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WELCOME CHERYL MAHON,  

OUR NEW COORDINATOR OF LAY MINISTRIES! 
 

We are pleased to announce that we have hired long-time member of First Lutheran, 

Cheryl Mahon, as our new Coordinator of Lay 

Ministries. She joins a long line of members who have 

served in this role over many years including Deacon 

Judy Hagge, Margie Sisson, and Marcia Foret. The role 

has changed a bit over the years. Cheryl will have 

responsibility in four main areas:  Volunteer 

coordination, especially for worship services; Visitor 

follow-up and New member processes; Outreach 

coordination; and Small Group coordination. 

Cheryl knows the congregation well and has served 

recently on Council and finance for the church. However, even though she knows you 

well, I encourage you to help her in her new role. If you have ever volunteered for 

anything, reach out to Cheryl and let her know how you serve and what you’d be 

willing to do. She can be reached at cheryl@flccs.net. 

Cheryl has vast experience serving at First Lutheran. She’s served in Confirmation, 

worship, Sunday school, VBS, Call Committee, High School Youth group, Habitat 

for Humanity, the Church Mouse players, Gallery of Living Art, Rainbow Trail 

ambassador, and much more. She wrote in her application saying, “The church has 

always been an important part of my life, and I have always felt the desire to be 

involved. Since becoming a First Lutheran member in 1995, I have admired the 

coordination and seamless flow of our small groups, volunteer programs and 

outreach ministries. I have often thought that if there was a full-time position within 

the staff that my gifts would support, I would be thrilled to apply.” 

We are thrilled to have Cheryl join the staff. She will be part-time through February 

as she wraps up her work with Thrivent, and then will begin full time on March 1. 

Please join me in welcoming Cheryl to our church staff, and whenever she asks you 

to help, SAY YES! 

        -Pastor Travis 

 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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From the Pastor 

I’ve started a new habit this year using a journal 
from a group called Sacred Ordinary Days. It’s a 
simple journal that starts with a one-line pray-
er, has me read the four assigned scriptures for 
the day and then prompts me to write down my 
priorities for that day. There’s also a section 
called “rest/delight” where I’m supposed to 
write down my plans for renewal. After that 
there’s space for journaling. 
I’ve been skipping the rest/delight parts be-
cause I find them the most challenging. I’m a 
three on the Enneagram which means I like to 
work. I like to set and achieve goals. I have trou-
ble being in the moment and just enjoying the 
present. So, this journal is challenging me every 
day to name how I will be renewed. I have a 
long way to grow in this part of the Christian 
faith. 
This Lent we will be delivering to every member 
a journal as part of our BASIC training initia-
tive. We’ve named the journal “Adoration.” It is 
designed to help us all grow in our relationship 
with God, to grow in our love for the Lord. In 
the journal are prompts for writing, prayer 
practices, readings for study and introductions 
to ancient ways of connecting with God.  
Many of us have a “heady” faith, one that is 
mostly about our knowledge and understand-
ing of scripture and theology. It’s a strength 
that comes from our Lutheran heritage. But it 
can leave us under-developed in our heart and 
relational faith. Do we feel our love for the 
Lord? Are we comfortable with silence and lis-

tening for His voice? Do we seek to live our 
lives guided by the Spirit? Are we able to lose 
ourselves in worship as we proclaim our love 
for God? These, too, are foundational aspects 
of the Christian faith. 
This Lent I hope you’ll dive into the Adoration 
Journal and grow in your personal relation-
ship with God. We all have growing edges, 
and none of us have arrived at the perfect 
faith. Lent is a time to reflect on those areas of 
growth and explore new practices to help us. I 
look forward to growing with you.  
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. 
May God use it again in our lives to draw us 
closer to Himself. 
 
             -Pastor Travis 



Sermon cont. p. 4 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021 

1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13 

Did you see the news out of Pompeii a few weeks ago? Archeologists have uncovered an ancient food stand. It’s 
perfectly preserved from the volcano that covered the city two thousand years ago. The stand features holes for 
terra cotta jars of hot food and is decorated with frescos of ducks and roosters, likely the food that was served 
there. You can imagine people going to the marketplace to purchase spices and clothing and making a stop 
there for lunch. Now imagine you are a Christian at the marketplace and you find yourself getting hungry, and 
you catch a drift of the aroma from a stand like that. But when you make your way over there you discover that 
the beef in that stew was part of an animal sacrifice to one of the many gods worshipped in the city earlier that 
morning. Do you go ahead with your purchase? How do you decide if it’s okay or not to eat something that was 
killed to please a false god? 
 
