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From the Pastor 

I am pleased to share the news that the Council has voted to open the Sanctuary to worship beginning April 11. 
There will, of course, be new protocols to follow as we ease our way out of the pandemic, but we feel that things 
have improved enough to allow for this step. God has protected us during this time and taught us a great deal 
about what it means to follow Him in times of hardship. I pray we will return stronger in our faith, more com-
mitted to one another and more agile in our discipleship. 
 

Here is the plan for resuming worship in the Sanctuary: 
 

Schedule:  Sundays, 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., worship only.  
 Rationale - We aren’t sure how many people will take advantage of worship or how the size of our congre-
gation has changed during the pandemic. If we find that demand is more than capacity, we will add a service. We 
won’t have education in person as it puts people in the building longer, and children and their parents are less 
likely to have received the vaccine. Sunday School and the Adult Seminar will continue online. We will also con-
tinue Wednesday Night LIGHT worship at 7 p.m. outdoors when weather allows and indoors otherwise. We will 
continue to provide online worship. 
 

Protocols:  Masks are required, 45-minute service, communion in seats, reservations required, coffee served out-
side. Cleaning between services. Singing is allowed. Bathroom use is allowed, but only one person at a time. We’ll 
have a simplified bulletin, a smaller cadre of volunteers and use the hymnal. Nursery will be staffed and held in 
the Gathering Place. 
 

Capacity:  Approximately 100. We’ll do reservations by pews. We have 34 pews and are planning to do staggered 
seating. So, individuals and couples can be on either end of every other pew and larger families can be in the cen-
ter of the other pews. No one will be seated directly in front or behind anyone else so that most people are 
properly distanced. Reservations are required, but if someone shows up without a reservation, and we have 
room, they will be allowed. 
 Rationale - Many of our members have received vaccination, and a majority will have access by the middle 
of April. We chose the week after Easter since we typically have lower attendance that Sunday and likely won ’t be 
put in a situation of turning people away. We recognize that this will be a learning experience, and we will likely 
have to make several adjustments. It’s also probably likely that at the point we figure it out, we won’t need to have 
any restrictions and can set a new regular schedule of worship.   
 

Reservations:  We will begin taking reservations next Wednesday, March 17. Reservations can be made using the 
form that will be emailed to the congregation that day or by calling the church office. 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for your patience. We are in this together and will figure it out together. I ’m so 
proud of this congregation for holding together and weathering this storm in unity. The end is in sight. May God 
bless and guide us through this next chapter and transition. 
            -Pastor Travis 



Sermon cont. p. 4 

3 LENT 2021 
JOHN 2: 13-22 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
 
It has been a year since we’ve worshiped in person inside our church building.  I hesitate to even say the words because 
it has become such a difficult place for so many of us to be. Some are certain that we should be back inside and others 
certain that we should not.  I don’t know what the right answer is exactly; I know that it is painful conversation.  But 
for me, it makes this story of Jesus in the temple one that is most timely.   
 
We are probably at least a little familiar with the story of Jesus in the temple, or Jesus cleansing the temple.  The Passo-
ver was coming near, and Jesus went to Jerusalem.  As he came upon the temple, he found that it had become a mar-
ketplace and center of commerce as so many had come to make sacrifices and preparations for Passover. So, there was 
the trading of animals and money changing taking place in the same space where people would gather to give thanks 
to God, to worship God, or at least be place that Jesus expected they had come to worship God.  Instead, what did he 
stumble upon? A place where the sacred had been overcome by sales. They had gathered to worship idols, a gathering 
that centered around money, a place that would have been welcome only to those who had enough to make a trade or 
exchange their coins for something more.  All that was going on was not only making idols of things that were not of 
God, but it was making the temple space inaccessible to those who didn’t feel that they had enough or were enough.   
 
