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Merry Christmas! 

A babe is born in Bethlehem! 
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From the Pastor 

Merry Christmas! I hope you felt God’s spirit move within you as you celebrated the birth of Jesus 
this year. What a gift we have been given in our Savior. To think that the God who created the uni-
verse would enter our fragile life to save us is beyond comprehension. All that’s left is to worship and 
adore the One who loves us so much. 
It’s been a busy time around here. I want to express my gratitude to the staff at First Lutheran for all 
their hard work during the busy Advent and Christmas season. They are an incredible group of peo-
ple for which I daily give thanks. It’s a joy to do ministry with people who love their work and the 
people they serve. To honor them we are going to give them some time off and slow things down 
next week.  
The office will be closed from December 28-January 1st. We won’t be publishing this newsletter next 
week and we won’t be doing much online posting either. We’ll still have worship on December 27 
and January 3, but there won’t be any in person events.  
In the month of January we will continue online worship. We’ll also be starting a new program 
called BASIC Training, that I hope everyone participates in. You’ll hear more about that in the weeks 
to come.  
On behalf of the staff of First Lutheran I want to say thank-you for your partnership in this ministry. 
We’ve been challenged this year, but together we have risen to the challenge. Next year will prove 
difficult at first, I suspect, but I have no doubt in this congregation’s ability to adapt and adjust as 
necessary to pursue the mission God has given us.  
 
Merry Christmas my friends. See you online   
                        -Pastor Travis 



Sermon cont. p. 4 

4 ADVENT 2020 
LUKE 1: 26-38 & 46B-55 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 
 

Have you ever visited a place and it touches you so deeply that it moves you to tears?  Just over a year 
ago I had that experience, and it is so vivid for me.  We were in the final days of a trip to Italy, visiting 
Rome and all the sites it is known for.  I was prepared for the Vatican and Colosseum, the Trevi Foun-
tain and the Spanish Steps, but I did not know that it was a particular Basilica that would move me to 
weep.  In Rome there are four major papal basilicas, St. Paul Outside the Walls, St. John Lateran, St. 
Peter, and St. Mary Major.  When we arrived at St. Mary Major, I was without words.  It was so much 
to take in, an entire basilica, built in the fifth century honoring the mother of Jesus, a woman who 
came from humble beginnings, who was 14 years old when told she would be the mother of the Son of 
God.  For me, a woman preacher, it was overwhelming to be in a sacred space dedicated to a woman, 
and to remember the words that Gabriel spoke to her saying, “You have found favor with God,” and to 
believe that those words were spoken to me and women all throughout the ages and to also remember 
Mary’s response, “Here I am, a servant of the Lord.”  And those words just sat with me and echoed 
with me as I took in both the sights of the church and heard a familiar liturgy being sung in Italian 
coming from a chapel on the other end of the nave.  We Lutherans don’t spend a whole lot of time 
talking about Mary, and we don’t pray to saints, but when I think about whose story moves me and 
who I might identify with in stories throughout the Bible, Mary comes to mind for me a lot of the 
time.   
  

When the angel came to Mary it must have been an exasperating event, unexpected at best, frighten-
ing at worst.  Gabriel just jumps right into telling her that the Lord is with her, and as she wonders 
what this greeting might mean, he tells her, “do not be afraid” followed by the rest of the story, what it 
means for her to be in good favor, and that the Lord is with her.  All of this must have been a lot to take 
in, confusing, overwhelming, frightening.  She is reassured that “nothing will be impossible with 
God”.  Her reaction was to say, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.”  Mary was met with what was cer-
tain impossibility: she herself being pregnant, being told of her relative Elizabeth being pregnant, 
being visited by an angel with a message just for her.  All of these things, seemingly impossible, but 
met with an answer to serve the Lord.   
 

