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Created and Creating:  
   A Lenten Journey through Artistic    
       Spiritual Practices  
 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
February 21 - March 28 

 

You are created in the image of a creator! That means that you have the innate gift 
to create. Whether you know these talents already or you are just an admirer of  
other’s beautiful creations, I encourage you to join us this Lenten season to try out 
some creative spiritual practices. In our very first session, Sunday, February 21, at 
10:30 a.m., MST, we will be using the sand mandala kit (in your Lenten bag).  
You can find us on the following zoom ID: 843 6443 9242.  
 
 

Whether you feel comfortable to join us via Zoom or not, I encourage you to explore 
the following spiritual practices this Lenten season. 
 

February 21   Sand Mandalas 
February 28   Creating a Labyrinth on the First Lutheran Lawn (no Zoom) 
March 7     Paper Cut-Outs 
March 14    Creative Writing 
March 21    Clay modeling with Jazz accompaniment 
March 28     Lutheran Rosary 
 
 

Although most of these classes use materials that you will have in your home, the final 
two classes do require extra materials (clay, beads, string). If you would like to be pro-
vided with these materials before the zoom classes on March 21and 28 please email 
Michaela Eskew at michaela@flccs.net. 

mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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From the Pastor 

I used to love the tv show, The A Team. I always identified with Hannibal who at the completion of 
whatever crazy thing they were doing would say - with a cigar in his black gloved hands- “I love it when 
a plan comes together.” I feel like I’m on the A team now with the staff at First Lutheran. Can I just take 
some time in this weekly column to say how grateful I am for each one of them. 
It has been a crazy year, but this team of servants has come together time and time again for the sake 
of God’s mission here. This last week was no exception with the design, creation and distribution of 
the Lenten bags. Each member of the staff played a part and it was such a delight to see it all come to-
gether on the coldest day of the year last Sunday. And our newest Team member, Cheryl Mahon, went 
above and beyond creating efficient routes that were all on the way home for our amazing volunteers.  
The team is hard at work for all the things happening during Lent with one eye on the possibilities of 
reopening the Sanctuary sometime after Easter. Every Tuesday we meet and go around the table to 
share what we are working on. I am amazed at how hard each one of them works on your behalf. They 
are zooming, writing, planning, teaching, preaching, playing, editing, rehearsing, printing, mailing, 
answering calls and emails all for you. They love their job, and they love you so much.  
We are all in this together and it brings me such joy to be on a team of people who get that. Please join 
me in saying thank you to the wonderful staff at First Lutheran! 
 
                                       -Pastor Travis 



Sermon cont. p. 4 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021 
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY/
VALENTINE’S DAY 

I want you to think about the last time you were out of your depth. When was the last time you tried 
something that challenged you, that you didn’t know how to do? Something that made you wonder if 
you had bitten off more than you could chew? It’s not a position we adults put ourselves in very of-
ten. We don’t like feeling insecure and vulnerable; we don’t like that feeling of not knowing. It’s un-
comfortable and many of us believe the myth that part of being an adult means knowing stuff. Too 
often we quit trying new things just to avoid that feeling of not knowing.  
 
I was tempted many times this week to quit---not the ministry but my hobby of woodworking. In my 
garage I’m usually building something. I got into woodworking several years ago and it constantly 
puts me in that position of feeling out of my depth. I had asked for and received a jig to make dove-
tails for Christmas. Now, a month later, I opened the thing up and realized I had no idea how to use 
it. I have a router, but the jig required an adapter for my router that I didn’t even know existed. I got 
the dovetail bit stuck in the router and spent an hour trying to get it out without cutting myself, 
swearing or throwing things- it was close. And during the whole experience I have this voice in my 
head saying, “Travis, what do you think you’re doing? This is way beyond you, you can’t do this, stick 
to preaching.” But I’ve never built a drawer before and it turns out a lot of furniture, including the 
nightstands I’m building, require drawers. So, I’m pressing ahead and to do that I left my garage, sat 
down in front of my TV and pulled up YouTube videos about my router, my jig and how to make 
drawers. The guy on the video made it seem so easy, nothing like my experience wrestling tools in 
the garage.  
 