I wonder how many times we make God inaccessible to people because they don’t feel like they have enough or the 
right things either. How often does someone feel that they don’t have the right words, or the right clothes, or the right 
background, or the right life, or that they just don’t think they are enough to ever even walk in the front door of the 
temple, let alone through the crowd, to worship and to learn about who God is in Jesus Christ and that God is for them.  
Two thousand years ago, in that temple, Jesus turned over tables and strung together a whip to clear out those who 
were not doing the work of the temple but doing the work of the economy.  He was clear that his Father’s house was 
not a marketplace, and that even a temple that took so many years to build, could be destroyed in a matter of days.  
And it’s in this declaration that Jesus tells us early on that the temple to be destroyed will be him but will be raised 
again in three days! A confusing thing to say for sure, but one that is echoed throughout John when Jesus is with his 
disciples. This is where it is a good place to recognize that John’s gospel is unique among the four gospels in that it 
places the story of Jesus clearing the temple at the beginning, rather than the end, of Jesus’ ministry. This placement 
shows how John’s gospel emphasizes that Jesus has come to replace the temple. No longer will God’s presence be con-
fined to a place, the temple, but instead, God’s presence is now embodied in the person of Jesus. Jesus welcomes all to 
him and erects no barriers or limits on who can be his follower. When we know this about Jesus from the beginning of 
his ministry, it allows us to hear the story through a bit of a different lens.  A little bit like reading the last page of a 
book first. 
 
According to John, Jesus’ body itself is the sanctuary of God’s presence, not the center of the temple which once held 
the ark of the covenant.  Jesus is not just any righteous sufferer; he is the location of God’s glory rather than the  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

temple building in which he stands. Jesus’ disruption of 
the worship practices, therefore, is God’s own cri-
tique. John focuses on Jesus’ dwelling within humanity. 
As the very first verses of John tell us “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God... 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth.” John might say that, when 
people focus too much on a physical location, they miss 
out on God’s glory standing in front of them and within 
them, and throughout humanity. 
As we walk the path to Jerusalem during Lent, we join 
crowds of pilgrims from millennia before who were 
preparing for festivals remembering God’s salvation. 
But also, we should be aware that God’s earth-
shattering Word is always in our midst. Rather than 
coming to a physical temple, or church building, we 
need instead to come to Jesus who is the temple, who is 
God with us. Worshipping in Spirit and truth wherever 
we may be, we see God’s glory by remembering God’s 
love made manifest in Jesus—even when he disrupts 
our usual plans. 
 
 And so, “Destroy this temple,” Jesus says, “and in three 
days, I will raise it up.” You hear it, and you think, 
“Huh? Who said anything about destroying the tem-
ple?” Even the people listening to Jesus are confused. 
They point out that the temple has been under con-
struction for decades. “Really, Jesus, you’re going to 
rebuild it in three days?” Even the narrator tries to help 
us all out. “He was speaking of the temple of his body,” 
John writes. “Okay” If you are a trusting reader of scrip-
ture, you are waiting for this to make sense. Right, 
you’ve taken the BASIC bible 101 class, you’ve learned all 
the tools for understanding scripture… and if you are 
suspicious reader of scripture, you’ve probably muted 
me by now or moved ahead to the hymn. 
 
The temple was the meeting place between the God of 

Israel and God’s people. Sacrifices were offered during 
religious festivals and at special times in people’s lives, 
such as in honor of a birth or in thanksgiving for a har-
vest. The temple was a holy place. It was a place where 
human life and divine blessing met. I so understand 
that, how about you?  It’s why we long for the day that 
we can meet in this Sanctuary again. It’s where we 
come together in community to receive the sacraments; 
it’s where we gather because worship is the center of 
our lives together. Friends remember that when the 
temple was destroyed, it was built again. We live in that 
hope knowing while this sanctuary has been closed, 
church has been open and God is steadfast through 
Jesus, the Word made flesh. In John’s Gospel, the body 
of Jesus is the new “holy place.” “The Word became 
flesh, and lived among us,” John writes. The incarna-
tion, the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, God’s dwelling place 
is with human beings, as a human being. Jesus baits the 
Jewish leaders: “I dare you: destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 
 
