
 

 



2  

 

December 22 
Alice Aden 
Theresa Gerdis 
Ruth Kosley 
Roger Lans 
Lydia Remley 
Joy Rudnick 
Gretchen Valle 
 
December 23  
Diane Boldt 
Nora Ward 
 
December 24 
Brittany Dufaud 
Nancy Rosenberger 
Elizabeth Shoemaker 
Pam Steffen 
David Wheat 
 
December 26 
Lannette Abbey 
Glenn Frank 
Katherine Haynes 
Jerry Hovind 
Kevin Kruse 
Jan Larson 
Kathryn Park 
Keith Wilkinson 

 
December 27 
Anne Bradley 
Stacy Gatto 
LeRoy Smith 
Rhonda Weiler 
 
December 28 
Kamden Fisher 
Jim Hunt 
Ryan Kosley 
Bryan Scott 

December 22 
Dick & Vicki Kennedy - 47 years 
 

December 23 
Verl & Marlis Olson - 58 years 
 

December 25 
Mike & Denise Anderson - 49 years 
Charles & Gail Bowles - 50 years 
Burke Ferrin & Jenny Smith - 8 years 
 
December 27  
John & Karen Bartos - 61 years 
Ron & Lisa Johnson - 22 years 
 
December 28 
Jerry & Linda Branesky - 48 years 
Matt & Karen Clark - 13 years 
Joe & Barbara Dixon - 52 years 
David Fenell & Cathie John - 1 year 
George & Paula Gillaspie - 31 years 
Allan & Helen Krause - 54 years 
Jeremy & Lydia Remley - 23 years 
Jonathan & Kellie Zlab - 23 years 
 

Celebration Ringers 
 
Celebration Ringers will be playing at the Inn at 
Garden Plaza on Sunday, 3 pm. 

Ekklesia Publishing 
 

The Ekklesia will not be published next week, 
the week of Christmas. It will be published the 
following week.  
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Charlotte Auten 
Rita Avis 
Billl 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Ann & Steve Brown 
Andrea Bullock 
Frank Canady 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
The Denny Children 
Anna Dillow 
Amy Finger 
Michael Foret 
Devan Garcia 
Jimmy Garcia 
Steve Gaspard 
The Grant Family 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Mark Hallenbeck 
Marcia Davis Hansen 
Jon Haring 
Steve & Cheryl Haver 
The Hawkins Family 
Sara Hayden 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
John Klatt 
Chad Knox 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 

David Letcher 
Elvira Martinez 
Jay McCoy 
Carolyn McDole 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Greg Naber 
Don Nelson 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton & Family 
Gary Olson 
Craig Parlet 
Kristin Partenza 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The David Reid Family 
Ethel Riegel 
Aaron Rindahl 
The Dawn Rindahl Family 
Roberta Robinson 
Sylvia 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Paul Shupe 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Don Swearingen & 
Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Verdawna & Jeff 
Al Wiebke 
Scott Wilkinson 
Dave Wright 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Nick Zuardo & Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

From the Archives 
 

Dedication of the Jewett/Giddings House as 
the Sanctuary of First Lutheran Church, April 
5, 1959:  Presentation of the Keys - Building 
Committee Chairman to the Pastor: "On behalf 
of the building committee, I do now present this 
building and property to the trustees and the congre-
gation, to be consecrated to the service and worship 
of Almighty God."  Pastor: "Peace be unto this 
House."  Congregation: "And to all that enter  
therein." 

Sunday School 
 

There will be no Sunday School for pre-school 
through 9th grade until January 5. 

Christmas Eve Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are still needed to help with  the  
9 pm service.  
 

