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DECEMBER 21, 2022     

 
 

A babe is born in Bethlehem! 

Christmas Eve Services   Christmas Day 
 1,3, & 5 p.m. with a special message             11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

  for children      New Year’s Day 

 7 & 9 p.m. with Holy Communion             11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
                  Potluck to follow 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

Merry Christmas, friends. I’ve really appreciated this Advent season. 
The devotions written by members have encouraged me. The special events including the Children’s 
program, Breakfast with St. Nick and Lessons and Carols have worked to get me in the Christmas 
spirit. We had a joint staff Christmas party with the staff of Lutheran Family Services Refugee pro-
gram that included much laughter and fun. I’ve appreciated worshipping on Wednesdays using 
Holden Evening Prayer and seeing new faces come to that Advent service. I’m grateful for our staff 
and volunteers who work so hard during this season to provide all these gifts to us.  

Now we’ve come to the pinnacle of the season, Christmas Eve worship and Christmas Day worship. 
We join the shepherds and angels and Mary and Joseph at the feet of Jesus. We bow with them and 
worship the gift God has given us. God gives us himself. He gives himself in a way that we can most 
readily accept. He doesn’t come in great power that would intimidate or scare. Instead, He comes in 
great vulnerability and weakness. He comes needing us to hold and clothe and feed. He comes to 
give Himself completely to us, even though we will abuse him and kill him. Even in that he gives us 
what we need.   

We need the truth about our sinfulness and need for repentance. We need forgiveness of sins. We 
need purpose for our lives. We need hope for the future. Jesus comes and gives us all that we need. 
Our job this Christmas, and every Christmas, in the end, is simply to receive.   

Practice receiving Jesus this Christmas. It’s hard for some of us. It feels passive and we are itching to 
do something. But God is the one who has done all the work. Christmas is God’s gift to us. What God 
needs is our willingness to not to do anything. Don’t try to earn it, pay for it or deserve it. Open your 
arms and receive the gift. Open your hearts and let your soul say “thank you” as you rely on the gift 
of Jesus for salvation.   

May God soften our hearts this Christmas. May our whole selves lay down our defenses and become 
completely vulnerable to receiving a gift that is greater than we could ever deserve. May we welcome 
the gift and not push it away. May we receive what is given.   

-Pastor Travis  
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DECEMBER 18, 2022  
MATTHEW 1:18-25  
ADVENT 4 THE DAWN DRAWS NEAR  

Let me ask you a question, do you always follow the law?  Are you a law-abiding citizen of this country or are you 
a criminal lawbreaker? Two weeks ago, I was coming to church a different way; it was early in the morning,  
6 a.m. on a Sunday morning, dark and quiet. And I found myself at a red light on the corner of Del Norte and  
Cascade. Not a car in sight and the rules seemed silly to me. I thought about it for a long time; I looked both 
ways, I made sure to scan for any hidden police cars. The red light seemed to last forever and so after serious 
deliberations I hit the gas and ran that red light. This is my confession to you. I am not a law-abiding citizen of 
the United States of America; your pastor is a criminal. Okay, that’s a trivial matter, let me give you a more  
serious one. About 10 years ago I got a call from a young man who volunteered at a tutoring ministry that my 
church ran. One of the students had shared with him that one of the tutors had hit him. It had been several 
weeks prior, and the young man calling me told me that he wasn’t sure if he should report it. When I asked him 
why, he confessed that he was an undocumented immigrant. He had been in the country for a decade at that 
point coming as a child but was worried that if I called the police they might come to take his statement,  
discover his status and have him deported. If you were that young man what would you do? Call the pastor, call 
the police, just do  
nothing? He deliberated for a long time before calling me and then I was in a quandary, do I call the police and 
put his situation in jeopardy? I did call the police; I’m a mandatory reporter and I chose to obey the law, but it 
wasn’t an easy decision. In the end the whole situation ended up okay, we protected the children, and the young 
man wasn’t punished for his status and has since become a citizen of the U.S. But I think about his bravery  
often, putting himself at considerable risk in order to do the right thing. 
 