Where do our lives today intersect with the divine life?  
I hope that you have been able to spend time in our Len-
ten Journal and perhaps the practices and questions in 
there have led to you find places where the divine and 
human meet.  I encourage you to think about where 
those spaces are for you.  I know that for me, those are 
sacred spaces and ones where time seems to stand still. 
When I had my first child, Emmy, we were at the Be-
thesda Naval Hospital. It was a teaching hospital, and in 
the moments leading to her birth we had 14 people in 
the room besides my husband and me. It might be fair 
to say that I was a bit self-conscious, but as the doctor 
lifted this new life and let me have a look at her, it was a 
sacred space of the divine and the human being blessed 
with this child.  Here in Colorado, we have plenty of 
different landscapes from which to take in creation, too, 
whether in the middle of the Sand Dunes or on the top 
of a mountain on a clear dark night; I can’t help but 
wonder when the divine meets humanity in the stars 
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and universes that are so bright and so close, but that 
we’ll never touch.  I see the divine meeting my humani-
ty in the dark stillness of night.  And in my role here, in 
this past year, that has been unlike any other, I’ve seen 
the divine meet the human in new relationships, in 
Wednesday evening worship under the lights, in people 
who can’t or won’t come to the Sanctuary but have 
found the divine in the new ways that we can meet 
them where they are. 
 
Where does God meet you? Is the meeting place a 
church sanctuary filled with light?  For some I know it 
is, and I assure you we will return to that place where 
you most assuredly meet Jesus on Sunday mornings. 
For others maybe it is outside, in the mountains or next 
to the ocean, or in open space where one can see for 
miles and feel the movement of the Spirit in the air.  
Perhaps you see God in a single candle flame flickering 
in the dark or in the roaring flames of a bonfire sur-
rounded by those you love? Do you know the transcend-
ent through a piece of music, maybe listening and 
watching Eric play the organ with ease, using both 
hands and feet giving glory to God each week, bringing 
you right back to the Sanctuary or maybe it’s in a lullaby 
you sing to little ones while trying to get them to sleep? 
Maybe you recognize God most easily in the water, 
bread and wine of the Sacraments? Or you have taken 
the opportunity to worship with us outside under the 
lights and in God’s creation, finding new holy spaces 
that bring us together to hear God’s Word and share in 
the sacrament. And I hope that you too can find your 
holy place right in your own home as we worship to-
gether in the presence of God. Maybe, somedays, God is 
simply with you in holy silence. 
 
The surprise in today’s gospel reading is that Jesus tells 
us the transcendent is present in his body. The gospel 
of John makes this claim, that a human body — unique-
ly and wonderfully made, but also a lot like your body or 
mine — is the holy place of God. Jesus was not just 

“wearing” a human body like a set of clothes. He was a 
human body, as inseparable from his body as you are 
from yours. And God was inseparable from him. And 
God is inseparable from you.  You are God’s chosen 
child, and he is with you and the temple is yours. 
 
During this Lenten journey we follow the body of Jesus 
as he travels to Jerusalem.  In John’s gospel we learn of 
this cleansing of the temple and Jesus’ declaration of 
himself akin to the temple.  It’s early on that disciples 
were told the divine and the human were one in Christ.  
Both they, the disciples, and we stay with Jesus in in 
humanness throughout his ministry; we learn of his 
hands braiding rope together and driving out the ani-
mals from the temple, turning over tables and spilling 
coins. He gets on bended knee to wash the feet of his 
disciples and then he eats and drinks, breaking bread 
with them.  He goes to the garden and prays as he will 
next walk towards his own death while carrying a cross 
on his back.  He is beaten and nailed to a cross; finally, 
his remains laid in a tomb.  Then in the stories of resur-
rection he is still a body, touchable, scarred, and eating 
with his disciples again.  The temple has returned.  
Through all these events, the ones that we are leading 
into throughout Lent, the body of Jesus is the location 
of God, it is where humanity meets the divine.  Twice 
the disciples had to remember that Jesus had told them 
he would be raised from the dead, they were new to 
experiencing the mystery of God made flesh, and as 
they had more time and experience with Jesus his di-
vinity would assuredly become clearer. For us, we also 
need to remember that we live in the hope of the prom-
ise of the resurrection, and that the temple remains as 
God in Jesus Christ who is always with and in us yes-
terday, today and tomorrow.  
 
                 -Pastor Carrie 
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High School Summer Trip 

 July 18-23 

 

Say a prayer and mark your calendars!  If it is 
safe and prudent to do so we are heading to 
New Mexico to do the trip we planned for 2020.  
We’ll spend three days doing service work in 
Albuquerque with Service Learning Camps, 
then head to Las Vegas NM for three days of 
fun at Storrie Lake State Park. 
It’s going to be a week of fun activities, mean-
ingful work, and most importantly… connec-
tion! 
 