Nursery help is needed at ALL services. 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

Deacon Joan Kuehn has shared with me her intention to retire in June of 2020 after 31 years of minis-
try here at First Lutheran. We’ve all known that the time was likely near, but it’s hard to hear anyway. 
As much as anyone, Joan has shaped the ministry at First Lutheran and will be sorely missed. She is 
looking forward to her last Lessons and Carols, Christmas and Easter services, Gallery of Living Art 
and Summer Bell tour. Each of these will be a little more poignant as we experience them with Joan at 
the helm for the final time. We will always be grateful to her for her sincere ministry of faith that has 
blessed thousands of people here at First Lutheran and beyond.  
There will be more time to reflect on her ministry and express our gratitude and love. We will throw a 
party to be sure! We will also have time to think about the future and what comes next. I’ll work closely 
with Eric and Council to discern that future and I welcome your thoughts and ideas.  
Martin Luther said that when a person sings, they pray twice. Deacon Joan has led this congregation 
in prayer and brought us all closer to the Lord. I wish I was 31 years older and had been here when she 
started so we could serve together all that time. But God appoints each of us for the season He intends. 
And First Lutheran has thrived under Deacon Joan’s leadership. We trust that God will continue to 
provide as we move forward in the months to come. 
The good news is that Joan and Frank intend to stay here at First Lutheran as their church home. Joan 
even joked that she might take up ushering. I saw Marcia’s ears perk up at that. We’ll take them any 
way we can get them and be blessed for it. 
                                        -Pastor Travis 

Annual Stewardship Update 
 
Thank you to everyone who has completed a pledge card to support the ministry in 2020. We have re-
ceived over 350 pledges and have been very pleased with the generous response. We typically receive 
more than 450 pledges before the end of the year, so if you haven’t’ yet completed and returned your 
pledge card please do so as soon as possible so we can report an accurate total to the congregation and 
enter January fully prepared to fulfill the ministry of the church. Thanks! 
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From Deacon Joan Kuehn 
 

Dear First Lutheran Family, 
 

It has been a joy and privilege for 31 years to serve in ministry with members of First 
Lutheran Church. I am very grateful for these years. Truly, every day has been a bless-
ing. After much prayer and discussion with my husband and family, I feel it is now 
time to retire from my call. This is not easy. Yes, Director of Music has been my area of 
ministry, but First Lutheran has been my extended family all these years.  

 

It has been a special journey.  I especially thank the choir, the handbell choirs and the instrumentalists 
who have served over the years in music ministry. I have had the privilege of working with a great staff, 
and with supportive and caring pastors. Frank and I plan to continue to make First Lutheran our 
church home. I will be in a new role as member and volunteer.   
 

Directing the music each Sunday is a joy. Three special events are particularly dear to my heart: Lessons 
and Carols, the Gallery of Living Art and the Celebration Ringer Handbell Tour. June 28, 2020 will be 
my last Sunday and June 30 my last day on staff.  
 

I thank each of you for 31 years of ministry. With God’s guidance, Pastor Travis’ leadership, and a dedi-
cated staff and congregation, I know there are great years ahead.  
 
Christ’s love to all of you, 
Deacon Joan     

Council Highlights 
 

A reminder that council minutes are available at the Information Station in the Gathering Place. They 
are typically minutes from two meetings prior given that minutes taken at one meeting aren’t ap-
proved until the next month and then are made available.  
Council said farewell to Mike Olsen, Gary Olson and Karen Busovsky with gratitude for their four years 
of service during some very significant changes including transition in senior pastoral staff.  
Council received the report that the congregation had exceeded the capital campaign goal and passed 
the following resolution 
“The First Lutheran Council thanks the congregation for its enthusiastic and faith-filled response to 
the Rekindle the Gift campaign to renovate the Peel House. The congregation has proven itself to be 
forward thinking, unified and generous.” 
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Book Discussion 
Group 
Please note that the Book Dis-
cussion Group will meet at 
 7 pm on January 8th and NOT 
on January 1st.  

 
In response to member requests to read more 
classics, our first book of the year will be  
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger, first pub-
lished as a novel in 1951. This coming-of-age 
fiction written for adult but often read by  
adolescents, deals with alienation, angst and 
the superficiality of society. Since its first  
publication it has sold more than 65 million 
copies and still sells more than a million copies 
a year. It was named by Modern Library as one 
of the 100 best English language novels of the 
20th century. It was listed at number 15 on the 
BBC survey called The Big Read.  