I imagine many of us have felt out of our depth during this pandemic. We’ve all had to try and learn 
new things or at least we’ve been given the opportunity to try and learn. Some of us have taken those 
opportunities; I imagine others have said “no thanks”. I remember when we first started videotaping 
these services, and all of us were trying to figure it out. Where do we stand?  What to do we wear? 
Where do we look? What lighting is good? What equipment do we need? What parts of the liturgy 
should we include? What works on video that doesn’t work in person? What do we typically do that 
just won’t translate to a digital service? It has been quite the learning experience for a group of 
adults who were very comfortable doing the same thing every Sunday morning for worship, but 
we’ve pressed on and we’ve learned. I’m so proud of our staff and actually those early days of asking 
questions and feeling uncomfortable and incompetent have brought us closer together as a team.  
 
I imagine Peter and James and John felt pretty uncomfortable and incompetent when they saw Jesus 
transfigured on top of the mountain. Actually, I imagine that being Jesus’ disciple was often like this. 
The disciples were young men, they were following Jesus and regularly witnessed miracles and 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

They saw food miraculously multiplied and Je-
sus calming storms and casting out demons. 
Storytelling and parables that entertained and 
challenged the powerful and changed lives. Can 
you imagine what it would have been like to 
walk with Jesus during his short life? And they 
weren’t just spectators; they were disciples, 
learners, students. Meaning they were sup-
posed to figure out what Jesus was doing so 
they could imitate him and do the things that 
He did. That’s what it means to be a disciple, 
learn from your master and imitate him. So, 
imagine being Peter and being invited by Jesus 
to go up the mountain to pray. Not everyone is 
invited so already you’re feeling special. It’s like 
when your boss gives you a project and you feel 
the confidence she has in you and you want to 
do a good job and prove that she was right to 
believe in you. 
 
Mountain tops hold a special place in our imag-
ination even to this day. Arriving at the top is 
often a spiritual experience as all of a sudden 
you can see for a hundred miles. I always feel 
like shouting when I’m on a mountaintop, like 
the guy did on the Titanic, “I’m the King of the 
World!” In the ancient world mountain tops are 
where the gods lived. Think of Greece and the 
myths around Mount Olympus, and here Peter 
and his pals arrive at the top and see something 
they had only ever imagined. A great transfig-
uration where the ordinary clothes of Jesus be-
come heavenly and shine with an otherworldly 
light. And two other figures, while not gods, are 
the great heroes of the Jewish faith represent-
ing the Law and the prophets. Moses and Eli-
jah, powerful faith leaders who confronted evil 
kings, worked miracles and led people to faith 
in the One True God. 

Jesus begins to talk with these great leaders 
and Peter must have felt out of his depth 
watching and trying to figure it out, trying to 
learn, trying to live up to Jesus’ expectation. He 
has a pretty small view of himself, though. He 
imagines that Jesus has brought him and 
James and John up the mountain to do the 
heavy lifting, the manual labor. He jumps to 
the conclusion that Jesus must want them 
there to build some shelters. “Maybe this is the 
Kingdom come that Jesus was talking about. 
Maybe we’ll set up camp here and people will 
climb this mountain to speak with Jesus, Moses 
and Elijah. Maybe our job will be to usher peo-
ple in and play bouncer if things get out of 
hand.” So, Peter offers to get started, “Let us 
build three shelters, one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” He’s clearly out of his 
depth, but I don’t think we should give him too 
a hard time; at least he’s trying � .  What hap-
pens next, though, is the lesson we all need to 
learn. The cloud of God envelopes them the 
same way God appeared to Moses on Mount 
Sinai and similar to what Elijah experienced at 
the mouth of the cave. The voice of God tells 
Peter exactly what a disciple needs to know and 
do when they are out of their depth, “This is my 
son, the beloved, listen to him.” 
 
Jesus is God’s son. Jesus is loved by God. We 
need to listen to Jesus.  Here’s the thing about 
being a disciple, we will always be out of our 
depth. Followers of Jesus get into trouble when 
we think we’ve got Jesus all figured out. If we 
ever think we know better than Jesus, that we 
can go it alone, you can bet we’re headed for 
trouble. You may not want to hear this today, 
but if you follow Jesus, you will always be un-
comfortable. You will have to become friends 
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with that feeling  of being out of your depth, of 
not knowing, of being insecure. But you will also 
need to learn that all those feelings come when 
you rely on yourself and not on God. A disciple’s 
confidence, peace and faith come from heeding 
the word of God on the Mount of Transfigura-
tion.  
 