That’s the dilemma Paul takes up with the Corinthians in Chapter 8 of his letter to the young church. These 
letters Paul writes are all very practical. He’s dealing with controversies and questions that arise as people 
accept the Lordship of Jesus and try to follow him in the real world. When you become a Christian, you 
renounce all other gods, all idols. It’s part of our baptism ritual still. “Do you renounce the devil and all the forces 
that defy God?” “I renounce them.” We make these vows and repeat them in our Confirmation and when we 
become members of the church. But it’s one thing to commit our lives to Christ during a ritual. It’s a whole other 
thing to actually live as followers of Jesus in a pluralistic world. Is it okay for us to go to a restaurant on 
Sundays?   It’s our holy day, but for most people it’s just the weekend. Is it okay for us to drink alcohol, knowing 
the scriptures prohibition against getting drunk? How different are we to be from our neighbors who don’t 
share our belief in Jesus? What does it mean to be a Christian anyway? Is it just belief, or is it transformation, a 
different way of living in the world? Christians answer this question differently; some Christians live lives that 
are very obviously different from the world. While other Christian’s lives look very similar to the lives of their 
unbelieving neighbors. When Paul was writing his letters to the early church, he was helping them to discern 
how to live uniquely Christian lives. So, take the food sacrificed to idols. Paul uses this as a very concrete 
example to teach the Corinthians and us not only what to do in that particular circumstance but how to make a 
Christian decision. And it’s not as black and white as it might seem on the surface. That beef stew to the 
Christian is just a beef stew. On one hand it doesn’t matter if the cow was sacrificed to Zeus or Venus because 
we don’t believe those gods are real. The Christian believes in one God only and all the temples that dotted the 
city of Corinth filled with idols and statues are false in our minds. We have this knowledge that those gods 
aren’t real anyway,  so it doesn’t hurt our conscience to eat the beef slaughtered at the temples because we aren’t 
worshipping in our hearts, even if we enjoy the soup. Paul knows the Corinthians are thinking this; they were 
famous for their knowledge and logic and ability to reason. One of the things Paul is trying to teach these people 
is that knowledge isn’t everything. Remember how he opens his letter to them saying, “Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s strength.” 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

That would have flummoxed the Greek Corinthians so used to building their lives on wisdom. And so here in the 
decision about eating food sacrificed to animals. Paul doesn’t accept that knowing the gods are false as a good 
enough reason to go ahead with the meal. He says, “We know that all of us possess knowledge,” but “knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up.” Paul turns the conversation way from what we know towards what does it mean to 
love in this situation? That is the key to Christian ethics and one we are still learning. The world says, “You 
should know better.” But the Christian says, “You should love better.” When we are trying to decide right and 
wrong, when we are discerning how to behave and what action is appropriate for the Christian, we ask the 
question, what does love require in this instance? Now that might seem silly when you ’re passing the food stand 
and the aroma causes your stomach to grumble. But Paul reminds the Corinthians to not think of themselves 
and what they want. He even tells them that their freedom to eat whatever they want because they know the 
truth is not the most important thing. He says in verse 9, “But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you eating in the temple of an idol, might they 
not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols.” You may know 
that the idol is no god, but another Christian might not have that understanding so they think you ’re 
worshipping another god and they might join you in that practice and break the first commandment.  
 
