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FEBRUARY 1, 2023     

 
GOLA VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

 

Casting is complete. It was exciting to 
have so many come to casting and want 
to participate! So now we move on to 
asking for volunteers for all the behind-
the-scenes heroes who help to make 
GOLA happen. Times for the 
performances 

are on the signup page. Other time commitments 
may be required (i.e.,dress rehearsals). 
 

Here are the positions for which we need volunteers: 
 

• Backstage - assist putting up scene flats & props 
• Makeup - help put makeup on performers 
• Wigs & Hair - help performers with fixing their 

own hair or a wig 
• Children’s Supervision & Help - children are together and need help with 

costumes, getting to their scene, and general supervision when not on stage 
• Costumes - assist performers with wearing their costume 
• Cast Meal on Saturday afternoon - a meal is served after Junior Gallery at 

about noon. Then later in the afternoon, a snack is served. Assistance is 
needed to prepare and serve. 

 

  
Sign up here if you are able to help: 
     https://bit.ly/3J3I1pL 
 

              
Questions??  chris@flccs.net 

https://bit.ly/3J3I1pL
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FROM THE PASTOR 

On New Year’s Day I asked that you consider volunteering more at church and that you look around 
this year and be more intentional about greeting unfamiliar people and strengthening our  
community. It’s only been a couple of weeks, but I’ve noticed a significant change on both those fronts. 
I just want to say thank you for all that you’ve been doing. There is some real momentum that is being 
unleashed here at First Lutheran. We even ran out of wine at one of our 9:30 services because it was so 
much fuller than we expected.  
 

People are saying yes to new opportunities to volunteer. We had a number of new members come to 
GOLA casting and volunteer to serve backstage. People have greeted unfamiliar faces and made new 
friends who have come to their groups. I’ve seen new faces at WELCA Circles and the Men’s Morning 
group. I walk into the Gathering Place on Sunday morning and I scan the room to see if anybody is 
alone, and I’m not finding anyone. You are meeting new people, making them feel welcome, and as a 
result our church family is getting stronger.  
 

Thank you church for being church! I believe God is already doing something special here with the 
kind of people He is bringing to us. I’ve had some really interesting conversations recently with people 
who are burnt out on a version of Christianity that tends towards false purity and aggressive politics. 
They are coming here and feeling refreshed by the sense of community, the realness of our preaching 
and worship and the overwhelming focus on God’s amazing Grace.  
 

So please keep reaching out to unfamiliar faces. You may find a member who has been here for a long 
time or someone visiting for the first time. Get to know them, see if you can bless their lives somehow. 
If you do meet a guest, let them know that our New Member classes start this Sunday, February 5 at 12 
p.m. It’s one of my favorite times of year, when we get to hear how the Holy Spirit worked in a life to 
bring them to this community of faith. God is using you to help His children! 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

-Pastor Travis 



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

 JANUARY 29, 2023 
MATTHEW 5:27-33 (ADULTERY)  
Pastor Travis 

Do you remember your first kiss? How old were you? Was it with someone you knew well, were you in a rela-
tionship with that person? I know you’re not supposed to kiss and tell but my first kiss happened on my 15th 
birthday with my girlfriend at the time. It was awkward and silly, although we didn’t think so at the time. I still 
remember the song that was playing; it was You’re the Inspiration by  
Chicago. Maybe when we pass the peace, I’ll have you share the story of your first kiss. 
 
What about the first time you experienced a breakup? Do you remember that? Mine was the same girl, she wrote 
me a letter a year later letting me know she didn’t want to date me anymore. This was before cell phones and 
breaking up over text messages. I was as devastated as a 16-year-old boy can be, full of feelings I couldn’t quite 
name yet. The worst part about it was that I read the letter while waiting to get my picture taken for my driver’s 
license. For five years after that, every time I looked at my license, I could see the sadness and tears in my eyes. 
And yes, I definitely used that picture to get sympathy from other girls later on  .  
 
