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FROM THE PASTOR 

I hope you will come and see the Gallery of Living Art this weekend. There will be four showings—five 
if you count Jr. Gallery. This is something special at First Lutheran. It is a gift to the community to 
strengthen the faith of believers and invite non-believers into the story of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. 
We haven’t been able to present GOLA for three years and everyone is excited that we’re back!  

This is what Christians do; we tell the story of Jesus. We’ve been telling this story since the  
resurrection. The first ones to tell the story were the women running from the tomb with good news 
that Jesus had risen. Then it was the disciples, filled with the Holy Spirit, telling the story to the  
pilgrims on the streets of Jerusalem and then beyond. They started churches all around the  
Mediterranean and began writing letters to these churches, writing the story down, making sure  
every important detail was etched in vellum or parchment. These letters became the New Testament 
which has ensured that the story is told throughout the generations.   
 
Churches have been creative in the telling. We have carved up the whole year and assigned parts of 
Jesus story to be told at different times. We have Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter, Pentecost for various parts of Jesus’ story. We have special services, we have songs we have 
parades and plays all with the same purpose that John had when he wrote his gospel, “But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and through  
believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31. And, First Lutheran has GOLA.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard preparing to share Jesus’ story with us in this unique 
way. Thank you to actors and musicians, directors and stagehands and all the A/V technicians. You 
are giving us a gift in telling the story of our savior in a dramatic and special way.   

Please join me in praying that God would use this weekend to strengthen the faith of believers and 
bring new people to saving faith in Jesus.   

-Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

 

Eight years ago, I was awarded a Sabbatical Grant from the Lilly Endowment. This funded a three- 
month leave from congregational work for me to pursue rest and renewal. I was living in North Caro-
lina at the time but moved back to my home state of Utah for the three months with our brand-new 
twins who were not part of the grant proposal. We had to change our plans a little since we had new-
borns, but the reason I went back to Utah was to return to the roots of my faith. During this season of 
Lent, we are focusing on significant conversations Jesus had with people. Last week with Nicode-
mus and this week with the Samaritan woman at the Well. When I was on sabbatical, I scheduled con-
versations with people who had been important in my faith life. I sat down for two hours with my col-
lege campus pastor. We met at a coffee shop and had a deep spiritual conversation that was rich and 
deep and not nearly long enough. We no longer saw eye to eye on many things, but we did share a rich 
and abiding faith in Jesus, and it was such a joy to sit with him again. I also met with a fellow pastor 
who had grown up in my youth group, and there was an energy and chemistry between us that caught 
me off guard. We had the same spiritual mother in the Good Shepherd Lutheran youth group and the 
conversation sparked with that recognition that we were brothers even though we now served in dif-
ferent denominations. My favorite conversation though happened on the back deck of my parents’ 
house. I invited all the people I had been confirmed with 25 years ago. I wanted to ask them about 
their faith and how it had changed or grown. I was hopeful to hear how that youth group had 
launched them into a life of adult faith. Everybody was different; some still had vibrant faith, others 
had fallen away from the church but still believed. Some surprised me sharing their rejection of the 
Christian faith altogether. But we still had this connection that kept us talking until 2:00 in the morn-
ing. Which if you know me, is a big deal as I’m fast asleep by 9 p.m. usually. But that’s the power of a 
spiritual conversation, two people engaged with each other sharing from the depths of who they 
are and letting the other person shape the direction and topic. Conversations like that change 
you, they stay with you, you replay them over and over again in your mind learning even more long 
after the talking has finished.  
 

