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FROM THE PASTOR 

Some members of the staff and I are taking a two-year long continuing education class through the 
Rocky Mountain Synod called Excellence in Leadership. We meet a couple of Mondays each month 
for three hours to learn various theories and practices around emotional intelligence and leadership. 
We also are introduced to spiritual practices to guide our leadership.   

This past week we were introduced to contemplative practices like meditation and centering prayer. 
I’ve experienced both before but have never taken up regular practice of them. However, whenever I 
am “forced” to do them because of a church event where I am, I always find the practice helpful and 
refreshing even if it’s not something that comes naturally to me.   

To practice centering prayer, find a comfortable position where your body is well supported. Choose 
a word to repeat and dwell upon. Practice good breathing, in for four counts, hold for four counts, 
out for four counts, hold for four counts. Let the word you’ve chosen fill your mind, and when you 
become distracted from it just gently return to it. Pay attention to what God would say to you 
through that word. Pay attention to images that come to mind. Try to do it for 20 minutes, although 
you may need to work up to that time.   

I chose the word “abide” for my centering prayer. All sorts of images flooded my mind, but there was 
one image that has stayed with me. It was the image of a monarch butterfly holding onto to a flower 
while the wind buffeted its wings. I processed the image with my spiritual director the next day and 
discovered all sorts of helpful meaning about my own relationship with God and the security He of-
fers.   

I encourage you to try this and have a curious and playful spirit with it. Find someone to process it 
with, too, and share what you saw, or what you didn’t see. I think there is learning and growth from 
these kinds of practices even if they don’t go as expected.  

Prayer is one of the disciplines of Lent and the good news is that there are infinite ways to pray. 
Which one works best for you?  

-Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

MARCH 5, 2023 
JOHN 3:1-17  
JESUS & NICODEMUS 

A few months ago, Macy, our intern, got a flat tire. She was driving the Rainbow Trail camp car and slid on the 
snow into the curb- busting up a tire. We usually meet for an hour on Wednesday, and we decided to use that 
time to change her tire. It’s something I’ve done before, so I thought I could be helpful. But when we got to her 
car it took us five minutes just to find the tire; it was hanging in some contraption hugging the undercarriage. 
Even though I was in my work clothes, I shimmied under the car to try and figure out how to get the tire out. 
There was a screw, so I started to undo it, sure that at any moment this tire is going to come crashing down on 
my head. Little did we know that one of the neighbors, a mechanic of many years, was watching us with great 
delight from her living room window. Macy and I are smart people; we have undergraduate and graduate de-
grees, and we thought surely we could figure this out. And then it occurred to us to look in the manual, which 
said the tire must be born from above. Ok, not in those words, but it told us to use a tool in a carpet cutout in the 
trunk and somehow, we could lower the tire through the trunk. We obeyed. One of us put eyes on the tire to see if 
anything was happening and sure enough, the little tire cage was being lowered to the ground. It felt like a mira-
cle!   Nothing about that experience was intuitive. I felt like a fool coming to help and realizing I had no idea 
what I was doing. All my experience changing tires in the past  
didn’t help me but actually got in my way.  
 
The incident reminds me of this conversation that Jesus had with Nicodemus, as does the phrase, “You must be 
born from above like a tire lowered through the trunk of a car”. What Jesus is saying is not intuitive. Nicodemus 
is a smart guy with as many degrees as a man could have in that day. He has climbed the ranks of his profes-
sion and is now one of the Pharisees, an expert in the Bible and an enforcer of its teachings. But he has seen 
something in Jesus that he can’t quite figure out. Jesus is a man who does incredible miracles but doesn’t fit the 
mold of his fellow Pharisees. Nicodemus concludes that Jesus must be from God even if he’s unsure how or why. 
He comes to Jesus at night and there’s a lot of symbolism in that decision. Both in terms of his hesitancy to be 
seen with Jesus in public, but also in terms of his own spiritual journey from darkness to light. Nicodemus is 
sympathetic to Jesus, but there seems to be a battle going on within himself. And it is Nicodemus’ knowledge and 
expertise that is getting in the way of putting faith in Jesus. He can’t quite figure it out how Jesus can be from 
God yet teach things that are so out of sync with what everyone else teaches.  
 

