
Congratulations First Lutheran, and thanks be to God. We exceeded our Capital Campaign goal! 
Thanks to the Steering Committee, the Volunteers, GSB consulting, and our staff who worked so 
hard to make this a successful campaign. Thank you to everyone who filled out a statement of intent, 
from a one million dollar gift to notes saying ‘I’ll give what I can.” All of it matters and is celebrated 
today. Thank you!  
Our prayer is that God will use these gifts to fully renovate the Peel House and turn it into a robust 
ministry center for generations to come. God has smiled upon our efforts and allowed us to fully 
achieve the vision He gave us. Thanks be to God! 

 

WE EXCEEDED OUR GOAL! 



2  

 

December 15 
MaryAuten 
Mike Bigelow 
Chloe Deeba 
Jackie Gibson 
Cyndi Hale 
Riley Walsh 
Cliff Wright 
 
December 16 
Tom Iverson 
Don Kusulas 
Dot Random 
Ed Weaver 
 
December 17 
Gwen Auten 
Lorraine Dickey 
Jennifer Goode 
Rich Lans 
Spencer Lemkuhl 
Carolyn McDole 
Trond Ostrem 
John Peterson 

 
December 18 
Rolf Jacobson 
Lauren Keenan 
 
December 19 
Griffin Briggs 
Joe Cole 
Jason Coleman 
Jackie Coleman 
Robert Gully 
MaryLee Lane 
 
December 20 
Joe Anderson 
Mary DuBois-Gnuse 
Marcus Kochis 
Bill Zautke 
 
December 21 
Kristi Anderson 
Emily Huston 
Zaden Isidore 
Tristan Mathiesen 
Sigurd Torgerson 
Richard Utzke 

December 15 
Glenn & Karen Frank - 57 years 
 

December 16 
Steve & Anita Iskra - 52 years 
 

December 18 
Bob & Barbara Larsen - 64 years 
 
December 19  
Mark & Mary Buchanan - 43 years 
Don & Sherry Hoerl - 43 years 
Dale & Kathlynn Jackson - 27 years 
Shawn & Shelly Murray - 22 years 
Jack & Judy Peterson - 60 years 
 
December 20 
Steve & Svetlana Benson - 23 years 
Kyle & Jana Miller - 10 years 
 
December 21 
Teresa & Michael Garcia - 17 years 
Scott & Trish Jeffery - 21 years 
Al & Marilynn Knutson - 36 years 
Al & Lynn Lougeay - 45 years 

A huge thank you to all those who helped 
decorate the church inside and out for Christmas! 
Everything looks very festive! 

You Are Invited 
Home Dedication & Celebration  
For Homeowners Andi & Randy 
December 14, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm 

823 Bunting Avenue, Fountain, CO 
 

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Charlotte Auten 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Ann & Steve Brown 
Andrea Bullock 
Frank Canady 
Shirley & Alicia Coleman 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
The Denny Children 
Anna Dillow 
Amy Finger 
Michael Foret 
Devan Garcia 
Jimmy Garcia 
Steve Gaspard 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Mark Hallenbeck 
Marcia Davis Hansen 
Jon Haring 
Steve & Cheryl Haver 
The Hawkins Family 
Sara Hayden 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Martin Hunt Family 
Casey Jacobs 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
John Klatt 
Chad Knox 
Steve Krantz 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
David Letcher 
Arnold & Renee Mahler 
Elvira Martinez 

Jay McCoy 
Carolyn McDole 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Greg Naber 
Don Nelson 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton & Family 
Gary Olson 
Todd Olson 
John Ordahl Sr. 
Craig Parlet 
Heather Putzi 
Kristin Partenza 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The David Reid Family 
Ethel Riegel 
Aaron Rindahl 
The Dawn Rindahl Family 
Roberta Robinson 
Sylvia 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Paul Shupe 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter Swan 
Don Swearingen & 
Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Verdawna & Jeff 
Al Wiebke 
Scott Wilkinson 
Dave Wright 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Nick Zuardo & Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

From the Archives 
 

Dedication of the Jewett/Giddings House as 
the Sanctuary of First Lutheran Church, April 
5, 1959: "Through the faith, prayer and vision 
of many are we able to dedicate this building 
and property to God.  By the aid of the Holy 
Spirit and the Grace of God has this been made 
possible.  May all who enter here come to pray 
and praise the Triune God and leave knowing 
that Jesus Christ is the Lord of their life." 

Grace needed… 
 

Doreen Hulka’s birthday on November 22 was 
inadvertently left off the birthday list. It was 
her 85th birthday. 
 