Middle  School Summer 

Trip - June 7-9 

This trip is for  7th - 9th graders and will be 
here at First Lutheran. It will include service 
opportunities and KICK team training for 
those interested as well formational experienc-
es and time just for fellowship and fun. 

Information meeting for both trips on Wednesday, 
March 17, at 6:15 p.m. before Wednesday Night 
LIGHT. 

KICK team training will be June 9 from 9:30 
a.m. -  2:30 p.m. All interested and current team 
members, mark your calendar for our summer 
training. 

March Events 

 

21 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8  
  Topic: Where is God in the world today? 
28 – Hike at Red Rocks Open Space, 1-3 p.m.  
  for grades 6-12 
  Topic: Nature is good for the soul and    
  mind. 

KICK Team Training  

June 9 from 9:30 a.m. -  2:30 p.m. All interested 
and current team members, mark your calen-
dar for our summer training. 

Middle and High School kids 

please join us for  

PIE DAY  

at First Lutheran on  
Sunday, March 14 from  

1 - 3 p.m. 
Pizza pie!       Dessert pie!       Pie a pastor! 

Topic: Infinity and Eternity 
Weather permitting, we will be outside!  
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CHILDREN’S SERMONS ONLINE 
AND LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FOR 
FAMILIES 
 

As long as we are offering Online Worship 
there will be a Children’s Message for children 
of all ages.  
During the six weeks of Lent the Children’s 
Sermons will be pulled straight from First  
Lutheran’s Lenten Devotional for Families. We 
hope you find a time during the week to watch 
these with your family. There are a lot of extra 
activities that you can do at home out of the 
devotional that go along with the children’s 
message each week. The Lenten devotional can 
be found at https://flccs.net/ministries/youth.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)  
July 11-16 from 5-8 p.m. 
 
We are moving our VBS this summer to the 
evenings. We will eat dinner together first, 
then break-off into age-appropriate groups. 
Parents are welcome to stay for their own 
spiritual formation offerings or to volunteer 
with the kids programming! We will be 
continuing the theme of the Book of Daniel 
from Kids Kamp, but you don’t have to attend 
Kids Kamp to have fun and enjoy the stories, 
music, games, and fun! Open to all students 
currently in Preschool through grade 5 . 

KIDS KAMP  
June 10, 17, and 24 from 9  a.m. - 12 p.m. 
 
Our theme this year will be the book of Daniel. 
Come to learn and play through stories, 
games, crafts and snacks. 

https://flccs.net/ministries/youth
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BECOME INVOLVED 

The Bible 101 units(7) may be found on First 
Lutheran’s YouTube channel. 

Training 

Bible Reading Plan weeks 9-12 
 
The daily readings in the coming weeks are 
going to taking us into some of Mark’s gospel 
and then back to journeying with Moses. 
Sometimes the readings will be chronological, 
sometimes they will be more focused stories, 
lessons learned, and assorted other relational 
and faith-filled adventures. We hope that you 
are finding these different passages are life-
giving, challenging, and sometimes filled with 
wonder for you!  A reminder that the Bible 101 
class will be ending the last week of February 
(but is still available to view on YouTube) and 
that our BASIC training continues through 
Lent with the Adoration Journal. Thanks to all 
for engaging in this opportunity with us, we 
love to share in conversation on Facebook and 
in the Bible 101 class. We hope that you are 
enjoying it too! 
 
Week 9: Amazing Power of Life (beginning 
February 26) 
56 Philemon 1 Promote Knowledge of Good 
57 Mark 1: 1-11 Prepare the Way 
58 Mark 1: 14-45 Jesus Came Preaching 
59 Mark 4: 1-29 The Sower and the Seeds 
60 Mark 5: 1-43 Healing the Hurting 
61 Mark 6: 30-56 Feeding the Multitudes 
62 Mark 7:14-37 Cleansing the Evil Within 

Reading Plan, cont. 
 