How do we live past the impossibilities that we are met with each day in our lives, in the world around 
us?  What does it take for us to know and to understand and to believe that we are in good favor with 
God?  Mary took a moment, the gospel says; she pondered and before she could say anything Gabriel 
broke in with assurance.  This is not to say that Mary didn’t still wonder what was going on, that she 
wasn’t incredulous at the assertion she would birth the savior of the world.  Sometimes we, too, are  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

called to serve in ways for which we don’t be-
lieve we are equipped, in circumstances that 
are beyond our control, in things that are out of 
our comfort zone.  Today in a changing world, 
in a pandemic world, we are called to serve in 
ways that put others before ourselves, to make 
choices that offer protection to our brothers 
and sisters, and to live in hope that God is with 
us making what seems impossible, possible. 
 
In this season of Advent, looking ahead to this 
final week leading into the birth of Christ, I 
wonder what might have happened when Mary 
pondered and if she came to a place of belief or 
hope.  I have no doubt that Mary believed in 
God, that she placed her faith in Him. Belief in 
God and the possibility of his Son coming into 
the world was what had been told through the 
prophets.  Mary’s conception of Jesus, through 
the Holy Spirit is not just a matter of belief, but 
it is a measure of hope.  Hope of what was, 
what is, and what is to come.  Hope that impos-
sibilities are possible with God, that the lowly 
are lifted up, that saying yes to God is filled 
with promise and joy even in times of darkness 
and despair.  Mary’s uniqueness comes not just 
in her immaculate conception but her willing-
ness to say “yes”. We, too, should say yes to 
those things that might seem impossible, re-
membering that with God all things are possi-
ble.  What we think is impossible might be God 
breaking into our lives with a deeper reality 
than we had known before. As we begin this 
new church year, reflecting on a year that has 
been tumultuous at best, may we continue to 
receive the words of Gabriel to Mary that God is 

with us. Maybe we understand that just as 
Mary’s life was totally upended when she said 
yes to God in response to the angel, perhaps we, 
too, can find God’s favor in the midst of chal-
lenges and distress, remembering that even as 
destruction surrounds us, God breaks in with 
the holy interruption that is now Gabriel’s mes-
sage that we are favored and the hope that will 
come in Jesus Christ the greatest of Holy Inter-
ruptions.   
 
Hope is the word we need in this final Advent 
stretch. Hope does not get scared at the thought 
of the ridiculous or what seems out of reach.  
Hope moves us forwards into one holy interrup-
tion after another and carries us to the miracle 
of being able to say “yes” to God when life and 
whatever it hands us might seem impossible. 
Hope holds us close in favor with God who is for 
us. When we say “yes” to God’s ways, when we 
are open in our responses to the holy interrup-
tions, then the world is transformed. 
 
Mary’s willingness to say “yes” and then act up-
on her affirmation moves us just the same to be 
actors in God’s holy adventure. God presents 
possibilities for new birth and we are called to 
fully carry out these possibilities and nurture 
them in our broken world. Mary’s “yes” opens 
the door for impossibly possible adventures for 
herself and our world. She gives birth to God’s 
vision for hope and faith in our world as she 
opens the door for the coming Christ. Let us 
open ourselves to the holy interruptions sent by 
God that often find us in all our unprepared-
ness, and let us be willing to say “yes” for God’s 
dream taking birth in our own lives. 
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And so together with Mary, we respond to the 
hope Emmanuel, God with us in Mary’s Song 
as we live into the holy interruptions of the 
world:  
 

And Mary[a] said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness 

 of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call 

 me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for 

 me,  
and holy is his name. 

50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

 their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from 

 their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 

53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 

55 according to the promise he made to our  
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 

 forever.” 
                Luke 1: 46-55   
 
              -Pastor Carrie 

PRAYER VENTURES 
• Winter solstice  On this day with the least 

amount of daylight, observed as the begin-
ning of winter, pray that we will be drawn to 
the eternal light of Christ born into the 
world — a gift for all people and all genera-
tions that illuminates God’s redemptive love 
for us and God’s desire and intent for how 
we might live together. 