This is such a hard lesson for us American Christians. We are the most independent people on earth, and we 
take our freedom very seriously, to a fault even. It’s so easy for us to think in terms of making our own decisions 
and letting others make their decisions, as if the two aren’t intertwined. Scientists have been trying to figure out 
why Covid-19 is killing more Americans than people in so many other countries.  In the United States we have a 
higher case rate than many third world countries. In the whole continent of Africa one in 500 people have 
contracted coronavirus, in the United states it’s one is 20. Why is that? The answer may very well be that we are 
the least communal people on earth right now. We pride ourselves on our freedom, one of our favorite phrases 
is, “You can’t tell me what to do.” That freedom is usually a good thing; it leads to great innovation and creation 
of wealth for many. But it can be dangerous when it’s misused, as when we use it to defy public health advice 
meant to keep our whole nation well, not just ourselves. “Don’t tell me to wear a mask, don’t tell me how many 
people can be in a store or a restaurant, don’t tell me I have to take a vaccine.” That freedom is making the 
coronavirus harder to fight because some of us are thinking first about ourselves and not about our neighbor.  
That’s exactly what was happening in Corinth; some Christians there weren’t thinking about how their eating 
would affect the faith of someone else.  And you can understand why. Being a Christian is hard because all of a 
sudden, we are supposed to love our neighbor as ourselves, and we aren’t wired that way. Why should I have to 
eat differently because my food choices hurt my neighbor’s conscience? Why should my freedom be infringed 
upon? 
 

Paul says in chapter 10, vs 23, “All things are lawful, but not all things are beneficial. All things are lawful but not 
all things build up. Do not seek your own advantage, but that of the other.” Christianity isn’t meant to take away 
our freedom but rather to give us freedom and teach us to use our freedom to benefit others. The guiding 
principle then on how we apply our freedom isn’t what we know, but who we love. Paul weaves this ethic of love 
into his argument, first saying “Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary 
knowledge, but anyone who loves God is known by him. And then at the end of this passage, “But when you sin 
against members of your family and wound their conscience when it is weak you sin against Christ.”  
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul and love your neighbor as yourself.” This is the 
greatest commandment that Jesus has given us. And it turns out when we love our neighbor as ourselves, we 
love Jesus himself. Jesus has chosen to identify with the neighbor, with the other. Our actions ought to be 
dictated by love above all things, above even knowledge. Paul goes on to be very explicit about the food sacrificed 
to idols, saying, don’t do it, don’t eat of that food if it in anyway hurts your fellow Christian who may not 
understand yet that the idols aren’t yet gods. Although he will say if you are buying meat to eat in your own 
home then go ahead and buy the stuff sacrificed to the idols because in that case it doesn ’t hurt your neighbor. 
Much of his argument is summed up in the great love chapter of 1 Corinthians 13. “And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing.”  
 
I’ll confess that I struggle with this concept. Love seems so wishy washy and emotional. I ’ve always thought of 
myself as a logical, reasonable person. I don’t like emotional arguments or emotional reasons for things, I want 
to do what makes sense regardless of people’s feelings. I like making the hard decision. Maybe I’ve been taught 
that’s what it means to be a man, or more likely I’ve been taught that a leader has to make hard decisions that are 
right even though it might hurt people’s feelings. Don’t let emotion cloud your judgment. When I make 
decisions, I like making a list of pros and cons. I like adding up the columns of numbers to see what ’s the most 
cost effective. So, it does not come naturally to me to ask the key Christian question in any decision, “What does 
love require?” That question is clarifying and it’s not about emotion or feeling. Love isn’t the same as emotions. 
Love is about putting others wellbeing above your own. Love is concrete; it’s about serving those in need, 
showing mercy, lifting people up. I can’t help but want to return to 1 Corinthians 13 and use that as a guide. 
Think about a dilemma you are facing or a decision you need to make. What does love require in that situation? 
“Love is patient, love is kind, love is not envious or boastful or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it ’s not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth.” 
 
Think of the last disagreement you had with someone or the last argument you engaged in. What did love 
require in that situation? Did the person on the other side of the conflict come away knowing without a doubt 
that you loved them? Learning the way of love takes a lifetime and none of us will ever master it. But it is the way 
of the Christians, the way our Lord Jesus taught us. It is about taking a knee and washing the feet of those who 
are beneath you. It is about carrying a cross and forgiving those who nail you to it. Love is about pouring 
yourself out for someone else whether they appreciate it or not. 
Love is about putting God and others first without seeking praise or reward. We are all students in love as we 
follow Jesus. We have all stumbled along the way and caused others to stumble as well. But we have a God who is 
love. He is patient with us. He is kind to us. He will never give up on us but will lift us up again and again. He will 
serve us and help us, forgive us and lead us. God will always love us, setting us an example to follow. So, let us 
love in everything we say, in everything we do. Let us love. 
 
