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Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 6 • 3:30 p.m. • Zoom 

 Our traditional children’s program, made interactive through the use 

 of Zoom!  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89316704647?
pwd=RndhaTNsVGtwU0NGZjY1UEhWWU94UT09 
Meeting ID: 893 1670 4647               Passcode: 154873 

            Advent & Christmas Offerings 
 
In your offering envelopes you’ll notice four Advent envelopes and a 
Christmas envelope. All gifts given in those envelopes will be designated to 
help our Lutheran camps. We are hoping to collect $20,000 for Rainbow Trail 
Lutheran camp this holiday season. This past summer Rainbow Trail 
committed to hiring all their summer staff at a steep loss, and next year will 
prove challenging as well. But we believe in camp and we know that camp is as 
much for the faith formation of young adult counselors as it is for the children 
and youth who attend. Please consider a gift in these envelopes. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89316704647?pwd=RndhaTNsVGtwU0NGZjY1UEhWWU94UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89316704647?pwd=RndhaTNsVGtwU0NGZjY1UEhWWU94UT09
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

What are the holidays without our traditions? That’s the question we’ll all be answering in the 
next few weeks. We can’t, or at least shouldn’t, gather together during this severe time of pandemic. 
It begs the question, “What are the holidays then?” Is it still Advent if we can’t go to the children’s pro-
gram or enjoy a crowded sanctuary for Lessons and Carols? Is it still Christmas without sitting with 
our families at a Christmas Eve service or getting together for the family dinner? I think you know 
what my answer will be. 

 
As hard as it will be this year to go without what we’ve become familiar with, it’s still Advent 

and Christmas will come. These celebrations are not dependent on crowds. These sacred times do not 
derive their meaning from our traditions. The meaning came first, the celebration and tradition later. 
Too often the way we celebrate eclipses why we celebrate. Too often the celebration itself means more 
to us than the reason behind it.  

 
I can’t help but wonder if God is using this time to restore our faith. “If you can’t sing the 

hymns with your children and have the big family meal, will you still celebrate the birth of my son?” I 
imagine God asking me this testing question. This year is an opportunity, if we take it, to remember 
the foundation of our faith. Can we focus more on the promise of Jesus’ return, this year? Can we 
humble ourselves before the mystery of the incarnation even more this year? Can we spend the extra 
time and focus on prayer and worship this year?  

 
Maybe I’m an optimist. Maybe I just like looking for the silver linings. But I do believe God is 

inviting us to a renewed focus on the meaning of Christmas this year. We have a God who does not 
shy away from the darkness we find ourselves in. We have a God who enters fully into our life, trans-
forms it, and offers us life with Him. I pray that our celebration of the incarnation will have a purity to 
it that deepens our faith in new and unpredictable ways.  

 
                         Advent blessings to you, 
                             -Pastor Travis 



Sermon cont. p. 4 

 

“O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.” Other versions talk about rending the heav-
ens open. It’s one of my favorite verses in the Bible, this verse from Isaiah. It’s a cry for help; 
it’s a plea of desperation. You can imagine someone looking at the dire straits they are in and seeing 
no one able to help or fix the situation. Their eyes turn to heaven as the only hope. “O that you O God 
would rip through the veil separating heaven and earth and come down to save us.” There’s a similar 
plea in Psalm 80 assigned for this First Sunday of Advent. “Stir up your might and come to save us. 
Restore us, let your face shine on us that we may be saved.” And then, of course, there is the promise 
of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel. That after all the signs of the end times, after the shaking of heaven and 
earth, after the false messiahs, after the persecutions and desolation of the temple, “then they will see 
the son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.” 
 
Sometimes in my life when things are going well, when there is peace in the world, these words don’t 
resonate with me. I’ve always had kind of a love/hate relationship with Advent and the scriptures that 
are assigned. Most years, after Thanksgiving, I’m ready for Christmas. I’m ready to decorate and cele-
brate and focus on the joy of God’s incarnation in Jesus for us. Most years I want to talk about joy and 
answered prayer instead of the waiting, watching, hoping, praying themes of Advent. But there are 
some years, and this is one of them, when the cry from Isaiah is my own cry: “O that you would tear 
open the heavens and come down.” 
 