Bill Hulka’s name and address also needs to 
be added to the Homebound list published in 
last week’s Ekklesia: 
 

Bill Hulka 
2218 Wynkoop Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

I just finished a funeral for Jewel Irwin. Her 
family told me about her Bible that was given 
to her in 1958 by her grandfather and was the 
only one she ever owned. It is held together by 
rubber bands and stuffed full, they said, of eve-
rything from pressed flowers to little notes and 
prayers she cut out to save. Some of those 
notes include sections from the Ekklesia over 
the years. Hearing that has definitely made me 
think about what I write in this weekly column 
and what’s contained in the pages of this 
newsletter. I wonder if any of it is worth cut-
ting out and saving for a while? I hope so. 
We are in that time of year now where we get 
out the boxes in the attic and unwrap the deco-
rations for Christmas. In our throwaway world 
we don’t keep much anymore; it’s easy to  
replace most things. But these decorations that 
we pull out this time of year are full of things 
that have meaning to us -  things that aren’t 
easily replaced. I have a nativity scene that I 
purchased in Bethlehem twenty years ago. I’ve 
kept the Hebrew newsprint it was packaged in 
and the box from Israel that’s just cardboard, 
but it’s of a different sort that takes my memo-
ries back to my time in the Holy Land.  
Christmas decorations, the ones that we’ve 
kept for years, are like that. They take us back 
to a different time: when our kids were young 
and at home, when we were young, when life 
was different - maybe simpler, maybe happier, 
maybe more complex or difficult. Memories 
are connected to the items we keep. 

And keeping memories is part of our faith. We 
are people who cherish the Holy Story. The  
story of Jesus. His birth, his teachings, his  
sacrifice for us. We keep the memory of the 
work of God throughout the ages, and through 
our church and fellow Christians. We keep 
these memories close to warm our hearts and 
strengthen our faith each year. And we share 
them and pass them on to our children and 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
through the gifts and items we give, like a  
Bible handed to a grandchild; through the  
stories we tell, like the Christmas story read 
before the presents are opened; through the 
experiences we share, like coming to worship 
as a family and filling out the pew together. I 
pray this Advent will be a time of making new 
memories, and a time of sharing again the 
cherished memories of our faith. 
                -Pastor Travis 
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   Peel House Capital Campaign Update 
 

          With Gratitude 
 

$3,538,291.  That was the total of pledges to the Peel House Capital Campaign 
announced this past Sunday at Celebration Sunday. This total is such a humbling reflection on the 
generosity of the members of First Lutheran (and a number of non-members that have contributed to 
that total as well). Thank you to all. 
 

The response from the congregation was very deep. Generally, we have 550-600 active households in 
the congregation. To date, we have received responses to the Peel House appeal from over 400 of these 
households, a participation percentage that most have told us is a very high response rate. Lutherans 
like to be over-achievers, however, and I would not be surprised to pick up another significant number 
of responses.   
 

This will likely be my last update, and I wanted to share a few thoughts.  First, thank you to all the 
members for stepping up and backing up our words from earlier this year.  Earlier, we voted, convinc-
ingly, that we needed to update the Peel House.  Words are one thing, but the actions, as manifested 
by the Campaign total, backed up those words in an overwhelming way. Thank you. 
 

Second, to all the volunteers, thank you.  A campaign of this magnitude takes so many people and in 
true Lutheran servitude, the membership showed up. OK, a couple of the volunteer-driven events were 
preceded by a lunch and that subtle form of Lutheran bribery may have influenced turnout just a bit.  
When all was said and done, the membership was there for the Campaign; please accept my gratitude 
for that. 
 

Finally, thank you for allowing me to be a part of the Peel House Campaign. Initially, I had reserva-
tions about taking on the role, but I have been so blessed by this experience. Thank you for the oppor-
tunity. 
 

You have opened your hearts, and for that, we will continue to provide a wonderful venue for the com-
munity, the neighborhood and for First Lutheran.  With all our gratitude, thanks for your generosity. 

 
                                Tad Goodenbour, Campaign Chair 
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Christmas Eve  
Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers are needed to acolyte, usher, 
greet, be communion assistants and  
assist in the nursery at all services (1, 3, 5, 
7, 9) on Tuesday, December 24.  If you 
would be willing to help, please sign up in 
church or call the church office at 
719.632.8836. 

Christmas               
 Poinsettias 
 
If you would like to 
designate a poinsettia 
which will be displayed during the Christmas 
Eve services in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one or event, please visit the Welcome Center 
on Sunday or the Reception Desk from 9 - 5 
during the week. A special Christmas list will be 
published in the Christmas Eve bulletin on 
December 24. The cost is $9.00 per plant. 
Designations must be received by Tuesday, 
December 17. 

Women’s  
Advent Tea 
Praise God with Song 

First Lutheran women 
of all ages and their 
guests are cordially invited to set aside a Satur-
day morning for fellowship and a special time 
with sisters in Christ.  Come and join the wom-
en of First Lutheran and enjoy wonderful re-
freshments and inspirational Christmas music 
from the High Country Brass Quintet.  We in-
vite you to host a table of six and share your cre-
ative touch by providing a festive “Praise God 
with Song” theme with your holiday place set-
tings, napkins and decorations. (Food, silver-
ware and drinks will be provided) Sign up on 
the opportunity sheet in church. 
 

Sponsoring:  Sock drive to benefit Catholic  
Charities and Ecumenical Social Ministries. 