I think that’s what happened between Jesus and the woman at the well. It’s perhaps the longest con-
versation recorded between Jesus and another individual. There’s so much going on as both Jesus and 
the woman playfully test each other and reveal themselves to each other. There’s a chemistry and en-
ergy that will leave both of them changed forever. The setting matters; this is a well that Jacob had dug  

March 12, 2023 
John 4:4-42  
Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

hundreds of years before. You remember Jacob; he 
had been sent on a journey to find a wife from his 
family’s people. He comes upon a well and removes 
the stone to water the sheep that Rachel was shep-
herding. He kissed her at that well, and the two 
were eventually married, giving birth to the 12 
tribes of Israel. And now Jesus is at a well that Ja-
cob dug, and a woman has come in the middle of 
the day to get water by herself. For some unknown 
reason this woman has come at noon instead of in 
the morning with the other women of the village. 
She shouldn’t be there, and Jesus shouldn’t talk to 
her.  What would people think of a strange Jewish 
man talking alone with a Samaritan woman out on 
the edge of town? Jesus breaks the ice, asking her 
for a drink of water since he doesn’t have a water 
jug and she does. Jesus is tired, he’s hungry and 
he’s thirsty and it’s the hottest part of the day. But 
this woman isn’t too keen on a strange man talk-
ing to her. Her response makes that clear, “Why 
are you talking to me?” Some of you women have 
said that to men before, I’m sure. Immediately 
Jesus abandons his request for water and pursues 
a spiritual conversation. He lays his cards on the 
table, suggesting to her that he has water that she 
should be asking for, living water. She takes him 
literally just like Nicodemus did when Jesus sug-
gested you must be born again. She points out he 
has no bucket. How will Jesus convince her that he 
is greater than her ancestor Jacob, that he has 
come from God and can give her eternal life in the 
Kingdom of God? She couldn’t have been expect-
ing this offer at noon on a Tuesday while doing her 
daily chores.  
 

There were more reasons she wouldn’t have ex-
pected to be engaged so thoughtfully by a rabbi. 

Besides the gender differences, they were from 
different religions. And there was more besides 
that. She wasn’t exactly an honorable wom-
an having been married four times and was now 
with a man to whom she was not married. Jesus 
asks her a question he knows the answer to, “Go 
and get your husband.” The question is twofold; it 
reveals that Jesus doesn’t have any ill intent with 
her. He will gladly talk to her and her hus-
band. But it’s also an invitation for her to lay her 
cards on the table and share with him her true 
situation. She admits that she doesn’t have a hus-
band, although she is with a man in some man-
ner. Jesus then reveals to her what he knows - that 
she has had many husbands. That revela-
tion changes everything. It confirms what she has 
begun to suspect -  that Jesus is the Messiah and  
that he can offer what he has promised, living wa-
ter that wells up to eternal life. At this revelation 
the woman is all in. And it’s not about shame for 
her past, we don’t know if she has anything to be 
ashamed of. The revelation is simply knowledge 
that Jesus shouldn’t have had. It is knowledge that 
cuts to the heart of her struggles, probably has 
something to do with why she’s alone at noon at 
the well and I imagine there’s more, too, that Je-
sus has put his finger on here. 
 
Let me ask you this, if you were that woman at the 
well what would Jesus say to you? What fact of 
your life would Jesus reveal that he knows that 
would open your eyes to see that you were talking 
with the Messiah from 
God? Would it be some history that you don’t pub-
licize? Would it be a sin or struggle that you deal 
with in secret? What would Jesus say to you when 
the two of you are alone that would reveal that he 
knows you completely?  I know what it would be 
for me, it would be about my son, Sam. Many of 
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you know that he is sick even though he’s been 
doing really well for quite a while. We had a little 
scare this week; he was grimacing in pain, didn’t 
eat dinner and fell asleep at 6 p.m. We never know 
when this happens if it’s just a regular bug or if it’s 
related to his heart issues. We took him to the hos-
pital, and they ran tests and told us it wasn’t his 
heart this time and sent us home. He seems to be 
doing fine again. But Jesus knows the burden my 
wife and I carry that nobody else can fully under-
stand or appreciate nor do we expect them to. But 
if it was Jesus and I at that well I think he would 
tell me that he knows the full extent of that strug-
gle. Maybe he would say, “Go and get your son, 
Sam.” And I would know that I was talking to 
someone who knew a lot more about me than I 
knew about him. What would it be for you? Is it 
something with your children or your spouse or 
your family? Is it a personal struggle, an addiction, 
a mistake you’re still recovering from, an illness 
mental or physical? What keeps you up at 
night? What is that thing that nobody else truly 
gets about you? What would Jesus say to you at the 
well?   
 
