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Palm Sunday 

Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!  
      Matthew 21:9 
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Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

JIM RODEEN 
 A  service will be at a later date in  

our Sanctuary. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net. 

April 5 
Karen Clark 
Ruth Hjelmstad 
Tom Keilers 
Bert Loper 
Betty Slaughter 
Tricia Torres 
Steven Wheeler 
Daniel Zaves 
 
April 6 
Lana Benson 
Christina Dinegar 
Guido Rohde 
Zach Schneider 
Stephanie Smith 
Gary Stepien 
Marlene Stott 
 
April 7 
Mark Buchanan 
Michael Coleman 
Ryan Hjelmstad 
Ella Hron 

April 8 
Donna Heckman 
Ken Niles 
Tamra Renzelman 
Kellie Rodrigues 
Linda Stegmiller 
 
April 9 
Gary Markle 
 

April 10 
Griffin Cartwright 
Ellen Haase 
Michael Heiny 
Linda Helmstetler 
Andre Silvola 
 

April 11 
David Fenell 
Jeff Kidder 
Ed Koditek 
Meredith Lawler 
Sandy Martin 

April 7 
Kevin & Mary Bailey - 36 years 
Dick& Suzy Utzke - 58 years 
 
April 9 
Chris & Reina Keenan - 15 years 
 
April 10 
Ursula & David Hosford - 33 years 
 
April 11 
Janice Pavell & Jeffry Muise - 28 years 

LENTEN SELF-DENIAL OFFERINGS  
may be sent directly to the church or given 
online. These offerings will be given to 
Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountain 
STEP program which helps teens in foster 
care to become responsible and independent 
young adults with the support of their foster 
family and LFSRM. 



Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Bill 
B.K. 
Adam & Melinda Boehm 
Jerry Brunet 
Andrea Bullock 
Maureen Collier 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Amy Fodor 
Andy Fodor 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
Steve Gaspard 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Pastor Joshua Hansen 
Jon Haring 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Linda Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
The Kruse Family 
Jim & Stephanie Kummer 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 

Christ M. 
Jay McCoy 
Teresa Meyer 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Don Nelson 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton 
John Ordahl 
Craig Parlet 
Rick & Bev Pilger 
Heather Putzi 
Dot Random 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The David Reid Family 
Ethel Riegel 
Aaron Rindahl 
Louis Rosini 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Martin & Esther Simon 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Verdawna & Jeff 
Christine Welch 
Wayne Wemberly 
Scott Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. SHOPPING TIMES FOR SENIORS 

 
Big Lots: First hour of each day, seniors and 
“those most vulnerable to this virus”. Call for 
times. 
  

Costco:  Tuesday and Thursday from 8 am to 9 
am 
 

Dollar General: First hour – call for times. 
  

King Soopers: 7 am to 8 am, Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday.  
 

Safeway: 7 am to 9 am, Tuesday and Thursday. 
 

Target: Wednesday first hour of shopping. 
But want others to stay away during that 
time so not exclusive. 
 

Trader Joe's:  9 am to 10 am   
 

Walgreens: Tuesdays 8 am to 9 am,  says cus-
tomers 55 years and older will  get special dis-
counts on Tuesdays. 
 

Wal-Mart: Tuesdays  hour-long senior shop-
ping  starting  one hour before stores open[??
call for starting time].  
 

Whole Foods: One hour before opening to the 
general public – does not indicate if the hour 
is the first hour of normal hours. Might in-
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

The LORD said to Moses at Mount Sinai, “Speak 
to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you en-
ter the land I am going to give you, the land it-
self must observe a sabbath to the LORD.  For six 
years sow your fields, and for six years prune 
your vineyards and gather their crops.  But in 
the seventh year the land is to have a year of sab-
bath rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow 
your fields or prune your vineyards.  Do not reap 
what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your 
untended vines. The land is to have a year of 
rest.’ ” Leviticus 25:1-5 
The idea of a fallow year, or year of rest for the 
land is an ancient one for farmers. God com-
mands Israel to give their land a rest every seven 
years. No plowing or planting, no reaping. Just 
let the land do nothing. We know now that this 
is important to keep the land healthy, to allow it 
to recover from being farmed so it can nourish 
plants for generations to come.  
We are in a fallow time now. The difference is 
we didn’t choose this; we have to stay home and 
do little for the sake of our neighbor. But most of 
us are at home now running out of things to do. 
I wonder if God could redeem this slower time 
for us. Could this turn into a time of rest and 
renewal? I’m spending a lot more time with my 
kids now and feeling the bonds of our relation-
ships strengthened. I’m really glad I like my 
wife; our relationship is strengthened as we 
pitch in together to meet these challenging 
times. We actually get to worship together, as a 
family. My son started making Bible scenes on 
his Minecraft game. My girls are playing with 