The pandemic that has killed 260,000 of our own countrymen and women and has prevented us from 
being together in ways that we are used to and need. For many of us, Thanksgiving didn’t happen this 
year, not in the way we wanted. There were loved ones missing from the table. In our county we have 
gone to code red, further limiting us from the life we once knew. This pandemic is a darkness that we 
need saving from. I was heartened this week with the news of Operation Warp Speed. When the Sur-
geon General on the news told us that as soon as the FDA gives approval in mid-December, millions of 
doses will be shipped to vaccinate the most vulnerable and the rest of us soon after that. That’s the 
work of God that I want, tearing open the heavens, cutting through red tape and bureaucracy, getting 
help quickly to those in greatest need. There does seem to be light at the end of this dark tunnel, alt-
hough the Pandemic isn’t the only thing that is causing me to cry out to God to tear open the heavens 
and come down. We need operation warp speed elsewhere too to fix hunger, poverty, pollution, bigot-
ry, corruption, greed. I’m concerned about the divide in society because of misinformation. Our poli-
ticians and media, corporations and advertisers have gotten so good at persuading us to their point of 
view that we don’t know what’s ours anymore, let alone what’s true. We spout opinions at each other 
that have been uploaded into our brains by whatever news channel we watch or paper we read.  
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down so that everyone could see God and know 
what is true and what is fiction. O that you would tear open the heavens and come down that we 
would see where we have gone astray and repent of our sins. O that you would tear open the heavens 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down so that everyone could see God and know 
what is true and what is fiction. O that you would 
tear open the heavens and come down that we 
would see where we have gone astray and repent 
of our sins. O that you would tear open the heav-
ens and come down so that the burden of know-
ing truth would be taken from us because your 
Truth would be undeniable and universal. When 
these words were penned by the prophet Isaiah, 
the nation of Israel was in ruins. Their society had 
already fallen apart because they hadn’t trusted in 
God, because they lacked humility. They had be-
come a shadow of their former selves. They looked 
back with longing on the days of Saul, David and 
Solomon. Under their rule Israel had been power-
ful, able to keep their enemies at bay and even 
expand the boundaries of their nation. But now 
Israel was weak, they had been conquered by Bab-
ylon, their temple had been destroyed. When the 
people return from Babylon to Jerusalem, they 
find the city in ruins, the temple destroyed and 
their faith struggling. They are in the ruins of 
their nation and religion, crying out for God to 
make Himself known. Begging God to show Him-
self to fix what is broken, to save them. I spoke 
with a woman from our congregation who is in 
the hospital with Covid-19. It was heartbreaking 
as she shared how lonely she is and how fearful 
she is that  this disease will take her. How many 
others have experienced that in our country? And 
their souls cry out for God to show up, for God to 
come down and save them. Think of those mo-
ments in your life when you just wanted God to 
reveal himself, to make himself known. When life 
gets hard and dark, we cry out to God asking for 
Theophanies- for revelations of God. We want to 
see writing on the wall, we want to see the sea part 
in half, the mountains to quake. We want to see 
God the way people in the Bible saw God. We 

want the pillar of fire by night and cloud by day, 
so we know which way to go. We want the manna 
that doesn’t run out and the loaves and the fish 
multiplied. We want to see the calming of storms, 
the walking on water, the exorcism of demons, 
the miraculous healing of the sick. O that you 
would tear open the heavens and come down. 
Jesus says these signs of God’s power are coming 
again, the sun will be darkened, the moon will 
not give light, the stars will fall from heaven. Je-
sus says the powers themselves will be shaken. 
Heaven and earth will pass away. And then, once 
again, once and for all, the heavens will be torn 
open, the Son of Man will come in all His glory. 
The angels will be sent by the Son of Man and the 
elect will be gathered from the ends of the earth. 
 
We’ve seen before the heavens torn open for Je-
sus. First at his baptism, when the Father claims 
him as the only begotten son. Then on the cross, 
when the temple curtain is torn in two and a 
great earthquake marks the moment of Jesus’ 
death. Jesus is for us, and for the world, the great 
Theophany. Jesus is the great revealing of God. 
He was revealed at his birth by angels tearing 
open the heavens to sing to shepherds the good 
news. He was revealed by wisemen following a 
heavenly star to bow at the crib of a future king. 
He was revealed in workings of miracles, feed-
ings, healings, the calming of storms. Most clear-
ly,  Jesus revealed God’s work to us in the resur-
rection when he came out from the grave, as-
cended to heaven and promised to return to save 
all of us. God hears our cry for help, he sees us in 
our hour of need, and he will come to rescue all of 
His children. God answered the prayers of those 
returning from captivity, those who first penned 
this prayer. The temple was rebuilt, their society 
came back together, and they began to worship 
God again and find peace. 
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Isaiah 64 ends in this reminder to God and to the 
people. “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father, we are 
the clay, and you are our potter. We are the work 
of your hands.” There’s a great comfort to be 
found in that simple reminder, even though there 
is great turmoil in the world and in some of our 
own lives that lead us to ask God to tear through 
heaven. We are God’s children, and He is our Fa-
ther. We aren’t crying out to a void, but to a God 
who created us like a potter creates out of the clay. 
Our prayers don’t fall on deaf ears, but on the ears 
of a God who loved us so much that He entered 
into our world as a vulnerable child who grew into 
a vulnerable man. 
 
