

College 
• OWL’s Parking History/Tech Talk 
• Homeward Pikes Peak 
• Authors’ Day Fundraiser 
• Pikes Peak Dance Alliance 

PEEL HOUSE  

PEEL HOUSE DOCENTS/TOUR 
GUIDES 
 
We are excited to rekindle the program of Peel 
House docents in our newly renovated space!  
Organizations are always curious on the histo-
ry of the building, the church, and the renova-
tion process!  We are seeking volunteers that 
would be willing to give tours of the house to 
visiting groups.  A tour can include infor-
mation such as the building history, renovation 
details, and the mission/vision of the Peel 
House for ministry.  This meeting will give you 
an overview of what the role of a docent looks 
like, we’ll take a full tour of the house, and re-
sources will be shared to learn more about the 
Peel House.  You will have the opportunity to 
ask your questions and to help identify other 
information that you think the community 
might be interested in learning about the Peel 
House.  Their will be an additional training 
with the gathered information completed and 
ready to be used by the docents. 
 
Please come and join us as we share in this op-
portunity to continue engaging our community 
and our congregation through the gift of the 
Peel House. 
Please contact Pastor Carrie with any questions 
and to RSVP at carrie@flccs.net 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
mailto:carrie@flccs.net


12  

 

WORSHIP  

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED  
AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Here is the current schedule: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30,  
        and 11 a.m.  
• Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 

• Wednesday Night LIGHT indoors at the 
Peel House & live stream worship, 7 p.m. 

 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 
OUR NEIGHBORS’ FAITH 
 

May 1, 8, & 15,  
 9:30 a.m., Fireside Room  
Led by Pastor Ralph Anderson  
 

Local guests from Muslim, Latter Day Saints, 
Jewish, Hindu, and Buddhist  
traditions  
 

Topics: What’s the Pikes Peak Interfaith Coali-
tion? Why Interfaith now? What do we have in 
common? How can we live and work together?  

YOUNG ADULT WORSHIP 
Join young adults from the Pikes Peak region 
in fellowship, worship, community, and dis-
cussion. Gather meets twice a month to spend 
time asking challenging questions of our-
selves, our faith, and our world. All young 
adults (18-35) from across race, faith back-
ground, gender, sexuality, and perspective are 
welcome here to meet, to be, to gather. 
 

Dates this summer: June 14 & 28, July 12 & 26, 
and August 9 & 23. 

Join us for a contemporary worship on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the Peel House as we 
discuss Romans: A sermon series on a book that 
laid the foundation for the Christian faith. 

May 4: Do we need to be saved? 
May 11: How does Faith work? 
May 18: What is Grace? 
May 25: What is Sin? 
June 1: What is The Spirit? 
June 8: The Christian life  
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NEW CAREGIVING MINISTRY  
OPPORTUNITY - PRAYER MINISTRY 
TEAM 
 

Prayer is a powerful gift that Jesus taught to 
those who followed him, he prayed many times 
and left instructions for us to live in prayer.  
This team will begin by offering individual  
prayer for those who have been identified by 
people in our congregation.  Each week we pub-
lish a prayer list that includes names given to us 
by members of those in need of prayer.  We in-
vite the congregation to pray for those people 
throughout the week.  In addition, we have an 
“unpublished” prayer list of those who have re-
quested that we hold them in prayer, but do not 
want information/names shared with the en-
tirety of the congregation.  We also have emer-
gencies and other urgent prayer requests that 
come up throughout the week that we would 
like to have an intentional ministry team who 
prays as the need arises.  This team would have 
a leader with whom the staff would be in touch, 
and they would then engage the remainder of 
the group to either pray individually, or perhaps 
gather either online or in-person, to pray to-
gether.  The team would follow-up with a note 
to those who have been prayed for, letting them 
know that we have been with them in prayer.  
Each week a prayer team leader would receive a 
copy of the “unpublished” prayer list and any 
other new requests that have come in. 
If you feel called to this ministry or being a team 
leader for this group, please be in contact with 
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net. As names of 
those interested are gathered, we will schedule a 
meeting for late April or early May. 

FEEL CALLED TO BE A CHRISTIAN  
CAREGIVER? 
 

INFORMATION & TRAINING FOR  
NEW CAREGIVERS 
April 28, 7 p.m., Peel House, Room 201 
 

Please join Pastor Carrie for this initial infor-
mation and training session for caregivers.  
We’ll take a look at different opportunities in-
cluding hospital/care center visits, homebound 
visitation, note-writing, recovery, and life-
transition opportunities.  You will leave this 
meeting with a new assignment if you are com-
fortable or the time to discern where you are 
called and move forward with more training.  
Please sign up with an email to Pastor Carrie 
indicating what you might be interested in:   
carrie@flccs.net 

CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING 

mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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May 1 
Amy Kirkpatrick 
Kathy Thorson 
 
May 2 
Wayne Hjelmstad 
Bill Phipps 
Betsy Pimental 
 
May 3 
Candy Lesoing 
Lydia Lieber 
Gunnar Urban 
 
May 4 
Wanda Anderson 
Judy Erickson 
Dar Larson 

May 5 
Iona Kocerha 
Linda Peterson 
Anne Rivers 
 
May 6 
Jerry Branesky 
Tonya Kemmling 
Spring Kellermann 
Emma Remley 
Bev Strecker 
 
May 7 
Jim Hauck 
Kaitlyn Ketchell 
Maureen Ploederer 

May 2 
Dick & Janet Bowman - 52 years 
 
May 5 
Lynn & Rose Eggum - 59 years 
 
May 6 
Peter & Charlotte De Jong - 55 years 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

REBECCA FLORA 
Russell Flora and Donna Lovelace Flora’s 

daughter; Jeffrey’s sister; 
whose memorial service will be  

  Friday, June 10, 1 p.m.  
     here at First Lutheran.              

