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FROM THE PASTOR 

The three Lenten disciplines are Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. I’ve written about the first two in this 
column this Lent and now I want to address the final one, almsgiving. The word itself comes from a 
Greek word associated with mercifulness. The idea is that we are moved with compassion for those in 
need that we give to them as an act of mercy.  

Almsgiving happens when you see someone begging on the street, and you give them some money. It 
happens when an organization who serves a population in need tells you their story and you become a 
supporter. It is what the benevolence part of our budget is. We give alms to Family Promise, Catholic 
Charities, Lutheran Family Services, Habitat for Humanity, Care and Share and Mosaic. We do this 
because they serve the people we have compassion for, people struggling to find homes, people who 
are hungry, people who are orphaned or refugees, people who have developmental disabilities.   

Almsgiving is different than tithing, although they are related in our congregation as a portion of our 
tithes go to alms for the poor. Tithing is giving a portion of our income, usually 10%, to support Gospel 
work, the work of the church to share the good news through congregational ministry in all its forms. 
Almsgiving is directed toward those in need out of compassion and mercy.  

This Lent we are asking every member to give $40 in alms. We call this our self-denial giving. We’ve 
sent envelopes to each member and ask you to give at least one dollar a day during Lent. This amount 
will be collected by the church and sent to our designated partner. This year we are focusing on those 
who lack adequate housing and are being served by Habitat for Humanity. Thank you for partnering 
in this cause.  

I know this congregation to be generous and kind. Not only to many of you tithe, but you also support 
other organizations generously with your almsgiving. I see you at the annual fundraisers supporting 
those causes that the Lord has placed on your heart. Thank you for your Christian giving and disciple-
ship.   

May God continue to strengthen our faith as we pray, fast and give alms this holy season.  

-Pastor Travis  
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 MARCH 20, 2023 
JOHN 9:1-41  
JESUS AND THE BLIND MAN 

Last year I started golfing regularly as part of my search for sabbath rest. It’s a lot like my woodworking 
practice - a way to rest my mind and heart from the work of ministry. I’m not a good golfer, but I’ve im-
proved enough that I don’t have to buy a sleeve of balls every round now. Now that I play regularly it’s also 
become more enjoyable to watch golf. So, when this new series came up on Netflix following players 
around the PGA, I binged watched it over a weekend. The show is called Full Swing and it gives you the 
backstory of these top golfers who play for millions of dollars. They happened to film them during a very 
interesting time in professional golf. During the filming, some of the top players began to leave the PGA 
tour to go play for the Saudi-backed LIV tour. Apparently, you get even more money there and don’t have to 
play as often. But the move created huge controversy in the golfing community. I felt like I should pick a 
side, but I really don’t care, and it made the documentary more interesting. So, I ate my popcorn and 
watched them fight it out in press conferences. That’s the kind of controversy I like, rich people fighting 
about where to play their game. Controversy like that entertains me but I also recognize something in 
it that I don’t like. There is a familiarity about controversy in an institution like golf that reminds me too 
much about controversy in the institution of the church. I was having lunch last week with a number of the 
pastors who lead our downtown churches. The Methodist pastor shared the controversy that is raging 
through the United Methodist church over sexuality. Almost half the Methodist churches in Colorado 
Springs are voting to disaffiliate from their denomination. As she shared, I remember when our denomi-
nation went through the same thing and almost 10% of churches left leaving the ELCA in a decline that 
continues to this day. That’s just modern controversies. My home church left the ELCA over an agreement 
we made with the Episcopal church. In seminary when I took the history of Lutheranism in North Ameri-
ca, I was dismayed to read that our history is really one of schism and renewed partnership. We have split 
over interpretation of scripture over what language should be spoken in worship and a thousand other 
items big and small. Not to mention that our whole existence came about because of a controversy over the 
role of good works in salvation. I suppose controversy in the church is unavoidable, but we can never forget 
that individuals are the ones who get hurt the most when the church fights.  
 