At some point in our lives, we start this complicated journey of navigating relationships and all the physical and 
emotional components. We make mistakes, we kiss the wrong people, we date and break up and learn and 
grow. We get our hearts broken and we break some hearts along the way. And in the mix of all this we get advice 
from others. Although usually we listen more to our friends than we do to our parents, let alone our pastors. But 
as hard and awkward and ever changing as that time in our life is eventually, most of us who want to get mar-
ried end up getting married. Do you remember the first time you kissed your spouse? Do you remember the first 
time you told him or her that you loved them? Do you remember your wedding day and the fear and excitement 
and questions that whirled around in your heart that day? Something changes when those vows are expressed. 
Jesus says that God is the one who joins two people together. It’s not just a girlfriend or boyfriend, it’s now a 
husband and a wife. And that relationship is profound and holy and somehow no longer just about two individ-
uals but about a whole community. 
 
A Christian marriage includes the couple but also the congregation and the families and God himself. You put 
away childish things and you enter into something created by God for a purpose greater than just your needs. 
Marriage is for adults, for those who are ready to put away silly crushes and flirting and playing around. We 
Christians reserve sex for marriage because the giving of our bodies to another is a gift so precious that it is 
reserved for the one we commit to for the whole of our lives. It is why we Christians don’t have sex before we are 
married, because we are honoring the future marriage and spouse, both of ourselves and the other. We urge 
chastity before marriage because we don’t want to weaken marriages with memories that don’t belong in the 
marriage bed. Marriage is for those who are ready to explore something more, for those ready to make commit-
ments  with body, mind and spirit and promises against an uncertain future.  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

We call it holy matrimony; in some churches it’s con-
sidered a sacrament. God included a commandment 
about marriage in His top ten. You shall not commit 
adultery. It seems like a simple commandment when 
someone is married, they should only have sex with 
their spouse. God wants His people to protect mar-
riage and forbids action that could undermine a mar-
riage or break the bond He gave to the marriage. When 
Jesus comes on the scene, he recognizes a problem 
from those who claim to obey this commandment. Now 
this is extremely important to keep in mind that these 
words of Jesus were spoken in a world where women 
had very little power. I suspect Jesus would have very 
different things to say about obeying this command if 
he spoke it in our day. There are other problems to ad-
dress. In Jesus’ day it had become easy for a man to 
divorce his wife and if he did so he left her in a very 
vulnerable position. She would need to find another 
man in order to survive. You can imagine what this 
devolved into, men casting off their wives for whatever 
reason and other men snatching the women up with 
the promise of economic security. Jesus does not want 
women to be treated like this, so he changes the law 
that allowed for simple divorce and warned the men 
that they were committing adultery when they divorced 
their wives. And the men that snatched up the discard-
ed women were also guilty of disobeying God’s law. 
 

I’m not sure what Jesus would say about divorce these 
days, but I know that his commandment here is meant 
to protect vulnerable women in his society from men. 
When Jesus strengthens the law against adultery, he 
does so to protect the vulnerable and to protect the 
marriages that God had sanctified. So, it is very ironic 
that this same verse has been used to keep women in 
abusive marriages when it was meant to protect the 
vulnerable. Too often the church has used this verse as 
a clobber verse to shame those who have been divorced. 
As a pastor of Christ’s church, I apologize to you for the 
way Jesus’ words have been weaponized to hurt and 
shame and exclude. That is not why Jesus said what he 

did; his words are meant to protect the vulnerable and 
strengthen our commitments to marriage. Jesus ex-
pands the law in two ways. First, he says the law against 
adultery is meant to be obeyed in our hearts as well as 
our bodies. That would have been a revelation to all 
those who enjoyed looking at other people and imagin-
ing them in their beds. Jesus says that obedience to this 
command includes our thoughts and desires.  
 