Jesus first response is telling; he says to this really smart guy, this really faith-filled guy, “No one can 
see the Kingdom of God without being born from above”. This is where I imagine Nicodemus looking 
like me under the car scratching my head, trying to figure out how that’s supposed to work. Born from 
above? Some translations have it as “Born Again” and in modern times some Christians have latched 
onto that phrase. But the whole concept blows Nicodemus’ mind. How can one be born again; how can  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

one re-enter their mother’s womb to be born a sec-
ond time? What Jesus is saying just doesn’t make 
sense, and all of Nicodemus’s learning isn’t helping 
him. Jesus keeps going, trying to teach this teacher 
what it is that Jesus is about. And the basic concept is 
this, Jesus has indeed come from God, Nicodemus is 
right about that. But Jesus is the only one who has 
come from God and so He is the only one who can 
show the world God’s kingdom and what life with 
God ought to be like. Everyone else has been born of 
the flesh or born of water. And so, they are by nature 
of that birth separated from God. Or as Jesus puts it, 
condemned already. It’s what we mean when we talk 
about Original sin. We are born outside of the Gar-
den of Eden, outside of God’s intention for eternal 
relationship with us. We are born into a broken 
world, and we need saving, right away. It’s one of the 
reasons, in addition to adults, we baptize in-
fants who seem so innocent and perfect. We baptize 
them because we recognize that they too have been 
born in harm’s way and stand in need of salvation 
like the rest of us. Birth order mattered quite a bit in 
Nicodemus’ day, and it wasn’t something you could 
change. Who you were born to and when you were 
born in relation to your siblings set your life on a 
course that couldn’t be altered. We’ve talked about 
the importance of honor and shame and that comes 
into play here, too. If you were born to parents who 
were of low honor or endured some shame that 
shame became yours, too. Jesus is saying that all of 
us bear the shame of humanity by virtue of our birth 
and the only way out of that is to be born again, to be 
born from above. We need to be redeemed from our 
shame; we need to have our honor restored. Jesus 
says that is why he has come, that God so loved the 
world that he gave his only son so that everyone who 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 

 The way to be born from above, to have your honor 
restored, to see the Kingdom of heaven, is to believe 
in Jesus. That’s where knowledge comes from. Jesus 
is the manual. Believe in the one who comes from the 
Father and is going back to the Father and will bring 
you with him. To help Nicodemus understand,  
Jesus uses a story from the Bible. It’s a story from the 
book of Numbers when the people of Israel had 
sinned against God.  They were ungrateful for his 
salvation and provision. The consequence of their 
sin were poisonous snakes that came among 
them biting and killing them. God told Moses to fash-
ion a bronze snake on a pole and to  instruct people 
to look at it, and they would live. It’s a strange story 
but Jesus tells Nicodemus that what he is doing is 
something similar. He has come from above and all 
of us are dying from our sin. We’ve all been bitten by 
sin and are in danger of perishing. Jesus will be the 
one lifted up on a cross. He will suffer himself to save 
us and all it takes from us is to put faith in him, to 
believe he is who he says. This is what it means to be 
born from above, to be born again. It means simply to 
trust in Jesus for salvation, to believe that God loves 
this world, to believe that he has sent a savior.  
 

We know a little bit about how Nicodemus responded 
to this message. He didn’t convert that night as far as 
we know. You know some of us have dramatic con-
versions in our life where we can draw the line from 
before we believed to when we believed. Some of us 
grew up as Christians, baptized as babies and our 
faith just kind of grew with us so that it wasn’t so 
dramatic, just a constant with some new insight and 
commitments made along the way. And others of us 
come to faith slowly as adults, systematically looking 
into the claims of the Christian faith and finding our-
selves closer and closer to faith as we learn and expe-
rience more. I think that’s what happened with Nico-
demus. He came to Jesus at night and this conversa-
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tion stuck with him and changed him. We hear from 
him again a few chapters later when the Pharisees 
are upset that the temple police didn’t arrest Jesus 
when they had the chance. Nicodemus stood up to 
his peers at great risk to his own reputation and 
standing as one of them and argued that they 
shouldn’t condemn a man without first hearing him 
out. It’s not a full-throated defense of Jesus, 
but it shows some movement in Nicodemus that he 
is at least sympathetic to Jesus. And then we see his 
faith has fully matured after Jesus has died. Nicode-
mus comes with Joseph of Arimathea to take Jesus’ 
body, wash it, wrap it with perfume and prepare it 
for burial in the garden tomb. I find that act the 
most touching, it seems to me to be an act of love 
and devotion. I can’t help but wonder if Nicodemus’ 
questions had been answered by Jesus’ death. As he 
held Jesus’ body, did he recite the words he had 
heard? “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only son.” Is he finally moved beyond trying to figure 
it all out and now understands in Jesus’ actions what 
couldn’t be explained by words alone?  
  