Advent is a season of waiting for Jesus, a season to 
recall God’s promises, a season of prayer. Jesus 
tells us to keep awake as we go about the work of 
God since we do not know when Jesus will return. 
What did Jesus mean by that? “What I say to you I 
say to all: Keep Awake.” I think he means don’t 
give up. Don’t give up on living, don’t give up on 
trusting in God, don’t give up the faith. The para-
ble Jesus uses to emphasize this encouragement is 
of a slave whose master goes away. The slave is 
left in charge of the household with the expecta-
tion that when the master returns, he will find the 
house in good order, running as he left it. Jesus 
knew there would be challenges for the church in 
the days between his appearing and his return. 
We are in the midst of those challenges now and 
some have fallen asleep, some have given up. It’s 
no secret that the church in America is shrinking 
and younger people aren’t staying with the faith 
as they did in previous generations. This pandem-
ic is accelerating that trend. But even in the midst 
of decline, God is bringing new people to faith 
through this ministry. Even though we are almost 
exclusively online we are adding new members to 
our ranks, people who want to be part of God’s 

work in the world. You who believe, who still call 
Jesus Lord and Savior, you are the remnant. You 
are the ones in charge of the household of faith 
whom God has called to stay awake, stay faithful. 
 
I was speaking with one of you after our Wednes-
day Night LIGHT service, a great-grandmother 
sharing how her great-grandson, after coming 
with her to worship for a season, was asked what 
he was thankful for this year. And the little child 
said he was thankful for God. That’s the work of 
great-grandmothers of faith, the work of the 
remnant sharing the good news of God’s love. 
That’s the work of someone waiting for Jesus to 
return. We are the waiting church. Waiting with 
faith through this season of darkness. Waiting 
with hope that God hears our prayers. Waiting in 
love for our neighbor, bringing others the good 
news of God’s love. Don’t give up, people of God. 
Stay awake. Continue to pray that God will tear 
open the heavens and come down. He hears your 
prayer, and He will answer. Jesus will return. 
When he does, may he find us awake and faith-
ful, going about the work He has left for us. 
May he find us praying. O that you would rend 
the heavens and come down. 
 
Amen. 
 
               -Pastor Travis 
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DECEMBER YOUTH 
CALENDAR 
 

3 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
6 - Youth Group goes to the Climbing Gym*, 
 Middle School and High School 1-3 p.m. 
10 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
13 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for 
 grades 6-8  
 Topic: Was Mary really a virgin? (MS only) 
17 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades 
 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
20 – Youth Group Christmas Party*, Middle 
 School and High School 1-3 p.m. 
27 - Youth Group Ice Skating at Acacia Park*, 
 Middle School and High School 1-3 p.m. 
 
*Should the weather or the pandemic 
restrictions not allow us to meet in person, an 
online alternative will be offered. Examples: 
Netflix or Disney+ Watch Party, Virtual Escape 
Room, or Trivia-Game Nights. 

TOY DRIVE 
 
 

We are also collecting new, unwrapped toys for 
Christmas Unlimited.   These are usually collect-
ed at the Children’s Christmas program in early 
December and delivered soon after. 
  
You can drop your items in the labeled bin locat-
ed between the glass doors by the round desk.   
    
We will accept donations of toys up until  
December 20.    
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL  
TREE OF WARMTH  
 

Please consider helping us to ‘Love Our 
Neighbors’ by keeping them warm!   Due to 
Covid-19 we can only accept new (or 
handmade) mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and 
socks.  This year we are accepting donations 
until Dec. 31 and will make multiple deliveries 
as the bin fills up.   
 
 

You can drop your items in the labeled bin 
located between the glass doors by the round 
desk.      
 