Week 10: Power in the Gospel 
63 Mark 8: 27- 9:1 Cost of Discipleship 
64 Mark 9: 2-13 Jesus, Son of God 
65 Mark 10: 1-16 Blessings of Marriage 
66 Mark 11: 12-25 Cleansing God’s House 
67 Mark 12: 28-44 The Great Commandment 
68 Mark 14: 12-31 The Last Supper 
69 Mark 16: 1-8 The First Easter 
 
Week 11: A Man named Moses 
70 Exodus 1: 6-16, 2: 1-10 Moses Is Saved 
71 Exodus 3: 1-12 God Calls Moses 
72 Exodus 4: 1-18 The Reluctant Leader 
73 Exodus 7: 14-25 Struggle with Pharaoh 
74 Exodus 9: 1-35 Terrible Plagues 
75 Exodus 12: 1-32 The First Passover 
76 Exodus 13: 17-22; 14: 5-9, 15-31 Free! 
 
Week 12: Struggles in the Wilderness 
77 Hebrews 11: 23-27 Moses’ Faith 
78 Exodus 16: 2-26 Wilderness Food 
79 Exodus 18: 1-23 Jethro’s Advice 
80 Exodus 19: 17-20:17 Ten Commandments 
81 Exodus 32: 1-20 The Golden Calf 
82 Exodus 33: 12-34: 10 Tables of the Law 
83 Deuteronomy 6: 1-15 Moses’ Instruction 
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THE BOOK OF 
ECCLESIASTES 
PODCAST 
 

February 15 - March 29 

Uploaded to the website every Monday (flccs.net) 
 

This spring, we will be diving into the Wisdom 
Literature of the Hebrew Bible. I can’t think of a 
better book in which to find comfort and solace 
during this Lent than the book that brought us: 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under the heavens.” Let us explore 
in depth the wisdom that has lasted centuries 
and still rings true for us today. 
 

The Book of Acts podcast may be found at https://
flccs.net/ministries/adult-education.  

CREATED AND CREATING:  
A LENTEN JOURNEY THROUGH  
ARTISTIC SPIRITUAL PRACTICES  
  

Led by Michaela Eskew 
Through March 28 

 

You are created in the image of a creator! That 
means that you have the innate gift to create. 
Whether you know these talents already or you 
are just an admirer of other’s beautiful crea-
tions, I encourage you to join us this Lenten 
season to try out some creative spiritual prac-
tices.  
You can find us on the following Zoom ID: 843 
6443 9242.  
  
 Whether you feel comfortable to join us via 
Zoom or not, I encourage you to explore the 
following spiritual practices this Lenten sea-
son. 
  
March 14    Creative Writing 
March 21    Clay Modeling with Jazz 
       Accompaniment 
March 28    Lutheran Rosary 
  

Although most of these classes use materials 
that you will have in your home, the final two 
classes do require extra materials (clay, beads, 
string). If you would like to be provided with 
these materials before the Zoom classes on 
March 21and 28 please email Michaela Eskew at 
michaela@flccs.net. 
  

CORONA VIRUS SENIOR  
SUPPORT GROUP  
 

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNW
Zsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing security, 
so you need this)  Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
mailto:michaela@flccs.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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ON THE BRINK   March 3, 2021, Joshua 24 

Today we start a new 
series as we return to 
Wednesday worship. 
We’re calling it On the 
Brink, Stories from the 
Edge. The idea is to look 
through scripture for 
those moments of sig-

nificant transition. Times when Israel or an individual 
was on the brink of something new. What can we learn 
from scripture about these times of great transition?  
 
We are on the brink now as the pandemic comes to a 
close, and we anticipate opening the building again. We 
know that things have changed; there is no going back 
to normal or the way it was. There’s too much water 
under the bridge for that and we’ve experienced too 
much, learned too much. 
When we return to indoor worship and see our whole 
congregation face to face again it won’t be the same 
congregation. People have died, people have left, new 
people have joined, babies have been born. 
And we’ve all been changed in ways that will take years 
to fully be revealed. We’ve undergone something to-
gether but also independently. And it will take some 
time to fully realize how it has affected us. My wife is 
now fully vaccinated, and she was sharing with me that 
when she was at the gym someone started working out 
next to her. Even though she was fully vaccinated, she 
still felt discomfort, even as she told herself it was ok. 
We’ve been through a lot, and it’s taken a toll. We will 
need to be intentional about thinking through and 
naming the ways we’ve been changed.  
 