I’m not an anti-intellectual at all; in fact, I think 
Christians would do well to become better students 
of our faith. But intellectual inquiry can only take 
you so far when you’re dealing with God. Meister 
Eckhart said it well, “If I had a God whom I could 
understand, I should never consider him God.” 
That’s why it wasn’t enough for Jesus to just tell Nic-
odemus about himself, Jesus came to demonstrate to 
us in a way we could all believe God’s love for this 
world. An innocent man dies at the hands of corrupt 
religion and government and forgives those who kill 
him. He does all of this out of love for you and me. 
This is something we can grasp with our hearts, with 
our faith, with our devotion. This is something that 
will change our lives. Nicodemus came to Jesus at 

night to ask some questions. He grew in faith and 
defended Jesus to his peers. But at the end he held 
Jesus’ body and lovingly prepared it for the tomb.  
 
And I wonder where you are in this journey? Ask your 
questions, take a stand for Jesus, and devote yourself 
to Him in love. We are all on a faith journey from 
darkness to light, from questions to convictions. If 
you’re in the questioning phase, look to this story and 
see that Jesus takes questions.  
He was willing to sit with Nicodemus and explain 
what he was doing and why. To try to show how his 
actions revealed a God of love. The next step is to take 
a stand for Jesus, to publicly commit to him to live 
your life in defense of Jesus. That’s a big step, but let 
me ask you if there is an area of your life where it’s 
time to step up and live out your faith? To move be-
yond just a head knowledge and take concrete action 
to follow the Lord. And the final step is to love Jesus 
with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength. That is 
what Lent is about, isn’t it? To rehearse again the 
story we all know, to tell again the way Jesus shows 
his love for us that we might feel love for him in our 
hearts. We Christians love Jesus and are falling deep-
er and deeper in love with him as we hear his story 
over and over again. We hold his death in our 
lives cherishing what he has done for us and pro-
claiming him to any who would listen. God loves this 
world, if you are unsure of that fact look to the cross 
and see his son dying to share God’s love.  
 

Amen. 
 
-Pastor Travis 
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C.R.E.W. TRAINING FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL JUNIORS AND SENIORS 
Sunday, March 12 from 12:30 – 2 p.m. 
Youth Center 
 

We will meet in Youth Center after the High 
School Trip Information Meeting is over. This 
is training to be one of our small group leaders 
at Confirmation Camp this summer. Only high 
school juniors and seniors are invited to this 
special leadership opportunity. This is the new 
date for the cancelled meeting in January. 

BELONG YOUTH COLLECTIVE:  
AN ECUMENICAL YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday, March 19 from 6 – 8 p.m., Peel House 
 

Be You and Belong. A new affirming, inclusive 
community of youth groups in Colorado 
Springs and surrounding areas. Youth in 
grades 6 to 12, of all backgrounds, are invited to 
join this welcoming and loving community for 
times of connection, inspiration, and worship. 
Feel free to bring a friend! 
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***We are in a brand new year – 2023 – and that means we need new Youth Permission 
Forms filled out. Please follow this link to fill out a new form:  
https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/form/073c89dc-646d-4974-97e8-521fab42988e  

Sign up here to have the Children’s and Youth Newsletter emailed to you.  
    https://mailchi.mp/flccs/childrens-youth-newsletter 

WHAT ARE THE YOUTH TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK? 
 