 
•  With prayerful sighs of relief and expres-

sions of gratitude, give thanks for God’s cov-
enant to grant humankind love, forgiveness, 
new life and redemption through the prom-
ised Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

• Remember and give thanks for the people in 
your life who taught you the nativity story 
and recounted the promise God made to us 
and fulfilled through Jesus Christ. 

 
• Christmas Day  Give praise and thanks for 

God’s boundless love, mercy and grace, re-
vealed to the world and all humanity 
through the light of Jesus Christ, son of God, 
son of humanity; our source of truth, salva-
tion, new life and wholeness. 

 
• Pray for the Spirit to help us understand and 

have faith in Jesus as the son of God, born to 
walk among us, live through our daily strug-
gles and needs, teach us God’s ways and 
word, and restore our relationships with 
God, one another and creation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A46-55&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24932a
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Christmas Eve 2020 

Can we take a minute this Christmas Eve to just be honest about some things? This isn’t what we wanted for 
Christmas. Do you remember that feeling on Christmas morning as a kid or even as an adult 
when you opened up a present, and when you saw the gift you were disappointed? It just wasn’t what you 
wanted. For me it was in the fifth grade. For some reason I asked for an electronic typewriter, one where I 
could erase my mistakes. When I woke up on Christmas morning and opened up the gift, I realized I didn ’t 
really want a typewriter. Then I watched in jealousy as my brothers opened up toys and games. There wasn’t 
anything to be done about it. I had to just kind of sit with the disappointment of my own making. It’s what I 
had asked for, after all. 
 

This year most of us are feeling some letdown, some disappointment about Christmas. And there’s no one to 
blame really; it’s just the way it is. We can’t gather with family; we can’t pack the Sanctuary. Shopping was 
mostly done online; the malls were empty, taking a lot of the fun out of it. We’re all missing something tonight. 
Take a second and name what you’re missing. That’s one of the perks of online worship, you can talk over the 
sermon and I won’t know it, and nobody will be disrupted! 
 

So just name out loud with whomever you’re with, or even by yourself, what are you missing this Christmas?  
I’ll do it, too. I’m missing all of you packed in this Sanctuary, lighting candles. I’m missing all the C & E people 
that we only see a few times a year and all you college kids home for Christmas break. I’m missing seeing the 
joy on your faces as you are so happy to have your family together. I’m missing watching moms trying to wran-
gle kids in front of Christmas tree backdrops for a family picture. I’m missing the sound of 1,500 people sing-
ing O Come All Ye Faithful and Silent Night. There, now we’ve gotten it out of our systems� . 
 

Do you feel better? Maybe a little? I remember going to Bethlehem in 1999 with my Hebrew professor and semi-
nary classmates. We went into the Church of the Nativity and had to crouch down just to get through the door. 
The church had been built over the spot where Jesus had been born. But what I remember about that was how 
disappointed I was in the whole experience. It wasn’t a manger like I had imagined. It was a stone with an in-
laid golden star and all sorts of decorations around it. They were decorations from another time and another 
tradition, lots of gold and candles and ornate metal work. And none of it worked for me; it just felt so fake and 
unhelpful. I’m not sure what I expected or even wanted from that moment. Did I think I was going to touch the 
hay that baby Jesus was laid in? Did I hope to run my hand across 2000-year-old timber framing, something 
like the nativity’s I’d seen? I think what I wanted in that moment was for something real and true. I didn ’t want 
a church and decorated stone. I wanted to connect with what I read in Luke’s Gospel, “And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.” Maybe we can connect this year without all the bells and whistles of Christmas. Maybe this 
year, when we’re not thinking about what’s for Christmas dinner or whether we’ll get to church early enough to 
get a seat. Maybe this year, on our couches and in our chairs at home, we can connect with the story in a new 
way. Because on that first Christmas there were no crowds, no decorations, no traditions of any kind. It was a 
young couple finding room where they could, knowing the baby might come at any minute.  It was probably an 
ordinary birth. When Mary’s water broke, they likely sent for help from midwives and other women. The wom-
en likely talked Mary through the birth and held her hand and told her to breath and push. Baby Jesus was born 
and cried when he took his first breath. Mary held him first and nursed him before wrapping him up in bands 
of cloth. I imagine she handed him to Joseph then, who got to lay eyes on the baby for the first time.  
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Do you remember when you first held your child? I remember each one. This past week, as we lit the Advent can-
dle around the dinner table, Victoria and I told the kids their birth stories. We talked about the trip to the hospi-
tal and the circumstances around their birth. We shared about the drama and trauma and the joy and hope. It’s 
probably the longest we’ve been able to keep our kids at the dinner table; they were so interested in the story. I 
imagine the women who helped Mary, retreating for the night, leaving Mary and Joseph to get some rest. Of 
course, you don’t get much rest with a new baby, so they probably took turns with Jesus, holding him, gazing 
into his eyes, marveling at the miracle of life. 
 