Thank you! 



8  

 

BECOME INVOLVED 
SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR THE BOOK OF ACTS PODCAST 

  

Uploaded to the website every Monday 
Through December 14 
 
In this time of Pandemic, I couldn’t think of a 
more relatable text than the Book of Acts. Join 
me in a weekly podcast, as we put ourselves 
into the shoes of the First Apostles. Let us 
learn from the disciples who began their min-
istry cowering behind locked doors only to be 
called by Jesus Christ to continue his ministry 
and to heal and proclaim their witness to a 
broken world.  
 

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education  
  
You may also access previous podcasts on the 
book of Acts at the above address. 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

 An online community 
 10 am on Thursdays, via 
Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkN
WZsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
 

ADVENT SERIES:  
      SEEING AND HEARING 
Led by Michaela Eskew 
December 6 – December 20th 
10:30 a.m. via Zoom 
 

This Advent, let us learn about the faith and 
symbolism behind our Sunday morning ser-
vices and church buildings.  

Many of us have been worshipping in Luther-
an churches for years, but have you ever con-
sidered the traditions that lie behind what we 
hear and see in our worship services? You 
may have noticed my children’s sermons this 
past month and the Christian symbols I have 
unpacked, there are so many more that I can 
share with you that are rooted in the first cen-
tury of Christian worship. Also, do you know 
what the colors mean for each season? Why is 
Advent blue in some churches and purple in 
others? Why is there a pink candle on my Ad-
vent wreath? Have you considered where our 
words for worship come from? Were they 
made up by the disciples, the early church 
leaders, or Jesus himself? If you want the an-
swers to any of these questions, join us this 
Sunday on Zoom for our Advent Series on 
Seeing and Hearing. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242  
Meeting ID: 843 6443 9242 

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
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THE UNOPENED GIFT 
"So how did the week go"? I asked the person sitting in front of me. "Same old same old he responded. My weeks are 
pretty much the same from one day to the next. I get up, eat, go to work, come home, watch T.V. go to bed."  
"Do you ever drive a different route going home?" I asked. "No, it is the fastest way home," he said. "What about driv-
ing another way because it's different? You might see something new," I said. Out of curiosity, I asked, "What is the 
most exciting memory you have about anything?" 
He thought for a while and said, "No, not really." I said to him, "God gave you the gift of life, and it seems to me like 
you are returning it to Him un-opened." 
I feel sad when a person stops being curious about life or too afraid to try something new. In her book, The Gift of 
Years, Joan Chittister said the danger of old age is that we may start acting old, especially when we're old. Then acting 
our age is a terminal illness. We wear ourselves down to the point that we may be breathing, but we are not living. 
I was having a conversation with one of my grandkids about aging. He said, "You know, Grandpa, society thinks peo-
ple your age are irrelevant." His mother jumped into the conversation and said, "Some people I know act like eighty 
when they are fifty, and some eighty-year-olds act like forty."  
What is my definition of being old? It is when we fail to meet life head-on; we fail to live it fully. It is when we don't 
go to the next step to begin something new. We fail to go on becoming. The real trick in life is learning to live well. It 
is learning to revel in life, whatever your physical state. We too often fail to realize that living well depends a great 
deal more on our frame of mind, on our fundamental spirituality, than it does on our physical condition.  
Aging puts a limitation on our physical ability. For example, when I no longer had the strength and agility to hike the 
fourteeners' to the top, I started to paint them. When I was hiking the mountains, I never appreciated their grandeur 
and majesty. I was too focused on the ground in front of me or the next rock I had to grasp. I respected the moun-
tains from the cuts and bruises I got from hiking. It wasn't until I stepped away from the mountains and saw them 
from an artist's viewpoint that I fell in love with the mountains and the lessons they taught me. I was vain enough to 
think I conquered the mountains by hiking them. I began to appreciate my insignificance. These mountains have 
stood here for millions of years. They will be standing long after I am gone. I am a fleeting second compared to the 
agelessness of the mountains. The mountains became a living being as I observed their mood change during the sea-
son and lengthening shadows during the day. The mountains make me feel more alive when I paint them than when 
I hiked them. 
It is not our aging bodies that are our enemies; it is our minds. When we think we are old, we act old. How old we are 
shows in the way we present ourselves. The red hat ladies dressed in their vibrant colors and with a spring to their 
steps, don't present themselves as older people. Last week Sally and I drove to Frisco and stopped by the Frisco Nor-
dic Center to check out the snow conditions. I felt rejuvenated seeing some familiar people skiing. I turned to Sally 
and said, "When we come back on the eighteenth of December, we need to bring our cross-country skis." COVID has 
held us back from a social gathering, but not from gathering together on Zoom meetings, strolling outside, or driv-
ing to a scenic overlook.  
We are not past living a vibrant life unless we let life pass us by. If you don't want your last years to be more than just 
breathing, find something new. Ask yourself, “What can I do to become a more exciting and interesting person?” The 
Bible tells us Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired, and his vigor had not 
abated. (Deuteronomy 34:7) Bob Lyons, one of my ski buddies, died at 94. His wish was that his dying words would 
be, "That was one hell of a ride."  
Life is a gift from God. It would be a tragedy to give it back unopened. 