When Jesus reveals what he knows about this 
woman, the conversation takes a sudden shift. She 
knows she is talking with a prophet at least and 
immediately asks her biggest theological question. 
She’s not wasting this moment and Jesus is here 
for all of that. He tells her what is coming when 
the difference between Jew and Samaritan will be 
erased, when people will worship in Spirit and 
truth. He paints a picture for her of a different 
world where divisions that define her life are 
erased. She takes the conversation even deep-
er asking about the promised Messiah. When 
Jesus confirms what she suspects that he is the 
Messiah, she drops her bucket and runs to the 

town to tell her world that the Messiah has come, 
the one who knew her past, who knew her through 
and through, offered her living water, salvation, 
and inclusion in the Kingdom of God. I imagine 
Jesus picking up the bucket and drawing the water 
with it, taking a drink and smiling as he watched 
her share the gospel with her neighbors. This con-
versation wasn’t just for her alone but for the 
whole town indeed, for the whole world. It’s a con-
versation for us, too. Jesus knows you, Jesus sees 
you and He is here for you, all of you, every 
bit. Your secrets, your fears, your shame, your 
struggle, he sees, knows and is here for all of you. 
That thing you carry that you don’t share with oth-
ers because it’s too heavy for them. And honestly 
it’s too heavy for you, but you’re doing your best 
anyway. Jesus sees you carrying it, he knows, he is 
here to carry it with you. That thing you’d prefer 
not to talk about that nobody else really would un-
derstand. The thing that makes you think you’re 
not as good, not as worthy, not enough. Jesus sees 
that, too. he knows, he is here to say you are 
enough, you are made in God’s image.  
   
Jesus offered living water to the woman at the well 
knowing everything about her. But it wasn’t until 
she knew that he knew that she realized the full 
extent of the offer. Jesus offers eternal life to us as 
we are not as we present ourselves to the world. In 
our fullness, in our weakness, in our humanity, 
Jesus gives eternal life to real people with real 
need. To you and to me, this is grace. You are 
known and you are loved, this is grace. Receive it 
for yourself and then in conversation with those 
you love, share this good news that is also for 
them.  
Amen.  
 
-Pastor Travis 
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BELONG YOUTH COLLECTIVE:  
AN ECUMENICAL YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday, March 19 from 6 – 8 p.m., Peel House 
 

Be You and Belong. A new affirming, inclusive 
community of youth groups in Colorado 
Springs and surrounding areas. Youth in 
grades 6 to 12, of all backgrounds, are invited to 
join this welcoming and loving community for 
times of connection, inspiration, and worship. 
Feel free to bring a friend! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MOVIE NIGHT 
Saturday, March 25 from 5 – 8 p.m. 
Youth Center 
 

Dinner will be provided and the movie will be 
chosen by those in attendance. Come hang out 
and just enjoy some down time in the Youth 
Center. For grades 6 – 8. Friends are always  
welcome! 

SPRING BREAK OPEN YOUTH  
CENTER HOURS 
Monday, March 27 - Friday, March 31 from 1 – 4 
p.m., Wednesday, March 29 from 4 – 7 p.m.  
Youth Center 
 

Michaela will be hosting some one-one-one and 
small group chat times in the Youth Center this 
week for Spring Break. On Wednesday, the 
Youth Center will just be open for hang-out 
time between 4 – 7 p.m. for anyone who is free 
before Wednesday Night LIGHT. Look for a 
sign-up sheet in the Peel House to choose a one-
on-one slot or small group slot for Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday. 

CANDY NEEDED! 
 

We need Candy for our Easter Egg Hunt eggs! 
Please bring donations to the Round Desk or 
Michaela’s office through Palm Sunday. Youth 
will be stuffing 1,000 eggs on Palm Sunday! 