Sam more than ever. Both my wife and I are 
exercising more.  We’re eating more too, but 
that’s beside the point. Maybe God is redeeming 
this fallow time.  
I’ve been interested to see that pollution is way 
down across the globe. The waters in Italy are 
clear again. Animals are coming out of hiding. 
Maybe God can teach us about what our planet 
can be like, again.  
Please don’t misunderstand me. This virus is 
real, and it’s scary. Some of us in essential ser-
vices, like healthcare, are working harder now 
than ever to fight against it. And some of us 
have gotten sick and others have died. This is a 
terrible time in our world. We are all affected 
differently. 
God is here with us. God is with the nurses and 
doctors on the front lines. God is with those 
who are doing their part by staying home. God 
isn’t just with us; He is working through us and 
on us. For those of us who find these days to be 
quiet and still, God may just be doing the work 
of renewal deep in your soul. What is God re-
minding you of? How is God giving you new 
life? Pay attention and embrace God’s work, 
even when it’s invisible.  
               -Pastor Travis 
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THURSDAY EVENING LENTEN  
BIBLE STUDY 
with Michaela Eskew 
 

The Thursday Evening Bible Study is also mov-
ing online this month. We will continue our 
exploration of Hebrews for at least the next two 
weeks (March 19th and 26th) on the free web-
site meeting platform Zoom. Here are the de-
tails to join this Thursday night from 6:30-
7:30pm. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/807398900 
 

Meeting ID: 807 398 900 
 

If you are unable to join us virtually this month 
but would still like to participate in the study, 
please email Michaela Eskew 
(michaela@flccs.net) to receive the week's re-
flection questions. Here are the dates and 
scriptures for the Bible Study moving forward, 
we hope you can join us! 
 
April 2                Hebrews 9:1-10:18           

      Christ’s Sacrifice and our Salvation 
April 9          Maundy Thursday: No Bible Study 
April 16         Hebrews 10:19-12:29   
      The Use of Jewish Scriptures for  
      Examples of Faith 
April 23         Hebrews 13:1-25           
      Perseverance and Practical  
      Exhortations 

LENTEN FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 
 

In this time of distance and ample time with our 
families, First Lutheran would like to offer you a 
Lenten Devotional that is specifically adapted 
for families with grade-school children (though 
believers of all ages are welcome to explore their 
faith in a new creative way through this re-
source). As you seek to fill your time with arts 
and crafts, home schooling and screen time, we 
hope you can also add in some faith formation. 
The Lenten Devotional was written to carry you 
week-by-week through the Lenten season with 
special devotions for Holy Week, but please 
adapt it to your own family's needs. The devo-
tional is thematic rather than tied to the lection-
ary readings each Sunday, so if there is a partic-
ular story that interests you, go there first! This 
devotional was never intended to be overwhelm-
ing, but rather expansive to allow for free choice 
and flexibility. We pray your family finds a 
meaningful Lenten journey within these pages 
and we look forward to the day when we can 
once again return to worship and learn  
together.   
           Blessings, Michaela Eskew  

https://zoom.us/j/807398900
mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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PLEASE SEND IN YOUR OFFERINGS 
 

Suspending worship might threaten the financial well-being of the congregation. We 
still have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. We want to continue to support those 
agencies that help those hardest hit during times like this. Please continue to support 
this ministry with your offerings.  

When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll notice a larger white envelope. That is a postage paid en-
velope you can use to mail in your offering. We also have the ability to receive offerings online at 
www.flccs.net. Just click on the “GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and follow those instructions. 
You can even set it up to draft automatically each month, which would really help the church during 
this time. Thank you for your faithfulness! 