I imagine some of you have your own stories of getting hurt during a church controversy during a church 
fight or split. This story we read today about Jesus healing a blind man is a story of controversy and the 
people who got hurt. It’s a story that shows the limits of religion and calls organized religion to account for 
how we treat those on the margins. There was no controversy until Jesus showed up. There was a blind  
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man whom everyone knew who made a living
(maybe) begging on the corner. That was not contro-
versial; that was the status quo, and everyone seemed 
okay with it. They were okay with it because they 
thought they understood why the man was blind. He 
was being punished for something. He was a sinner 
or perhaps his parents were sinners. But they had 
concocted a theology that made it okay for a man in 
their community to be reduced to begging for his 
next meal. There was no controversy until Jesus 
showed up. It was a Sabbath day when Jesus stirred 
the pot. On a day when no one was supposed do any 
work, Jesus took compassion on the blind man and 
healed him with mud of spit and dirt, told him to do 
work to go wash in the pool of Siloam and recover his 
sight. The whole action seems less about the man 
being healed and more about Jesus pointing to a  
major flaw in the religion he shared. How would you 
react if one of our members who suffers from a  
disability or chronic disease experienced miraculous 
healing? We would rejoice and praise God, wouldn’t 
we? What if that member was healed by a Buddhist or 
a Muslim or an atheist, would we still rejoice or 
would we be skeptical instead? Nobody seems to be 
rejoicing when the man returns from the pool of  
Siloam and can see for the first time in his 
life. Especially when he tells them that the person did 
it was Jesus. They-the Pharisees- had already decided 
that Jesus was a threat and that anyone who followed 
him would be thrown out of the synagogue. So, they 
can’t rejoice with the man that he has experienced a 
miracle. Instead, they begin an investigation. They 
wonder if maybe he isn’t the same man that everyone 
knew to be the blind beggar, but that story won’t hold 
together. Too many witnesses confirm that it’s the 
same man for which a miraculous healing really took 
place. They even go to his parents who are very scared 
for themselves. They don’t want any part of this  

controversy; they love their church and don’t want to 
get kicked out. They need the community and can’t 
imagine life ostracized from the center of their faith 
and life. They aren’t brave parents for sure; rather 
than defend their son they wash their hands of  
responsibility; “go ask him yourself”. And so, the 
Pharisees interrogate the healed man, and the 
healed man has some gumption; he is not afraid of 
these religious authorities. I imagine spending a 
lifetime outside the synagogue begging for money to 
buy food would make you a little hardened against 
religious people. Plus, he has just experienced the 
power of God in a way that he can’t deny even if he 
wanted to. I love how the man challenges the  
Pharisees pointing out that maybe they are the blind 
ones since they can’t seem to recognize that Jesus is 
clearly from God. But rather than repent and give 
praise to God for the miracle done in their  
ommunity, the Pharisees drive the man out of the 
synagogue. Although I wonder if he was ever  
included in the first place. Did he actually lose some-
thing?  
 

What happened next gives me great love for Jesus. 
Jesus heard what had happened, that the man had 
been kicked out of church and he comes and finds 
the man. Some of you need to hear this today  
because you’ve been hurt by religion. Maybe not 
kicked out but judged, condemned, ignored, des-
pised. Jesus comes and finds the man who has just 
lost his community whose parents won’t even  
defend him. Jesus come and finds the man to give 
him more than just his sight but to open his eyes to 
see the Son of God. And the man believes, which in 
John’s gospel is what sight actually means. To believe 
in Jesus is to have your eyes opened to the Kingdom 
of God. Jesus comes to find us when we are kicked 
out, when we are alone, when the systems grind us 
up. And in this, Jesus shows us what he wants his 
church to be like.  
The Pharisees thought they had to protect the  
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religion, thought that their job was to keep it pure to 
make sure the commandments were obeyed to make 
sure people followed the rules. But in doing that they 
corrupted the religion and made it about a relation-
ship with rules instead of a relationship with God. 
That doesn’t mean the rules are thrown out; there are 
still standards. But the relationship is with Jesus, and 
he is the one who interprets the rules and guides us 
to the way of life in the Kingdom of God. That’s what 
we studied together during the season after  
Epiphany. You have heard it said, but I say to 
you. Our relationship is with Jesus, and he guides us 
to know the best way to live. Think of what the au-
thor of James said about what true religion is. 
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 
world”.  
 