                                    - Pastor Travis 
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February 

4 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for   
 grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
 

7 – Youth Group Superbowl Sunday Potluck 
 Party via Zoom, Middle School and High 
 School 2-3 p.m. 
 

11 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for   
 grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
 

14 - No Youth Group - Enjoy Valentine’s Day! 
 

18 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for   
 grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
 

21 – Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
 grades 6-8;  Topic: Life in a Hurting World 
 (MS only) 
 

25- Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for 
 grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
 

28 – Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
 grades 6-8;  Topic: Life in a Hopeful World 
 (MS only) 
 
 
 

*Should the weather or the pandemic restrictions 
not allow us to meet in person, an online alterna-
tive will be offered. Examples: Netflix or Disney+ 
Watch Party, Virtual Escape Room, or Trivia-
Game Nights.  

Summer Camps for  
Summer 2021 

 

It’s time to register for Summer Camp!! As we 
look toward the end of this pandemic, there is 
plenty of hope that we will be able to have a fun 
and safe summer with some of our old 
traditions back again. Please notice the dates 
below for the upcoming summer camps at 
Rainbow Trail and the link to register for these 
camps.  (See next page) 

High School Summer Trip 

 July 18-23 

 

Say a prayer and mark your calendars!  If it is 
safe and prudent to do so we are heading to 
New Mexico to do the trip we planned for 
2020.  We’ll spend three days doing service 
work in Albuquerque with Service Learning 
Camps, then head to Las Vegas NM for three 
days of fun at Storrie Lake State Park. 
It’s going to be a week of fun activities, mean-
ingful work, and most importantly… connec-
tion! 
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Zoom links will now be sent only through 
emails from Shelly. We are going to be as care-
ful as possible to make sure that all families are 
safe while meeting online at First Lutheran. 
Please see the schedule below for our Sunday 
School offerings. If you have not received pre-
vious emails from Shelly, our Director of Chil-
dren’s and Youth Ministry, or are interested in 
these gatherings and would like the zoom 
links, please email her at shelly@flccs.net. 
 

Preschool Zoom               11 a.m. on Sundays 
 

Kinder-1st Grade Zoom 7 p.m. on Mondays 
 

2nd-3rd Grade Zoom          7 p.m. on Saturdays 
 

4th-5th Grade Zoom          7 p.m. on Tuesdays 
 

6th-7th Grade Zoom          7 p.m. on Wednesdays 
 

 

Intro to Camp (2-3 grade) 
                June 20-23     Still open 
                June 23-26      “ 
                August 1-4      “ 
Juniors (4-6 grade) 
                June 20-26     Still open 
                August 1-7      “ 
Junior High (7-8 grade) 
                June 13-19      Still open 
                August 1-7      “ 
Confirmation Camp** (6-8 grade) 
                June 27-July 3     
Senior High (9-12 grades) 
                July 11-17      Still open  
                July 25-31        “ 
 

Register Here! https://
rtlc.campbrainregistration.com  
Some of these dates might already have a 
waitlist. 
 

Scholarships are available to those that need 
them. Please reach out to Michaela Eskew at 
michaela@flccs.net. 
 

mailto:shelly@flccs.net
https://rtlc.campbrainregistration.com
https://rtlc.campbrainregistration.com
mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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BECOME INVOLVED 

The Bible 101 course continues this week as part 
of our BASIC Training initiative. This is a 
weekly 30-minute video class from January 13 - 
Feb 25 giving an overview of the Bible. You’ll 
learn how the Bible came to be, why it’s 
trustworthy, what it contains and how to read it 
for spiritual growth. Participants will be 
encouraged to embark  on a yearlong Bible 
reading plan.  
 
The course will be delivered via YouTube on 
Wednesdays. Look for the link in the First 
Weekly email. We have also launched a 
Facebook group to read through the Bible 
together. In addition, Pastor Travis will lead a 
Zoom viewing and discussion of each week’s 
class on Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  
 
Here’s the link to the Zoom class: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/3085237690. You may watch 
the course on YouTube without participating in 
the Zoom viewing and discussion. 
 