Here’s the point, it is not easy to be a good person. It is not always clear what doing the right thing is   
and truth be told, even those of us who claim to be morally upright people break the laws - often for good  
reasons. Truth be told, sometimes breaking the law is the moral thing to do, is the right thing to do. But it is 
rarely easy or clear. Take our gospel story for this morning, Joseph is in a moral quandary. He fancies himself a  
righteous man and I think he is a sincere man who really aims to be a good person. Many of us are just like  
Joseph, we have made a commitment to ourselves to be the good people in the world. We pay our taxes, we most-
ly obey traffic laws, we practice self-restraint and discipline so that we can do what is right and good. That was 
Joseph, a righteous man. He was engaged to Mary, and this isn’t an ordinary engagement. In his culture a  
marriage had two parts, the engagement and the wedding feast. The engagement was a legal, binding contract 
where the woman remained in her parents’ house but was promised to the man. The engagement lasted around 
one year, and part of the reason was to guarantee that the woman was a virgin and not with child. The  
engagement was meant to protect righteous men like Joseph from being trapped into a situation of marrying a 
defiled woman and having to raise another man’s child.  
 

That was the culture Joseph lived in, the one Mary had to endure. Sex has always been a moral problem for  
humans, on the one hand we want sexual freedom to enjoy sex with whom and whenever. But we also   
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

 recognize that it’s not so simple because sex is how 
babies are made and babies need to be raised by peo-
ple who are committed to each other and to the child. 
There’s more to it; sex is about union with another 
person and never just about physical enjoyment. 
There’s a connection made that can’t be unmade. So, 
because of all these dynamic, we make laws about 
sex. We make laws about the age people can have 
sex and laws about where and with whom. And more 
than that we have moral codes embedded in our reli-
gions meant to protect marriages and families from 
our selfish impulses. We are not that different than 
the culture Joseph experienced, even though it seems 
foreign to us. There was a period of engagement to 
ensure the purity of the bride and it was during that 
time that Mary was found to be with child. Normally 
we hear this story from Mary’s perspective. But in 
Matthew, it’s all Joseph and although he doesn’t say 
anything, we get to hear what he’s thinking. He’s 
thinking swear words! This is a big problem for Jo-
seph without knowing the whole story. His fiancé is 
pregnant and it’s not his baby. His whole commit-
ment to being a righteous person is at risk. People 
will assume he slept with Mary prior to their wed-
ding, which wouldn’t be the worst thing, and even 
though it was technically wrong, most people looked 
the other way. It’s the same we do today with people 
who live together before getting married. The real 
dilemma for Joseph is that he has waited and so he 
knows that this child is not his. Technically, he could 
have her stoned, although there’s little evidence that 
the death penalty was applied in the first century for 
things like this. So really there are two options for 
Joseph, and I wonder what you think he should have 
done. 
 

Option 1 is to take Mary as his wife, pretend that the 
child is his and raise the child as his own. Nobody 
would be the wiser except that he would suffer some 

embarrassment, and he would always wonder who 
the real father was. It would be hard to get over that 
and the marriage would be tarnished forever. 
 

Option 2 is to divorce Mary to end the engagement 
and move on with his life. People would take pity on 
him, but they would respect him for doing the right 
thing and obeying the law. His righteousness would 
be intact. He would find someone else to wed and 
Mary would be disgraced and likely never get mar-
ried and endure life without a man’s support which 
was vital in that era. 
 

Option 1 or Option 2, which one would you pick? If 
you don’t know the whole story what’s the right deci-
sion? It’s really a question of how important it is for 
you to be a righteous/good person. Take Mary as 
your wife and sacrifice your good name or divorce 
her quietly and keep your reputation intact? Joseph 
picks righteousness and Matthew shows us this so 
that we know that Jesus’ parents were righteous peo-
ple, more righteous than normal. But still, Joseph 
made the wrong choice. Even with the caveat that he 
was going to do it quietly in order to protect Mary 
from disgrace, it’s still the wrong decision. So, God 
intervenes with a dream telling Joseph he has made 
the wrong choice. He needs to take Mary as his 
wife and accept her and her child into his home to 
name the child Jesus and raise him as his own. 
Here’s the thing I want to say to you today, doing the 
right thing is not always the right thing. Go ahead 
and tell your friends that today in church we 
learned that doing the right thing is not always the 
right thing. There’s a reason that scripture says all 
our righteous deeds are like filthy rags. There’s a rea-
son that the Bible says that all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God. Sometimes the righteous 
work, the thing supported by all the scripture in the 
Bible is the absolute wrong thing to do. Sometimes 
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following the law is the immoral thing to do. Some-
times those who always enforce the right thing are 
the most hurtful, evil people because they care more 
about the rules than they do about the people. Laws, 
rules, morals, commandments they all have their 
place and usually they help us live good lives. But the 
story of Christmas, the story of the birth of Jesus, 
reveals that we cannot rely on rules to save us. Our 
salvation doesn’t come from perfect obedience to a 
set of laws, rules, morals or commandments. Joseph 
relied on his own righteousness, he chose his right-
eousness over his fiancé, and if he would have con-
tinued down that path, he would have become an 
obstacle to God’s plan for saving the whole world.  
 