Rekindle the Gift Update 
 

In the coming months we will use this space to 
keep you informed as to the progress of the 
renovation project and how the gifts to the 
campaign will be used. Our current pledges 
amount to $3,602,291! Now that we know what 
the congregation has pledged, the renovation 
team has set a firm budget for the entire pro-
ject including hard construction costs. In the 
next few months our architect will develop  
detailed construction documents, our contrac-
tor will identify savings to stay within budget 
and our design team will work closely with 
both to make important decisions as questions 
arise. Depending on how quickly we can make 
decisions we expect to break ground sometime 
in April or May. The project will take approxi-
mately seven months, and we are anxious to 
begin so it can be finished before Christmas 
2020! 
We have created separate envelopes for  
Rekindle the Gift donations that will be delivered 
with your regular envelopes. Please begin  
writing two checks for your offering, and use 
the appropriate envelopes. It’s important for us 
to keep monies going to the general fund sepa-
rate from those designated for the Peel House. 
This is a three- year campaign, and most of us 
will give over that three-year span. However, if 
you are able to complete your commitment  
earlier, know that it will save the church money 
by reducing the amount we have to borrow to 
cover that three years and thus reduce the cost 
of interest. 

Casting for Gallery of  
Living  Art 
 

Casting for Gallery of Living Art will be 
Sunday,  January 12 in the Gathering Place. 
 

Children, 3 pm  
Women & teen girls, 4 pm  
Men & teen boys, 5:30 pm 
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Longest Night: Blue Christmas 
Evening Prayer 

 
While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas 
is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or 
like celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression, 
loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magni-
fied. Even those who are not struggling with 
losses may feel the stress of preparations and 
expectations around Christmas time. A Longest 
Night/Blue Christmas service may provide a 
time and place of solace during the often frenetic 
days surrounding the celebration of Christmas. 
We come together seeking healing and room to 
share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion 
when these emotions often feel out of place dur-
ing the holidays. 
 

In the Northern Hemisphere, December 21 is the 
longest night, the winter solstice. It marks the 
shortest day of the year, the official start of win-
ter. Tradition says that nature and all her crea-
tures stop and hold their breaths to see if the sun 
will turn back from its wanderings, if the days 
will lengthen and the earth will once again feel 
the sun’s warmth. On this darkest day of the 
year, we come with our honest yearnings seeking 
the return of light and hope. 
 

The Heart of Christianity 

December 19 - Thin Places – Opening the Heart   
       (p. 149-163) 
December 26 - No class – Christmas break 
January 2- Sin and Salvation – Transforming the  
       Heart  (p. 164-184) 
January 9 - The Heart of the Matter – Practice   
       (p. 187-205) 
January 16 - Heart and Home – Being a Christian in 
       an Age of Pluralism  (p. 207-225)  

Theatre Group 
 The Sound of Music 
Deadline Extended 

When a postulant proves too high-spirited for 
the religious life, she’s dispatched to serve as 
governess for the seven children of a widowed 
naval captain. Her growing rapport with the 
youngsters, coupled with her generosity of 
spirit, gradually captures the heart of the stern 
captain, and they marry. The family’s narrow 
escape over the mountains to Switzerland on 
the eve of World War II provides one of the 
most thrilling and inspirational finales ever 
presented in the theatre. Please sign up and pay 
at the Welcome Center in the Gathering 
Place.  Deadline for signing up is Sunday, 
December 22. 
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Women’s Advent Tea 
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Lessons & Carols 
 & Pie Fest 
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Church Office Closed 
 

The church office will be closed Wednesday,  
December 25 and Wednesday, January 1 due to 
the holidays. There also will be no Bible study on  
either of these days.  
However, the church will be open for the  
Christmas Day service on December 25 at 11:00 
am. 