Unit 4: Wisdom Literature 
Unit 5: Prophetic Writings 
Unit 6: The Gospels and Acts 

Training 
Reading Plan Weeks 5-8 
 
The daily readings are going to roll back to 
Genesis in the coming weeks. We will then 
continue with a reading plan that takes us 
through the bible in a year. Sometimes the 
readings will be chronological, sometimes they 
will be more focused stories, lessons learned, 
and assorted other relational and faith filled 
adventure. We wanted to share this just to be 
clear that these readings will not correspond 
with the Bible 101 class that is a part of the 
BASIC training but stand on their own as we 
learn the Bible together! 
 

Week 5: Jacob becomes Israel 
29 Genesis 25: 19-26 Isaac’s Children 
30 Genesis 25: 27-34 The Lost Birthright 
31 Genesis 27: 1-29 Jacob the Trickster 
32 Genesis 32: 22-30 Wrestling an Angel 
33 Genesis 33: 1-11 Peace Returns 
34 Psalm 105: 1-11 God’s Faithfulness 
35 Romans 9: 6-16 Children of Promise 
 

Week 6: Joseph’s Story 
36 Genesis 37: 1-11 Joseph’s Dreams 
37 Genesis 37: 12-36 Joseph Sold as Slave 
38 Genesis 39: 1-23 In Potiphar’s Service 
39 Genesis 41: 9-24 Joseph before Pharaoh 
40 Genesis 41: 25-43 Appointed to Office 
41 Genesis 42: 6-28 A Time of Famine 
42 Genesis 43: 1-34 Joseph’s Brothers 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/150510376557237
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3085237690
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3085237690
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CORONA VIRUS SENIOR  
SUPPORT GROUP  
 

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZ
sd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing security, 
so you need this)  Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
 

A CHANCE TO IMPROVE  
YOUR COMPUTER SKILLS 
 

You are invited to join the Corona Virus Senior 
Support Group (formerly, A Place to Talk) on 
Thursday, February 25 at 10 a.m. when Ann Ti-
tus will teach about some of the intricacies of 
using the computer program ZOOM and build-
ing a virtual background.  Please click on the 
ZOOM address above to access this presenta-
tion. If you have any questions, please call either 
Pastor Hank Maertens or Jan Anderson.   

First Lutheran has a support group for women 
who have experienced the loss of a husband.  

 

WAYFARER’S GROUP 
THIRD TUESDAY EACH MONTH,  

1:30 p.m., Luther Hall 
 

If you would like to be part of this group, please 
contact Marlis Olson at 719-596-4593.   

Reading Plan, cont. 
 

Week 7: Good News, Bad News 
43 Galatians 3: 21-29 Heirs of Christ 
44 Genesis 45: 4-28 Good news for Jacob 
45 Genesis 47: 13-26 Bad News for Egypt 
46 Genesis 50: 1-16 End of an Era 
47 Romans 2: 1-16 Sinful People 
48 Romans 3: 21-31 Grace as a Gift 
49 Romans 5: 1-21 Justified by Faith 
 
Week 8: Living with Christ 
50 Romans 6: 1-11 
51 Romans 7: 14-25 Inner Conflict 
52 Romans 8: 28-39 No Separation 
53 Romans 10: 1-13 Hearts and Voices 
54 Romans 12: 1-8 Gifts that Differ 
55 Romans 12: 9-21 Marks of a Christian 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

THE GREAT SPIRITUAL MIGRATION: HOW THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
RELIGION IS SEEKING A BETTER WAY TO BE CHRISTIAN 

 

Led by Pastor Ralph Anderson  
January 24 – February 14, 2021  

 10:30 a.m. 
 

During the next four weeks we will be exploring the ideas of provocative 
contemporary theologian, Brian McLaren*, who invites us to reflect on our 
current belief systems in our search for religious meaning. “We're a people on 
the move,” McLaren says. “We’re seeking a better way to be Christian.” So, 
join me in trying to figure out what in the world he means! It will be a 
fascinating journey! 
 