We do our best to choose the right thing, but we 
should never be fooled into thinking we know 
enough to do what is right. That’s why Luther said 
things like “sin boldly”. It’s a recognition that every-
thing we do is likely tainted by sin because of our 
lack of perspective. Thankfully, Joseph believed the 
angel of God who told him to take Mary as his wife 
and raise the child in her that was from the Holy 
Spirit. He believed rather than rely on his obedience 
to a rulebook, he relied on faith in God’s word to 
him. That’s the whole ball game, friends. It’s about 
relationship, not religion, which means we try to do 
the right thing, we try to follow the rules, but we al-
ways leave room for God to interrupt our plans and 
put us on a path that doesn’t fit the rulebook. It’s 
about God’s mercy and grace, not rules and morality. 
We are saved by grace not by works prescribed by the 
law.  
 

Jesus is Immanuel, God with us and what did Jesus 
do, what decisions did he make when faced with the 
same moral quandary that Joseph faced? Unlike 
Mary, who was falsely believed to have cheated, 
God’s whole creation all of us have cheated on God. 

We have done what is wrong, we have been selfish 
and trusted ourselves instead of God. We have lied, 
cheated, stolen, hurt people and ourselves. And the 
rules say that we should be punished for all that we 
have done wrong. The rules say that we should be 
eternally separated from God for our selfishness, for 
our sinfulness. The law says we are condemned to 
hell and the law is right, that’s where we belong. It’s 
not hard to see; turn on the news, listen to the stories 
of injustice and oppression. Sin has infected every 
institution, government, school boards, churches, 
charities, and media. And sin has infected every per-
son you know, yourself and your own guilt,  
and you know the guilt of those around you, family 
and friends and coworkers who fail to do what is 
good and right. The law says this whole operation 
should be destroyed, should be condemned to hell.  
The rules say God should cancel creation. But in-
stead, what does God do? God sends his own son into 
the womb of Mary. God activates the faith of Joseph 
and asks him to name the child Jesus which means 
he will save us from our sins. Jesus is Immanuel, God 
with us. And unlike Joseph who first sought to pre-
serve his righteousness, Jesus became sin. That’s 
right, rather than protect his righteousness Jesus 
takes the shame, the sin on himself. He becomes a 
laughingstock, he is crucified as a sinner, as a law-
breaker. 
 

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.” The 
dawn draws near, our salvation has come. Rather 
than dismiss us quietly and leave us to our shame 
our God has taken our shame on himself and given 
us His righteousness. That is the good news of 
Christmas. We are saved, not by works but by grace. 
 

Thanks be to God!  
            -Pastor Travis 
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WINTER RALLY DAY  
January 8  
  
As we kick off 2023 here at First Lutheran, you 
will see some changes. Starting on January 8 we 
will be following through with our strategic plan 
to get our children into worship. This means 
that our children will start downstairs in Fellow-
ship Hall with Michaela Eskew, our Minister of 
Faith Formation, our Sunday School teachers 
and Shepherds and Scott Louis, our Music  
eader starting at 9:15 a.m. After a brief all-grade  
gathering, we will send our children to their 
classrooms for some fun no-sew blanket 
projects. At around the time of the Passing of 
the Peace and Offering our children will be 
brought back into worship where they will join 
their families for the rest of the service.  
  
January 8 will also mark the return of regular 
Youth Ministry offerings. Our 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School hour for middle schoolers will begin 
again in the Youth Center led by Neil Mahon. 
Then we will head into the Sanctuary for  
worship to either serve or support the youth that 
are serving at the 11 a.m. service. Our lunch and 
afternoon high school youth group is in the  
process of being re-imagined so stay tuned for 
more news on that in the New Year! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! IMPORTANT 
DATES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
• No Middle School Youth Group 

on December 21 or 28. 
• No Wednesday Night LIGHT or Confirma-

tion Small Group on December 28. 
• No Sunday School or Youth Ministry  
  Offerings on December 25 or January 1. 
 