Ask A Nurse Resource Comes to 
First Lutheran  

 

As part of our Enhancing Ministry to Older 
Adults initiative, we are beginning the “Ask A 
Nurse” program for those with medical ques-
tions. With primary care provider visits getting 
shorter, many of us find little time to ask ques-
tions and share our concerns in the doctor’s of-
fice. The question may be related to the medica-
tions you are on or fears of what recurring 
symptoms might mean or related to diet and 
exercise. You will have an opportunity to ask a 
nurse about any questions you may have on the 
morning of January 19th from 9 - 11 am in the 
Book Alcove next to the Welcome Center desk. A 
Nurse Practitioner will be available for a  
confidential consultation. A signup sheet will be 
available on the morning of January 19th at the 
Welcome Desk.  

Twice Upon A Time 
Sharing gently used and new books with children in 
our community 
 

 This ministry offers opportunities for young 
and old alike to  be involved. There are many 
ways to help. 
 

Collect Children’s Books  
of All Kinds 
• Clean your bookshelves 
• Kids, donate your outgrown books 
• Tell your family  
   and friends 
• Shop at bookstore and garage sales 
• Carry Twice Upon a Time business cards 

available  in the Gathering Place. Hand them 
out at sales and offer to pick up books that  

    don’t sell. 
•  Place donated books in  the little red wagon 

in the  Gathering Place. 
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High School Youth 
Here are scheduled opportunities for fellowship 
and gathering, service opportunities, and fun 
events.  Friends are always welcome! 
 

Christmas Party and White Elephant 

Ice Skating at Acacia Park   
Stop for hot chocolate 

Pizza and planning for February fundraiser 

Synod Youth Gathering in Estes Park 

Super Bowl Potluck Party 

Ski Retreat 

Valentine’s Dance / Fundraiser for HS trip 

Middle School Youth 
Gingerbread Houses and Dutch Run! 

2nd Sunday Meet Up 

 
Synod Youth Gathering in Estes Park 

 
Super Bowl Potluck Party 
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Tree of Warmth 
  
The Sunday School is 
collecting new and 
gently used hats, 
gloves, scarves and 

socks (unwrapped). These items may be placed 
under the tree in the Gathering Place until 
December 22. All items will be given to 
Ecumenical Social Ministries after the 
children’s Sunday School program. 

December Sunday Adult  
Seminar Schedule 

 
 

Heart to Heart: Conversations Around Aging 
 
Has your family considered the effects of aging 
in older family members? This class will provide 
tips and tools to initiate healthy heart-to-heart 
conversations today to help reduce stress in the 
future. It is designed to help you gain a better 
understanding of your parents’ or your own 
desires for the future. Participants receive in-
formation and tips for discussing wishes and 
potential needs—so you all can be prepared and 
enjoy more peace of mind about the future. 
Class will be led by Cheryl Mahon. 
 
 Christmas break - No Adult Seminar. 

Advent Evening Service 

 
You are invited to join us for the remaining  
Advent Service at 5 pm on Saturday evening in 
the Worship Center.  This service follows a 
combination of beautiful, contemplative  
liturgies of song and prayer.  The space has 
been transformed into a calming space of  
Advent blessing dressed in blue and white as 
we wait for the coming of the Lord.  Please join 
us for this special experience of word and song, 
meal and prayer.  

Christmas Photo Opportunity 
 

There will two places in the Gathering Place for 
you to take a family photo on Christmas Eve or 
on Christmas Day. Take your photo in front of 
the Christmas trees by the Book Alcove or in 
front of the special winter wonderland as you 
come out of the Sanctuary. Don’t miss out! 
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Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 
 

It’s time to think about Summer Camp 2020!  
Rainbow Trail opened early registration on  
November 1st for members of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod. We will be sending kids to 
camp on the following schedules: 
 

• July 5-11, Senior High campers entering 
9th -12th grades 

• July 26- August 1, Junior & Junior High 
campers entering 4th - 8th grades 

• July 26-29, Campers entering 2nd & 3rd  
grades for half a week 

 

Do not miss this special opportunity to send 
your child to camp for a transformational 
week of fun, fellowship and growth in faith!  
If you have any questions, please contact  
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net. 