Jesus’ church should be known for love of those in 
need, widows and orphans, the poor and needy. And 
Jesus’ church should be known for being separate 
from the world in our ethics and morality. But the 
only way to do that well is to do it in relationship 
with Jesus. We can’t become just a secular institution 
that helps people in need without any connection to 
God and spiritual transformation. We are not just a 
social service agency; we are not only about doing 
justice in the world. Remember Jesus healed the 
blind man but then also invited him to believe and be 
saved. And we also can’t just become a moral  
institution that enforces rules and ethics without the 
compassion and justice that comes from relationship 
with Jesus. Otherwise, we became like the Pharisees 
who care more about Sabbath obedience than we do 
about healing the blind and caring for those on the 
margins. Religion is not just doing good for those in 
need; it is not only about doing justice. Religion is 
not just being good; it is not only about  
morality.  Religion is about Jesus, knowing him to be 
the son of God, believing in him for our salvation and 

letting him transform our lives and action. Every-
thing we do comes from our relationship with the 
one who died on the cross and rose from the dead. 
The one who met with a Pharisee at night and talked 
theology, inviting Nicodemus to believe in God who 
loves this world. The one who talked with the Samari-
tan woman at the well and offered her living water 
regardless of her history. The one who sparked  
controversy by healing a blind man on the Sabbath 
day, opening our eyes to a religion of compassion 
and love.  
 

The only controversy I’m interested in is the one 
caused by Jesus. And we have to acknowledge his 
words in the gospel today, “I came into his world for 
judgment so that those who do not see may see and 
those who do see may become blind”. We welcome 
this judgment and especially during Lent ask Jesus to 
reveal our blind spots and open our eyes to see those 
he has called us to serve. Sometimes we read these 
stories and we immediately identify with the victim, 
with the blind man. And that’s okay; we are ones who 
need healing who have been received by Jesus when 
others have locked us out. But we also need to  
identify with the others, with the parents who were 
too afraid to get involved who just wanted things to 
stay the same. And with the Pharisees who thought it 
their job to protect religion rather than be open to 
God doing new things. The controversy Jesus brings 
is a controversy in our own lives because he always 
asks us to be changed, to repent of our fear, to repent 
of our desire for safety and control, to repent of our 
sin and be healed so that we might see the fullness of 
his love. 
 

How is Jesus changing you today? Are you willing to 
accept the change? May God soften our hearts and 
open our eyes that we might believe and repent and 
believe. Amen 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MOVIE NIGHT 
Saturday, March 25 from 5 – 8 p.m. 
Youth Center 
 

Dinner will be provided and the movie will be 
chosen by those in attendance. Come hang out 
and just enjoy some down time in the Youth 
Center. For grades 6 – 8. Friends are always  
welcome! 

SPRING BREAK OPEN YOUTH  
CENTER HOURS 
Monday, March 27 - Friday, March 31 from 1 – 4 
p.m., Wednesday, March 29 from 4 – 7 p.m.  
Youth Center 
 

Michaela will be hosting some one-one-one and 
small group chat times in the Youth Center this 
week for Spring Break. On Wednesday, the 
Youth Center will just be open for hang-out 
time between 4 – 7 p.m. for anyone who is free 
before Wednesday Night LIGHT. Look for a 
sign-up sheet in the Peel House to choose a one-
on-one slot or small group slot for Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday. 

CANDY NEEDED! 
 

We need Candy for our Easter Egg Hunt eggs! 
Please bring donations to the Round Desk or 
Michaela’s office through Palm Sunday. Youth 
will be stuffing 1,000 eggs on Palm Sunday! 

