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FROM THE PASTOR 

The holidays are tough for many of you who have lost loved ones. While the rest of us make merry, 
some of us are grieving and wishing we could go back in time and spend one more Christmas with a 
beloved departed. In the church we make room for grief, even during the happiest of holidays. Because 
we recognize that what we are celebrating, God with us, is actually more about our grief than our joy. 
We are celebrating God’s answering the human prayer for help and healing. That’s what Advent is 
about. That’s what Christmas is about. God has heard our cries, felt our pain and answered in the  
coming of Jesus. And God will send Jesus back to bring us all home, healthy and whole, on the last 
day.   
 
I’m giving Pastor Carrie a month off during Advent, Christmas and the anniversary of the death of her 
husband, Monk. As she enters the holidays, one year since that tragedy, I feel we should give her some 
space and time to make it through what will be a difficult month. She will leave December 14 and  
return January 15. Please give her this space; consider it a mini–sabbatical. Direct any pastoral care  
concerns to me during this time.  
  
If you are grieving this season, I invite you to come to worship. Come on Sundays and hear the good 
news that The Dawn Draws Near. Come on Wednesdays and let the music of Holden Evening Prayer 
wash over you and fill you with peace. Join us for Blue Christmas, at 6 p.m. on the longest night of the 
year, December 21, for a service that names our grief and the hope we have in Christ.   
 
This Sunday we come together at 3:30 p.m. for Lessons and Carols. I encourage you to attend. The 
choir and musicians will lead us through song and scripture. I still remember my first time sitting in 
the Sanctuary and being surrounded by the choir as they sang peace into our souls.   
 
May God bless you this Advent and continue to speak hope into your life. The dawn draws near  
indeed.  
 
-Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

ADVENT 2 2022 
MATTHEW 3: 1-12 
DECEMBER 4, 2022 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ Emmanuel, who was, 
who is, and who is to come. 
 
Waiting, watching, preparing, repenting. And the dawn draws near.  But before the dawn draws 
near, I think we sit in the discomfort of each of these things, with waiting, watching, preparing, re-
penting.  Perhaps it’s why John the Baptist always comes across to us as so awkward, too.  None of it 
comes easy; we’re always clamoring for the next things, ready to move on, taking things in for con-
sumption and wanting to be ready so we don’t miss anything.  And the irony is that we’re so focused 
on the next thing we hardly take time to be in the present.   
 
Waiting, watching, preparing, repenting.  They are good and important things, which is what the 
Baptizer ultimately tells us. But Matthew’s telling of the story, I think, raises an important question: 
for what do we wait, and watch, and prepare? And where do we find the courage and hope to repent? 
For Matthew, the matter is clear: it is Jesus, always and only Jesus, the one who judges in order to for-
give, accuses in order to justify, gives law in order to show grace, and dies that we might have life. 
Matthew loves the law and sees in it the clearest indication of God’s will for us. And Jesus is not just 
the fulfiller of the law; for Matthew, he is also its fulfillment. For in Jesus God’s love is made manifes;t 
and all that the prophets pointed us towards finally becomes clear. 
 
Yet here we are with John the Baptist shouting to those who had come to listen, telling them to repent 
and to prepare the way.  I wonder what it was that drew people to John?  What was it they were long-
ing for that would send them to be baptized by this man in the wilderness?  And then the question of 
what does that mean for us today?  Where are we having John the Baptist moments where people are 
being drawn into the body of Christ?  What is it that the world is longing for, and we have to offer?  
Or perhaps that God has to offer, hopefully, in and through us.  It's my hope that the church offers 
hope, that we offer community, that we offer the love of Christ in our words and actions.  And that we 
see not only in Advent, but perhaps most visibly in Advent, that the church thinks anew about how to 
join God in the movement towards a world that is more like the realm of heaven. I can think of no 
better Advent guide than John the Baptist, whose instructions for preparation are condensed into 
one word: “Repent!”  Now, repent perhaps doesn’t seem like the kindest of invitations to the body of 
Christ and to showing love in the world, but when we can orient ourselves to change in the world, to  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

hope that holds change, we are being authentic 
to who we are as people of God, not perfect but 
forgiven and welcomed in a community that 
claims a Savior who is greater than ourselves. 
 