Why? Why does Jesus care what we think about as long 
as we don’t act upon it? The answer is simple, thoughts 
are actions, desires are actions. Not just passing 
thoughts or desires, those are merely temptations. 
There is a difference between noticing and lusting, but 
the difference is a moment, when you move from notic-
ing an attractive person to lingering on them either in 
your gaze or your thoughts. You’ve crossed the line into 
adultery. Jesus has such a high view of marriage that he 
expects all our sexual thoughts and desires to be given 
only to our spouse. That’s why pornography is so dan-
gerous and sinful; not only is it exploitive of people but 
those who view it are damaging their marriages. This 
commandment of Jesus isn’t just some form of reli-
gious control of our bodies. It is aimed, as all his com-
mandments are aimed, at loving our neighbor as our-
selves. Jesus commands against lust because of all the 
ways lust harms marriages. And it’s not just sexual de-
sires, it’s anything that undermines that covenantal 
relationship. When you flirt with the married guy at 
work or mistreat his spouse because of some jeal-
ousy, you are committing adultery. When you encour-
age your married friend that there’s no harm in look-
ing,  or goad him into flirting with a girl showing inter-
est, you are disobeying the law by causing him to com-
mit adultery.  
 

Jesus is trying to create a people who honor and sup-
port marriage. So again, the bigger question is not 
about who we know who is disobeying this command-
ment, but rather in what ways are we disobeying the 
commandment? Are you having an affair? Stop it. Are 
you sleeping with someone you are not married to? 
Stop it. Are you viewing pornography? Stop it. Are you 
flirting with someone who is married? Stop it. Are you 
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speaking poorly about someone’s spouse to them and 
interfering in their marriage? Stop it. Instead let’s ask 
ourselves how can we strengthen and bless the marriag-
es around us? I was talking with a woman the other day 
whose husband is experiencing dementia. She’s ful-
filling her vows in sickness and in health but acknowl-
edges how difficult it is to care for him. But she shared 
how a friend of theirs from church took her husband to 
a movie to give her a little break. That’s how you bless 
someone’s marriage, by thinking about how you can 
help them honor their vows.  
 

As Christians who follow Jesus we have a high view of 
marriage, and we understand that our obligation to 
support marriage go beyond just our own marriages. 
How often do you hear someone complaining about 
their spouse? Do you pile on and add some annoying 
features of your own spouse? What if instead you point-
ed out what you appreciate about their spouse and share 
what you’re thankful for in your own? I’m not talking 
about serious issues but about that seemingly mild chat-
ter where we try to one up one another on things that 
bug us. What if instead of leaning into lame gossip we 
leaned in when someone shared what they love about 
their husband or wife? What if we noticed a couple tired 
from caring for their young children and offered to 
babysit to give them a date night? What if we honored 
them on their anniversary and shared how their rela-
tionship blesses us? Marriage is hard and nobody has a 
perfect marriage. Marriage is also very private and those 
experiencing real issues and problems can look on the 
outside like everything is fine.  Marriage needs commu-
nity for a marriage to be healthy. It needs a whole com-
munity looking for ways to help and support it. Isn’t it 
interesting that Jesus who was never married had such a 
high view of it and was willing to issue commandments 
to protect it? Isn’t it interesting that Paul, who wrote 1/3 
of the New Testament was also never married but also 
held marriage in high esteem and gave instruction on 
how to protect it? Paul would go so far as to use mar-
riage as the best metaphor he could come up to describe 
our relationship with Jesus.  
 