A birth is a miracle in and of itself. And this is how God comes to us. He comes in ordinary, yet miraculous ways. 
He comes to us in stables and mangers, to living rooms and kitchens, in our homes and workplaces and yes, 
even through our computer screens. He comes in ways we can touch and smell:  water, bread, wine, a baby. I was 
watching a news story of a woman who had a baby and then got really sick with COVID-19. She eventually recov-
ered and was able to hold her baby for the first time. The reporter asked her what she did first when she held her 
child and she said, “I smelled him.” The scent of a newborn, the scent of her child. God comes to us in the real 
and the raw, in the ordinary and the normal. He comes so we can know Him, so we can receive the gifts He 
brings.  
 

My children are all doing virtual learning, including my 8-year-old son, Sam, who has Down Syndrome and is 
mostly non-verbal. So, he takes speech therapy through a computer a few times a week with the school’s thera-
pist. You can imagine how difficult this is, but Sam has a little iPad device that will speak for him  when he picks 
the right picture. I was helping him with class as the speech therapist tried to get through to him. And I felt a 
little bad for her because she was making all these animal sounds, trying to get Sam to pick the right picture on 
his iPad. A grown woman growling, and hooting and howling and I’m there just to the side of the screen, embar-
rassed that I’m listening in and trying to contain my giggle. She roared like a lion, and then asked Sam to say 
“lion”, using his device. And he did. He clicked on the picture and the computer said “lion” for him. My giggle 
turned to tears as I saw my son talk with his teacher about lions and elephants and birds, conversations I’ve nev-
er had with him.  
 

God comes to us as a baby to speak to us in terms we can understand. God comes to us as a human 
man because God wants to get through to us. And God loves us so much he will make a fool of himself 
to reach us. He will hoot and holler and make faces. He will suffer and die on a cross. He will do what-
ever it takes to reach through the darkness, through the sin and brokenness of this world to make a 
connection with us. He will place himself in the arms of teenage parents; he will be laid to sleep in the 
food trough of cattle; he will be attended by night workers sleeping in fields. He made himself helpless 
to help us. He made himself small so we could see him. He comes to us in our darkness, in our broken-
ness and offers us the greatest gift of all, Himself, forgiveness of sin, eternal life. 
 

The angels knew it when they announced to the shepherds, “I am bringing you good news of great joy;  
for all the people to you is born this day in the city of David, a savior who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
Good news of great joy for all the people. Good news of great joy for you. Even in 2020. Whatever 
you’re missing tonight, don’t miss this! Immanuel, God with you, right where you are. 
 

Merry Christmas. 
                                  -Pastor Travis 
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Sunday School Annual  

Tree of Warmth  

 

Please consider helping us to ‘Love Our 
Neighbors’ by keeping them warm!   Due to 
Covid-19 we can only accept new (or 
handmade) mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and 
socks.  This year we are accepting donations 
until Dec. 30 and will make multiple deliveries 
as the bin fills up.   
 
 

You can drop your items in the labeled bin 
located between the glass doors by the round 
desk.      

Stories with St. Nicholas   

 
St. Nicholas has recorded four special Christ-
mas stories for kids that will be available on our 
website starting Dec. 16.  Go to flccs.net, Minis-
tries, Youth and click on the link. 