Today, we turn to Joshua on the brink of new life in the 
promised land to learn a bit on how to move into some-
thing new. Joshua and Israel had been through a lot 
together. Just think a bit about their history. Joshua, the 
son of Nun, was sent by Moses along with eleven other 
spies 40 years prior to go scope out the promised land. 
When they returned, only he and Caleb were confident 
they could take the land. They had faith when the other 
ten were fearful. Joshua was outvoted, and the result 
was 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. Do you 
know how hard it must have been to be outvoted on 

such a significant issue and yet stay with your people? 
Not only did Joshua stay, but he became a warrior and 
leader for the nation of Israel. When they came against 
enemies, it was Joshua in the trenches leading the 
charge. When they crossed over into the promised land 
and faced formidable foes who outnumbered them, it 
was Joshua who led them to victory after victory. Yet 
Joshua never took credit, he always gave that to God, 
knowing that any victory they achieved was by God’s 
grace.  
 
Joshua led Israel into battle, into war. I wonder how 
many friends Joshua lost in those battles. I wonder how 
many wounded veterans were in the crowd that gath-
ered to hear Joshua’s last speech before he died? That’s 
when this speech takes place. Joshua was very old. The 
battles had been won, although more would be fought. 
Joshua had led Israel over the Jordan into the promised 
land and fought to subdue it. He then divvied up the 
land among the tribes, casting lots, deciding the future 
of families and nations. But then, before they are too 
settled in this new land and before the memories of the 
wilderness had faded, Joshua gathers all the tribes be-
fore him for some final instructions. Some “on the 
brink” instructions before he dies. What would you tell 
a people who had been through so much together? 
What would you want them to remember? What points 
would you press home? Joshua has a long memory and 
what he wants Israel to know is all the ways God was 
there for them. He takes them back all the way to Abra-
ham, before the wars, before Jericho, before the quail 
and manna, before the spy adventure, before the red 
sea, before the 400 years of slavery, before Jacob and 
Isaac. All the way back to that moment when Abraham 
was called out of the blue by God and led to the prom-
ised land. 
 
Then step by step Joshua tells the history of how God 
gave the promised land, rescued them from Egypt, 
parted the seas, fed them from heaven, gave them victo-
ry over opponents and restored them to the Promised 
Land. I can see them nodding their heads, especially as 
he recounted the things they had personally experi-
enced. “Remember crossing the Jordan river and God 
piled up the water on one side so we could cross over? 
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Remember looking at the walls of Jericho and thinking 
we didn’t have a chance? Remember marching around 
the whole city while they jeered at us and attacked us? 
Remember when God brought the walls down at the 
sound of the trumpets?” I imagine mothers and fathers 
taking their sons and daughters by the shoulders as 
Joshua talked, urging them to pay attention. It must 
have been a stirring speech because when Joshua 
comes to the end, comes to the point he wants to press 
home, the crowd shouted in response. Joshua asks 
them to choose this day, “whom you will serve”, know-
ing the temptations all around them to serve other 
gods. “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” 
And the crowd responds in kind, “We will too.” Even 
when Joshua casts doubt on their acclamation, saying 
they are unable to serve the Holy God, and he will sure-
ly punish them if they go after false gods. They shout 
again, “NO, we will serve the Lord.” And they do for a 
generation or so as they make their home in the prom-
ised land. They serve God for awhile but then their chil-
dren forget, and their children’s children go their own 
way.  
 
That’s why it’s so important to tell the story, to retell the 
history of God. And so, I wonder as we are on the brink 
now, ready to move out of pandemic life into some-
thing new. What do we want to remember? What story 
will we tell? What do we want our kids and our grand-
kids and all those who come after us to remember? It 
was a year ago when we moved online, before we even 
moved outdoors, and I was full of fear. I worried that 
people would stop giving and that we would have to 
downsize staff. I imagined the conversations I would 
be having to tell people that we couldn’t pay them any-
more. I worried about our outreach partners, that we 
wouldn’t be able to support them anymore. Could we 
continue to feed the hungry, house the homeless, foster 
children? But then week after week, like manna from 
heaven, you continued to give and support this minis-
try. God provided. I want to remember that, how God 
provided for us when things were bleak. I want to re-
member how the people at First Lutheran were faithful 
and supportive during the darkest night. I want to re-
member that we were able to worship without a sanctu-
ary or pews. Hundreds of faithful members of First 
Lutheran have worshipped in their homes, on their 