As the people were gathering around John, and 
as we gather today, I find myself asking what is 
it that we most deeply hope for, long for, or ex-
pect in our lives for the present or for the fu-
ture?  If we were to fill in the dots and draw the 
picture, if our deepest longings were to be ful-
filled, what would the picture look like, of our-
selves, of our world, and of ourselves in relation 
to those around us and to the world in which we 
live?   
 

As we inch closer and closer to the coming of the 
Messiah, what do we find missing from our 
lives? What are we looking for, yearning for, 
wanting to claim or reclaim as our Christian 
identity?  What were those who gathered 
around John looking for and what might those 
who are looking for a church home be seeking?  
It might not be John yelling at us to repent, but 
it could indeed be the message of hope that 
comes with a heart that is seeking change, and 
change comes when we too can yell “repent” so 
we can see hope in a world that is waiting, 
watching, and preparing. At the heart of the les-
son from Matthew for this Sunday in Advent, 
and maybe even its overall theme, is the matter 
of hope. Maybe it seems like an unlikely pairing 
of hope and repentance. I would argue they 
make the perfect pair.  We hold onto hope  
trusting that it will shape our future, that all we 
hold hope in is what will come into being.  

Isaiah’s prophecy (11: 1-10) offers some  
proposals, noting images of righteousness, of 
equity, of peace, the cessation of harm, the uni-
ty of all nations under the rule of God. We hear 
and expect the promises of God to be fulfilled 
even today, ongoing actions of hope in a world 
that hasn’t given up on God.  And this is not just 
a matter of hope, but it is a matter of repent-
ance. The kingdom is near, yet repentance has 
something to do with preparing the way for 
God’s entry into our lives. The call for repent-
ance signals that there is something not quite 
right, something that is still wrong and there is 
a need for change. Repentance and its work in 
baptism signal a theme repeated throughout 
Matthew: God’s power is present, but it is not 
unrelated to what we do. There will be plenty of 
time in Matthew to wrestle with issues of law 
and righteousness, of grace and works, of faith 
and responsibility. The place where I think that 
Matthew connects for us the hope of all that is 
to come and the repentance that we are both 
called to live into and promised in our baptism 
are when he identifies that it is God’s power 
that calls for and enables a transformed new 
life of discipleship. And when John the Baptist 
is shouting, and the crowds are drawing near it 
is in search of something new and something 
renewed within that will lead us to hope.  May-
be John’s message of urgency, threat, fulfill-
ment, and hope was so widely popular because 
he actually believed it himself. Maybe John was-
n’t some scary, stern, wild-eyed, bug-eating, 
über-assured screamer down by the river as 
much as he was a preacher whose messages 
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were true to his own adventure toward ongoing 
repentance—manifesting his own urgency, fear, 
confidence, and hope, as those experiences 
shaped his life. 
 

For Christians repentance is not a religious mo-
ment or experience in which we “come to God,” 
but then continue to live within the social narra-
tives and structures that constitute life as usual. 
Repentance is an ongoing state of readiness to 
challenge our commonplaces, the myths we live 
by, which produce not the fruit of repentance, 
but the practices of alienation and violence we 
too easily take for granted. 
 Repentance then directs our vision not so much 
to sorrow for the past but to the promise of a 
new beginning. Hear this again, repentance is 
about saying we’re sorry, asking for forgiveness 
but does not dwell on our sorrow for the past but 
to the promise of a new beginning. The promise 
of this lesson is that because God’s reign is so 
near it has the power to bring about this new 
orientation of life. 
 

John calls for his hearers to “Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance”. This comes as our response to the 
promise of God, it’s all of the promises and the 
responses that we hear today in our baptismal 
liturgy, and it all comes in response to God who 
comes down to us, who loves us, who meets us 
where we are. For us, it’s a question of what 
shape does the kingdom and repentance take in 
our lives? If the promises of God are a matter of 
grace and gift, do I have any responsibility? Mat-
thew’s answer is a clear “Yes.” Repentance and 
fruit belong together, and such bearing of fruit 

means we are not to be enslaved to the past, but 
to be open to the future of what God is doing 
and will do. Repentance allows us to assume 
responsibility for the future and not to be tied 
to the past or to our own personal narratives of 
goodness in the kingdom, particularly our own 
goodness or righteousness in the kingdom. In 
baptism’s call we leave behind our narratives 
and can remember that we live in response to 
God; it’s there that we experience the trans-
forming power that links being children of God 
and the doing that is bearing fruit, making the 
connection between faith and action. When 
John claims that God is able to raise up chil-
dren, this is our advent announcement of wait-
ing, watching, preparing, and repenting as it is 
the power of God that will indeed “raise up” a 
child whose life, death, and resurrection will be 
life and salvation for us.  
 