Heavenly Delights 
Our church cookbook features over 500 tried and 
true recipes that are sure to become family 
favorites. Cookbooks are available in the 
Welcome Center for $15.00. 

Save the Date 
March 28, 2020 thru April 4, 2020 

 

Loving our Neighbor Beyond Charity 
Cultural and Spiritual Immersion  

Experience 
 El Paso, Texas 

 

Join us as we visit our sisters and brothers at 
ELCA Lutheran Church Cristo Rey to discover 
our Synod’s border congregation and the com-
munities they serve. Watch for more  
information after the holidays. 

Interesting Bible Facts 
 
Books in the Bible: 66 
Books in the Old Testament: 39 
Books in the New Testament: 27 
Shortest book in the Bible: 2 John 
Longest book in the Bible: Psalms 
Chapters in the Bible: 1189 
Chapters in the Old Testament: 929 
Chapters in the New Testament: 260 
Middle chapter of the Bible: Psalm 117 
Shortest chapter in the Bible: Psalm 117 
Longest chapter in the Bible: Psalm 119 
Verses in the Bible: 31,173 
Verses in the Old Testament: 23,214 
Verses in the New Testament: 7,959 
Shortest verse in the Bible: John 11:35 
Longest verse in the Bible: Esther 8:9 
Words in the Bible: 773,692 
Words in the Old Testament: 592,439 
Words in the New Testament: 181,253 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20117
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20117
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Esther%208.9
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
 
Pastor’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 10 am, Fireside Room 
 
Cancer Prayer  
Support Group    
Fourth Saturday of the month, 10 am, Library  
Sign up in church, or call 719.447.6068. 
 
Sunday Adult Seminar 
Sundays, 9:15 am, Worship Center  
December 22 
Heart to Heart: Conversations Around Aging 
 
The Heart of Christianity 
December 19  
Thin Places – Opening the Heart   
6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Upstairs Conference Room 

Schedule of Services: 

 

12-STEP SUPPORT GROUPS 
Sunday 
4:00 pm  CODA Women’s Group, Main Floor 
6:00 pm  “Old North End” AA, 2nd Floor, SW Room 203 
 
Monday 
6:00 pm  Emotions Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   SW Room 203 
6:30 pm   Debtors Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   NW Room 204  
7:30 pm  “Attitude of Gratitude” Al-Anon, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
 
Tuesday 
9:00 am  Overeaters Anonymous, Main Floor 

(through the end of March) 
5:30 pm  Tuesday Evening Meditation & Solutions AA 

Meeting, Main Floor 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Group Parent Meeting, Main Floor

  
Wednesday 
7:30 am  Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor, NW Room 

204 
5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
6:00 pm  “164” AA Support Group, Lower Level  
7:00 pm  Women’s Discovery Empowerment Group, 

2nd Floor, NW Room 204 
7:30 pm  Recovering Snowflakes meeting of Cocaine 

Anonymous, Main Floor 
 
Friday 
 5:00 pm  CODA Support Group, Lower Level 
 5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203  
 7:00 pm     Co-dependency Anonymous, Lower Level 
 7:00 pm   “Living Free” AA Group, 2nd Floor,  
    SW Room 203 
 
Saturday 
 8:30 am   Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  NW 

Room 204 
 8:30 am  S-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
 2:30 pm    “Gift of the Heart” Alcoholics Anonymous, 

Main Floor 
 
All groups meet in the Peel House on the north side of the church 
property. 
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Congratulations to Glenn & Karen 
Frank who celebrated their 57th 
wedding anniversary on December 15. 

Congratulations to Jack & Judy 
Peterson who celebrated their 6oth 
wedding anninversary on December 19. 

The OWLs enjoyed a festive & delicious 
lunch at Briargate Manor in Manitou 
Springs. 