CARING CONNECTIONS 
 

We are a community that despite our physical separation from one another are creating caring relation-
ships just by checking in on one another.  We asked for folks that would be willing to reach out and 
check on members, and it has been a real joy to watch new relationships being formed.  Once caregivers 
connect with somebody we’ve asked them to report back to us on the interaction.  I would like to share 
those with you in the weeks to come. Here is the first one I want to share: 
 

“It's just so amazing how God works. My wife Celia and I signed up to reach out to others during this 
time of need along with so many others.  There is a list of people you sent out to all of us and the assign-
ments we were given.  All I can say is that even though it appears random, it just seems so certain, 
somehow, that one of our members to connect with is someone from my past of 50 - 55 years ago. 
 I knew Roberta Robertson when her husband Lionel was superintendent of schools out in Simla, Colo-
rado.  They were out there from about 1965 - 1968.  Their daughter Debbie and I went to school together 
5th - 8th grade.  After that time the family moved to Colorado Springs.   
When I reached out to her, she and I talked for almost an hour.  I informed her of everything you had 
asked us to do in the letter, and the conversation between us was fulfilling to both of us.  She is doing 
well and does not need anything at this time.  She said it is hard to come to services because she uses a 
walker and is very slow now.  She is aware of the online resources but says she is not the greatest on the 
computer.  Reconnecting with her and our experiences of 50 years ago was such a joy.  It's amazing all 
the treasures one might discover when doing God's work. 
 Thank you for the opportunity to call out and to discover the benefits and fulfillment of reaching out to 
others. 
 Dan” 
 
Again, if you would be interested in connecting with our members, just making a phone call and keep-
ing in touch please reach out to Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net. 

http://www.flccs.net
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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Middle school is 4:00 pm every  
Sunday  https://zoom.us/j/180569595 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS 

We hope you are all well and finding success in navigating our “new normal”.  It can be so fun to have 
extra family time, and it can also be a challenge to fill that time.  Regarding their Christian education 
we want to provide consistency and structure for the kids while we all stay home.   We also want to 
continue with the lesson plan that is mapped out for the rest of the school year.   To do this we are ask-
ing all of you to get your kids to online Sunday school!  Simply click on the Zoom link provided for 
each grade at the appointed time.  Then click on the link to open the meeting and follow the 
prompts.  Please plan to attend the class for the first few minutes.  You will need to help your kids with 
meeting etiquette, the mute button, etc.  As you will see, every time there is noise on your end the vid-
eo feed is on you.  We recommend using a device with a large screen – we want the kids to see  
faces!  The meeting information for Kindergarten – 5th grade is as follows:  

K/1 Tuesday, 7-7:30 pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/673429984 
Meeting ID: 673 429 984 
 
2nd grade, Sunday, 10-10:30 am: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/779314033 
 Meeting ID: 779 314 033 
 
3rd grade, Wednesday, 7-7:30pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/726401318 
Meeting ID: 726 401 318 

 4th grade, Sunday, 7 - 7:40 pm:  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/488852972 
Meeting ID: 488 852 972 
 

5th grade, Thursday, 2-2:30 pm: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/366844514 
Meeting ID: 366 844 514 
  
These  classes will be hosted by your child’s Sunday school 
teachers, Pastor Travis, Pastor Carrie and Shelly.  We are 
hoping kids will stay connected to each other, their teachers 
and First Lutheran.  

High school is 5:00 pm every  
Sunday  https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/673429984
https://zoom.us/j/779314033
https://zoom.us/j/726401318
https://zoom.us/j/488852972
https://zoom.us/j/366844514
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
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PRAYER PERSPECTIVES 
INTERCESSION 
 