Think about what marriage is intended to be. It’s about 
two people with all their individual hopes and  

desires agreeing to submit to one another and put the 
other ahead of themselves in a constant dance of loving 
negotiation. Marriage is about committing to being 
united in body, mind and spirit not knowing what the 
future will hold. Marriage is about reproduction, usual-
ly by having children or by adoption or in some way 
using your relationship to give life to others. Children 
rely on their parents to serve and care for them and 
teach them what love and commitment look like. Mar-
riage is about sacrifice. Almost every marriage that 
lasts leads to one spouse caring for another in the last 
days of their lives. You don’t know if you’ll be the care-
taker or the one being cared for, but you agree to make 
that and other sacrifices when you enter into the union. 
And all of this, when it works- and it only works about 
half the time- blesses not just children, but workplaces 
and neighborhoods. A healthy marriage has a way of 
enriching many people in all sorts of circumstances. So, 
when Paul is looking for something we experience that 
might give us a hint of what a relationship with Christ 
is, he looks to marriage.  
 

We are united to Jesus by faith and promises and the 
mystery of baptism. Our relationship with Jesus aims 
for reproduction, in bringing other people to faith that 
they might know God’s love, too. And our relationship 
with Jesus is meant to spill out in blessing to all those 
around us. We love Jesus through our obedience to his 
commands. He sacrifices everything for us and in turn 
we sacrifice our lives in service to him. Today we talk 
about the commandment against adultery both in our 
bodies and in our minds and in our responsibility to 
protect others. But all these commandments of Jesus 
aim at teaching us what it actually looks like to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. We’ve all fallen short; we’ve all 
committed adultery. But we again, even today, have 
been forgiven.   
 

Every day is a day to start again to honor our spous-
es and to work to support the marriage of our neighbor. 
And somehow all of this teaches us about Jesus’ com-
mitment to us. To love us and be united to us in joy and 
in sorrow, in plenty and in want, in sickness and in 
health. To love and cherish us as long as we both shall 
live. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PIZZA AND GAME 
NIGHT 
 

February 3, 5-8 p.m. 
Youth Center 
 

It's time to run around the church and Peel 
House playing Grog, Commando Church, and 
Sardines! Dress ready to run and  
compete; it’s going to be a high energy night! 
Dinner will be pizza!  

HIGH SCHOOL LUNCH OUT  
TO FARGO’S 
Sunday, February 5, 12 – 2 p.m. 
Carpools will leave and return to First Lutheran 
 
You have been asking for Fargo’s for months, so 
we are going! Friends are welcome, if they are in 
high school. Bring $10 for lunch. If you are  
willing to be a carpool driver and fellow chaper-
one, contact Michaela Eskew, michaela@flccs.net 

YOUTH SUPERBOWL PARTY 
February 12, 4 – 8 p.m. 
Grades 6 - 12 
Youth Center 
 

Bring chips, drinks, or your favorite snack food 
to share! Dinner will be pizza. Friends are  
welcome! 

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT 
   “WHERE IS THE LOVE?” 
February 17-18, Friday at 6 p.m. until Saturday 
at 10 a.m., Youth Center 
 

It’s right around Valentine’s Day, so we are 
theming our High School Retreat this month 
around Relationships. We are going to talk 
about self-esteem in and out of romantic rela-
tionships, what our faith tells us about how we 
should act in romantic relationships, and even 
dream up our perfect partners. Dinner on Fri-
day and breakfast on Saturday will be provided. 
Bring your overnight stuff and clothes to run 
around in. We will have plenty of time for 
games like grog and commando church. 
Friends are always welcome.  
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***We are in a brand new year – 2023 – and that means we need new Youth Permission 
Forms filled out. Please follow this link to fill out a new form:  
https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/form/073c89dc-646d-4974-97e8-521fab42988e  

Sign up here to have the Children’s and Youth Newsletter emailed to you.  
    https://mailchi.mp/flccs/childrens-youth-newsletter 

WHAT ARE THE YOUTH TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK? 
 

It’s the first Sunday of the month. Our middle schoolers will be making new welcome bags for visiting 
families at 9:30 a.m. and then having Middle School Youth Group at 11 a.m. to talk about being Light in 
the world today. Our high schoolers will be in worship at 11 a.m. On Wednesday, February 1, our  
middle schoolers are asking the question, “Is it okay to be angry at God?” and our Confirmation  
students (8th-9th grade) are talking about what it means to be a citizen of this world and God’s  
Kingdom at the same time. Where do our loyalties lie? 