decks, in their bathrobes and pajamas with coffee in 
their hands. When someone complains about the color 
of the carpet in the Sanctuary or their pew has been 
taken by a guest, I want us to tell the story about the 
time we worshipped outside of the four walls of the 
Sanctuary. How we were still moved by the gospel and 
touched by the music when the pandemic kept us at 
home. I want us to remember that God was working, 
that the Spirit was active. Talk about the new members 
who joined our church and still haven’t been inside the 
walls of the Sanctuary. Talk about the people who 
found us online, the Selleck family in Maine, Thim Liu 
in Malaysia, Russ and Donna in Florida. Tell the story 
of our homebound members who rejoiced at the oppor-
tunity to return to worship through online services. 
Tell the story of how our people came together as a 
congregation to baptize, confirm, marry and bury, all 
without the building that can so easily become an idol, 
so that when we have the building back, future genera-
tions never confuse the building with the church.  
 
People of God, we have been through something to-
gether and we will bear the scars for the rest of our 
lives. The scars of isolation, the scars of fear.  The grief 
over the ones we’ve lost, especially those who died from 
Covid. Let’s never forget Dennis Kruse or Don Niles. 
Even as recently as last week we mourn with Darrel 
Shafer who lost his mother to Covid. We will bear the 
scars of the political division during last year that took 
its toll on our unity, and we lost a few friends in that 
conflict. I pray those scars and this shared experience 
will strengthen us for the days ahead. Soon this time 
will be behind us and the old temptations will return. 
But let’s tell the stories of God’s faithfulness. Let’s re-
mind each other, not only of the hardships but of the 
way we got through it together. Let’s be like Joshua and 
commit ourselves to the Lord and charge others to do 
the same. We are still in this, but not for much longer. 
We are on the brink, not of returning to normal, but of 
entering something new. Choose today how you will 
come out on the other side. Choose this day whom you 
will serve. As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord. 
Amen? 
               -Pastor Travis 
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection card 
after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in the 
church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP  

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are coming for any  
service by signing up on the Connection card, 
emailing Cheryl, cheryl@flccs.net, or by calling 
the church office at 719.632.8836. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Sunday, February 28, 2021 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income $374,083.57 
 

Year to Date Income   $324,498.00 
 

Amount Ahead for the year                ($ 49,585.57)
  
 

BENEVOLENCE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN FEBRUARY 
 

Rocky Mountain Synod/ELCA Mission Support 
         $7,208.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod Missionaries    $3,000.00 
Family Promise       $   931.00 
Habitat for Humanity      $   668.00 
Hanifen Center/Soup Kitchen     $ 1,109.00 
Mission Medical Center      $   837.00 
Mosaic        $   345.00 
Open Bible Pharmacy      $   855.00 
Rainbow Trail Camp       $   767.00  
 
TOTAL BENEVOLENCE IN FEBRUARY   $15,720.00

Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

The online service is sent to your email each 
Sunday morning. You may also find it on our 
YouTube channel, First Lutheran Church 
Colorado Springs.  
 

You may also watch it on Facebook at  
9 a.m. each Sunday with our First Lutheran 
Facebook group.  
 

See the front page for the schedule of on-the-
lawn worship times. 
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SCHEDULE FOR OUTDOOR 

SERVICES  

Wednesdays - Noon - March 10, 17 and 24  

 Sermon Series: On the Brink, Stories 

 from the Edge of Something New  

 

Wednesday Night LIGHT - 7 p.m.  

 March 10, 17 and 24  

 Sermon Series: Key Lutheran Beliefs 

  

Sundays at 11 a.m.  

 Worship and sermon will be live and 

 mirror the online service  

 

Maundy Thursday - April 1  

 Noon & 

 7 p.m. (for First Communicants and 

 their families; livestreamed on 

 YouTube) 

 

Good Friday - April 2 

 Noon and 7 p.m.  

 

Easter Sunday - April 4 

 8, 9, 10 and 11 a.m.  

 

Holy Communion will be served at each 

service. 

 

All these services will take place on the 

lawn, weather permitting. 