One of the things that I’ve been doing since we are no longer 
in the office and working from home is trying to figure out 
ways to keep folks connected. We are loaded with technology 
these days that keeps many of us in face to face conversation 
and allows for meeting one another online and in the cloud. 
But I’ve also been thinking of the ways that we can stay con-
nected without technology, ways to stay grounded in caring 
for one another and engaging with the presence of God who 
is surely with us. 
I want to share with you a different resource for prayer practices and some ways to engage in them. I 
have also shared the hope that at 6:18 each evening you would take a moment, either as a family 
around the dinner table, or wherever you happen to be and offer a prayer. The 6:18 comes from Ephe-
sians 6:18 which says: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” It’s my hope that 
during this time (and always) we can pray for one another, keeping us connected as the body of 
Christ, knowing that as you are praying for someone, another is praying for you. 
This week I want to share with you Intercession. This is the kind of prayer that leads us to pray for oth-
ers. So I invite you to spend some time thinking about, remembering, and praying for the people who 
benefit from the gifts and strengths that you offer. You might make a list of those closest to you and 
see what other names and faces come to mind. You may find yourself surprised. In some cases you 
will have a strong sense of what to pray for others, in other cases their situations might be far beyond 
your reach of knowing. In either case pray for them, and when you don’t have the words, simply 
know that God does. That God understands far beyond our own understanding and he intercedes for 
us when the words simply don’t come. 
I want to commend to you one of my favorite new prayer books. It is simply titled Prayer - Forty Days 
of Practice, and it’s by Justin McRoberts and Scott Erickson, I ordered mine on Amazon. It includes a 
short prayer and a sketch to go with it and outlines some prayer practices too. The prayer from this 
book that I am praying on in these days is this: “May I find freedom in limitation—to fully give myself to 
what I can do rather than worry about what I cannot.” 
Thanks for walking with us as community in this time of separation. I continue to pray for each of 
you and hope that you are well. Many blessings friends, many blessings. 
                                        -Pastor Carrie 
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PRAYER PERSPECTIVES 
FASTING 
 

 
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,  

and abounding in steadfast love and relents from punishing. 
-Joel 2: 11-12 

 

One of the Lenten disciplines that is always encouraged is fasting.  During this particular Lent we 
are most certainly fasting in ways that we had never intended.  We find ourselves fasting from face-
to-face interactions, from going about some of our daily routines, perhaps from picking up our reg-
ular items from the store and from experiencing Holy Communion together.  None of this comes to 
us as an intentional fast to make room for prayer but, all of it allowing for time to reflect in prayer on 
so many different things.  This forced fast has been pretty eye opening, allowing time to think about 
the things that we can’t currently have access to, or that no longer seem like a big deal, and it makes 
me wonder what things that we are currently fasting from that may not return. 
 
When we talk about fasting as a prayer discipline we speak of filling the space of something we con-
sume with time for prayer and reflection.  This is a time of prayer and reflection can be spent giving 
thanks for what we have been blessed with and praying for those who lack the same.  We might find 
that when we give up a comfort in our lives it readies our hearts for more urgent sacrifices that 
might be called upon us from time to time.  Today it seems we are living in a vulnerable state of fast-
ing.  I know that it is one that creates anxiety and a sense of helplessness in not knowing how to 
help.  I urge you to take this time of fasting and create space to pray, to reflect on the blessings that 
abound in our lives and trust that God is faithful. 
 
Lastly, this week I’ve started reading (literally, just started) a book titled Common Prayer: A Liturgy for 
Ordinary Radicals by Shane Claiborne, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, and Enuma Okoro.  It speaks to 
the ways that common prayer helps today’s diverse church pray together across traditions and de-
nominations.  It seems most appropriate to me now in light of our current pandemic situation.  Ear-
ly in the book, page 19 on my Kindle to be exact, they have this to say about prayer: “We never pray 
along, even when praying by ourselves.”  I take great comfort in that during this time and I hope you 
do too.  Remember that we continue to hold you in prayer and long for the day that we gather to pray 
together. 
                                         -Pastor Carrie 
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GROWING OLD GRACEFULLY 
LIFE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS - WHAT I DO TO KEEP MY SANITY 

 
I recently wrote a general article, Keeping Your Sanity, during the Coronavirus pandemic for the 
Ekklesia.  I am writing this article for the 70 + folks, especially for those who are living alone.    
 
• First, do the obvious things, wash your hands often especially when you leave your house and 

come home. Leave the house for essentials only: groceries, medical and health reasons, and to 
walk. Keep your social distance.  Keep enough space between you and the next person as though 
you had the virus, or they had the virus. Sneeze into your elbow. 

 

• Have a daily routine. Keep active while you practice self-isolation.  Don’t stay in your pajamas, 
get dressed, and practice personal hygiene every day. If you don’,t you will start to regress. You 
might find yourself staying in bed till noon and sitting all day in front of the TV. Soon you will 
be taking fewer showers and not taking care of your personal grooming.  Good practice is alter-
nating your day by switching back and forth between mental activities, physical activities and 
down time. Make sure you get outside for some fresh air. 