This Sunday, there will be Sunday School in the Youth Center for grades 6 - 8 at 9:30 a.m. They will be 
exploring Psalm 95 and the vastness of God’s power and majesty. Our high schoolers will have youth 
group at 11 a.m. in the Youth Center; we will be discussing “What if Lucifer never rebelled?”. On 
Wednesday, March 8, middle schoolers will be discussing, “Is believing in Jesus really the only way to 
get to heaven?” and the Confirmation students will be discussing doubt and why it is necessary for 
faith growth. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MOVIE NIGHT 
Saturday, March 25 from 5 – 8 p.m. 
Youth Center 
 

Dinner will be provided and the movie will be 
chosen by those in attendance. Come hang out 
and just enjoy some down time in the Youth 
Center. For grades 6 – 8. Friends are always  
welcome! 

SPRING BREAK OPEN YOUTH  
CENTER HOURS 
Monday, March 27 - Friday, March 31 from 1 – 4 
p.m., Wednesday, March 29 from 4 – 7 p.m.  
Youth Center 
 

Michaela will be hosting some one-one-one and 
small group chat times in the Youth Center this 
week for Spring Break. On Wednesday, the 
Youth Center will just be open for hang-out 
time between 4 – 7 p.m. for anyone who is free 
before Wednesday Night LIGHT. Look for a 
sign-up sheet in the Peel House to choose a one-
on-one slot or small group slot for Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday. 

https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/form/073c89dc-646d-4974-97e8-521fab42988e
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BECOME INVOLVED 
EASTER BASKETS FOR EL PASO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
 

First Lutheran plans to prepare 250-300 Easter bas-
kets for disadvantaged children in El Paso County. To 
do this, we need candy, supplies and volunteers! 
 

Candy to Fill Plastic Eggs 
Jellybeans 
Life savers 

 
Individually wrapped 

Easter Candy 
Fruit snacks 
Cookies 
Crackers 

 
Supplies 

Easter baskets or pails (6”-8” diameter) 
Easter grass 
Small books – especially soft bound 
Activity books 
Sticker books 
Coloring books with crayons 
Rubber or foam balls less than 5” diameter 
Easter stickers 
Small toys or games 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING 

Plastic unfilled eggs 
Stuffed animals (we have plenty for this year) 
Ribbon 
Bubble solutions 
Pencils 
Spiral notebooks 
Marker pens 

 
We will be preparing the Easter Baskets on Sunday, 
March 26 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday, March 27 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and if we haven’t finished on 
Tuesday, March 28 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. You can sign 
up here to help: https://bit.ly/40zXUdI 

TUTORS FOR SAND CREEK  
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL NEEDED! 
 

Sand Creek is looking for people who are  
available during the day to tutor some of their 
students. They are primarily looking for people 
to sit with students and facilitate “sight read-
ing” flashcards or work on basic math skills 
(add, subtract, multiply, and divide). If you are 
interested, email cheryl@flccs.net and she will 
have Sand Creek contact you.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP  
SEXTONS SET-UP 
OUR MINISTRIES ARE GROWING! 
 

There are various meetings that take place each 
week on our First Lutheran campus. Some are 
for our small groups, Bible studies, adult semi-
nar, etc. Some are for non-profits that use the 
Peel House. This means that our sextons are 
setting up tables and chairs, tearing them 
down to set them up in a different location 
over and over again, all week long. If you are 
available during the week to help with some of 
these set ups/tear downs, we’d like to have you 
join our Property Committee. Please email 
cheryl@flccs.net if you are interested in  
helping. 

https://bit.ly/40zXUdI
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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                   SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS STILL  
                 NEEDED FOR MARCH 
 

              If you are available, please sign up to help in the following  
            areas. We are happy to train first time volunteers! 
          Host the Coffee Reception: https://bit.ly/3WnNDP3 
         Acolyte/Communion Assistant (2nd and 4th weeks): https://bit.ly/3YjFi0B 
       Acolyte (1st and 3rd weeks): https://bit.ly/3W6iakI 
      Communion Assistant (1st and 3rd Weeks): https://bit.ly/3Yhm0J0 
    Greet: https://bit.ly/3PqZGZA 
  Usher: https://bit.ly/3V4ag9Y 
Usher Coordinator: http://bit.ly/3ZId3bD 
Worship Assistant at the Gardens Skilled Nursing: https://bit.ly/3YrVsoH 

Whether it’s a job, or visiting with friends, going fishing, painting, 
singing or any other of the many activities people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities enjoy, the best thing is when it’s their 

choice, and they can say, “My day, my way!” 
 