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242  
Meeting ID: 843 6443 9242  

THE LENTEN JOURNEY 
 

On February 14, bags with Lenten supplies will be delivered to our members' homes. 
The bags will include several different items to help you prayerfully consider the Len-

ten Journey this year. Since March of last year, we have spent much time wandering in the wilderness 
and exploring the unknown. In this coming season of Lent, we are hopeful as we again journey to-
wards new life and hope in the promise of the resurrection.  It is especially timely as we work towards 
vaccination and the hope of spending time with family and friends again, perhaps we too are on a 
journey to enter in new life again. 
 

The bags will include ashes for each family that will accompany our online Ash Wednesday service.  
You will be invited to use those ashes as we are reminded that from “dust we came, and to dust we 
shall return.”   
 

Would you be willing to do a quick bag pick up at church and then a porch drop off to members' 
homes on February 14?  We are in need of 70 volunteers to get the bags all delivered so we are ready 
for Ash Wednesday.  To sign up, you can call the church, 719.632.8836, and speak with Candi Gaddie, 
or send her an email at candi@flccs.net. Please include your zip code. 

mailto:candi@flccs.net
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CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING 
January - February 2021 

 
Congregational Care Team 
This ministry is one that would reach out across our congregation as need arises.  It would include all ages and 
might not be for long-term care, but for more immediate needs or acute situations.  This type of situation would 
most likely be a phone call or quick visit, though could include running an errand if needed. 
Homebound Ministries Team 
We maintain a list of homebound members that are unable to worship with us traditionally.  It is our hope to bring 
them communion every 4-6 weeks and check in with them between visits.  They are often unable to drive, have little 
or no family in the area, and rarely get out, with the exception of doctor appointments.  These members appreciate 
visits, calls, and notes, and are so grateful to remain connected with their congregation.   
Hospital and Rehab Visitation Team 
This will be coordinated as monthly visitation teams that will do a weekend visit to anyone who is hospitalized or in 
a rehab center.  Each visit will include communion and could also include bringing a bulletin from church and shar-
ing the scripture, or perhaps sharing online worship on a device.   
Prayer Ministry Team 
This is going to be a new ministry opportunity.  Each week we publish a prayer list that includes names given to us 
by members of those in need of prayer.  We invite the congregation to pray for those people throughout the week.  In 
addition, we have an “unpublished” prayer list of those who have requested that we hold them in prayer, but do not 
want information/names shared with the entirety of the congregation.  We also have emergencies and other urgent 
prayer requests that come up throughout the week that we would like to have an intentional ministry team who 
prays as the need arises.   
Hospitality/Recovery Team 
Often times, when a person or family finds themselves in crisis (or celebration), they don’t know what their immedi-
ate needs might even be.  The vision for this team is to be a place where a meal train could be started, an offer to run 
an errand or accompany someone to an appointment, an offer of cleaning a house, or dropping a package of cookies 
to someone who could use a little encouragement.  This ministry would be activated by the pastors when a need is 
indicated and then coordinated through the leader of a lay ministry team.   
Next Faithful Steps (questions to consider when becoming a caregiver) 
• Where do I feel called? 
• What type of relationship(s) am I looking to offer/create? 
• What are the gifts that I can offer? 
• How much time can I commit? 
• What are my growing edges? What can I learn? 
 
Resources 

We will have a mini-meetings for those interested in each of the teams.  These meetings will be 30 minutes via 
Zoom with Pastor Carrie and staff to share a full picture of what these ministries look like and the training, 
tools and resources we will use to make certain everyone is equipped to serve in full capacity.   

We will be using The Caring Congregation Training Manual and Resource Guide by Karen Lampe for all caregivers to 
get acquainted with some tools and resources for caregiving in different settings. 

Everyone will check in with team leaders monthly, who will then have a call with Pastor Carrie to share infor-
mation.  We will gather quarterly as a team of Christian Caregivers to share information, insights/wisdom 
learned, updates on those we are caring for, and to pray together. 
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Suspending worship might 
threaten the financial well-being of the 
congregation. We still have a large staff to 
pay as well as other bills. We want to con-
tinue to support those agencies that help 
those hardest hit during times like this. 
Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  
 

Thank You! 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP  

EKKLESIA - ONLINE & PRINT 
 
If you usually read the Ekklesia online and 
also get a print copy, please consider 
cancelling the print copy. If you would no 
longer like to receive the print copy, please 
email the church at flc@flccs.net, or call the 

Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Monday - Friday.  
Devotionals may be picked up by either of 
the alley doors. 