January 

 

7 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
  3-5 & 7 - 8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
10 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8  
  Topic: Life in an Anxious World (MS only) 
14 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
17 – Online Escape Room (MS only), 2 - 3 p.m. 
21 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades 
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
24 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8  
  Topic: Life in a Relational World (MS only) 
28 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
31 – Online ‘Creative Minds Contest’  - details to 
  follow  
 
*Should the weather or the pandemic restrictions 
not allow us to meet in person, an online alternative 
will be offered. Examples: Netflix or Disney+ Watch 
Party, Virtual Escape Room, or Trivia-Game Nights.  
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BECOME INVOLVED 
SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

THE BOOK OF ACTS PODCAST 
  

You may also access all podcasts on the book 
of Acts at the address below. 
https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education  
 
In this time of pandemic, I couldn’t think of a 
more relatable text than the Book of Acts. Join 
me in a weekly podcast, as we put ourselves 
into the shoes of the First Apostles. Let us 
learn from the disciples who began their min-
istry cowering behind locked doors only to be 
called by Jesus Christ to continue his ministry 
and to heal and proclaim their witness to a 
broken world.  

FAITH & JUSTICE: MARTIN  
LUTHER KING, JR.’S SERMONS  
Led by Michaela Eskew  
January 10 - January 17  
 
As we approach 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day and in the 
midst of a tumultu-
ous year of racial 
conversations, we 
will spend the next 
two weeks listening 
to and reading four of MLK Jr’s most famous 
sermons and speeches. Along with his famous 
“I Have a Dream” speech and “Letter from Bir-
mingham Jail,” we will also explore “The Death 
of Evil Upon the Seashore” and “I’ve Been to 
the Mountaintop.” These speeches resonate 
with biblical allusions and deep theological 
understanding, while also transporting us 
right into the middle of the civil rights move-
ment of the 50s and 60s.  

The Sunday Adult Seminar will be 
taking a two-week break and will 
resume January 10.  

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES  

INTRODUCING BASIC TRAINING  
at First Lutheran  
 

In 2021 we will create a discipleship path to help people grow in their Christian faith. The path will 
be based on the acronym BASIC. Each letter represents a component that we believe is critical to 
building a strong foundation in the faith. The path will consist of classes, journaling and shared ex-
periences. We hope everyone at First Lutheran will go through and eventually grow into leading 
some of the components. In this first year we are asking not only for the congregation to participate 
but also that everyone give feedback to help create a path that will serve for years to come.  

What does BASIC stand for?  
 
B- Bible - a weekly 30-minute video class from January 14 - Feb 25 giving an overview of the Bible. 
You’ll learn how the Bible came to be, why it’s trustworthy, what it contains and how to read it for 
spiritual growth. Participants will be encouraged to embark on a yearlong Bible reading plan.  
 
A- Adoration - a daily journal used during the 40 days of Lent, February 17 - April 3 to grow in your 
personal relationship with God. Adoration is about knowing and worshipping God. This journal will 
help us strengthen and deepen our prayer time with God and learn how to develop a lifelong rela-
tionship with the Divine.  
 
S- Salvation - a weekly 30-minute video class taught once a week during the 50 days of Easter, April 4 
-May 23 on theology. Why do we need to be saved? Who is God? Why did Jesus die? How does one 
become a Christian?  
 
I- Imitation - a weekly journal used over the summer, May 24 - August  16 to learn how to be like Je-
sus. Spend time looking at the life of Jesus and how He intends His follower to behave. Learn the 
basics of Christian ethics and do some soul searching to identify areas in your life where you need to 
improve.  
 
C- Church/Call - A weekly 30-minute class beginning the week of August 16 and culminating the 
week of October 17 after the Ministry Gatherings. Participants will learn about the nature and pur-
pose of Christ’s church and their role in it. Learn about the Holy Spirit and what gifts you’ve been 
given by God. Explore using those gifts and discerning God’s call in your life.    
 