REGISTRATION FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL 
SUMMER TRIP TO FLAGSTAFF IS DUE BY 
APRIL 1ST! 
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***We are in a brand new year – 2023 – and that means we need new Youth Permission 
Forms filled out. Please follow this link to fill out a new form:  
https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/form/073c89dc-646d-4974-97e8-521fab42988e  

Sign up here to have the Children’s and Youth Newsletter emailed to you.  
    https://mailchi.mp/flccs/childrens-youth-newsletter 

WHAT ARE THE YOUTH TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK? 
 

This Sunday, there will be Service Learning in the Youth Center for grades 6 - 12 at 9:30 a.m. We need 
all hands on deck to stuff eggs for our Easter Basket Ministry. Our Middle Schoolers will have youth 
group at 11 a.m. in the Youth Center; we will be discussing Jesus healing. On Wednesday, March 15, 
Middle Schoolers will be playing games and sharing life experiences, and the Confirmation students 
will be discussing how our faith impacts our relationship with God. 

RECRUITING FOR CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

It’s Recruiting Season for the Children’s and Youth Ministry. You might have received an email from 
Michaela Eskew, our Minister of Faith Formation, asking you to lead and serve in the ministry this 
year. Please prayerfully consider these roles. Our ministry is thriving, and it is because of the many 
hands that help walk alongside our children, youth, and help plan our outreach events. Every volun-
teer role is important. The teachers and small group leaders, the behind the scenes workers, the ma-
jor event planners, and the retreat events and chaperones all make this ministry run smoothly and 
continue to help First Lutheran reach new families! 

https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/form/073c89dc-646d-4974-97e8-521fab42988e
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BECOME INVOLVED 
EASTER BASKETS FOR EL PASO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
 

First Lutheran plans to prepare 250-300 Easter bas-
kets for disadvantaged children in El Paso County. To 
do this, we need candy, supplies and volunteers! 
 

Candy to Fill Plastic Eggs 
Jellybeans 
Life savers 

 
Individually wrapped 

Easter Candy 
Fruit snacks 
Cookies 
Crackers 

 
Supplies 

Easter baskets or pails (6”-8” diameter) 
Easter grass 
Small books – especially soft bound 
Activity books 
Sticker books 
Coloring books with crayons 
Rubber or foam balls less than 5” diameter 
Easter stickers 
Small toys or games 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING 

Plastic unfilled eggs 
Stuffed animals (we have plenty for this year) 
Ribbon 
Bubble solutions 
Pencils 
Spiral notebooks 
Marker pens 

 
We will be preparing the Easter Baskets on Sunday, 
March 26 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday, March 27 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and if we haven’t finished on 
Tuesday, March 28 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. You can sign 
up here to help: https://bit.ly/40zXUdI 

TUTORS FOR SAND CREEK  
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL NEEDED! 
 

Sand Creek is looking for people who are  
available during the day to tutor some of their 
students. They are primarily looking for people 
to sit with students and facilitate “sight read-
ing” flashcards or work on basic math skills 
(add, subtract, multiply, and divide). If you are 
interested, email cheryl@flccs.net and she will 
have Sand Creek contact you.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP  
SEXTONS SET-UP 
OUR MINISTRIES ARE GROWING! 
 

There are various meetings that take place each 
week on our First Lutheran campus. Some are 
for our small groups, Bible studies, adult semi-
nar, etc. Some are for non-profits that use the 
Peel House. This means that our sextons are 
setting up tables and chairs, tearing them 
down to set them up in a different location 
over and over again, all week long. If you are 
available during the week to help with some of 
these set ups/tear downs, we’d like to have you 
join our Property Committee. Please email 
cheryl@flccs.net if you are interested in  
helping. 

https://bit.ly/40zXUdI
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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                   Volunteers Needed on April 29 to 
                Support Sand Creek International 
 