March is National Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. In our community, 
Mosaic pursues opportunities for the people with disabilities to live full, meaningful lives on their 
terms. You’re invited to learn about that mission by attending a free, one-hour Discover the Possibili-
ties event where you will experience Mosaic’s work through the stories of people they serve and the 
amazing things they accomplish in their lives. Visit https://www.mosaicinfo.org/nidda-month/ for 
information about upcoming Discover the Possibilities events. First Lutheran includes giving to  
MOSAIC as part of our benevolence.  

TIME CHANGE THIS WEEKEND! 
 
It’s “spring ahead” on Sunday at 2 a.m. Turn 
your clocks ahead one hour. 

https://bit.ly/3WnNDP3
https://bit.ly/3YjFi0B
https://bit.ly/3W6iakI
https://bit.ly/3Yhm0J0
https://bit.ly/3PqZGZA
https://bit.ly/3V4ag9Y
http://bit.ly/3ZId3bD
https://bit.ly/3YrVsoH
https://www.mosaicinfo.org/nidda-month/
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

JOIN US FOR A SPRING SESSION OF 
“CRAFTING AROUND” 
 

This group will meet on select Tuesday  
mornings at 9:30 a.m. You can sign up for one, a 
few, or all projects offered! Fee: $5 per project, 
only $15 for all three!  
 

Schedule: 
Mar 14 - Wool Felting continued 
Apr 11 - Tempered Glass & Epoxy        
    Trays (Glueing) 
Apr 18 - Tempered Glass & Epoxy         
    Trays (Grouting) 
Apr 25: Tempered Glass & Epoxy Trays (Epoxy) 
 
Register here: http://bit.ly/3kuYTvm 

SPRUCE UP THE CHILDCARE  
CENTER 
 

We have many visitors attend worship at First 
Lutheran on Easter Sunday and our childcare 
center is full all morning long. We’d like to wel-
come our visiting families with a bright, cheer-
ful childcare facility. Many toys are broken, 
books are worn out, puzzles are missing pieces, 
etc. We’d like to have an In-Gathering of New 
Toys between now and Palm Sunday. Toys and 
books should be appropriate for children aged 
0-5. A Duplo table and Duplo blocks would be 
an ideal large donation. These items will be 
collected in the Gathering Place. 
 

We would also like to paint the childcare 
rooms. We are looking to prep and prime on 
Friday, March 24 and paint on Saturday, March 
25. Please contact cheryl@flccs.net if you can 
help in this way. 

LIZ KOCHIS – MUSIC THERAPY PRESENTATION 
Thursday, March 30, 2023, 11 a.m. Potluck Lunch, 11:45 a.m. Presentation 
Peel House Parlor 
Sign-Up deadline Tuesday, March 28 
 
Please join the OWLs group to welcome Music Therapist, Liz Kochis, MM, MTBC, NMT for a presenta-
tion and an in-depth discussion on what music therapy is and what it isn’t and the history of music 
therapy,  with whom and how it is used in healing and care settings, how our brains are wired for mu-
sic and why it is required for a healthy brain, how we can all add music to optimize all aspects of health, 
a preview of a soon-to-start music therapy group at First Lutheran Church & how we can experience a 
hands-on presentation and can be as interactive and participatory as a person likes. 
Please sign-up using the following link http://bit.ly/3J2umii or feel free to call the church at       
                                          719.632.8836. 

http://bit.ly/3kuYTvm
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
http://bit.ly/3J2umii
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

A SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
WOMEN WHO HAVE 

EXPERIENCED THE LOSS OF A PARTNER. 
 

Thursday, March 16, 11:30 a.m. 
Airplane Restaurant 
1665 Newport Road  
(Near Fountain Blvd. and Powers Blvd.) 
RSVP to Leta Gatchel, 719.338.0334.   

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
7 P.M., FIRESIDE ROOM 
 

APRIL 5 
 

Bestselling author Louise Penny introduces us to 
Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surêté du 
Québec in her first book, Still Life. Chief 
Inspector Armand Gamache and his team of 
investigators are called into the scene of a 
suspicious death in a rural village south of 
Montreal.  
 