 

• Keep in contact with others. Staying in the house all day and not talking to anyone very quickly 
leads to depression and anxiety. Talk to the minimum of one person a day by phone when possi-
ble. If you live in an apartment complex, it is tempting to invite people in for coffee and conver-
sation; please don’t do it. You don’t know with whom that person has had contact. 

 

• Exercise.  Get out of the house and walk in an area that you can maintain, at the minimum, 6 
feet distance.  If the area feels too crowded, find another place to walk. For information about 
senior exercising go to Medline Plus.  

 

• Exercise your brain.  Sitting in front of the TV is not mental exercise. Do something that gets 
you to think. Learn your ethnic language. It is free on Dulingo.com. Get books and magazines 
online from the library. You can get book at Libby and magazines at rbdigital.  Both apps can be 
downloaded from the Playstore or Amazon App store. You will need a library card. 

 
I plan to start the Aging in Grace session on Zoom starting Thursday April 9th from 10 -11 am. Zoom 
is very easy to use. You download the app and follow the instructions for a Zoom account. You can 
get detailed instructions by typing “What is Zoom and how do I use it?” into your computer, phone 
or tablet. More details are on p. 15 of the Ekklesia.   

                                     -Pastor Hank Maertens 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 

Minute Book - March 28, 1925.  The regular 
meeting of the Light Brigade was held at the 
church. Several songs were sung.  Eulala had a 
story, “Inquests of Learning.”  We went outside 
and had an Easter egg hunt.  After the hunt sev-
eral games were played.  After the games we 
went into the church and ice cream cones were 
served.  After an enjoyable time the program 
was adjourned. [The Light Brigade seems to 
have been a short-lived (1924-1926) youth group.] 

PLEASE PRAY FOR MISSION  
PERSONNEL, COMPANIONS AND 
OUR WORLD AMID COVID-19 
 
An important announcement: In light of the 
recent travel restrictions put in place by vari-
ous national governments around the world 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the ELCA 
has requested that all U.S.-based mission 
personnel return immediately to the United 
States. This includes our Young Adults in 
Global Mission volunteers. 
 
Please pray for personnel and their families, 
for our global companion churches as they 
face this pandemic in their countries, and 
for our world.  
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Lent 5 
John 11: 1-45 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, grace, peace and 
mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and  
Savior. Amen. 
 

So much of this story is a marvel to me.  Mary and 
Martha have come to believe that Jesus is the Lord 
and are certain that if Jesus had come sooner Laz-
arus would not be dead. Jesus would be weeping 
with them, feeling their sadness.  And when Jesus 
does arrive?  They bring him to the tomb and Laz-
arus comes to life again. Jesus does another mira-
cle, another sign that says he is the Messiah.  And 
finally he invites the community into this act of 
bringing life to Lazarus when he turns and issues 
a command to the waiting crowd as well, “Unbind 
him and let him go.” The community is command-
ed to participate in God’s action, to bring it to its 
desired end and outcome, to join in completing 
God’s redemptive act. 
 
I can’t help but think of how we are that commu-
nity today.  We are not gathered together at the 
tomb, but banding together as a community in 
our own spaces, hunkered down, doing our best to 
find redemption in the hope of tomorrow by do-
ing things today that are essential, meaningful 
and important.  Our call is still to care for one an-
other, to connect with one another and to be com-
munity in ways that protect, provide, and serve 
trusting in God’s grace to do each of those.  
 

I wonder if the folks that had gathered at Lazarus’ 
tomb had any idea that they would be called to 
participate in God’s action towards redemption 

that day?  How many were just there because they 
thought this guy was a fraud, or to see what was 
going to be a train wreck?  Who was there just to 
support Mary and Martha, not sure what they 
would find in the tomb but assuming from the 
stench, it would only be bad? Who was there be-
cause they wanted more evidence that this man 
who was performing miracles needed to be dealt 
with because he was threatening everything they 
knew about the rule of society?   
 

Isn’t that astounding when you think about it that 
the community of faith gathered around Lazarus 
is invited to participate in God’s redemptive work? 
Yes, the raising of Lazarus from death to new life 
is entirely Jesus’ work, and yet Jesus invites the 
community to participate; that is, to do some-
thing, something that makes a difference and is 
literally, life-giving. 
 