Listen to Jesus. Here’s the thing, if you listen to 
Jesus, you will always be out of your depth, but 
you will see amazing and incredible things be-
cause Jesus is on the move in this world, 
and his disciples get front row seats to His work 
and get to be part of it. Why would you want to 
follow someone who didn’t take you to new 
heights, who didn’t challenge you? 
 
I think about when I met my wife, Victoria. I 
was nervous about pursuing her because she 
was clearly out of my league. She was and is 
smarter than I am, more faithful than I am, and 
she’s really, really gorgeous and talented. I knew 
that if I married her, I would always feel out of 
my depth, like she might one day figure it out 
and move on. Thirteen years later, I still feel that 
she got the better end of the deal here, and I’m 
so grateful for the life we have together. By the 
way--“Happy Valentine’s Day, Tori! I love you.” 
 
Being a disciple of Jesus is kind of like marrying 
up; it’s a choice to follow someone who will al-
ways challenge you and ask you to grow and 
change. The trade-off is you get to experience 
the wonderful work of God. I think about my 
short life following Jesus and what I’ve seen. I’ve 
seen people healed, I’ve seen the hungry fed, I’ve 
seen the broken and lost and put back together 
and found. I’ve seen those who assumed their 

best life was behind them find new meaning 
and purpose. I’ve seen those who were alone 
find community. I’ve seen those who thought 
they were worthless  discover their gifts and 
rise to meet new challenges. I’ve seen people 
changed, transfigured as they follow Jesus. I’ve 
seen congregations come together to accom-
plish big dreams for the sake of God’s kingdom, 
sacrificing and serving. This is what it means to 
follow Jesus; you never settle down and there’s 
no time to get complacent. Because Jesus is al-
ways on the move, down the mountain, into the 
suffering of others, bringing healing and salva-
tion. That’s why God told Peter to pipe down. 
That’s why Jesus told him not to tell anyone un-
til after he had risen from the dead. Jesus didn’t 
come to sit on top of some mountain and have 
people come to him and worship. Jesus came to 
seek and save the lost and teach anyone who 
would follow how to do the same. It’s an adven-
ture unlike any other,  worthy of our best efforts, 
worthy of our discomfort and posture of learn-
ing. 
 
Let’s commit ourselves to learning this way of 
Jesus, opening ourselves up, trying new things. 
Let’s never pretend that our learning is over, or 
our time is up. People of God, followers of Jesus, 
give yourself over to someone way out of your 
league. Go with Jesus, learn from Him. 
Listen to God’s beloved son! 
 
                 -Pastor Travis 
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February 

 
 

18 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for   
 grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
 

21 – Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
 grades 6-8;  Topic: Life in a Hurting World 
 (MS only) 
 

25- Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for 
 grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
 

28 – Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
 grades 6-8;  Topic: Life in a Hopeful World 
 (MS only) 

Summer Camps for  
Summer 2021 

 

It’s time to register for Summer Camp!! As we 
look toward the end of this pandemic, there is 
plenty of hope that we will be able to have a fun 
and safe summer with some of our old 
traditions back again. Please notice the dates 
on the next page for the upcoming summer 
camps at Rainbow Trail and the link to register 
for these camps.   

High School Summer Trip 

 July 18-23 

 

Say a prayer and mark your calendars!  If it is 
safe and prudent to do so we are heading to 
New Mexico to do the trip we planned for 2020.  
We’ll spend three days doing service work in 
Albuquerque with Service Learning Camps, 
then head to Las Vegas NM for three days of 
fun at Storrie Lake State Park. 
It’s going to be a week of fun activities, mean-
ingful work, and most importantly… connec-
tion! 
Information meeting on Wednesday, March 17, 
at 6:15 p.m. before Wednesday Night LIGHT. 