PALM SUNDAY CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH 
ACTIVITIES 
April 2 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Since Palm Sunday is such a fun celebration 
for the church, we will be having our Sunday 
School students process into worship with 
palms and sing the song they have been prac-
ticing for months. After the receive a children’s 
message, they will be escorted out by our 
teachers and shepherds to make musical  
instruments (and more butterflies!) in the 
Gathering Place. The children will return at the  
announcements to finish out the service with 
their parents as normal. It will be a fun  
morning for all, so we hope to see you there. 
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RECRUITING FOR CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

It’s Recruiting season for the Children’s and Youth Ministry. You might 
have received an email from Michaela Eskew, our Minister of Faith For-
mation, asking you to lead and serve in the ministry this year. Please 
prayerfully consider these roles. Our ministry is thriving, and it is because of the many hands that 
help walk alongside our children, youth, and help plan our outreach events. Every volunteer role is 
important. The teachers and small group leaders, the behind the scenes workers, the major event 
planners, and the retreat events and chaperones all make this ministry run smoothly and continue to 
help First Lutheran reach new families! 

WHAT ARE THE YOUTH TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK? 
 

This Sunday, there will be Sunday School in the Youth Center for grades 6 - 8 at 9:30 a.m. They will be 
exploring the Raising of Lazarus and the true meaning of Resurrection for us today. Our High School-
ers will have youth group at 11 a.m. in the Youth Center; we will be making Easter Baskets for our East-
er Basket Ministry! On Wednesday, March 22nd, Middle Schoolers will be discussing, “Is believing in 
Jesus really the only way to get to heaven?” and the Confirmation students will be discussing “The 
Word”. Does that just mean the Bible? Why is “Word” capitalized? 

FIRST COMMUNION FOR 5TH GRADERS 
April 2, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. AND 12 – 1 p.m.; April 5, 7 – 8 p.m.; April 6, 7 p.m. worship 
  
Is your child in 5th grade? Would you like them to learn about Communion, its history and im-
portance? You are welcome to bring them to First Lutheran for their First Communion this April! 
 
Children will re-enact the Last Supper on Sunday, April 2 during the Sunday School hour. Then  
children and their parent(s) should come back for a family lesson on the sacrament 
of First Communion from 12 – 1 p.m. in the Fireside Room on the same day, April 2. We will be having 
a potluck in the Gathering Place for everyone, so we will grab some lunch and then move upstairs for a 
short lesson on what we believe happens in Communion each week, both practically and spiritually. 
We will then have a practice on April 5 at 7 p.m. as well as a tour of the sacristy (where we hold the 
bread and wine) with Pastor Carrie Baylis.  
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BECOME INVOLVED 
EASTER BASKETS FOR EL PASO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
 

First Lutheran plans to prepare 250-300 Easter bas-
kets for disadvantaged children in El Paso County. To 
do this, we need candy, supplies and volunteers! 
 

Candy to Fill Plastic Eggs 
Jellybeans 
Life savers 

 
Individually wrapped 

Easter Candy 
Fruit snacks 
Cookies 
Crackers 

 
Supplies 

Easter baskets or pails (6”-8” diameter) 
Easter grass 
Small books – especially soft bound 
Activity books 
Sticker books 
Coloring books with crayons 
Rubber or foam balls less than 5” diameter 
Easter stickers 
Small toys or games 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING 

Plastic unfilled eggs 
Stuffed animals (we have plenty for this year) 
Ribbon 
Bubble solutions 
Pencils 
Spiral notebooks 
Marker pens 

 
We will be preparing the Easter Baskets on Sunday, 
March 26 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday, March 27 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and if we haven’t finished on 
Tuesday, March 28 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. You can sign 
up here to help: https://bit.ly/40zXUdI 

TUTORS FOR SAND CREEK  
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL NEEDED! 
 

Sand Creek is looking for people who are  
available during the day to tutor some of their 
students. They are primarily looking for people 
to sit with students and facilitate “sight read-
ing” flashcards or work on basic math skills 
(add, subtract, multiply, and divide). If you are 
interested, email cheryl@flccs.net and she will 
have Sand Creek contact you.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP  
SEXTONS SET-UP 
OUR MINISTRIES ARE GROWING! 
 