Middle School Youth Group and Confirmation 
will resume on January 4. 
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 FIRST LUTHERAN GOES TO RAINBOW TRAIL LUTHERAN CAMP! 
 Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 2023 
 
Week                                    Openings 

Junior High #1 (June 11-17)                     36 Male          38 Female 
Junior #1 (June 18-24)                               17 Male           11 Female 
Intro to Camp #1 (June 18-21)                FULL             FULL 
Intro to Camp #2 (June 21-24)                7 Male          1 Female 
Senior High #1 (July 9-15)                        29 Male         11 Female 
     Grandma Cher’s Week! 
Junior #2 (July 30-Aug 5)                          FULL             14 Female 
Junior High #2 (July 30-Aug 5)               2 Male           3 Female 

CONFIRMATION AND YOUTH  
VOLUNTEER BRUNCH  
January 8 at 8:30 a.m. in the Peel House 
Kitchen 
  
January 8 is Youth-Led Service Sunday! We 
are asking our youth to sign up to be  
greeters, ushers, acolytes, communion  
assistants, and readers for the 9:30 and  
11 a.m. worship services. As an incentive, we 
will be hosting a brunch at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Peel House Kitchen for all those in  
Confirmation and those serving in the  
worship services that morning. Make sure to 
reach out to Cheryl Mahon or Michaela 
Eskew to grab the volunteer role that you 
want. Or sign up at this link:  
http://bit.ly/3ETa7jK  

SHEPHERD’S LUNCH OUT 
January 15 at 12 p.m. Destination TBD 
 
If you are a Sunday School Shepherd, Michaela 
Eskew is going to treat you to a lunch out on 
January 15 for your hard work this fall. Please 
meet at the Round Desk at 12 p.m.  

http://bit.ly/3ETa7jK
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POINSETTIA  DESIGNATIONS 

Given to the Glory of God and in Memory of  
 

Margaret Ankeny by the Ankeny/Morgan family 
William A. Ankeny by the Ankeny/Morgan family 
Tim Morgan by the Ankeny/Morgan family 
Nancy O’Keefe by the Ankeny/Morgan family 
All my family by Larry Arnold 
Carol Arnold by Larry Arnold 
Yvonne D. Atkins by Patricia & Gary Atkins 
Sunny Austin by Bruce & Ruth Austin 
Sunny Austin by Drew & Cindy Austin 
Doug Auten by Mary Auten & family 
Steave Barness by Karen, Miranda and Cade 
Monk Baylis by Carrie, Emmy, and Callie 
Sunny Austin by Sean, Lori, Cole & Tye Bogren 
Kenneth, Barbara and Lena Boehm by Ken and Debra 
 Boehm 
Doug Earnhart and Lester Boehm by Ken & Debra Boehm 
Kenneth and Doris Earnhart by Ken & Debra Boehm 
Walt Boyd by the Boyd family 
Heather Dekanchuk by the Bennett, Hawkins & Boyd 
 families  
Ron Brackett by Barbara & Carrie Brackett 
Norman and Dorothy Erickson by Debbie Broderick &  
 family 
Phyllis and John Bocksthaler and Pauline and Joe Busovsky, 
 our parents by Karen & Bill Busovsky 
Claude Burke - husband, father and grandfather by Cindy, 
Shannon, Josh, Riley and Noelle 
Gene Cartwright by Kris & Sharon Cartwright 
Nils and Sylvia Sandner by Sharon & Kris Cartwright 
Sunny Austin by Brad & Val Cooper 
Celinda Devish & Gary Hagge by Ron Devish & Judy 
 Hagge 
 

 
 