The first class will be released via YouTube on Thursday, January 14.  I hope you’ll all participate!  
                                    
                                        -Pastor Travis  
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WAYFARER’S GROUP   
 
THIRD TUESDAY EACH MONTH, 1:30 p.m., Luther Hall 
 

First Lutheran has a support group for women 
who have experienced the loss of a hus-
band. Meeting now on Zoom. If you would like 
to be part of this group, please contact Marlis 
Olson at 719-596-4593.   

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION  
VIRTUAL CAREGIVER  
SUPPORT GROUP 
 

SECOND TUESDAY GROUP - 1:30-3 P.M. 
Colorado Springs Region 
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit www.alz.org/
crf or call our 24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900. 

CORONA VIRUS SENIOR SUPPORT 
GROUP (FORMERLY, A PLACE TO TALK) 
 

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkN
WZsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

UNDECORATE THE FENCE 
January 9, 10 a.m. 
 
Please help undecorate the outside of the 
church by taking down the garland from the 
fence and putting it away.  Email 
chris@flccs.net if you are able to help. 

NO EKKLESIA OR FIRST WEEKLY 
NEXT WEEK 
 

There will be no Ekklesia or First Weekly this 
next week as the church will be closed the 
week after Christmas. 
Additionally, the church office is scheduled to 
be closed January 3 - 5 for the moving of a 
transformer. No utilities will be available 
during that time so the staff will be working 
from home. Please contact Pastor Travis or 
Pastor Carrie by email if needed. 

2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES    
 

Please connect with us on Dec 28 at 5 p.m. for a 
reunion – Zoom style!   We’ll be delivering Sas-
quatch cookies to your door beforehand so we 
can enjoy them together!  Zoom code will be 
sent to you via text.   

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP  

 SIGN UP 
 

Please let us know you are coming for any  
service by signing up on the Connection card, 
emailing Marcia, marcia@flccs.net, or by calling 
the church at 719.632.8836. 

 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
OFFERINGS 
 
In your offering envelopes you’ll notice four 
Advent envelopes and a Christmas envelope. 
All gifts given in those envelopes will be 
designated to help our Lutheran camps. We 
are hoping to collect $20,000 for Rainbow Trail 
Lutheran camp this holiday season. This past 
summer Rainbow Trail committed to hiring all 
their summer staff at a steep loss, and next 
year will prove challenging as well. But we 
believe in camp and we know that camp is as 
much for the faith formation of young adult 
counselors as it is for the children and youth 
who attend. Please consider a gift in these 
envelopes. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Monday - Friday.  
Devotionals may be picked up by either of the alley 
doors. 
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income   
    $1,939,450.00 
Year to Date Income  $1,718,685.00 
 
Amount behind for the Year 
    $   220,765.00 
 

Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

THANK YOU 
 
I want to thank Pastors Travis and Carrie for 
the very kind and generous comments they 
made in the Ekklesia announcing my second 
retirement from active ministry. My nineteen 
years as a staff member of First Lutheran are 
among my favorite years in the church. First, I 
enjoyed what I did, and secondly, the staff at 
First is among the best. Pastoral Counseling, 
shut-in visits, teaching, and preaching was the 
heart and soul of ministry for me. Secondly, 
pastoral and lay staff were always very support-
ive. It is great to be part of a team where every-
one likes each other and can be counted upon 
to do the tasks for which they were responsible. 
The best example demonstrating how well and 
efficiently the staff works together is the video 
work and activities during the pandemic.  
I will miss my pastoral activities at First, but as 
I told Pastor Travis, "I am going to be eighty-six 
next year and have served in the ministry for 
fifty-seven years; it is time. I will not disappear 
and fade away. I still plan to be active in the 
ministry to seniors, sharing leadership with Jan 
Anderson and David Fenell in the Corona Virus 
Senior Support group. I will continue to write 
articles on growing old gracefully. 

It is a fortunate person who can retire from a career 
and say, "I would do it all over again." I am blessed! 