March 

 

7 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
grades 6-8  

Topic: Proverbs 
14 -  Pie Day!! at First Lutheran. 1-3 p.m. for 
grades 6-12 
 Topic: Infinity and Eternity 
 We will be eating pizza pies, making dessert 
pies, and throwing pies in the pastor’s face! 
21 – Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
grades 6-8  

Topic: Where is God in the World to-
day? 
28 – Hike at Red Rocks Open Space, 1-3 p.m. 
for grades 6-12 
 Topic: Nature is good for the soul and mind. 
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(info as of Friday, 2/5   M=male, F=female) 
 

Intro to Camp (2-3 grade) 
                June 20-23     6M, 2F open 
                June 23-26     12M, 8F open  
                August 1-4     7M, 5F open  
Juniors (4-6 grade) 
                June 20-26     17M, 23F open  
                August 1-7     4M, 7F open  
Junior High (7-8 grade) 
                June 13-19      23M, 39F open  
                August 1-7     8M, 9F open  
Confirmation Camp** (6-8 grade) 
                June 27-July 3     Full, reserved by  
     churches, check with Michaela 
Senior High (9-12 grades) 
                July 11-17       12M open, F full 
                July 25-31       M full, 8F open  
 

Register Here! https://
rtlc.campbrainregistration.com  
Some of these dates might already have a 
waitlist. Scholarships are available to those 
that need them. Please reach out to Michaela 
Eskew at michaela@flccs.net. 

CHILDREN’S SERMONS ONLINE 
AND LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FOR 
FAMILIES 
 

As long as we are offering Online Worship 
there will be a Children’s Message for children 
of all ages.  
During the six weeks of Lent the Children’s 
Sermons will be pulled straight from First Lu-
theran’s Lenten Devotional for Families. We 
hope you find a time during the week to watch 
these with your family. There are a lot of extra 
activities that you can do at home out of the 
devotional that go along with the children’s 
message each week. The Lenten devotional can 
be found at https://flccs.net/ministries/youth.  

https://rtlc.campbrainregistration.com
https://rtlc.campbrainregistration.com
mailto:michaela@flccs.net
https://flccs.net/ministries/youth
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BECOME INVOLVED 

The Bible 101 course continues this week as part 
of our BASIC Training initiative. This is a 
weekly 30-minute video class from January 13 - 
Feb 25 giving an overview of the Bible. You’ll 
learn how the Bible came to be, why it’s 
trustworthy, what it contains and how to read it 
for spiritual growth. Participants will be 
encouraged to embark  on a yearlong Bible 
reading plan.  
 
The course will be delivered via YouTube on 
Wednesdays. Look for the link in the First 
Weekly email. We have also launched a 
Facebook group to read through the Bible 
together. In addition, Pastor Travis will lead a 
Zoom viewing and discussion of each week’s 
class on Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  
 
Here’s the link to the Zoom class: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/3085237690. You may watch 
the course on YouTube without participating in 
the Zoom viewing and discussion. 
 
 
Unit 5: Prophetic Writings 
Unit 6: The Gospels and Acts 

Training 
Reading Plan Weeks 5-8 
 
The daily readings are going to roll back to 
Genesis in the coming weeks. We will then 
continue with a reading plan that takes us 
through the bible in a year. Sometimes the 
readings will be chronological, sometimes they 
will be more focused stories, lessons learned, 
and assorted other relational and faith filled 
adventure. We wanted to share this just to be 
clear that these readings will not correspond 
with the Bible 101 class that is a part of the 
BASIC training but stand on their own as we 
learn the Bible together! 
 

Week 5: Jacob becomes Israel 
29 Genesis 25: 19-26 Isaac’s Children 
30 Genesis 25: 27-34 The Lost Birthright 
31 Genesis 27: 1-29 Jacob the Trickster 
32 Genesis 32: 22-30 Wrestling an Angel 
33 Genesis 33: 1-11 Peace Returns 
34 Psalm 105: 1-11 God’s Faithfulness 
35 Romans 9: 6-16 Children of Promise 
 

Week 6: Joseph’s Story 
36 Genesis 37: 1-11 Joseph’s Dreams 
37 Genesis 37: 12-36 Joseph Sold as Slave 
38 Genesis 39: 1-23 In Potiphar’s Service 
39 Genesis 41: 9-24 Joseph before Pharaoh 
40 Genesis 41: 25-43 Appointed to Office 
41 Genesis 42: 6-28 A Time of Famine 
42 Genesis 43: 1-34 Joseph’s Brothers 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/150510376557237
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3085237690
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3085237690
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CORONA VIRUS SENIOR  
SUPPORT GROUP  
 

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZ
sd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing security, 
so you need this)  Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
 

A CHANCE TO IMPROVE  
YOUR COMPUTER SKILLS 
 

You are invited to join the Corona Virus Senior 
Support Group (formerly, A Place to Talk) on 
Thursday, February 25 at 10 a.m. when Ann  
Titus will teach about some of the intricacies of 
using the computer program ZOOM and build-
ing a virtual background.  Please click on the 
ZOOM address above to access this presenta-
tion. If you have any questions, please call either 
Pastor Hank Maertens or Jan Anderson.   