Robert and Helen Thompson, Scott Thompson, Ned and Lola 
 Dixon by Joe & Barbara Dixon 
Sandy Flores by Rick & Donna Flores 
Ed Leasburg by Donna & Rick Flores 
Henry & Flora Drager by Candi Mountain-Gaddie & 
 Clark Gaddie 
Ken & Doris Drager by Candi Mountain-Gaddie &  Clark 
Gaddie 
Lee & Joy Gaddie & Carl Brauer by Candi Mountain-
 Gaddie & Clark Gaddie  
Ed & Evelyn Mountain by Candi Mountain-Gaddie & 
 Clark Gaddie 
Delsie & George Schulte by Stacy & John Gatto and  
 Stephanie Rouse 
Joe Hanlin by Jan Hanlin 
Helen Gillespie Arend by Peggy Hinrichs 
Joel Henry Hinrichs, Sr. by Peggy Hinrichs 
Ruth Marguerite Arend Hinrichs by Peggy Hinrichs 
Phyllis Robbins by Skee & Ginger Hipszky 
Wendall James by his family 
Mark Keenan by Keenan, Mourning and O’Laughlin 
 families 
Jack Kester, my loving husband by Annette Kester 
Herb Kirby by Linda Kirby 
Elmer, Gertrude & Jack Solar by Linda Kirby 
Dick Larson by Dar Larson 
Kim Larson by Dar Larson 
Susan Ramirez by Dar Larson 
Jim Vance by Dar Larson 
John & Susan Benish by Chris & Kiersten Lehmkuhl 
Matteo & Marianna Cappelli by Chris & Kiersten 
 Lehmkuhl  
William & Betty Dannaker by Chris & Kiersten Lehmkuhl  
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Connie Swift by Chris & Kiersten Lehmkuhl 
 Rev. Elmer & Dorothy Truchses by Chris & Kiersten 
 Lehmkuhl 
Susan Truchses by Chris & Kiersten Lehmkhul 
Mary Lou Lindsey by Paul Lindsey 
Heather Campbell Chaney by Mark & Mindy Mahler 
Jeff Collins by Mark & Mindy Mahler 
Nils George Lindroth, father and grandfather by Steve, 
 Cheryl and Neil Mahon 
Sunny Austin by Lanelle, Pete & Jace Morin 
Gary Nabor by Velma Nabor 
Harold Nabor by Velma Nabor 
Lillian Nickodemus by Paula Nickodemus 
Deborah Berwick Downey by Chris Parkhill 
Pastor Myron & Dorothy Eichner, parents by Pastor Paul & 
  Lois Peel 
Paul & Violet Peel, parents by Pastor Paul & Lois Peel 
Bev Perry by Bill Perry 
Jim Perry by Bill Perry 
Kobus Kraai by Norm & Lynn Peterson 
Ryan Ostebo by Norm & Lynn Peterson 
Vincent Peterson by Norm & Lynn Peterson 
Donald Gunness by Sarah Ostrem 
Amy Rivers by Rick & Anne Rivers 
Doug Zobec by Rick & Anne Rivers 
Paul & Herta Rohde by Guido & Ingrid Rohde 
Adi, Hildegard, Egon, & Helga Schulz by Guido & Ingrid 
 Rohde 
 Sam Rouse by Stephanie Rouse 
Martin & Esther Simon by Kristina Sharp 
All our family and friends gone before us by the Stott family 
Bob Swanner by Teri, Ron and Gray Swanner 
Doreen Tim by Bob, Nancy, Mathew, & Cameron 
Betty Finley-Gamblin by Jeff, Bonnie and Amanda Ulrich 
Loved ones by Gudrun & Doni Vest 
Ruthann Sielken & Dave Weesner by Karen Weesner 
Donald & Claire Wilkinson by Don & Suzanne Wilkinson 
Douglas R. Wilkinson by Don & Suzanne Wilkinson 

Max & Olga Yunaska by Don & Suzanne Wilkinson 
Shirley Styrbicky by Joli Williams 
 
 

To the Glory of God and in Honor of 
 
John Patrick O’Keefe by the Ankeny/Morgan family 
The love & support of the FLC congregation by Pastor Carrie, 
 Emmy and Callie 
Joan Earnhart and Joan Boehm by Ken & Debra Boehm 
Grace, Gabrielle, and Calliope, granddaughters by Jill &  
 Steve Brown 
Shannon, Josh, Riley and Noelle by Cynthia Burke 
Our children - Brian and Carrie, Amanda and Brian, Andrew 
 and Cameron by their loving parents, Karen & Bill  
 Busovsky 
Our children and their families by Joe & Barbara Dixon 
Cindy Koger, Kim, Devin, Angela Watts and Raquel Vasquez 
 by Eve Koger 
Allen & Doris Lehmkuhl by Chris & Kiersten Lehmkuhl  
Caroline, Tommy and Owen, grandchildren by Mark & 
 Mindy Mahler 
To the glory of God by Andrea and Bob Mooney 
Geoff, Colleen & Casson O’Parkhill; Andrea Parkhill &  
 Nathan Parkhill, by Chris Parkhill 
Our children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren by Pastor 
 Paul & Lois Peel 
Our grandchildren - Haakon, Elliott, Max, Menno, Meira, & 
 Orli, by Norm & Lynn Peterson 
Emberly Ackerman   by Julie Wick 
Our children & grandchildren by Don & Suzanne  
 Wilkinson 
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Advent Tea 