MAY 3 
 

In The Storyteller,  Jodi Picoult weaves together 
several different narratives, delving into 
complex power dynamics and exploring themes 
of forgiveness, morality, and freedom of choice 
through the relationship between Sage Singer, 
the 25-year-old granddaughter of a Holocaust 
survivor, and Josef Weber, a former SS officer 
who turns to Sage to carry out his euthanasia.   

HOMELESS PANEL  
Five experts from different agencies who work directly 
with the homeless in our community 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 
9 a.m.  – 12 p.m.  
Calvary United Methodist Church, 
 4210 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
 
If you would like to hear from a panel of experts 
that work with the homeless situation in our com-
munity or maybe have some questions of your own 
here is your chance. All are welcome to attend this 
educational experience and discussion. 

THE LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES 
REFUGEE & ASYLEE PROGRAM  
 
The Lutheran Family Services Refugee & Asylee 
Program in Colorado Springs is preparing for 
four new refugee families to arrive in the next 
month!  Help us ensure that our new neighbors 
have everything they need to start their new 
lives in Colorado Springs.  

  
NEW OR GENTLY-USED ITEMS NEEDED FOR NEW 
REFUGEE FAMILIES: 
• Dressers (at least 3 drawers) 
• Comforters (twin or full size) 
• Adult-sized bicycles and/or bicycle accesso-

ries (helmets, bike locks) 
• Couches (will need these starting late 

March/early April) 
 

We do pickups for furniture, and can occasion-
ally accept drop-offs.  Please understand that we 
are a small operation and so we are generally not 
able to pick up with short notice, and we do not 
do weekend pickups.  If you’ve got items to  
donate, please call Jason at (719) 401-3116.  

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
https://www.supersummary.com/the-storyteller/major-character-analysis/#250856
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 

8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP & STUDY 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
7 p.m., Peel House  

Present over Perfect 
A book and study by 
Shauna Niequist 
Led by Pastor Carrie 
February 26 – April 2  
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House 
 

This year during Lent we will be focusing on 
how it is that we honor the Sabbath.  Sab-
bath rest and likely Lenten disciplines look 
different for each of us.  I invite you to  
explore this book with me, seeking to find 
paths away from frantic pushing and  
proving, the pressure to perform and produce 
more all while maintaining an image of  
perfection.  Let’s remember that God wants 
us to live as our whole selves created in God’s 
image and delight in the rest of the Sabbath  
and remember that lives soaked with grace, 
rest, silence, simplicity and connection with 
others in all a part of the plan for our  
wholeness and experience of God’s love. 
 

Come and join us for one or all of these  
sessions.  We’ll be using a video series and 
study guide that accompanies the book.  It 
would likely help you to fully immerse in 
this study to read the book, but is not  
necessary or required.  If you would like a 
book, they are $12 and available at the  
Welcome Center. 



   13 

 

BAPTISM AT FIRST LUTHERAN 

Baptism is that physical moment when we 
become part of God’s family. In baptism we 
are forgiven of our sins, given the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and promised eternal life 
because of Jesus’ work on the cross. If you 
or your child would like to be baptized, we 
will be baptizing anyone who is ready to 
take that step of faith on Saturday, April 
8, as part of the Easter Vigil service. Since 
the time of the early church, the Easter 
Vigil is the traditional time for Christian 
baptisms. To participate, please contact 
Pastor Travis at pastortravis@flccs.net 
and he will invite you to an introductory 
course to schedule a baptism for that or 
another date.  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

• April 6, Maundy Thursday, 7 p.m. 
• April 7, Good Friday, 12 p.m. 
 Good Friday Family Service, 5 p.m., 
 Good Friday Tenebrae Service,  
  7 p.m. 
• April 8, Easter Vigil, 6:30 p.m. 
• April 9, Easter Sunday 
 7:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10 a.m., &  
 11:30 a.m. 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

Our congregation and the entire neighborhood have enjoyed the beautiful 
Easter cross of flowers on our sidewalk leading to the Sanctuary for the 
past two years. This is a lovely new tradition that we plan to continue each 