 
                                   -Pastor Maertens 
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INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS  

    POINSETTIAS  
 
If you would like to desig-

nate a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of a 
loved one,  you may do so by going to this link 
https://flccs.net/ministries/christmas-poinsettia. 
Complete the form and follow the instructions 
to pay online. You may also mail your requests 
to the church along with your check. A dedica-
tion list will be published in the Ekklesia on De-
cember 23  and also posted on our website. The 
cost is $9.00 per plant. Designations must be re-
ceived no later than Thursday, December 17.  Your 
poinsettia(s) will be available for pick-up Mon-
day, December 21 through Wednesday,  
December 23, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Unique hand-crafted items from the 
Christian Olive Wood Project 

  
The sale of these items provides a source of in-
come for Palestinian Christian woodcarvers who 
are struggling with poverty. These unique olive 
wood carvings make lovely and meaningful 
Christmas gifts.  To view the available items, 
please visit our Blog at flccs.net.  
To order, please call the church office with your 
selections, Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
There is a limited supply, so place your orders 
early.  Sale ends December 11. 

MMISSIONISSION  MMARKETPLACEARKETPLACE  
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WAYFARER’S GROUP   
 
THIRD TUESDAY EACH MONTH, 1:30 p.m., Luther Hall 
 

A new support group has been formed at First 
Lutheran for women who have experienced the 
loss of a husband.  If you would like to be part of 
this group, please contact Marlis Olson at 719-
596-4593.   

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION  
VIRTUAL CAREGIVER  
SUPPORT GROUP 
 

SECOND TUESDAY GROUP - 1:30-3 P.M. 
Colorado Springs Region 
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit www.alz.org/
crf or call our 24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900. 

Sunday, December 13 • 3;15 p.m. on the lawn; 3:30 p.m. on YouTube, with an  
optional Zoom component 
  Lessons & Carols: Adore This King of Kings 
   A special video presentation blending the best of Lessons & Carols past with new     
   recordings of the First Lutheran choir, instruments, and readers.  Join us afterward on     
Zoom for a chance for (virtual) fellowship! 
 

Sunday, December 20 •  YouTube, 3:30 p.m. 
Live from First Lutheran! – Live Christmas Caroling 
   An opportunity to worship through the beautiful hymns and carols of Christmas, led    
   by Eric and Elisa Wicks, and Trista Guthrie. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR ADVENT 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP  

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are 
coming for any of the above 

services by signing up on the Connection card, 
emailing Marcia, marcia@flccs.net, or by calling 
the church at 719.632.8836. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Sunday Afternoon Watch Parties 
 On the Lawn (or on YouTube)  
  December 6, 15, & 20 
 
• Begins at 3:15 p.m. with words from the 

pastor and holy communion. 
• Video for the day starts at 3:30 p.m. 
• See front page for this week’s program 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year-to-date Budgeted Income through 
November 30  $1,811,789.00 
 

Year-to-date Income through November 30 
(Preliminary)   $1,619,322.00 
 

Amount behind for the year $   192,467.00 
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EKKLESIA - ONLINE & PRINT 
 
If you usually read the Ekklesia online and also get a 
print copy, please consider cancelling the print copy. 
If you would no longer like to receive the print copy, 
please email the church at flc@flccs.net, or call the 
office at 719.632.8836.  

Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

PRAYER VENTURES 
•  We direct our attention to God and pray for 

mercy; we humble ourselves and trust in 
God’s promise of love, forgiveness and new 
life in Jesus Christ. 

 

• Pray that, as followers of Christ who treas-
ure life as a gift from God, we will exercise 
patience, caution and concern for our neigh-
bor as the COVID-19 pandemic continues 
long past our expectations and assumptions. 