There are various meetings that take place each 
week on our First Lutheran campus. Some are 
for our small groups, Bible studies, adult semi-
nar, etc. Some are for non-profits that use the 
Peel House. This means that our sextons are 
setting up tables and chairs, tearing them 
down to set them up in a different location 
over and over again, all week long. If you are 
available during the week to help with some of 
these set ups/tear downs, we’d like to have you 
join our Property Committee. Please email 
cheryl@flccs.net if you are interested in  
helping. 

https://bit.ly/40zXUdI
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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                        SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
                 I am looking for ideas from our church family. Each  
               Sunday we need 49-58 volunteers for Sunday Worship at  
             First Lutheran (see the following list). Over the last six    
           months we have averaged 447 people in attendance. It should be easy to find    
          about 50 people each week to serve. I’ve heard it said that any church is kept run   
         ning by about 10% of its members. My family has been members here since 1995, but I  
      didn’t “see” that this statement was true until I became the Coordinator of Lay Ministries  
     just over two years ago. Each quarter I have many volunteers that sign up to help for several   
    weeks. I worry about wearing them out. We would be so much healthier as a congregation and 
get to know each other and build relationships if we all just volunteered one week per quarter doing 
something. Occasionally, when I have no volunteers for coffee reception, I’ve tried to do it myself while 
handling my other Sunday duties. I don’t feel that I’m doing my job as well when I’m trying to do an-
other job at the same time. People have suggested that if no one volunteers, we simply don’t serve cof-
fee. What if we are missing ushers? Should we put an offering basket at the Sanctuary entrance and 
ask people to just come forward for communion? Are these options that we would feel comfortable 
with? What are your thoughts? Please feel free to email me at cheryl@flccs.net. 
 
2 – Communion Preparation Team (before and after 8 a.m. worship) 
2 – Coffee Reception Hosts ( 1 before and after 8 a.m. worship, 1 before and after 11 a.m. worship) 
6 – Acolyte/Communion Assistants on weeks when Communion is served down front 
12 - 6 Acolytes and 6 Communion Assistants on weeks when Communio is served at the rail 
3 – Lay Readers (special occasions) 
3 – Usher Coordinators 
12 – Greeters 
12 – Ushers 
2 – Welcome Center Hosts (1 after 8 a.m. worship, 1 before and after 11 a.m. worship) 
2 – Communion Clean-Up (following 9:30 a.m. worship through clean-up after 11 a.m. worship) 
3 – Count Team 
2 – Laundry (washing and pressing soiled tablecloths) 
1 – Sanctuary Clean-Up (tidying pews and replacing supplies) 
2 – Delivering Flowers to the homebound 
4 – Worship at the Gardens Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation (1 Leader, 1 Pianist, 2 Assistants) – twice 
 per month 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

SPRUCE UP THE CHILDCARE  
CENTER 
 

We would like to paint the childcare rooms. We 
are looking to prep and prime on Friday, March 
24 and paint on Saturday, March 25. Please con-
tact cheryl@flccs.net if you can help in this way. 

LIZ KOCHIS – MUSIC THERAPY PRESENTATION 
Thursday, March 30, 2023, 11 a.m. Potluck Lunch, 11:45 a.m. Presenta-
tion 
Peel House Parlor 
Sign-Up deadline Tuesday, March 28 
 
Please join the OWLs group to welcome Music Therapist, Liz Kochis, MM, MTBC, NMT for a presenta-
tion and an in-depth discussion on what music therapy is and what it isn’t and the history of music 
therapy,  with whom and how it is used in healing and care settings, how our brains are wired for mu-
sic and why it is required for a healthy brain, how we can all add music to optimize all aspects of health, 
a preview of a soon-to-start music therapy group at First Lutheran Church & how we can experience a 
hands-on presentation and can be as interactive and participatory as a person likes. 
Please sign-up using the following link http://bit.ly/3J2umii or feel free to call the church at   
 719.632.8836. 