So today I invite you to move into this Advent 
season in hope and in the sure confidence that 
fruit is yet to come, that God is always doing 
new things among us as he does in baptism and 
in repentance, that we are a changed people 
believing that promises are always a matter of 
hope. As the dawn draws near, we can hear 
God’s promise again in this “one who is com-
ing” leading us to be called to repentance and 
so empowered to rethink, to re-imagine, and to 
reorder our lives by the power of God’s pres-
ence who is with us yesterday, today, and to-
morrow. Amen. 
 
-Pastor Carrie 
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HOLIDAY CARE PACKAGES FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

We are going to make care packages 
that go out to our college students ! If 
you have a young adult in college, 
please email Michaela with their cam-
pus addresses. If you are interested in  
helping pack them or donating items 
for the care packages, please email 
Michaela as well with your interest. 
You can reach Michaela at 
michaela@flccs.net.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL  
TREE OF WARMTH 
 

Please consider helping us to 
‘Love Our Neighbors’ by keeping 
them warm! We can only accept 
new (or handmade) mittens, 
gloves, hats, scarves, and socks. 
Put them on the tree in the Thru-
way. This year we are accepting 
donations until Dec. 31 and will 
make multiple deliveries as the 
tree fills up. Thank you!  

PUMPKIN PIE MAKING FOR PIE FEST 
December 10 from 1 – 5 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place Kitchen 
Grades 6 – 12 
 

Our pumpkin patch just keeps giving! Middle 
School and High School youth are encouraged 
to join us for some pumpkin pie making for the 
following day’s Pie Fest. Last month, the youth 
cleaned, cooked, and scooped the pumpkins. 
This month they will be putting that hard work 
into making the pumpkin puree into delicious 
pies. 

CHRISTMAS AT FOREST BEND FARM 
December 10 from 5 – 8:30 p.m. in the Youth 
Center 
Grades 6 – 12. Separate Carpools will leave at 
5:30 p.m. 
 
After hard work making Pumpkin Pies, we will 
feed the youth dinner in the Peel House and 
head off for some Christmas fun at Forest Bend 
Farm. There will be hot cocoa, hot cider, smores, 
and cookie making as well as a hay ride, animal 
viewing, and outdoor games. Bring $15 to cover 
the cost of entrance and dress warmly because 
this event is outside. 

mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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To celebrate in this Advent season we will be 
having a special breakfast and story time with 
Saint Nicholas from 9 – 10:30 a.m. on 
December 10. . We will join together for a free 
breakfast, with hot cocoa and candy canes, 
and then we will end our time together with a 
few Christmas stories read by our special 
guest, Saint Nicholas. This event is open to the 
public and we welcome any families that want 
to join us! Preschool through 5th graders are 
welcome and must be accompanied by a 
caregiver. 
 

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS 
DECEMBER 10 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
December 14 from 7 – 8:15 p.m. in the Youth 
Center 
Grades 6 – 8 
 
During the regularly scheduled Middle School 
Youth Group, we will celebrate Christmas 
with a Christmas Party just for our middle 
schoolers. Friends are welcome as always. 
Please bring a white elephant gift to share, 
$10 limit. We will be bringing extra white ele-
phants to cover anyone that might be joining 
as a visitor or forgot to bring one. 

HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
December 16 from 5 -  9:45 p.m.  
Grades 9 – 12 
 
The High Schoolers have planned their own 
Christmas party, so get ready for a jam-packed 
evening. First, we will order in some Chik-Fil-A 
for dinner. Then we will head to The Summit 
for some fun time at the arcade, laser tag, and 
bowling. We will end the night at church for 
our Secret Santa reveals for those that have 
been participating over the last month. If you 
did not participate in Secret Santa, we will have 
a special gift waiting for you back at church. 
Bring $15 to cover some of the costs, and as  
always, friends are welcome! 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
ROSEMOUNT MUSEUM, PUEBLO 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022 
MEET AT CHURCH BY 8:50 A.M., DEPART AT 9 A.M. 
COST:  $23 (INCLUDES TOUR AND LUNCH BUFFET AT DO DROP INN *SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS) 
DEADLINE TO RSVP:  FRIDAY DECEMBER 9, 2022 
 
Please join the OWLs as we take a holiday tour of the historic Rosemount Museum in Pueblo all deco-
rated for the holiday season. “Built in 1893, this 37-room mansion was home to the John A. and  
Margret Thatcher family and was named for Mrs. Thatcher’s favorite flower.  It remained a family  
residence for 75 years. Nearly all furnishings, accessories, decorative arts, paintings, custom  
woodwork, wall and window treatments are original to the home (rosemount.org). After the tour, we 
will visit the Do Drop Inn to enjoy a lunch buffet of pasta, pizza, and salad.  Drinks are not included in 
the price of the buffet and can be purchased individually.  Gratuity is included in the price of the  
buffet. Please use the following link to sign up online: http://bit.ly/3UYGcxp 
You may also call the church at 719.632.8836 to sign up. PLEASE NOTE:  The group will need to carpool 
to Pueblo due to the ongoing bus situation. Please note in your registration if you need a ride and/or if 
you can provide a spot for a person in your carpool.  

 FIRST LUTHERAN GOES TO RAINBOW TRAIL LUTHERAN 
CAMP! 
 Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 2023 

 
Week                                                                        Openings 
Junior High #1 (June 11-17)                     37 Male          39 Female 
Junior #1 (June 18-24)                              18 Male         13 Female 
Intro to Camp #1 (June 18-21)                FULL             FULL 
Intro to Camp #2 (June 21-24)               7 Male          1 Female 
Senior High #1 (July 9-15)                       32 Male         11 Female 
     Grandma Cher’s Week! 
Junior #2 (July 30-Aug 5)                        1 Male           15 Female 
Junior High #2 (July 30-Aug 5)              4 Male           3 Female 
Intro to Camp #3 (July 30-Aug 2)         8 Male           10 Female 

http://bit.ly/3UYGcxp
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FLC THEATRE GROUP 
 

Chicago  
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
Pikes Peak Center, 2 p.m. 
 
We have reserved 25 seats in the Orchestra. 
Group discount pricing is $80/seat. Ticket sales 
will close on December 30, 2022, so get yours 
soon! Details coming of where we will meet for 
lunch prior to the show. Chicago is a 1975 Ameri-
can musical with music by John Kander, lyrics by 
Fred Ebb, and book by Ebb and Bob Fosse. Set in 
Chicago in the jazz age, the musical is based on a 
1926 play of the same title by reporter Maurine 
Dallas Watkins, about actual criminals and the 
crimes on which she reported. 

https://bit.ly/3TM6UYW 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

 We still need 22 more volunteers to assist with 
Christmas Eve services, Communion Prepara-
tion, Communion Clean-Up, Greeters and  
Ushers.  
 
Sign Up here: https://bit.ly/3UyVnga 

                  VOLUNTEER SIGN-UPS FOR THE 1ST QUARTER OF 2023! 
 
               Mass emails went out on Friday, December 1 for you to choose your   
             volunteer dates/times in January, February, and March 2023. 
            A separate email is sent for each category. For example, if you indicated on   
          your Time and Talent survey that you’d like to Greet and serve on the  
        Communion Set-Up Team, you were sent one email to sign up to Greet and a  
      separate email to sign up to prepare Communion. We need everyone’s help to fill 
     volunteer spaces for three services each Sunday. If you aren’t on our list of volunteers, but   
   would like to give something a try, fill out a Time and Talent survey here: https://bit.ly/2OyeHxM 

https://bit.ly/3TM6UYW
https://bit.ly/3UyVnga
https://bit.ly/2OyeHxM
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

This month the group will meet at The  Golden 
Bee at The Broadmoor, 1 Lake Circle, May 19 at 

Our congregation is amazing! Your 
gift should be in an envelope (for gift 
cards) or a gift bag. Do not wrap the 

gifts.  
• Prison Fellowship gifts (angel- shaped 

tags) need to be returned to church by 
Sunday, December 11.  