   
• Give thanks for followers of Christ and chil-

dren of God who gather in faith communi-
ties everywhere to praise God, grow in faith 
and celebrate the unity we have in Christ. 
Pray that we might never show bias toward 
or rebuff people who are curious and seek 
the good news we have received.  

 

• Pray that we will be humble but not shy 
about praying in private or with others, 
trusting that God understands us even when 
our words — spoken or silent — feel awk-
ward or inadequate. 

 

• “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make 
a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” 
Like the immense, complex and awesome 
universe, we are God’s handiwork. Raise up 
prayers of glory and thanksgiving to God! 

 

• This is a year of hope, yearning and antici-
pation, when we cry out for relief, healing, 
positive signs of change in the world and 
reassurance that we’ll all be OK. Pray that we 
will trust in God’s promises and presence 
through faith in Jesus Christ — son of man 
and son of God, our hope, security and sal-
vation in all times and circumstances.  
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group: 

December 6 
Jeff Kahl 
Liz King 
Jessica Nelson 
Maridith Stading 
 
December 7 
Shannon Burke 
Jerry Harkins 
Allison Hetherington 
 
December 8 
Linda Hackworth 
Ben Haugen 
Jerilyn Moltrum 
Scott Parker 
 
December 9 
Sara Dasugo 
Kristi Laffen 
Teresa Littlefield 
Sophia Louis 

December 10 
Gary Green 
Emma Heiny 
Judy Hjelkrem 
Bob Keys 
Scott Smith 
Brian Smith 
Melissa Travins 
 
December 11 
Scott Anderson 
Patricia Atkins 
Kris Cartwright 
Cathy Pavek 
 
December 12 
Teresa Garcia 
Diane Gosch 
Erv Rokke 
James Wheeler  
Kelly Wood 

December 6 
Joe & Connie Ramaglia -  51 years 
Gary & Kaylin Stepien - 8 years 
 
December 9 
Adam & Katie Jarmusz - 10 years 
 
December 12 
Jeff & Mitz Gross - 33 years 
Joel & Sarah Yoder - 11 years 

 

Congratulations to new members  
Marissa Ballard and Vincent Schultz 

(engaged to be married)  
on the birth of their son,  

Benjamin Todd Schultz, 
born November 20, 7 lbs 5 oz, 20.1 inches! 

Happy Birthday to  
Bob Keys  

who will be 91 on December 10. 
Congratulations! 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Philip Baylis 
Jacque Bokelman 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
John Braden 
Monika Cline 
Kylee Collins 
Leslie Crowley 
Dana & Hayley 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Lola Dixon 
The Bill Duven Family 
Shane Fross 
Chris Gerbig 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Harry Green & Family 
Lee Gross 
Tom  Guenther & Family 
Ellen Haase 
Angelika Hackel 
Lindsay Hart 
Doug Hering 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Beverly Hodges 
Chris Huston 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
Carlin Kielcheski 

Brenda Kuker 
MaryLee Lane 
Pastor Hank Maertens 
Jay McCoy 
The Gwendolyn Michal 
Family 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Dan & Danielle Ohl 
Betsy Plante 
Sue Raabe 
Don Reed 
Linda Samuelson 
The Family of Sylvia 
Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Don Trowbridge 
Jim Underwood 
Marie Vickers 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
Martin Winkler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. Our condolences and prayers surround the 

family and friends of 
SYLVIA SANDNER 

 Sharon Cartwright, Lori Albright and 
Wendy Sandner’s mother;  

Kris and Josh’s mother-in-law;  
grandmother of two;  

great-grandmother of three. 
A memorial service will be  

December 2, 2020, Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday - Friday.  
Devotionals may be picked up by either of the alley 
doors. 

flccs.net
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THANK YOU TO THE 
CHRISTMAS DECORATORS! 
 

Gail & Butch Backlund, Debra & Ken Boehm, Judy & David Bondurant, Linda & Jerry Branesky, 
Marcus Kochis, Patti Kramer, Pastor Travis, Chris Parkhill, Lynn Peterson, and Cathy Spencer helped 
hang the garland on the fence on Saturday. 
 
Thank you to Debra Boehm for sharing her decorating expertise and to Ryan Hanscom for logistical 
help.  
 

Drive by and check out the large spruce tree by the Peel House. It has been decorated with 
800 lights! Spectacular! 