Lazarus is just a preview of the hope we have in 
the Resurrection to come.  In these days, when I 
sit in my new home office, looking out my front 
window, I find myself depending on hope of the 
good news in new life and resurrection.  Trees are 
indeed getting buds on them, the robins are fully 
here for spring and nested in the trees, bunnies 
are skirting around everywhere, and neighbors are 
out walking and enjoying the warmth of the sun-
shine.  It all holds promise that our days go on in 
hope, even when we sometimes pause to weep and 
let Jesus weep with us.  Those tears of Mary and 
Martha saying, “Lord, if you had been here…”  Yet 
still being able to know, to believe and to proclaim 
in the midst of fear and sadness that “Even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him” (John 11:21-22).  They lead their community, 
in a time of sadness, grief, and despair to believe 
in the redemptive work of God and invite us into 
that so we, too, can do things that are essential, 
meaningful and lifegiving. 
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God is inviting us to make a difference in this 
world right here, right now. God, in other words, 
is beckoning us to claim Christ’s Resurrection 
power now by participating in and completing 
the fantastic work God is doing even in this time 
of uncertainty and fear.  
 

Even in this time of weeping, we have been able 
to bring life to others in ways that we couldn’t 
before.  We have reached over 1000 people each 
week in our online worship experiences. We have 
reached members that haven’t been able to wor-
ship with us in months or maybe years and they 
feel that they are again with us in worship.  We 
have reached out to members as caregivers, 
checking in on one another just to see how we’re 
doing.  I have had the privilege of facilitating that 
Christian caregiving. We have over 35 members 
of our own congregation reaching out now to 
check on members.  The relationships that are 
being formed and the care both given and re-
ceived has been remarkable.  I get to read high-
lights from these phone calls and they bring me 
happy and grateful tears each day.  Some of the 
things that I’ve read include the following: 
A man reconnected with a woman he knew grow-
ing up 50 years ago in California; the apprecia-
tion to get to know members of the congregation 
they wouldn’t have otherwise; “It’s just so amaz-
ing how God works.” So while we don’t get to 
greet one another on Sunday mornings, new car-
ing connections are being made everyday. 
 
So I invite you to spend a few moments looking at 
the week to come -- both the challenges and op-
portunities and think about where we might 
claim God’s Resurrection promise and power 
now, making a difference in someone’s life and 
community now. It doesn’t have to be huge 
(though it might be). It doesn’t have to take a long 
time (although it might). It doesn’t have to be 

spectacular (though, who knows, maybe it will be).  
Let’s explore ways to share generosity and grati-
tude with one another, ways that we can be church 
together. Let’s listen for Jesus calling us by name 
to make a difference to those around us. 
 
I read this week (from Rev. David Lose) that Res-
urrection is the experience of a conversation with 
Jesus that then transforms you from a woman re-
jected to a witness of God’s love; that Resurrection 
is the experience of Jesus putting mud on your 
eyes so that you might see you are a sheep of Jesus’ 
fold; and that Resurrection is the experience of 
hearing your name being called to come out from 
the darkness of your tomb and lean against Jesus 
and the community he calls us to be.  Then maybe 
Resurrection moments might happen a little more 
frequently. 
 
In the world in which we are surviving today, one 
where the sermon is coming to you from my lunch 
room, our kids are at home 24/7, and we are 
fighting the clock on a virus that has no known 
cure, remember that our hope lies in the promise 
of the Resurrection which comes to us through 
Jesus Christ who weeps with us, who celebrates 
with us, and who promises to always be with us 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  
Thanks be to God and Amen. 
                -Pastor Carrie 
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group: 

HELP US CREATE ONLINE WORSHIP 
 
Each week we’ll be creating a video for online 
worship and send it out on Sunday mornings. 
We need your help. Send us your “And Also With 
You” response for the sharing of the peace. Hold 
your phone horizontally and take the video and 
then email it to theresa@flccs.net. Each week 
we’ll include some of those videos in our wor-
ship experience. We’d also love to see how you 
are worshipping; send us a picture of your fami-
ly gathering for worship each week.  
Remember you can always find our videos at 
www.flccs.net. They are also on YouTube; just 
search for First Lutheran Colorado Springs. 
There are some great videos from the past as 
well as our audio sermons there to catch up on, 
too.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

We’ll be monitoring our finances closely during 
this time of pandemic. Of course, our hope is to 
preserve the jobs of our full staff both for their 
sake and for our ministry. Council will meet to 
look at options for persevering during this diffi-
cult time. If you are able, please send in your 
contributions via mail or digitally. 
 