Reading Plan, cont. 
 

Week 7: Good News, Bad News 
43 Galatians 3: 21-29 Heirs of Christ 
44 Genesis 45: 4-28 Good news for Jacob 
45 Genesis 47: 13-26 Bad News for Egypt 
46 Genesis 50: 1-16 End of an Era 
47 Romans 2: 1-16 Sinful People 
48 Romans 3: 21-31 Grace as a Gift 
49 Romans 5: 1-21 Justified by Faith 
 
Week 8: Living with Christ 
50 Romans 6: 1-11 
51 Romans 7: 14-25 Inner Conflict 
52 Romans 8: 28-39 No Separation 
53 Romans 10: 1-13 Hearts and Voices 
54 Romans 12: 1-8 Gifts that Differ 
55 Romans 12: 9-21 Marks of a Christian 

THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES PODCAST 
February 15 - March 29 

Uploaded to the website every Monday (flccs.net) 
 

This spring, we will be diving into the Wisdom Literature of the 
Hebrew Bible. I can’t think of a better book in which to find comfort and solace during this Lent 
than the book that brought us: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 
the heavens.” Let us explore in depth the wisdom that has lasted centuries and still rings true for us 
today. 
 

The Book of Acts podcast may be found at https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 16, 2021 
Isaiah 58 and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
How many of you have tried to purchase candy from a vending machine and the candy got stuck? You know that 
moment when the machine whirs and the metal coil pushes the candy forward, but right when it’s supposed to 
drop, some edge of the wrapper gets stuck. Then you have some decisions to make, do you bang on the machine? 
Do you try to reach up from the bottom? Do you dare tilt the whole thing forward? Whatever decision you make, 
it’s hard not to get angry and feel the injustice of it. You paid your money and you expected a treat and when it 
didn’t work out as planned you get mad—at least I do. 
 

It turns out that many of us believe that everything in the world  should work like a properly functioning vending 
machine. As long as we do our part, do the right thing, then we should be rewarded with a treat. If any part of 
that system doesn’t work, then we get angry and feel our anger to be justified. If people do the wrong thing and 
get rewarded, we get angry. If people do the right thing and don’t get rewarded, we get angry. No wonder there’s 
so much anger in our society these days!  
 

The trouble really comes when we take this system and apply it to our religion and to God. Too often we think of 
God like a vending machine. If I do the right things, then God will reward me. And then we come up with our list 
of what we think the right things are: go to church, pray, fast, give, read your Bible. We think of these things like 
little levers that dish out treats. But God isn’t some machine bound by the levers we pull. God isn’t going to be 
manipulated by religious displays. And we need to constantly be checking the motives behind our piety. Are we 
doing these things to please God or are we doing these things in hopes of reward? If we are doing these things in 
hopes of reward, what does that say about our relationship with God? If our relationship with God is transaction-
al, then we might as well worship a vending machine or Golden calf or some other idol. Unfortunately, this view 
of God isn’t anything new.  
In our first lesson from Isaiah 58 the people are asking God, “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble 
ourselves, but you do not notice,” to which God responds, “Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day…
such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.” 
 

God is not interested in fasting that is aimed at our benefit or to get our prayers answered. He goes on later in 
Isaiah 58 to remind us what he really cares about. God cares about people. He lays it out pretty clearly starting in 
verse 6, “Is not this the fast that I choose to loose the bond of injustice, to share your bread with the hungry, to 
bring the homeless poor into your house when you see the naked, to cover them?” And then God offers reward, 
not to individuals but to the whole nation, to the whole community. And Jesus says something similar in our Ash 
Wednesday Gospel that we read every year. 
This is almost 500 years after Isaiah and people were praying, fasting and giving in very loud, publicways, seek-
ing admiration and approval from their peers. Jesus has to remind them again that these displays of religion for 
reward are not what God wants. Instead he says when you pray- do it in secret in your home in your room, when 
you fast don’t let other people even know that’s what you’re doing, when you give, your left hand shouldn’t even 
know what your right hand is doing. Jesus is calling us to focus on treasure in heaven not the earthly rewards of 
approval and applause. Because these things should be about our relationship with God and expressing our love 
and devotion, not about what we get from them.  
 