Breakfast with St. Nick 



   11 

 

Lessons & Carols & Pie Fest 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
REGISTER FOR WINTER/SPRING SMALL GROUPS. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY - This new group will meet about once every two weeks from April 
through June.  The time will vary depending on weather and focus, and will include sunrise, sunset, 
daytime, and night sky photography.  The group will work together to find optimal times and loca-
tions for outings.  If there is interest, one or more meetings may focus on editing pictures to maxim-
ize impact.   
 

SOCIAL DANCE LESSONS – This group will meet for ten weeks on Friday evenings from 7:00-8:30 
p.m. in the Peel House Parlor. Thirty minutes of visiting with dessert followed by 60-minute lesson by 
dance instructor, Angela Harder. Dates of lessons (1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 2/3, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/24, and 
3/31). The type of dance will be decided based on a majority vote. Cost is $150/couple or $100/single 
participant. Childcare is available in the Youth Center if requested. 
 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP – It seems that we all know someone who is currently being treated for 
cancer. We’d like to start a group that can support the patient and/or the family of the patient going 
through treatment. Day and time to be determined based on response. Childcare is available if re-
quested. 
 

BOARD GAME NIGHT – This group will meet on the second Friday of each month (Jan 13, Feb 10, 
and Mar 10). Bring a board game for 2-4 players. Learn new games. Meet new friends. Time will be 
determined on interest level of sharing a meal together. Childcare is available if requested. 
 

Sign up here:  http://bit.ly/3WnFVED 

INGATHERING OF FOOD FOR CARE AND SHARE 
 

During the month of January, we will be collecting food to feed those 
in need. Care and Share is currently in need of peanut butter, 
canned fruit, canned tuna, and canned vegetables. Please bring your 
food to the north wall between the west-facing glass doors in the 
Gathering Place.  
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FLC THEATRE GROUP 
 

Chicago  
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
Pikes Peak Center, 2 p.m. 
 
We have reserved 25 seats in the Orchestra. There are 7 seats still available. Group discount pricing is 
$80/seat. Ticket sales will close on December 30, 2022, so get yours soon! Details coming of where we 
will meet for lunch prior to the show. Chicago is a 1975 American musical with music by John Kander, 
lyrics by Fred Ebb, and book by Ebb and Bob Fosse. Set in Chicago in the jazz age, the musical is based 
on a 1926 play of the same title by reporter Maurine Dallas Watkins, about actual criminals and the 
crimes on which she reported. 

                    WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS IN 2023 
 

               Mass emails were sent out the first week of December to those who   
              indicated on a Time and Talent survey areas they’d like to serve. You pick 
            the date(s) and time(s) that work for you to serve in volunteer positions for  
           the first quarter of 2023 (Jan-Mar). If you can’t find your email, let Cheryl know:  
         cheryl@flccs.net 
 

       If you’ve not completed a Time and Talent survey but would like to “try out” a volunteer 
     position, we’d be happy to train you! You won’t be locked in. If you’d like to give something 
    a whirl, please sign up here: 
 

• Flower Delivery to Homebound Members: http://bit.ly/3UZQcpj 
• Host Coffee Reception: http://bit.ly/3WnNDP3 
• Communion Clean-Up Team: http://bit.ly/3HCxHE7 
• Launder Soiled Tablecloths: http://bit.ly/3hvh7vy 
• Acolyte/Communion Assistants for Continuous Communion: http://bit.ly/3YjFi0B 
• Acolytes for Communion at the Rail: http://bit.ly/3W6iakI 
• Communion Assistants for Communion at the Rail: http://bit.ly/3Yhm0J0 
• Greeters: http://bit.ly/3PqZGZA 
• Ushers: http://bit.ly/3V4ag9Y 
• Bring Worship to the Gardens Skilled Nursing and Rehab: http://bit.ly/3YrVsoH 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
http://bit.ly/3UZQcpj
http://bit.ly/3WnNDP3
http://bit.ly/3HCxHE7
http://bit.ly/3hvh7vy
http://bit.ly/3YjFi0B
http://bit.ly/3W6iakI
http://bit.ly/3Yhm0J0
http://bit.ly/3PqZGZA
http://bit.ly/3V4ag9Y
http://bit.ly/3YrVsoH
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