               -Pastor Maertens 
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group: 

December 27 
Anne Bradley 
Stacy Gatto 
LeRoy Smith 
Rhonda Weiler 
 

December 28 
Kamden Fisher 
Jim Hunt 
Ryan Kosley 
Bryan Scott 
 

December 29 
Lynn Bennett 
Megan Dean 
Edna DeJohn 
Travis Norton 
 

December 30 
Cindy Berndsen 
Marija Blaus-Plissner 
Nolan Gagnon 
Teresa Johnson 
Alyssa Kopenhafer 
Stephanie Rouse 
Carol Schmitz 
 

December 31 
Gail Backlund 
Butch Backlund 
Eric Bedford 
Nate Braden 
Marcia Braden-Wood 
Linda Loflin 
Jane Smith 
Sandi Trowbridge 
 

January 1 
Anna Banks 
Bud Bartel 
Ellie Weesner 
 

January 2 
Dave Aspenson 
Solomon Benson 
Ayla Walsh 

January  3 
Miranda Barness 
 

January 4 
Merna Hsu 
Sarah Jack 
Peter Marlin 
Michael Podczervinski 
Roxana Schultz 
 

January 5 
JG McCall 
Julia Uddenberg 
Petra Urban 
 

January 6 
Daniel Jarmuth 
Keylee Kruse 
Susan Luksic 
Tiana Stepleton 
Andrew Warwick 
 

January 7 
Troy Hanson 
George Skiffington 
Amelia Walsh 
 

January 8 
Christeen Boyd 
Cathleen Hophan 
Becky Remund 
William Simmons 
 

January 9 
Dane Christensen 
Russell Flora 
Brianna Isidore 
Caden Louis 
Kate McCall 
Savion VanBuskirk 

December 27 
Ron & Lisa Johnson - 23 years 
 

December 28 
Jerry & Linda Branesky - 49 years 
Matt & Karen Clark - 14 years 
Joe & Barbara Dixon - 53 years 
David Fenell & Cathie John - 2 years 
George & Paula Gillaspie - 32 years 
Helen & Allan Krause - 55 years 
Jeremy & Lydia Remley - 24 years 
Kellie & Jonathan Zlab - 24 years 
 

December 29 
Bill & Sherry Phipps - 41 years 
 

December 30 
Bob & B.J. Evans - 20 years 
Eric & Jan Fredell - 43 years 
Joel & Jessica Nelson - 15 years 
David Wheat & Susan Olney - 32 years 
 

December 31 
Jennie & Robert Annala - 44 years 
Michaela & William Eskew - 5 years 
Joe & Dayna Frei - 26 years 
Corby & Teresa Meyer - 30 years 
 

January 1 
Paul Lindsey & Paula Nickodemus - 16 years 
Pastor Hank & Sally Maertens - 18 years 
Ken & Sharon Niles - 21 years 
 

January 4 
Frank & Joan Kuehn - 24 years 
Lee & Karen Meyer - 46 years 
Scott & Melinda Wilkinson - 24 years 
 

January 9 
Chuck & Lenora Simmons - 33 years 

 
Happy Birthday to 

Edna DeJohn who will be 96 on December 29 
and to 

George Skiffington who will be 91 on January 7. 
Congratulations! 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Hans B. 
Philip Baylis 
The Beauchamp Family 
Lynn Bennett & Family 
Jacque Bokelman 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
John Braden 
Suzanne DuBois 
Monika Cline 
Kylee Collins 
Leslie Crowley 
Suzanne DuBois 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Lola Dixon 
Marcine Durham 
The Bill Duven Family 
Chris Gerbig 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Katherine Greene 
Lee Gross 
Tom  Guenther & Family 
Ellen Haase 
Michael Hahn & Family 
Jeff Hanlin 
Lindsay Hart 
Doug Hering 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Ginger Hipzsky 
Beverly Hodges 
Joe & July Holzen 
Martin & Gina Hunt 
Chris Huston 
Judi Johnson 

Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Jack & Dorothy Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Carissa Kleinsmith 
MaryLee Lane 
Joe & Rose Mary Lower 
The Robert Malew Family 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Dan & Danielle Ohl 
Betsy Plante 
Sue Raabe 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Bill Robertson 
Linda Samuelson 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
The Ruthann Sielken Family 
Stetson Davis Smelker 
Ervin Southard 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Don Trowbridge 
Marie Vicars 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
Martin Winkler 
Gil & Linda Winter 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Micheal Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

PHIL PAULSEN 
Paula Gillaspie’s brother; 
 George’s brother-in-law; 

father of three; grandfather of three. 
A service will be at a later date  

in Lamar, Colorado. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, July 31, 1927.  It is a matter 
of some interest to us as Lutheran that the first 
woman to swim the English Channel, Gertrude 
Eberle, and the first aviator to fly from New York to 
Paris, Col. Chas. Lindbergh, were both products of 
Lutheran homes.  It also happens that Lieut. Lester J. 
Maitland, who made the first successful flight to the 
Hawaiian Islands, is a Lutheran and one whose faith 
stood him in good stead in trying places. 

flccs.net
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Given to the glory of God and in memory of … 
 

Charlotte Auten by Doug & Mary Auten 
Raymond E. & Virginia E. Benson by LouAnne Benson 
Phyllis & John Bochstahler; Pauline & Joe Busovsky by Karen & Bill Busovsky 
Sylvia Sandner by Kris & Sharon Cartwright 
Judy Diaz by her grandchildren  
Ed Mountain; Lee & Joy Gaddie & Carl Brauer; Henry & Flora Drager; Jamie Mangus by Clark & Candi Mtn-Gaddie 
Gary Hagge by Judy Hagge 
Joe Hanlin by Jan Hanlin 
Dr. J.R. “Jerry” Hanson by Mary Hanson 
64 years of marriage to Jack by Annette Kester 
Herb Kirby; Elmer, Gertrude & Jack Solar by Lynda Kirby 
Dick Larson & Kim Larson by Dar Larson 
Nancy Lewis by the Debbie Long & Jamie Alley families 
Heather Campbell Chaney by Mindy & Mark Mahler 
Our parents, Pastor Myron & Dorothy Eichner; Paul & Violet Peel by PastorPaul & Lois Peel 
Bev Perry & Jim Perry by Bill Perry 
Landon Ploederer by Joe & Maureen Ploederer 
Dot Random by Del Random 
Amy Rivers & Rick Rivers by Anne & Rick Rivers 
Our parents by Erv & Pam Rokke 
My parents, Walter & Eleonora; my grandparents, Otto & Anna Herrman by Roxana Schultz 
Chris Beyer by Sunrise Walkers  
Bob Swanner by Teri, Ron, Gray, & Becky Swanner 
Wanda & Frank Ancona; Callie & Anna Weaver; Calvin Weaver by Karla & Ed Weaver 
 

Given to the glory of God and in honor of … 
 

Grace, Gabrielle & Calliope, our granddaughters by Steve & Jill Brown 
Our children,  Brian, Carrie, Cameron, Amanda, & Andrew by Karen & Bill Busovsky 
Kirsten Hanson, Conrad & Coover Torke by Mary Hanson 
Peter & Natalie Hanson, Hunter, Chase, Isabel, Blake & Zeb Hanson by Mary Hanson 
Gary & Ann Harris by Gary & Ann Harris 
Shawn & Katie; Brian & family; Chuck & Kim Kruger & family by Gary & Ann Harris 
Anita Stubblebine; Anna Wiese; Debbie Chlebus; & Jacque Thompson by Lydia Circle 
Ellen Z. Mahler by Mindy & Mark Mahler 
Our sons, Andy & Brad & families, grandchildren & great-children by Pastor Paul & Lois Peel 
Our grandchildren Anna, Ethan, Luke & Sean by Erv & Pam Rokke 
Emberly Ackerman by Julianne Wick 

POINSETTIA  DESIGNATIONS 