That’s what I hope our focus is as we enter another Lenten season. Let’s focus on our relationship with God, a 
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genuine, personal relationship based on love. We are giving our members a journal this Lent to practice building 
a relationship with God through prayer, worship, and Sabbath. God wants to spend time with us. All throughout 
scripture God is described as a husband to us, the church. That’s a metaphor of relationship, and often I think 
God feels misunderstood by us. 
 

Think on that famous verse from Micah, “Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and walk humbly with your God.” Or 
from Psalm 51 assigned to this day, “For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you 
would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise.” From the very beginning when God walked in the garden with Adam and Eve there has been the 
intention of genuine relationship. Religion is meant to facilitate that relationship, not replace it. True religion 
should flow out of our love for God.  
      
James 1 says it clearly, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this; to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” God doesn’t want our religion; he wants 
our hearts. Our religion can be an aid when done correctly, to help us direct our hearts to him or help us show the 
world God’s heart. 
 

So, we come today at the beginning of Lent with the intention of performing a religious ritual that directs our 
hearts. We will take ashes mixed with oil and trace the sign of the cross on our foreheads. 
We will repeat the phrase, “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.” This ritual can be either full of 
meaning or just another empty ritual. If we do it with hopes that others will see it and remark on how religious 
we must be, then it is empty, and we’ve received our reward. But if instead we let the moment guide us as intend-
ed, it can launch us into a season of renewal. The ashes represent repentance, a turning away from false piety, 
from seeking reward, from seeing God as a vending machine in the sky. Repentance is a 180 degree turn of heart 
to acknowledge where our heart has strayed from devotion to God and commit to return to God. The words 
“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return,” are meant to humble us and reveal our need for help, for 
salvation. We are not special, or rather we should not be special. We are here for a moment; we all will die. Maybe 
of all years this year we don’t need that reminder. Death is all around us, morgues have filled to overflowing. 
Deaths in the U.S. rose 20% last year. But still we need to hear it for ourselves that we will join them one day. We 
will be buried or cremated, and our remains will turn to dust. We are not that important or at least we should not 
be that important. So, when we put the ashes on our heads, we trace them in the shape of a cross as a cry to Jesus 
for salvation. The cross reminds us of the great surprise that we are, in fact, important. We are important to God; 
we are special to God. Despite everything, God sees us and loves us and sent his son to die for us to rescue us from 
sin, death and the devil. God who created us, who walked with us in the Garden, loves us- as insignificant 
as we are- and has done everything to restore us so we could walk with Him again. 
So today we repent, and we commit ourselves to loving the Lord our God with all our heart, mind and 
soul. We repent of all the ways we’ve tried to manipulate God or get credit for our religiosity. We hum-
ble ourselves today, admitting that we need a savior and giving thanks and praise that God has loved us 
enough to send His own son, Jesus, to bring us back to God’s self. We put ashes on our heads and hope 
in Jesus. 
Amen.                                -Pastor Travis 
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection card 
after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in the 
church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP  

BENEVOLENCE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE 
IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY: 
 

Rocky Mountain Synod/ELCA Mission Support 
       $16,259.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod Missionaries   
       $2,000.00 
Family Promise     $2,100.00 
Habitat for Humanity    $1,507.00 
Hanifen Center/Soup Kitchen   $2,502.00 
Mission Medical Center    $1,889.00 
Mosaic      $   779.00 
Open Bible Pharmacy    $1,928.00 
Rainbow Trail Camp     $1,731.00 
Misc. Local Benevolence    $   300.00 
 
Total Benevolence in January $30,995.00 
 

Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

The online service is sent to your email each 
Sunday morning. You may also find it on our 
YouTube channel, First Lutheran Church 
Colorado Springs.  
 

You may also watch it on Facebook at  
9 a.m. each Sunday with our First Lutheran 
Facebook group.  
 