Easter. This year we are adding a new dimension to this tradition. While Easter lilies are only available 
in small numbers, for the second year in a row, we are unable to purchase a large wholesale order for 
the altar. Instead of members being able to purchase lilies “in memory of” or “in honor of” their loved 
ones, each $10 donation will be used to purchase various spring flowers for the large Easter cross  
displayed outside. Designations for loved ones will continue to be acknowledged in our Easter  
bulletin. Easter flower donations may be designated by going to https://bit.ly/3xJ3Q6U.  
 

mailto:pastortravis@flccs.net
https://bit.ly/3xJ3Q6U
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March 12 
Don Diaz 
Dave Kagarise 
Velma Nabor 
Declan Schroeder 
 
March 13 
Jeanne Steiner 
 
March 14 
Steve Brown 
Eve Koger 
Jan McDougall 
 
March 15 
Chris Lieber 
William Morgan 
Sam Smith 

March 14 
Skip & Judy Robinson - 59 years 
 
March 17 
Dave & Judy Bondurant - 50 years 
Marlies & Lee Gross - 62 years 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
to 

SAM SMITH  
who will be 90 on March 15, 

and to   
WILMA NICOLAISEN 

who will be 93 on March 17, 
and to  

EMMA LOU SKIFFINGTON 
who will be 92 on March 17. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL! 

March 16 
Erna Haring 
Mark Weeks 
 
March 17 
Lydia Hurcomb 
Wilma Nicolaisen 
Connie Ramaglia 
Emma Lou Skiffington 
Hannah Stokes 
 
March 18 
Judy Bogard 
Steven Dewey 
Joe Dixon 
Terry Hjelkrem 
Linda Sommervold 
Frank Yellico, Jr. 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Janice Baldwin 
Adam Boehm 
Joan Boehm 
Hub Braden 
Mike & Cassie Brauner 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Darin Byers 
Kathy Cavalli 
Alicia Chaney 
Scott, Taytum & Channing 
Cope 
Jiliana Denny 
Barbara Diem 
 The JR Edmunds Family 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Gerrie Grant 
Julian Green 
Lee Gross 
Stephanie Haas 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Ilsa Hipszky 
Ann Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Josh Jones 
Jonas Kagarise 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Nils Lindroth 
Dean Mackaman 
Doug Mackaman 
Tom Martin 
The Family of Anthony 
Martinez 
Jim Matthews 
Chuck McAlexander 
Pastor Pete Meese 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Elliott N. 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Owen & Family 
Christian Paredes 
Perry & Lisa 
Joe Ploederer 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
Garnet Lindsey Rhodes 
Tim Schroeder 
Ron Scott 
Tara Soppe 
The Richard Stanley 
family 
Gwen Stein 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 

Aaron Thorson 
Cindy Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Becky & John Vaage 
Lynne Whaley 

Christine Welch 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Our prayers and condolences 
surround the family of  

CAROLYN MCDOLE 
Tracey Tinsley’s mother;  

grandmother of four;  
whose memorial service will be  

in our Sanctuary on  
Friday, March 10, at 1 p.m.   
Date of death: February 24, 2023.  
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Snapshots 

BRIDGE TO FRIENDSHIP SMALL GROUP 
 

This cheerful-looking group pictured below is First Lutheran’s Bridge to Friendship 
group, a weekly gathering of bridge players that was established over 25 years ago 
(no one quite remembers how long!) and is still going strong! 
 

Bridge to Friendship meets every Tuesday evening, year-round, upstairs in the 
Fireside Room from 7 – 9 p.m.  Bridge players of all skill levels participate. 
They play “Party Bridge” – meaning, that while it is serious play, the social element 
is also emphasized.  This is a mixed, ecumenical group, and partners are switched 
around every half hour to ensure that everyone gets to play with everyone else. 
As some local bridge groups have not rebounded after Covid restrictions, Bridge to 
Friendship has happily acquired some newer participants as people look for other 
opportunities to play post-pandemic.  In addition to First Lutheran members, 
players from at least four to five other local churches are now coming regularly, 
and more are always welcome!  (They usually have snacks, too!) 
 

Players asked for special recognition of Brad Jaumott, our faithful First Lutheran 
sexton, who prepares the room every Tuesday for the group – setting up tables and 
getting the coffee started. Thanks for your support, Brad! 
 
 