The online service is sent to your email 
each Sunday morning. You may also find it 
on our YouTube channel, First Lutheran 
Church Colorado Springs.  
 
You may also watch it on Facebook at  
9 a.m. each Sunday with our First Lutheran 
Facebook group.  
 
Currently, we are not meeting in person.  
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PRAYER VENTURES  
• Pray for reconciliation, understanding and renewal in our divided nation so that we might work 

together for justice, compassion and generosity, serving our neighbors in need and the well-being 
of our communities as they struggle with vexing, deep-rooted problems. Ask the Spirit to inspire 
and guide our lives so that our values, decisions, actions and words reflect the gospel, the teach-
ings of Jesus and the ways of God, who is good, gracious, merciful and just.  

 

• Praise God that, as small and insignificant as we might be in the vast universe, we are wonderfully 
made and God knows every little thing about us and our human ways. 

 

• In Scripture we read about Jesus’ simple, personal and compelling invitations to Simon, Andrew, 
James, John and the other disciples to drop everything and follow him. Pray that when God calls us 
to follow and serve, we will respond with faith and trust, even if we do not yet know where God is 
leading us or what God is calling us to do. 

 

• Pray for ministries, nonprofit organizations and agencies that serve the daily needs of communi-
ties, families and individuals; pursue justice and equity; build resilience to cope with disasters and 
crises; accompany immigrants and refugees; and bring the hope and love of Christ where there is 
despair and weariness. 

Hope, Hearts & Home Luncheon (Virtual Event)  
Sunday, February 28, 2021  

12:30-1:30pm  
 

RSVP by Friday, January 31 for early-bird discount  
 

of $50 per person/$400 for a ”table” (10 meals).  
 

For more information: https://www.ihn-cos.org/hearts  
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group: 

February 7 
Roger Aden 
Megan Stevens 
 
February 8 
Asher Chafetz 
Michaela Eskew 
Jeff Gross 
Kari McDonald 
Lane Pinnow 
 
February 9 
Trinity Isidore 
Jake Marcotte 
Chase McCall 
Grady Winegar 
 
February 10 
Matthew Clark 
Darren Halla 
Ashley Harmon 
Ann Harris 
Dale Pavek 
William Perry 
Holly Smith 

February 11 
Raymond Kellermann 
Jack Walton 
 
February 12 
Vickie Kennedy 
Elinor Richardson 
Bob Tim 
Jill Yellico 
 
February 13 
Bonnie Appell 
Morton Dickson 
Betsy Kennison 
Bill Lipscomb 
Sarah Jane Orcutt 
Edith Rayer 
Sarrah Yoder 
Jamie Zaves 

February 7 
Mark & Cindy Stanley - 23 years 
 
February 12 
Ed & Norma Pounds - 72 years 
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Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Jane Blaus 
The Beauchamp Family 
Jacque Bokelman 
John Braden 
Jerry Brunet 
Leslie Crowley 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Ed 
Shane Fross 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jeff Hjelmstad & Family 
Beverly Hodges 
Chris Huston 
Jane 
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Jane Juris 
Karen 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremia Miller 
Debra Mills 

Lucille Moe 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Arline Niles 
Sam Norton 
Betsy Plante 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Roger   
Bob Sandall 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ervin & Kari Southard 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
The Mark Stragne 
Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
The Swearingen Family 
Arlyne Thomas 
Aaron Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Susan Warden 
Keith Wilkinson 
Lori Willis 
Martin Winkler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, November 14, 1927.  
In the envelope carton will be found a special 
envelope for the church’s Thanks-offering 
which is an annual affair with our congrega-
tion.  It is going to be needed for the current 
expense fund of the church to enable the coun-
cil to meet all of the bills before the end of the 
year.  We hope that it will be as liberal as it has 
been in the past years. 

flccs.net
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 The elevator shaft is almost finished! 

A crane was brought in for the  
steel staircase. 

A massive support beam which weighs 800 
pounds (picture to the left) will be placed 
in the kitchen (above). 