            First Lutheran partners with Sand Creek K-8 school. It is an   
           established neighborhood school that has a strong partnership with the  
          community. The teachers and staff strive to ensure continuous improvement in  
       student achievement through a safe and positive learning environment. Sand Creek    
      would like 18 volunteers to paint murals and playground games on the blacktop located in  
     the front of the school building and on the playground of the building. Volunteers must be 11   
  years or older, minors are required to have parental supervision. Please wear comfortable work 
clothes that you don't mind getting paint on. Please wear layers appropriate for the weather. Register 
here: http://bit.ly/3KM5YCE 

WOODCARVERS’ SMALL GROUP 
 

The First Lutheran Wood Carvers is a group formed approximately 5 
years ago for people interested in the creative art of wood craftsman-
ship.  Pictured below are (from left – Clark Gaddie, Tom Mellott – 
group organizer, and Dave Johnson).  Members Jerry Branesky and 

Paul Steinke are currently seeking sunshine and warmer temperatures, but they will return soon. Tom 
is an accomplished carver who has been whittling since he was a Boy Scout, returning to the hobby in 
recent years.  Clark and Dave have taken the art up more recently.  As Dave says, “I never really thought 
of myself as a creative person, but I’ve found this work to be challenging and satisfying.”   
Carving involves some planning as to scale and type of wood used, and is often referred to as a form of 
sculpture.  It can be totally absorbing work, allowing for a peaceful mindset. An important part of the 
Carvers’ work is the production of the Caring Birds. These are sometimes 
put in the packages given by the Christian Caregiving Ministry to members 
of the congregation facing serious loss or illness, and they are personal keep-
sakes treasured by their recipients. 
Anyone who is interested in learning or expanding their skills in wood carv-
ing (young or old, male or female!) is encouraged to join the group, which 
meets on Wednesday evenings from 7—9 p.m. in the downstairs Sunday 
School room known appropriately as Joseph’s Workshop.  There are some 
tools and pointers available for any beginners, and, as Tom says, “any project that doesn’t turn out 
quite as intended can always be used as decorative firewood!”  

https://www.hsd2.org/Domain/15
http://bit.ly/3KM5YCE
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

JOIN US FOR A SPRING SESSION OF 
“CRAFTING AROUND” 
 

This group will meet on select Tuesday  
mornings at 9:30 a.m. You can sign up for one, a 
few, or all projects offered! Fee: $5 per project, 
only $15 for all three!  
 

Schedule: 
Apr 11 - Tempered Glass & Epoxy        
    Trays (Glueing) 
Apr 18 - Tempered Glass & Epoxy         
    Trays (Grouting) 
Apr 25: Tempered Glass & Epoxy Trays (Epoxy) 
 
Register here: http://bit.ly/3kuYTvm 

SPRUCE UP THE CHILDCARE  
CENTER 
 

We have many visitors attend worship at First 
Lutheran on Easter Sunday and our childcare 
center is full all morning long. We’d like to wel-
come our visiting families with a bright, cheerful 
childcare facility. Many toys are broken, books 
are worn out, puzzles are missing pieces, etc. 
We’d like to have an In-Gathering of NEW toys 
between now and Palm Sunday. Toys and books 
should be appropriate for children aged 0-5. Be 
sure to check the age level on the package. Baby 
dolls would also be appreciated. These items will 
be collected in the Gathering Place. 
 
We would also like to paint the childcare rooms. 
We are looking to prep and prime on Friday, 
March 24 and paint on Saturday, March 25. Please 
contact cheryl@flccs.net if you can help in this way. 