BELONG YOUTH COLLECTIVE 
February 19, 6-8 p.m. 
Peel House 
 
Be You and Belong. A new affirming, inclusive community of youth groups in Colorado Springs and 
surrounding areas. Youth in grades 6 to 12, of all backgrounds, are invited to join this welcoming and 
loving community for times of connection, inspiration, and worship. Feel free to bring a friend! 

https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/form/073c89dc-646d-4974-97e8-521fab42988e
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BECOME INVOLVED 
REFUGEE 101 CLASS 
 
Want to learn more about the LFS Refugee and Asylee Program? Thinking about volunteering to be a 
cultural mentor to a Refugee family? Attend the next “Refugee 101” Class February 7, 2023 at 6 p.m. in 
the Peel House. 
Register Here: https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs/?instance_id=4473 

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER? DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO USE YOUR $250  
ACTION TEAM THIS YEAR? WE HAVE SOME IDEAS THAT COULD REALLY HELP 
THE CHURCH. 
  

Every Thrivent member receives the opportunity to apply for $250 twice a year to help fund a project 
that benefits the community. I’ve used my Action Team card to help buy candy for our Halloween  
party, to purchase food for spaghetti fundraisers and to buy supplies to make dinner for an LFS auc-
tion award. These are great tools to help the community and get people doing good together, but too 
often they go unused.  
 

I have a couple ideas for Action Teams this year. If you’re interested in doing any of these, I’d be happy 
to help you make the application. It’s really pretty simple! Here are the ideas: 

1.      Help purchase supplies for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 21 
2.      Help buy flowers for the Easter Cross which will be decorated on Saturday, April 8 
3.      Help purchase food and supplies for the Easter breakfast on Sunday, April 9 
4.      Help spiff up the Nursery with new toys 
5.      Help the youth with their spring fundraiser 
6.      Buy supplies for the Easter Egg hunt on Saturday, April 8 
7.      Buy supplies to replenish the Busy Bags for the kids in worship 
8.      Buy supplies to go in the Friendship bags delivered to third-time visitors. 

These are just a couple of things coming up. Usually, one needs to apply around three weeks before the 
event. If you’re interested contact me at pastortravis@flccs.net or Cheryl at cheryl@flccs.net. 

https://www.lfsrm.org/event/refugee-101-colorado-springs/?instance_id=4473
mailto:pastortravis@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net


   9 

 

                    THE FLC MAILING CREW 
 

               Gloria Lindsey, Darrel Dolen, and Riche Kennedy make  
             quite the team. Each Wednesday morning they come to    
            church to prepare and mail just over 300 Ekklesia newsletters.  
             Years ago, before most members started receiving their newsletter online, the   
         team mailed more than 700 each week. Riche started serving on this team in his    
        twenties with Jerry, Carl, and Lymon. When Gloria came along, the guys loved to pick on 
        her. Gloria’s sister, Barbara Page, later joined the group, too. Over the years, the Lord  
    welcomed Jerry, Carl and Lymon home. While Barbara was dealing with health issues a few   
    years ago, Darrel came in to substitute for her and never left. Darrel refers to Gloria as “The Boss!” 
but if you see them in action, the three are a well-oiled loving machine. Of course, there is lots of teas-
ing, especially between Darrel and Riche. Riche thrives on routine. When he arrives, he gets right to 
work stuffing his envelopes and then runs the sealing machine with Gloria and Darrel as his assistants. 
Conversation includes what Riche cooked on Tuesday, music (Riche knows so much about music), and 
plans for upcoming holidays. When finished, Riche eats his chocolate chip cookies that the sextons 
faithfully place out for him each Wednesday morning, and then he heads off to bowling. Riche and Glo-
ria are buddies and the community this team of three has created is easily observed. They truly enjoy 
the time they spend together each week. Thank you, good and faithful servants! 