(Date of death: April 19, 2022) 

            Our condolences and 
prayers surround the family of 
Logan Oakley; John and Connie 
Oakley’s son; whose memorial 
service will be at a later date. 
            (Died 4/24/2022) 
 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

LOGAN OAKLEY 
 John and Connie Oakley’s son;  
whose memorial service will be  

at a later date. 
   (Died 4/24/2022) 
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Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Pastor Carrie Baylis & 
 Family 
Elsa Bell 
Jacque Bokelman 
Betsy Bonner 
Heather Bovey 
John Braden 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Jerry Brunet 
Doris Cartwright 
Barbara Casson 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Judy Compton 
Scott, Taytum & Channing 
 Cope 
Deb D. 
Deborah 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Mark Delay & Family 
LeRoy Diem 
David DuBois 
JR Edmunds 
Russell & Donna Lovelace 
 Flora 
Sue Forman 
Glenn Frank 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Julian Green 
Gregg Griffin 
Lee Gross 
Mary Hanson 
Greyson & Lisa Harper 
Claudia Harris 
Don Harris 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Eric Harria 
Michael Harris 
Private Steven Harris 
Cheryl Haver 
Jutta Heberer 
Jessica Herrin 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Martin L. Hunt & Family 
Ron Huston  
Bruce Jacobsen 
Josh Jones 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Lisa Maty Kowski 
Carl Kuchta 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
 Family 
MaryLee Lane & Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
The Litchfield Family 
Elijah Lopez 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Heidi Mahler 
Ed Martin 
Jim Matthews 
The McClanahan Family 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Ryan Miller 
Lucille Moe 
Michi & Ramiro Moncada 
Josh Moore 
Evelyn Mountain 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
The Nichols Family 

Sam Norton 
John & Connie Oakley 
Louise Oliver 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Jecelya Petersen 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Bill Reed 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Brent Robertson 
Connie Robinson 
Connie Rowton 
Sawyer 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
The Simmons Family 
Tara Soppe 

Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Linda Stegmiller 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Dave Sypolt 
 Arlyne Thomas 
Aaron Thorson 
Cindi & June Thorson 
Carole Thurston 
Felicia Torrez 
Jim Underwood 
Jessica Valentine 
Mary Ward 
Bob & Dolores Wascher 
Kim Watts 
Jody Wilbur 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

The memorial service for  
DOUG AUTEN 

will be Friday, May 6 at 1 p.m. 
in First Lutheran’s Sanctuary. 
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Our group has just received a Thrivent Action Team grant to purchase yarn for 
the baby blankets we will work on in the coming months for Operation Home-
front’s yearly shower for military families. We have just completed 39 blankets 
which will be delivered for the May shower. (The Quilting Ministry added two 
quilts to our delivery as well.) This grant will cover the cost of perhaps half of 
the yarn which we will devote to this project in the coming months. 
 

The following items were completed in 2021: 17 shawls, 7 lap robes, 9 afghans, 19 
hats, 59 scarves, and 39 baby blankets. We have continued to donate these items and others brought in 
by other church members to Catholic Charities, The Garden Skilled Nursing and Rehab Center, West 
Side Cares, John Zay House at Penrose Hospital, Family Promise, Operation Homefront and, of 
course, friends and members of First Lutheran.  
 

We are very appreciative of gifts of yarn which First Lutheran members continue to bring in for our 
use. Especially welcome is yarn which is soft and does not contain wool. Wool sometimes triggers al-
lergies, or the recipient isn’t able to give extra care to woolen items. If there is a percentage of wool 
content, we are careful to label it and provide care instructions. 
 

We are looking for more members who would like to knit and/or crochet. We are happy to teach you. 
Our regular gathering time is from 10 to 11:30 a.m.  on the second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month. We realize that some members might like to take part in our ministry but are unable to visit 
with us at our Saturday morning meetings.  
 

If anyone would like to work on items at home and 
just bring them in, we have some measurements that 
might help you get started:  
Rectangular shawls should be at least 20” wide and 55” 
long. Put it around your shoulders and see how it 
feels. Do the same with one which is triangular. Lap 
robes would start at 36” by 45” and afghans are larger. 
We have a request from Operation Homefront that 
baby blankets be at least 37” squares because some go 
to toddlers as well as newborns. An even larger square 
or rectangular baby blanket is fine as well. We can 
furnish you with yarn and ideas for projects. 
 

Please email Cheryl Mahon at cheryl@flccs.net if you would like further information. 

KNIT-CROCHET MINISTRY UPDATE 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net