LIZ KOCHIS – MUSIC THERAPY PRESENTATION 
Thursday, March 30, 2023, 11 a.m. Potluck Lunch, 11:45 a.m. Presentation 
Peel House Parlor 
Sign-Up deadline Tuesday, March 28 
 
Please join the OWLs group to welcome Music Therapist, Liz Kochis, MM, MTBC, NMT for a presenta-
tion and an in-depth discussion on what music therapy is and what it isn’t and the history of music 
therapy,  with whom and how it is used in healing and care settings, how our brains are wired for mu-
sic and why it is required for a healthy brain, how we can all add music to optimize all aspects of health, 
a preview of a soon-to-start music therapy group at First Lutheran Church & how we can experience a 
hands-on presentation and can be as interactive and participatory as a person likes. 
Please sign-up using the following link http://bit.ly/3J2umii or feel free to call the church at       
                                          719.632.8836. 

http://bit.ly/3kuYTvm
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
http://bit.ly/3J2umii
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
7 P.M., FIRESIDE ROOM 
 

APRIL 5 
 

Bestselling author Louise Penny introduces us to 
Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surêté du 
Québec in her first book, Still Life. Chief 
Inspector Armand Gamache and his team of 
investigators are called into the scene of a 
suspicious death in a rural village south of 
Montreal.  
 

MAY 3 
 

In The Storyteller,  Jodi Picoult weaves together 
several different narratives, delving into 
complex power dynamics and exploring themes 
of forgiveness, morality, and freedom of choice 
through the relationship between Sage Singer, 
the 25-year-old granddaughter of a Holocaust 
survivor, and Josef Weber, a former SS officer 
who turns to Sage to carry out his euthanasia.   

THE LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES 
REFUGEE & ASYLEE PROGRAM  
 
The Lutheran Family Services Refugee & Asylee 
Program in Colorado Springs is preparing for 
four new refugee families to arrive in the next 
month!  Help us ensure that our new neighbors 
have everything they need to start their new 
lives in Colorado Springs.  

  
NEW OR GENTLY-USED ITEMS NEEDED FOR NEW 
REFUGEE FAMILIES: 
• Dressers (at least 3 drawers) 
• Comforters (twin or full size) 
• Adult-sized bicycles and/or bicycle accesso-

ries (helmets, bike locks) 
• Couches (will need these starting late 

March/early April) 
 

We do pickups for furniture, and can occasion-
ally accept drop-offs.  Please understand that we 
are a small operation and so we are generally not 
able to pick up with short notice, and we do not 
do weekend pickups.  If you’ve got items to  
donate, please call Jason at (719) 401-3116.  

REFUGEE 101 TRAINING 
Lutheran Family Services Refugee and Asylee Program 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 6  – 8 p.m., Peel House 
 

This is the first step to volunteering with our  
refugee program in Colorado Springs. During this session you will learn about the current refugee situa-
tion, what it takes to get involved, the application process, and about advocacy. We strive to stand in  
solidarity with refugees using patience, resilience, and compassion.  
Registration is required: https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs-7/?
instance_id=4496  

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
https://www.supersummary.com/the-storyteller/major-character-analysis/#250856
https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs-7/?instance_id=4496
https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs-7/?instance_id=4496
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 

8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP & STUDY 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
7 p.m., Peel House  

Present over Perfect 
A book and study by 
Shauna Niequist 
Led by Pastor Carrie 
February 26 – April 2  
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House 
 

This year during Lent we will be focusing on 
how it is that we honor the Sabbath.  Sab-
bath rest and likely Lenten disciplines look 
different for each of us.  I invite you to  
explore this book with me, seeking to find 
paths away from frantic pushing and  
proving, the pressure to perform and produce 
more all while maintaining an image of  
perfection.  Let’s remember that God wants 
us to live as our whole selves created in God’s 
image and delight in the rest of the Sabbath  
and remember that lives soaked with grace, 
rest, silence, simplicity and connection with 
others in all a part of the plan for our  
wholeness and experience of God’s love. 
 