Gloria, Darrel, & Riche 

JOURNALIST WANTED 
 

Have you ever wanted to be a newspaper 
reporter? Television journalist? Well, have we 
got a volunteer position for you! We are looking 
for someone to write articles for the Ekklesia 
newsletter. Articles will highlight small groups, 
outreach ministries, volunteers, church events, 
etc. While we do have an Ekklesia editor, we are 
looking for someone who has good writing/
grammar skills, would enjoy interviewing peo-
ple in person or via telephone, and would be 
able to take photographs with their own phone/
camera. If you are interested, please contact 
cheryl@flccs.net. 
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

JOIN US FOR A SPRING SESSION OF 
“CRAFTING AROUND” 
 

This group will meet on select Tuesday  
mornings at 9:30 a.m. Pat Friedell and Kiersten 
Lehmkuhl have prepared several different craft 
projects for people of any skill level for the  
upcoming Easter season. You can sign up for 
one, a few, or all projects offered! Fee: $5 per 
project, only $15 for all three!  
 

Schedule: 
Feb 14 - Quilling (Easter themes: Cross w/ Lily,  
    Easter Basket, and Easter Egg) 
Feb 28 - Quilling continued (creating cards and/ 
    or continue quilling) 
Mar 7 - Wool Felting (Chick or Bunny) 
Mar 14 - Wool Felting continued 
Apr 11 - Tempered Glass & Epoxy        
    Trays (Glueing) 
Apr 18 - Tempered Glass & Epoxy         
    Trays (Grouting) 
Apr 25: Tempered Glass & Epoxy Trays (Epoxy) 
 
Register here: http://bit.ly/3kuYTvm 

FIRST LUTHERAN WILL HOST KEVIN 
MCCHESNEY'S FINAL CONCERT WITH 
PIKES PEAK RINGERS ON SUNDAY,  
FEBRUARY 5 AT 3 P.M. IN THE SANCTUARY 
 

The concert is titled Joy in the Journey as Kevin 
retires from the group. The concert will also fea-
ture the Forte Handbell Quartet, instrumental-
ists, a children’s choir and a special commis-
sioned work written and directed by Matthew  
Compton.  A reception will be held in the Peel 
House. 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY SMALL 
GROUP FORMING 
 
This new group will meet about once every two 
weeks from April through June.  The time will 
vary depending on weather and focus, and will 
include sunrise, sunset, daytime, and night sky 
photography.  The group will work together to 
find optimal times and locations for outings.  If 
there is interest, one or more meetings may fo-
cus on editing pictures to maximize  
impact.  Register here: https://bit.ly/3iNNoys 

LENTEN RETREAT 
 

Local spiritual direction ministry Anam Cara is offering a 5-day lenten retreat that incorporates the 
Ignatian exercises and includes spiritual direction. Cost is only $100, with some scholarships  
available. http://anamcara.com/rdl/?
fbclid=IwAR3ZTCSn2T_pxBPa28eXZdqepPnXKOGQCwTMFnntkV5vJiSHnFOqm4pCw9s 

http://bit.ly/3kuYTvm
https://bit.ly/3iNNoys
http://anamcara.com/rdl/?fbclid=IwAR3ZTCSn2T_pxBPa28eXZdqepPnXKOGQCwTMFnntkV5vJiSHnFOqm4pCw9s
http://anamcara.com/rdl/?fbclid=IwAR3ZTCSn2T_pxBPa28eXZdqepPnXKOGQCwTMFnntkV5vJiSHnFOqm4pCw9s
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

CHRISTIAN CAREGIVER CHECK-IN 
February 16, 6:30 p.m.  
Peel House, Room 201 
 

As we enter into a new year it is time for us to check-in with one another, discuss how we can support 
each other, and share some highs and lows from this season of caregiving. We will spend about 30-45 
minutes checking in with one another.  This would also be a great time for some feedback on what 
resources might be useful and any other lessons learned or best practices in caregiving.  Please let  
Pastor Carrie know if you’re able to join us at carrie@flccs.net. 

CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING CHECK-IN & TRAINING 

NEW CHRISTIAN CAREGIVERS TRAINING 
February 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Peel House, Room 201 
 

“Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.”  
                                           2 Corinthians 4:1 
 

People need people.  We are hardwired for connection.  There have been any number of studies from 
neuroscientists and researchers that show our need for human connection is as great as our basic 
needs for food, water, and warmth.  Think of a newborn baby, totally dependent upon their mother for 
all their needs. From birth we are dependent on a human connection.  As we move through  
different stages of life, we are no less dependent on relationships and connections to keep us healthy 
and happy. 
 

We have the opportunity here, at First Lutheran, to make those connections.  We are especially blessed 
to be able to connect people in different stages of life with others who want to create new and mean-
ingful relationships being church together when one can’t get to church.  Our Christian Caregivers 
visit our homebound members, those who are hospitalized and those in rehab.  They bring the gift of 
relationship and a piece of church when perhaps getting to church just isn’t a possibility.   
 

If you are interested in training to be a caregiver, bringing communion to our members, visiting with 
those who are no longer able to get out, or making calls to check-in on those recovering from hospitali-
zations or illness, please join us for training on February 23.  It is always helpful to let us know you’ll be 
there, so please send an email to Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net to RSVP. 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 

8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP & STUDY 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
7 p.m., Peel House  

• Two Kingdoms - February 1 

UNNAMED WOMEN IN THE GOSPELS 
 

Led by Macy Kennedy, Seminary Intern 
January 22 – February 12 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor 
 

Over four weeks we will explore the sto-
ries of unnamed women in the Gospels 
using Frances Taylor Gench's book Back to 
the Well.  Gench encourages us to view 
these stories through a lens of Biblical 
scholarship. She examines each story's 
language, structure, and literary and  
socio-cultural context, and recounts 
many traditional and contemporary in-
terpretations. In the process, she opens up 
new possibilities for reading these texts. I 
invite you to dive deeper into women's 
encounters with Jesus in each Gospel.  
 

February 5: Luke 13: 10-17 
February 12: John  4: 1-42 

SERMON  TOPICS 
 

• February 5 - Lying & Oaths 
 

• February 12 - Revenge & Mercy 
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TREASURER’S UPDATE 
TAD GOODENBOUR, COUNCIL TREASURER 

 
We have closed the books on 2022 and I wanted to bring the congregation up to date on how the year 
ended and steps the Council has taken regarding the 2023 spending plan.  2022 ended with a deficit of 
$127,000.  This was slightly better than what I had projected in my December update.  The primary 
reason for the better result was congregational giving in December was exceptionally strong and we 
received a final payment of $7,300 from the sale of the Ecumenical Social Ministries building.  The 
2022 operating deficit of $127,000 was funded through the use of reserves that had been accumulated 
in prior years.  After the 2022 deficit, First Lutheran has approximately $260,000 of operating reserves 
remaining.  I need to note that reserve level I mentioned in my December update was understated and 
I have corrected that and the $260,000 is where we will start 2023.   
 

The Church Council met on the morning of January 7th to revisit First Lutheran’s 2023 spending plan.  
The original spending plan was approximately $2.2 million.  The Council felt we needed to review the 
budget in light of the 2022 deficit, the level of congregational pledges for 2023 and the desire to reduce 
the reliance on operating reserves to fund budget shortfalls.  The Council wanted to be proactive in 
addressing these concerns instead of waiting until later in the year.  Council had a productive meeting 
with constructive discussion regarding balancing our commitments with the fiscal realities that we 
have.  After the discussions, the Council unanimously agreed to modifications to the spending plan 
that result in a combination of spending reductions with a possible small use of operating reserves, if 
needed. 
 