TREE OF WARMTH 
 

Please consider helping us 
to ‘Love Our Neighbors’ by 
keeping them warm! We 
can only accept new (or 
handmade) mittens, 
gloves, hats, scarves, and 
socks. Put them on the tree 
in the thruway. This year 
we are accepting dona-
tions until Dec. 31.  

 

PIKES PEAK HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOME DEDICATION TO PRISCA AND NOELLA 
ON DECEMBER 10, 2022 
 
Darlene Edwards presented quilts to the family that were handmade by our Quilting Group. 
She received the plaque thanking First Lutheran for their sponsorship in the 2022 Apostles Build. 
You can see this plaque at the Welcome Center. 

OLIVE WOOD SALES 
 

Thank you, First Lutheran Church!  YOU raised 
$2,626.00 in Olive Wood sales that will support  
Palestinian Christians in Bethlehem.   
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

FIRST LUTHERAN ENDOWMENT FUND NEWS  
The first Lutheran endowment fund exists to further the ministry of First Lutheran by funding special 
projects and events outside of the normal budget. Each December the church council determines the 
allotment from the endowment fund for the following year. That amount is then available to be award-
ed to requests as they come in. The allotment for 2023 is $5,000. If your ministry would like to make a 
request to use a portion of that for a project send an email to pastortravis@flcces.net and he will for-
ward you the form.   

The 2022 allotment of $7,500 will be used to subsidize an all church retreat at Rainbow trail in April of 
2023 and go toward the purchase of outdoor directional signage on the church campus.  

Currently the endowment fund is invested with Thrivent’s Impact and Charitable giving funds. When 
the endowment was created a portion of the fund was withheld from the invested portion to better 
weather the ups and downs of the market. That has proven to be wise as the allotments for the past 
two years were not affected by the market downturn.   

The market downturn however makes it a really good time to make a gift to the endowment fund. If 
you’d like to leave a legacy gift to bless the ministry of First Lutheran for generations to come, please 
contact Harry Mosco harry@flccs.net and discuss giving options.   

NEW YEAR’S DAY POTLUCK LUNCH 
 

Join us after worship for a traditional Lutheran potluck! Volunteers will be here to take your hot or 
cold dishes at 10:30 a.m. before Sunday worship. We will be prepared with warm ovens and tables with 
power strips for crock pots. After worship, join us in the Gathering Place for fellowship and good food! 
If you can help before or after, please email cheryl@flccs.net 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
mailto:pastortravis@flcces.net
mailto:harry@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 
8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP & STUDY 

 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
Wednesday, December 21 
 7 p.m., Peel House 

LIVING LUTHERAN 
Led by Marcus Kochis 
January 8 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor 
 

This year we will take periodic breaks in 
the Adult Seminar calendar to take up a 
current topic in the lives of Lutherans. 
These will only be one-week sessions, so 
you don't want to miss it! 
 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:  
COMPANIONSHIP ALONG THE WAY 
Led by Lori Duncan 
January 15 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor 
 

Perhaps you’ve heard the term “spiritual 
direction” but are unsure about what it 
is or how it might contribute to your 
own life with God. Join us on January 15 

to learn what it is and  
isn’t, its history and purpose, and some  
practical takeaways that can serve to 
deepen your intimacy with Jesus. 

The Adult Seminar will not meet until 
January 8. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
7 P.M., PEEL HOUSE, ROOM 201 
 

JANUARY 4  
Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in North 
Korea by Barbara Demick, foreign 
correspondent for the Los Angeles Times. 
 

Hailed as an "eye-opening account of life inside 
North Korea—a closed world of increasing 
global importance..."  by the New York Review of 
books, this book was a National Book Award 
Finalist and a National Book Critics Circle 
Award finalist.  
 