Come and join us for one or all of these  
sessions.  We’ll be using a video series and 
study guide that accompanies the book.  It 
would likely help you to fully immerse in 
this study to read the book, but is not  
necessary or required.  If you would like a 
book, they are $12 and available at the  
Welcome Center. 
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BAPTISM AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
Baptism is that physical moment when we 
become part of God’s family. In baptism we 
are forgiven of our sins, given the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and promised eternal life 
because of Jesus’ work on the cross. If you 
or your child would like to be baptized, we 
will be baptizing anyone who is ready to 
take that step of faith on Saturday, April 
8, as part of the Easter Vigil service. Since 
the time of the early church, the Easter 
Vigil is the traditional time for Christian 
baptisms. To participate, please contact 
Pastor Travis at pastortravis@flccs.net 
and he will invite you to an introductory 
course to schedule a baptism for that or 
another date.  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

• April 6, Maundy Thursday, 7 p.m. 
• April 7, Good Friday, 12 p.m. 
 Good Friday Family Service, 5 p.m., 
 Good Friday Tenebrae Service,  
  7 p.m. 
• April 8, Easter Vigil, 6:30 p.m. 
• April 9, Easter Sunday 
 7:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10 a.m., &  
 11:30 a.m. 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

Our congregation and the entire neighborhood have enjoyed the 
beautiful Easter cross of flowers on our sidewalk leading to the 
Sanctuary for the past two years. This is a lovely new tradition 
that we plan to continue each Easter. This year we are adding a 
new dimension to this tradition. While Easter lilies are only avail-

able in small numbers, for the second year in a row, we are unable to purchase a large 
wholesale order for the altar. Instead of members being able to purchase lilies “in memory 
of” or “in honor of” their loved ones, each $10 donation will be used to purchase various 
spring flowers for the large Easter cross displayed outside. Designations for loved ones will 
continue to be acknowledged in our Easter bulletin. Easter flower donations may be desig-
nated by going to https://bit.ly/3xJ3Q6U.  

mailto:pastortravis@flccs.net
https://bit.ly/3xJ3Q6U
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March 14 
Steve Mahon 
 
March 19 
Judy Compton 
 
March 20 
Eileen Ballas 
Karen Henderson 
Karin Kovalovsky 
Jordee Simmons 
Margie Sisson 
Jeff Zust 
 
March 21 
Blake Podczervinski 
Taleah Sipe 

March 19 
Mike & Cindy Bauer - 35 years 
 
March 21 
Mike & Anita Eckley - 51 years 
Danny & Pam Reeves - 25 years 
Linda & Gil Winter - 52 years 

March 22 
Shirley Biemesderfer 
Angela Mann 
Isaac Nehme 
Donna Watkins 
March 23 
Douglas Kohlhepp 
Paul Lindsey 
Eric Meza 
Carol Olson 
 
March 24 
Jan Booker 
Pat Vaillancourt 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Janice Baldwin 
Adam Boehm 
Joan Boehm 
Landon Bondurant 
Hub Braden 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Darin Byers 
Kathy Cavalli 
Scott, Taytum & Channing 
Cope 
Jiliana Denny 
Barbara Diem 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Lee Gross 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Ann Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Maryann Jacobsen 
Josh Jones 
Jonas Kagarise 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Nils Lindroth 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

The Benjamin Livingood 
Family 
Lori, Lynn and Family 
Dean Mackaman 
Doug Mackaman 
Tom Martin 
The Family of Anthony 
Martinez 
Jim Matthews 
Chuck McAlexander 
Pastor Pete Meese 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Owen & Family 
Perry & Lisa 
Jecelya & Julie Petersen 
The Joe Ploederer Family 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
Garnet Lindsey Rhodes 
Kathy Schroeder 
Tim Schroeder 
Ron Scott 
Sharon 
Tara Soppe 
The Richard Stanley 
family 
Gwen Stein 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
Aaron Thorson 
Cindy Thorson 

Becky & John Vaage 
Christine Welch 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Charles Zerbe 

Our prayers and condolences 
surround the family of  

  JOE PLOEDERER  
Maureen’s husband;  

Rex, Mark and Melanie’s father;  
Carla, Lori and Steve’s father-in-law; 

grandfather of nine;  
great-grandfather of nine;  

whose memorial service will be  
Friday, March 24  

here at First Lutheran.   
Time to be announced. 

(Date of death: 3/12/23) 
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Snapshots 