See next page for the schedule of worship 
times. 
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SCHEDULE FOR LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND EASTER  

We will continue to provide online worship for Sundays through the season of Lent and in 

addition provide online worship for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.  

We will also hold outdoor worship services on Wednesdays and Sundays through Lent. 

These services will be weather permitting. If the weather is exceptionally cold or if 

there is precipitation, we will cancel and communicate that on our Facebook Page, the 

church website, and via Email to those who signed up.  

Holy Communion will be served at each outdoor service. Please sign up through the church 

website to let us know you are coming. That way we know how many chairs to set up and 

how many communion settings to put out. www.flccs.net  

SCHEDULE FOR OUTDOOR SERVICES  

Wednesdays at noon February 24, March 3, 10, 17 and 24  

 Sermon Series: On the Brink, Stories from the Edge of Something New  

 

Wednesday Night Light at 7 p.m. February 24, March 3, 10, 17 and 24  

 Sermon Series: Key Lutheran Beliefs 

  

Sundays at 11 a.m beginning February 21  

 Worship and sermon will be live and mirror the online service  

 

Ash Wednesday, February 1 - CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 - noon and 7 p.m.  

 

Good Friday, April 2 - noon and 7 p.m.  

Easter Sunday, April 4 -  8, 9, 10 and 11 a.m.  
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group: 

February 21 
Laura Allton 
Rinda Dunson 
Brenda Isidore 
Sharon Kruse 
Maliki Magistrelli 
Michael Totton 
 
February 22 
Daisy Gully 
Georgette Mathews 
Martha Ann Miller 
Jeremy Stanley 
Jon Wicklund 
Charles Zerbe 
 
February 23 
Susan Howland 
Danny Jensen 
Torin Knox 
Larry Moe 
Katelynn Peterson 
Angel Walker 
Cathy Wicklund 
 
February 24 
Mercedes Clark 
Gail Friedly 
Linda Gregg 
Mark Howland 
Carol Putzi 

February 25 
Emily Bell 
Nicole Fisher 
Jasmine Lopez 
Phyllis Luebke 
Michael McGraw 
David Selleck 
 
February 26 
John Chlebus 
Sharon Dorr 
Howard Dutzi 
Anita Eckley 
Jason Mitchell 
Beverly Peterson 
Annika Schroeder 
Rusty Smith 
Vincent Spaziani 
Karla Weaver 
 
February 27 
Tracy Christensen 
Trudy Hill 
Tom Martin 
Teresa Meyer 
Michelle Xiong 
 

February 23 
Dale & Candy Gerlach - 47 years 
 
February 24 
Tony & Jill Anderson - 20 years 
 
February 25 
Tom Keilers & Georgie Bever - 20 years 
 
February 27 
Mark & Betty Andersen - 50 years 
Dave & Dorothy Selleck - 61 years 

Happy birthday  
to  

Larry Moe 
who will be 91 on February 23 

and to  
Howard Dutzi 

who will be 91 on February 26. 
Congratulations! 



   15 

 

Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Gyvonne Atkins 
Doug Auten 
Janice Baldwin 
Jacque Bokelman 
Jerry Brunet 
Sharla & Sonny Campbell 
Leslie Crowley 
Stetson Davis 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Anthony Denny 
Lola Dixon 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Cheryl Haver 
Jutta Heberer 
Doug Karl Hering 
Marianne Hill 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ida Lou Huber 
Chris Huston 
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Jane Juris 
Jack & Dottie Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
Rich Lans 
Joey Lavalliere 
Peter Mahler 
Jay McCoy 

Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremia Miller 
Debra Mills 
Lucille Moe 
The John Morrow Family 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Arline Niles 
Sam Norton 
Betsy Plante 
Don Reed 
Don & Carol Remley 
Phyllis Robbins 
Skip Robinson 
Roger   
Bob Sandall 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Sheree Smelker 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
The Mark Stragne Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
The Swearingen Family 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
Adrienne Wilkinson 
Don & Suzanne Wilkinson 
The Keith Wilkinson 
Family 
Lori Willis 
Martin Winkler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net
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New beam installed in the kitchen 

Plumbing being relocated 

A view of the new steps from a second  
floor window. 

Frame for the elevator building going up 