FEBRUARY 1  
The Thursday Murder Club: A Novel by 
Richard Osman, the first of three in the 
Thursday Murder Club Mystery Series; a 
"laugh-out-loud whodunit" and New York 
Times best seller, soon to be a major motion 
picture by Steven Spielberg at Amblin 
Entertainment.  
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December 18 
Lauren Keenan 
 
December 29 
Lynn Bennett 
Megan Dean 
Edna DeJohn 
Pastor Travis Norton 
 
December 30 
Cindy Berndsen 
Alyssa Kopenhafer 
Dale MacCormack 
Carol Schmitz 
 
December  31 
Butch Backlund 
Gail Backlund 
Nate Braden 
Marcia Braden-Smith 
Linda Loflin 
Jane Smith 
Sandie Trowbridge 
 
January 1 
Anna Banks 
Bud Bartel 
Henry Morgan 
 
January 2 
Charlotte Ankeny 
Dave Aspenson 
Ayla Walsh 

December 29 
Bill & Sherry Phipps - 43 years 
Nick & Leslie Striegel - 47 years 
 
December 30 
B.J. & Bob Evans - 22 years 
Joel Nelson & Jessica Crawford Nelson - 17 years 
Susan Olney & David Wheat - 34 years 
 
December 31 
Michaela & Will Eskew - 7 years 
Joe & Dayna Frei - 28 years 
Corby & Teresa Meyer - 32 years 
  
January 1 
Paul Lindsey & Paula Nickodemus - 18 years 
Hank & Sally Maertens - 20 years 
 
January 4 
Frank & Joan Kuehn - 26 years 

January 3 
Miranda Barness 
John Bergren 
 
January 4 
Sarah Brittain Jack 
Caleb Fox 
Peter Marlin 
Mike Podczervinski 
Roxana Schulz 
 
January 5 
JG McCall 
Julia Uddenberg 
 
January 6 
Daniel Jarmuth 
Keylee Kruse 
Susan Luksic 
Teagen Temmert 
Drew Warwick 
 
January 7 
George Skiffington 
Amy Walsh 
 

There will be no Ekklesia on 
December 28 as the church offices 
will be closed. 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Joan Boehm 
Bill Bokelman & Family 
Betsy Bonner 
Hub Braden 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Christopher 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
JR Edmunds 
Kelsey Forbes & Family 
Karen Frank 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Lee Gross 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Joel Hinrichs 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Josh Jones 
Susan Keljo 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Peggy Klisavage 
Heidi Kozak 
Chaeli Krischke 
Carl Kuchta & Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Christien Lopez & Family 
Rolf Lundmark 
Dean Mackaman 
Doug Mackaman 
Tom Martin 
Jim Matthews 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Mark Mueller 
The Patrick Murphy 
Family 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Michael O'Sullivan 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Jecelya Petersen 
Julie Petersen 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Oscar & Joyce Price 
Don Reed 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Carol Schultz 
Ron Scott 
Tara Soppe 
Cathy Stanley 

Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Bev Strecker 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Jennifer Thompson 
Aaron Thorson 

Cindi Thorson 
Kathy Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Becky & John Vaage 
The Jim Vance Family 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Marj Woodworth 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

LUTHERAN FAMILY REFUGEE SERVICES  
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

General Inquiries  719-314-0737 - Brittney 
 

Volunteer Opportunities  719-257-3706 - Sharon 
 

Donation Inquiries * 719-401-3116 - Jason 
LFS does not accept clothing donations. 
LFS accepts household items – limits apply. 
 
*Donations by appointment only – no onsite drop-off 
at Peel House or at FLC office, please.  LFS storage unit is 
offsite.  Neither LFS office nor FLC have storage for dona-
tions. 
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Angel Tree Ministry Party 

Congratulations to all of you for a very successful event.  We distributed gifts to 20 families 
who have an incarcerated parent and provided  45 gifts ,cookies, and party favors. It was a 
true joy to watch the children's faces and speak with the parents and caregivers.  God's love 
heals all! 
 
A special “Thank you” to the congregation for its generosity in making this happen.   
 
Thank you again, 
Ken  Boehm   

Pastor Travis as Santa 
 
 Pastor donned the 
costume to hand out gifts 
to children with an 
incarcerated parent. The 
kids (and some adults!) 
were delighted to have 
their picture taken with 
“Santa”. 