We will be having a pick-up party for Prison  
Fellowship gifts. Let Julie Furstenau know if you 
are interested in helping with the pick-up party.  

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 

Unique hand-crafted items from the 
Christian Olive Wood Project 

  
The sale of these items provides a source of  

income for Palestinian Christian woodcarvers 
who are struggling with poverty.  

These unique olive wood carvings make lovely 
and meaningful Christmas gifts.   

Olive Wood sales are through December 11. 

We will not meet in 
December. See you in 
January! 

 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
 

If you would like to designate a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of a loved one, 
you may do so by going to this link: https://bit.ly/3CJzP7d, completing the form and 
following the instructions to pay online. You may also mail your requests to the 
church along with your check. The cost is $10.00 per plant. 

 

A dedication list will be published in the Ekklesia, December 21 , in the Christmas Eve worship bulletin and 
posted on our website. Designations must be received no later than Sunday, December 11 by 1 p.m., or they will 
not be included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Your poinsettia will be available for pick-up beginning  
Sunday, December 25 following the worship service or Monday through Friday during office hours  
(9 a.m. to 3 p.m.). 

https://bit.ly/3CJzP7d
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

As we approach the end of 2022 and look to the beginning of 2023, I wanted to give you an update on First Lu-
theran’s finances.  As Pastor Travis noted in October, we had some ground to cover for the remainder of 2022 to 
cover our 2022 expenses.  The congregation took his appeal to heart and there has been good progress made.  
We don’t have complete information for November yet, but November income from pledges and other offerings 
was approximately 13.5 percent higher than the prior November.  If that trend continues for December and ex-
penses are monitored, it is expected that we will close the year with a deficit in the $150,000 range.  The deficit 
will be covered from reserves that First Lutheran has put aside from prior years’ surpluses.  That will leave un-
designated reserves to carry to later years of around $100,000 at the end of 2022.  While using reserves is never 
how we like to cover deficits, that is why the reserves were established.  My hope is that my projections for the 
remainder of 2022 will prove very conservative and the congregation will continue to step up as it has done in 
the past.   
 

The ministry spending plan for 2023 that was approved in October was $2.2 million, compared to approximately 
$2.06 million for 2022.  The recently completed ingathering of pledges for 2023 resulted in just under $1.4 mil-
lion in pledges from the congregation.  The first reaction is that is a huge gap between the spending plan and 
pledges, and it is.  This is generally the case, however.  For example, pledges for 2022 were also $1.4 million, but 
the congregation is projected to give a little over $2 million for 2022.  The Church Council is keenly aware of the 
aggressive budget for 2023 and will be monitoring it closely during the year.  There have been some develop-
ments already that have reduced the budgeted expenses by around $150,000 for 2023 and Pastor Travis and the 
staff are continually watching for ways to further outperform the budget.  My goal long term as Treasurer of the 
Council,  is to re-establish the reserves to a much higher level.  As noted, we will have only $100,000 in undesig-
nated reserves available at the beginning of 2023.  A reasonable and attainable goal would be to have this at the 
$500,000-$750,000 level at the end of five years.  I know that sounds a bit ambitious, but what Lutheran does 
not like, and more importantly, respond to a challenge.  Final thought on 2023, while I mentioned the gap above 
between the revenue needed for 2023 and the current pledges as not being unusual, it would be better if we 
could narrow that. A pledge is just that, a commitment that we make to First Lutheran, and to our outreach pro-
grams in the community. I believe that the more families that do pledge, the better the chance that we can cover 
all of our spending plan vs. those families making gifts periodically throughout the year.  So, my ask is this, if 
you have not pledged a commitment for 2023, that you complete and return a pledge card for 2023 prior to the 
end of this year.   
 

One other item I wanted to touch on.  You may ask why we are spending money on various improvements and 
construction given what I covered above.  Many times, First Lutheran receives funds from estates and other 
sources that the donor has restricted to use for capital expenditures and projects.  We hold and account for 
those funds separately from the operating funds.  Currently we have approximately $250,000 in reserves availa-
ble for capital expenditures.  At this point, it is not anticipated that funds other than capital reserves (or newly 
received capital funds) will be used for capital improvements. 
 