PALM SUNDAY POTLUCK VOLUNTEERS 
We are looking for six people to help set up and 
receive potluck dishes at 10:30 a.m. and help 
prepare for the potluck that will take place after 
the 11 a.m. service as well as six people to help 
clean-up after the potluck. Please email cher-
yl@flccs.net if you are interested in helping to 
“set-up” or “clean-up”. 

MANY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HOLY WEEK 
 

Eight services instead of our usual three means we need many more volunteers! Acolytes, Commun-
ion Assistants, Greeters, Ushers, Welcome Center Hosts, and people to Prepare and Clean-up Com-
munion! New volunteers always welcome! Working alongside other members of our congregation is 
a great way to meet new people! Sign up to help with Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil or 
Easter Sunday services here: http://bit.ly/3KYQpYh. 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
http://bit.ly/3J2umii
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
http://bit.ly/3KYQpYh
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THE LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES 
REFUGEE & ASYLEE PROGRAM  
 
The Lutheran Family Services Refugee & Asylee 
Program in Colorado Springs is preparing for 
four new refugee families to arrive in the next 
month!  Help us ensure that our new neighbors 
have everything they need to start their new 
lives in Colorado Springs.  

  
NEW OR GENTLY-USED ITEMS NEEDED FOR NEW 
REFUGEE FAMILIES: 
• Dressers (at least 3 drawers) 
• Comforters (twin or full size) 
• Adult-sized bicycles and/or bicycle accesso-

ries (helmets, bike locks) 
• Couches (will need these starting late 

March/early April) 
 

We do pickups for furniture, and can occasion-
ally accept drop-offs.  Please understand that we 
are a small operation and so we are generally not 
able to pick up with short notice, and we do not 
do weekend pickups.  If you’ve got items to  
donate, please call Jason at (719) 401-3116.  

REFUGEE 101 TRAINING 
Lutheran Family Services Refugee and Asylee Program 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 6  – 8 p.m., Peel House 
 

This is the first step to volunteering with our  
refugee program in Colorado Springs. During this session you will learn about the current refugee situa-
tion, what it takes to get involved, the application process, and about advocacy. We strive to stand in  
solidarity with refugees using patience, resilience, and compassion.  
Registration is required: https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs-7/?
instance_id=4496  

https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs-7/?instance_id=4496
https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs-7/?instance_id=4496
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 

8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP & STUDY 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
7 p.m., Peel House  

Present over Perfect 
A book and study by 
Shauna Niequist 
Led by Pastor Carrie 
February 26 – April 2  
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House 
 

This year during Lent we will be focusing on 
how it is that we honor the Sabbath.  Sab-
bath rest and likely Lenten disciplines look 
different for each of us.  I invite you to  
explore this book with me, seeking to find 
paths away from frantic pushing and  
proving, the pressure to perform and produce 
more all while maintaining an image of  
perfection.  Let’s remember that God wants 
us to live as our whole selves created in God’s 
image and delight in the rest of the Sabbath  
and remember that lives soaked with grace, 
rest, silence, simplicity and connection with 
others in all a part of the plan for our  
wholeness and experience of God’s love. 
 

Come and join us for one or all of these  
sessions.  We’ll be using a video series and 
study guide that accompanies the book.  It 
would likely help you to fully immerse in 
this study to read the book, but is not  
necessary or required.  If you would like a 
book, they are $12 and available at the  
Welcome Center. 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

• April 6, Maundy Thursday, 7 p.m. 
• April 7, Good Friday, 12 p.m. 
 Good Friday Family Service, 5 p.m., 
 Good Friday Tenebrae Service,  
  7 p.m. 
• April 8, Easter Vigil, 6:30 p.m. 
• April 9, Easter Sunday 
 7:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10 a.m., &  
 11:30 a.m. 