Year to date Budget through March 31:      
                 $497,053.00 
Year to date Offerings through March 20:    
                 $477,416.95 
Amount behind for the year:   $ 19,636.05 

ONLINE WORSHIP TOGETHER! 
 

We discovered a new way to worship together 
using Facebook Premier. Each Sunday we will 
start the online worship video at 9:00 am on 
Facebook. This way we can enjoy it at the same 
time and the pastors can be in the chatroom 
with you to check in and share reflections. The 
video will also continue to be emailed to you at 
7:00 am on Sundays for you to use at your con-
venience and also posted on the church web-
site. But if you’re a Facebook user and want to 
join us at 9:00 am, you’re invited! 

• We will not be baking turkeys for the 
Soup Kitchen at this time due to the vi-
rus.  Marcia will keep you informed when 
we will start up again! 

 

• Due the Coronavirus First Lutheran 
Church will not be making Easter Baskets 
for the Department of Human Services 
this year.  We thank you for all of your 
donations that we will keep on hand for 
next year. 

• We will not be holding services for the  
  Garden of Gods Nursing Home until  
  August due to the Coronavirus.  
• The theatre group outing for May has 

been cancelled. 

CANCELLED EVENTS 

mailto:theresa@flccs.net?subject=videos
http://www.flccs.net
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A PLACE TO TALK 
 

Dr. David Fenell, Jan Anderson, N.P and Pastor 
Hank Maertens are inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting. 
 

Time: Apr 9, 2020 10:00 AM Mountain Time (US 
and Canada) 
        Every week on Thursday 
        Apr 9, 2020, 10 am 
        Apr 16, 2020, 10 am 
        Apr 23, 2020, 10 am 
        Apr 30, 2020, 10 am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/209040388 
 

Meeting ID: 209 040 388 

WHAT IS ZOOM AND HOW DO 
YOU USE IT? 
 

Zoom is a computer program that allows you 
to have video conversations with multiple 
people at once. First Lutheran purchased an 
account when the pandemic hit so we could 
continue to host the Adult Seminar, Bible 
studies, Staff and Council meetings. It’s such 
a helpful tool that we are expanding now to 
include the Growing Old Gracefully meet-
ings, Children’s Sunday School and Youth 
Group.  
Zoom can be used on computers, iPads and 
cell phones. It’s most helpful to use a device 
that has a camera, but it’s not necessary. 
Zoom gives you a phone number to call, so 
you can join via audio if you don’t have a 
computer with a camera.  
You’ll notice in the communications you re-
ceive from the church there are now Zoom 
invitations. You can go to zoom.com and 
click on ‘Join a Meeting’ and type in the meet-
ing number. Or you can just click on the link 
from your device and be taken to the meeting 
right away. Enter your name so that everyone 
knows you are there.  
Once you’ve joined a meeting, you’ll be given 
options. If you can, choose join with comput-
er audio and video; that way people can see 
and hear you. You can also join without either 
and just listen in, if that’s your preference. 
There’s also a chat feature, where you can 
type in comments and questions.  
I know not everyone is comfortable with this 
kind of technology, but if you have a comput-
er or smart phone, I encourage you to try it 
out. It’s so important for us to be as connect-
ed as we can during this time of separation, 
and this is one great tool to help us do that. 

College-Student Zoom  
Connection 
 

Attention college-age students! We miss you 
and want to provide a space for us to chat! The 
world is drastically different than it was a 
month ago. We have had to adapt to new ways 
of connecting and learning that many of us 
never would have chosen. As college students 
it may feel even more overwhelming if you are 
far away from home and now separated from 
your peers and classmates, not to mention the 
new challenge of online classes. We want you 
to know that we haven't forgotten you and we 
want to encourage you in this new (but hope-
fully, temporary) way of living.  
 

If you feel comfortable, we would love to have 
your names and emails so we can keep in 
touch. If a lot of you are interested, we could 
even have a group Zoom hangout. Email 
Michaela Eskew, our Minister of Faith For-
mation, at michaela@flccs.net to be included 
in our new college email chain.  

mailto:michaela@flccs.net


16  

 

 