LABYRINTH 
 
There is now a labyrinth on the 
left side of the front lawn of First 

Lutheran. It is made of rope and secured with 
lawn pegs. It will be there until Saturday, April 
3. It is open to anyone who wants to use it! 

Tote Bag Ministry  
 

Looking for volunteers that like to sew.  
Please email cheryl@flccs.net if you are inter-
ested. 

YOUTH HANDBELLS ARE BACK! 
COME RING 

SUNDAYS, APRIL 11 - MAY 16, 4 P.M. 
 

Calling all youth in grades 2-8. You are invited to 
come ring handbells for a six-week session. This 
is for returning ringers, as well as those who 
would like to learn how to ring. Youth will be 
divided into groups by grade level. Masks must 
be worn, and social distancing will be observed.  
It is fun to ring bells and fun to make music to-
gether with other ringers. Come be part of our 
youth handbell program. Please signup by  
Friday, April 9, by emailing joan@flccs.net. 

BECOME INVOLVED 
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group: 

March 14 
Steve Brown 
Eve Koger 
Steve Mahon 
Janet McDougall 
 
March 15 
Eli Coupas 
Erik Fredell 
Chris Lieber 
Sam Smith 
 
March 16 
Erna Haring 
Katherine Jarmusz 
Myrna Smith 
Mark Weeks 
 
March 17 
Cary Dannelly 
Lydia Hurcomb 
Michael Mangin 
Wilma Nicolaisen 
Connie Ramaglia 
Emma Lou Skiffington 
Hannah Stokes 
Andrew Van Kampen 
Mary Vickers 

March 18 
Amber Auen 
Judy Bogard 
Steven Dewey 
Joe Dixon 
Terry Hjelkrem 
Andy Peel 
Linda Sommervold 
Frank Yellico 
 
March 19 
Judy Compton 
Lisa Dufaud 
Jennifer Grimes 
Ron Johnson 
Joshua Jones 
 
March 20 
Eileen Ballas 
Karen Henderson 
Anna Hron 
Karin Kovalovsky 
Bonnie Shepherd 
Jordane Simmons 
Margie Sisson 
Mariejo Truex 
Jeffrey Zust 

March 14 
Skip & Judy Robinson - 57 years 
 
March 15 
Darren & Jennifer Halla - 18 years 
 
March 16 
Bonnie & Harold Appell - 23 years 
 
March 17 
David & Judy Bondurant - 48 years 
Marlies & Lee Gross - 60 years 
 
March 19 
Michael & Cindy Bauer - 33 years 
 
March 20 
Curtiss & Sharon Dorr - 28 years 
 

Happy birthday  
to  

Emma Lou Skiffington  
who will  be 90  

on March 17 
and to 

Wilma Nicolaisen 
who will be 91 
on March 17. 

Congratulations! 
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Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Doug Auten 
Janice Baldwin 
Lynn Bennett 
Jacque Bokelman 
Lisa Bowker 
Jerry Brunet 
Eugene Burkland 
Sharla & Sonny Campbell 
Doris Cartwright 
Dianna Cress 
Leonard Cress 
Leslie Crowley 
Stetson Davis 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Gianna DiStefano 
Lola Dixon 
Donna Goodrum 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Katherine Greene 
Lee Gross 
Cheryl Haver 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron & Chris Huston 
Marie Johnson 

Josh Jones 
Jack & Dottie Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
Frank Kozak 
Peter Mahler 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremia 
Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Arlene Nile 
Sam Norton 
Betsy Plante 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Bob Sandall 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Shay 
Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
Elizabeth Stowell 
The Swearingen Family 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
Adrienne Wilkinson 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

GLORIA WEEKS 
Jack Week’s wife;  

Mark Week’s mother;  
Susan’s mother-in-law;  
grandmother of four;  

great-grandmother of many. 
 A service will be held at a later date. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Monday - Friday.  
Devotionals for March, April, and May 
are available by either of the alley doors. 

Remember:   

 This coming Sunday, 

March 14, is Daylight 

Saving Time. Set your 

clocks ahead one hour. 



16  

 

 

See how the outside of the elevator is coming along! 

Steps from the second floor to the attic. Just  
behind this view will be the elevator.  

Looking down from the attic. The area of sunlight  
seen below will be the elevator access for the  
second floor.  