The actions taken by the Council reduced our 2023 budget by approximately $200,000 to just over 
$2,004,000.  The reduction covered eleven line items in the budget, and the line item reductions 
ranged from $2,500 to $102,000.  The latter item was the combined saving in staff costs and benefits 
and was in line with what Pastor Travis had communicated in an earlier note in the newsletter.  With 
these reductions, we would only need to increase our revenue by $56,000 from the 2022 levels to 
achieve a balanced budget.  This is an increase that Council felt was a reasonable amount given the 
number of new members that have come on board during the past year and the increase in pledges 
that we have seen for 2023.   
 

On a final note, we are approaching the end of the three-year Peel House Capital Campaign.  We will 
give a final report to the congregation shortly.  If you have any question on the 2022 results, 2023 
spending plan or the Peel House Capital Campaign, please reach out to me at 719.330.0762 or 
tad.goodenbour@forvis.com.   

mailto:tad.goodenbour@forvis.com
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February 5 
Carol Callan 
Rick Flores  
Karl Hering 
Robert Howland 
Connie Oakley 
 
February 6 
Morgan Dixon 
Katy Hammersmark 
Ann Titus 
 
February 7 
Roger Aden 
Megan Stevens 
 
February 8 
Asher Chafetz 
Michaela Eskew 
Jeff Gross 
Lane Pinnow 
Dick Witzig 

February 6 
Kristen & James Schlueter - 12 years 
 
February 7 
Mark & Cindy Stanley - 25 years 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
to Ann Titus who will be 

91 on February 6; 

 to Dick Witzig who will 
be 90 on February 8; & 

 to Bill Perry who will be 
91 on February 10. 

Congratulations to all! 

February 9 
Trinity Isidore 
Jake Marcotte 
Chase McCall 
Grady Winegar 
 
February 10 
Ashley Harmon 
Ann Harris 
Bill Perry 
 
February 11 
Ray Kellermann 
Jack Walton 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Ashley 
Janice Baldwin 
Joan Boehm 
Betsy Bonner 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Kathy Cavalli 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Julian Denny 
JR Edmunds 
Will Edison & family 
Nancy Folsum 
Karen Frank 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Paula Gillaspie 
Lee Gross 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Brenda Isidore 
Joan   
Josh Jones 
Jonas Kagarise 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 
Jim Kummer 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & 
Family 
Nils Lindroth 
Dean Mackaman 
Doug Mackaman 
Mary 
Tom Martin 
Jim Matthews 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Nancy 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Owen & Family 
Papa 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Peter 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Pups, Jenn and Baby 
Ishanie 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
The Randy Reese Family 
Doris Scott 
Ron Scott 
Shay 
Tara Soppe 
Gwen Stein 

Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Tabatha 
Kay Talley 
The Thorson Family 
Janora Tittel 

Jim Underwood 
Becky & John Vaage 
Christine Welch 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Don Wilkinson 
Ruth Wood 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

BAPTISM AT FIRST LUTHERAN 

Baptism is that physical moment when we be-
come part of God’s family. In baptism we are 
forgiven of our sins, given the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and promised eternal life because of Jesus’ 
work on the cross. If you or your child would like 
to be baptized, we will be baptizing anyone who 
is ready to take that step of faith on Saturday, 
April 8, as part of the Easter Vigil service. Since 
the time of the early church, the Easter Vigil is 
the traditional time for Christian baptisms . To 
participate, please contact Pastor Travis at  
pastortravis@flccs.net and he will invite you to 
an introductory course to schedule a baptism for 
that or another date.  

mailto:pastortravis@flccs.net
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PEEL HOUSE HISTORY & RENOVATION 
 The OWLs enjoyed a potluck and presentation by Mike Olsen 
  and Pastor Carrie. 