EASTER FLOWER  
DONATIONS 

Our congregation and the entire 
neighborhood have enjoyed the beautiful 
Easter cross of flowers on our sidewalk lead-
ing to the Sanctuary for the past two years. 
For the second year in a row, Easter lilies 
are only available in small numbers, and 
we are unable to purchase a large wholesale 
order for the altar. Instead of members be-
ing able to purchase lilies “in memory of” 
or “in honor of” their loved ones, each $10 
donation will be used to purchase various 
spring flowers for the large Easter cross dis-
played outside. Please DO NOT bring 
flowers; they have already been ordered. 
Designations for loved ones will continue to 
be acknowledged in our Easter bulletin. 
Easter flower donations may be designated 
by going to https://bit.ly/3xJ3Q6U.  

FIRST LUTHERAN IS HIRING A PART-
TIME YOUTH MINISTER 
 

We have begun the search for a part-time 
youth minister. This person would focus 
their 20 hours a week on in-person connec-
tions on Wednesday nights and Sunday 
mornings. The remainder of their time would 
be spent planning, preparing, and communi-
cating with parents. We are looking for 
someone that exhibits a strong Christian 
faith and can be a role model for the youth. 
They also need to have the skills to properly 
execute fundraisers and formational events 
from the brainstorm to the recruiting of vol-
unteers to the smallest of details. If you think 
you know someone that would fit this de-
scription, please send them to our website to 
apply.  
Note: Should we not be able to find a proper 
candidate before early May, we will pivot to 
seeking a Summer Intern and return to this 
search process in January 2024.  

https://bit.ly/3xJ3Q6U
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March 26 
Matthew Ellis 
Carter Herman 
Norma Kusulas 
Beth Lindquist 
 
March 27 
Kim Beichner 
Ava Fluegge 
Maddy Frei 
Paige Stanley 
Micah Yoder 
 
March 28 
Jonathan Hophan 
 
March 29 
Betty Anderson 
James Fox 
Chris Keenan 

March 29 
Joel & Jennifer Fluegge - 15 years 
Charley & Donna Watkins - 55 years 
 
 
 
 

March 30 
Christian Nehme 
Rev. Paul Peel 
Maria Pompea 
Kathleen Stott 
 
March 31 
Mike Bauer 
Darrel Dolan 
Karla Moltrum 
Murlene Williams 
Kyle Reeves 
JR Sell 
Dylan Striegel 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Janice Baldwin 
Adam Boehm 
Joan Boehm 
Ken Boehm 
Landon Bondurant 
Hub Braden 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Darin Byers 
Kathy Cavalli 
Scott, Taytum & Channing                
 Cope 
Jiliana Denny 
Barbara Diem 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Lee Gross 
The Michael Harris family 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Ann Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Maryann Jacobsen 
Josh Jones 
Jonas Kagarise 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Scott Kleine 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth &   
 family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Jesse Lawrence & family 
Nils Lindroth 
The Benjamin Livingood 
 family 
Lori, Lynn and family 
Tom Martin 
Jim Matthews 
Chuck McAlexander 
Pastor Pete Meese 
Brandon Miller & family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Paul Moe 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Owen & family 
Perry & Lisa 
Bill Perry 
Jecelya & Julie Petersen 
The Joe Ploederer family 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
The family of Garnet 
 Lindsey Rhodes 
Kathy Schroeder 
Ron Scott 
Sharon 
Tara Soppe 
The Richard Stanley 
 family 
Gwen Stein 
Ryan Statzel 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
 Swan 
Jennifer Alida Tarr 

Aaron Thorson 
Cindy Thorson 
Virgil Tindall 
Becky & John Vaage 
Christine Welch 

Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Charles Zerbe 

Our prayers and condolences 
surround the family and friends of  

  JOE PLOEDERER  
whose memorial service will be  

Friday, March 24 at 10 a.m.  
here at First Lutheran.   

Our prayers and condolences 
surround the family and friends of  

  GARNET LINDSEY RHODES  
Paul Lindsey’s sister;  
Paula’s sister-in-law; 

mother and grandmother;  
whose memorial service will be  
at a later date in California.   

Date of death: 3/17/23  
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Snapshots 