Thank you for all that you do to support the work of First Lutheran.  If you have any questions, please reach out 
to me, my cell is 719.330.0762 and my email is tad.goodenbour@forvis.com.   

UPDATE FROM CHURCH TREASURER - TAD GOODENBAUER 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
mailto:tad.goodenbour@forvis.com
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 
8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

 

   

WORSHIP & STUDY 

SEEING IS BELIEVING: EXPLORING 
THE ART OF MAKOTO FUJIMURA 
 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
November 27 to December 18 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor (except 
12/18 when we will be in Fireside) 
 

This Advent we will be exploring the modern 
artwork of Makoto Fujimura, an American 
 artist trained in the ancient ways of Japanese 
art. Each week we will explore Advent  
scriptures alongside Fujimura's art and  
writings on faith. It is sure to be a multi-
sensory experience that hopes to capture the 
glory and gift of the Incarnation. We will also 
be viewing the 2016 Martin Scorsese film  
Silence (Rated R) on Saturday, December 10 
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

December 11 - Silence 
December 18 - Re-sonance 

 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
Wednesdays  

December 7, 14 and 21 
 7 p.m. 

Peel House 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE December 11 is Shelly Schmidt’s last Sunday as 
our Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries. 
Please join me in thanking her for her 17 years of 
ministry here at First Lutheran. Shelly will be 
celebrated by the children and youth this com-
ing week. There will be a cupcake party on Sun-

day for the children to have a chance to express 
their appreciation for all that Shelly has done for 
our Sunday school program. On Wednesday, 
December 14 at the middle school Christmas 
party and on Friday, December 16 at the high 
school Christmas party the students will have an 
opportunity to thank Shelly for what she has 
meant to them.  
 

God has used Shelly to bless children for several 
generations, and First Lutheran is grateful for 
all that she has done. Her love for children and 
their families has always been at the forefront of 
her ministry and she will be missed.  
  
Sunday School will meet on December 18 as  
usual and then take a break until January 8.   

SHELLY SCHMIDT 
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December 11 
Scott Anderson 
Patricia Atkins 
Kris Cartwright 
 
December 12 
Erv Rokke 
 
December 13 
Corby Meyer 
Brad Olson 
Janet Romsos 
Pat Untz 
 
December  14 
Shayne Harrell 
 

December 12 
Jeff & Mitz Gross - 35 years 
Joel & Sarrah Yoder - 13 years 
 
December 14 
Katie & Chris Ackerman - 9 years 
Gary & Patricia Atkins - 48 years 
Lynne & Steve Bennett - 37 years 
Dave & Suzanne DuBois - 53 years 
 
December 15 
Glenn & Karen Frank - 60 years 
 
December 16 
Steve & Anita Iskra - 55 years 
 

December 15 
Mary Auten 
Michael J Bigelow 
Cara Chafetz 
Riley Walsh 
Cliff Wright 
 
December 16 
Don Kusulas 
Ed Weaver 
 
December 17 
Gwen Auten 
Carolyn McDole 
Grace McLaury 
Trond Ostrem 
Jack Peterson 
Phyllis Witzig 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Lynn Bennett 
Joan Boehm 
Jacque Bokelman 
Betsy Bonner 
Garrett & Kirsten Boyd 
Penn Boyd 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Jeremy Bullock 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Christopher 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Cody & Family 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
JR Edmunds 
Corrine Gibson 
Mitch & Linda Gillespie 
Lee Gross 
Claudia, Michael & Eric 
Harris 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Jessica Herrin 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Josh Jones 
Susan Keljo 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Tom Keilers 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Peggy Klisavage 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Christien Lopez & Family 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Pastor Hank Maertens 
Tom Martin 
Jim Matthews 
The Matykowski Family 
The McClanahan Family 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Mark Mueller 
The Patrick Murphy 
Family 
The Nichols Family 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Michael O'Sullivan 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Don Reed 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 

Tara Soppe 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Jennifer Thompson 

Becky & John Vaage 
The Jim Vance Family 
Lynne Whaley 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Marj Woodworth 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family & friends of  

GILBERT L. BURTON  
Pam Haines father;  
Bob’s father-in-law;  

father of four; grandfather of eight;  
great-grandfather of many;  

whose memorial service will be  
this Saturday in Illinois.  

Date of death was December 3. 2022. 
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