Advent Calendars are available for 
purchase outside the Book Alcove. 

Advent 
Devotional 
Booklets are 
available at all weekend 

services. You may also pick one up at the 
reception desk during the week.
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Longest Night: Blue Christmas 
Evening Prayer 

 
While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas 
is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or 
like celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression, 
loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magni-
fied. Even those who are not struggling with 
losses may feel the stress of preparations and 
expectations around Christmas time. A Longest 
Night/Blue Christmas service may provide a 
time and place of solace during the often frenetic 
days surrounding the celebration of Christmas. 
We come together seeking healing and room to 
share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion 
when these emotions often feel out of place dur-
ing the holidays. 
 

In the Northern Hemisphere, December 21 is the 
longest night, the winter solstice. It marks the 
shortest day of the year, the official start of win-
ter. Tradition says that nature and all her crea-
tures stop and hold their breaths to see if the sun 
will turn back from its wanderings, if the days 
will lengthen and the earth will once again feel 
the sun’s warmth. On this darkest day of the 
year, we come with our honest yearnings seeking 
the return of light and hope. 
 

The Heart of Christianity 

December 19 - Thin Places – Opening the Heart   
       (p. 149-163) 
December 26 - No class – Christmas break 
January 2- Sin and Salvation – Transforming the  
       Heart  (p. 164-184) 
January 9 - The Heart of the Matter – Practice   
       (p. 187-205) 
January 16 - Heart and Home – Being a Christian in 
       an Age of Pluralism  (p. 207-225)  

Theatre Group 
 The Sound of Music 

When a postulant proves too high-spirited for 
the religious life, she’s dispatched to serve as 
governess for the seven children of a widowed 
naval captain. Her growing rapport with the 
youngsters, coupled with her generosity of 
spirit, gradually captures the heart of the stern 
captain, and they marry. The family’s narrow 
escape over the mountains to Switzerland on 
the eve of World War II provides one of the 
most thrilling and inspirational finales ever 
presented in the theatre. Please sign up and pay 
at the Welcome Center in the Gathering 
Place.  Deadline for signing up is Sunday, 
December 15. 
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YOUTH HANDBELLS - GO, TELL IT 

Rainbow Ringers Jubilate Ringers 

Celebration Ringers 
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 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - COME TO BETHLEHEM 
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High School Youth 
Here are scheduled opportunities for fellowship 
and gathering, service opportunities, and fun 
events.  Friends are always welcome! 

Lessons and Carols  

 

Christmas Party and White Elephant 

Middle School Youth 
Gingerbread Houses and Dutch Run! 

 

MOPS  
 

 

MOPS is an international Christian nonprofit 
organization where moms gather and support 
one another through the journey of mother-
hood. Expectant mothers through mothers of 
high schoolers are welcome. 
 
This group meets the second and fourth Satur-
day of the month. 
 

Please sign up on the opportunity sheets in 
church or flccs.net. For more information, please 
contact Tasha Friedell at 719.650.1857 or Aman-
da Goff at 719.287.6263. 

Tree of Warmth 
  
The Sunday School is 
collecting new and 
gently used hats, 
gloves, scarves and 

socks (unwrapped). These items may be placed 
under the tree in the Gathering Place until 
December 22. All items will be given to 
Ecumenical Social Ministries after the 
children’s Sunday School program. 
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December Sunday Adult  
Seminar Schedule 

  

Moral Injury  
  
Led by Reverend Jeff Zust, retired military 
chaplain  
 

Moral Injury is an occupation hazard from mili-
tary service.  It is not the same as Post Traumat-
ic Stress Disorder. Moral Injury occurs when 
service members judge that they have acted, 
failed to act or participated in events that vio-
late the standards they use to measure their 
lives. The resulting dissonance alters the course 
of their lives and can produce a variety of sub-
sequent effects that are life altering on both 
personal and social levels.  Moral Injuries can 
be experienced by anyone who has undergone a 
traumatic event. However, most people experi-
ence these events as victims: soldiers experi-
ence them as agents. This dynamic changes 
how they cope and heal from trauma.  This two-
week class will explore how moral development, 
moral judgement, and moral healing happen 
within military service, and draw some implica-
tions for a larger civilian society and the 
church. 

 

Heart to Heart: Conversations Around Aging-
 

Has your family considered the effects of aging 
in older family members? This class will provide 
tips and tools to initiate healthy heart-to-heart 
conversations today to help reduce stress in the 
future. It is designed to help you gain a better 
understanding of your parents’ or your own de-
sires for the future. Participants receive infor-
mation and tips for discussing wishes and po-
tential needs—so you all can be prepared and 
enjoy more peace of mind about the future. 
Class will be led by Cheryl Mahon. 
 
Christmas break - No Adult Seminar. 

Advent Evening Services 

 
You are invited to join us for the two remaining 
Advent Services at 5 pm on Saturday evening in 
the Worship Center.  These services follow a 
combination of beautiful, contemplative litur-
gies of song and prayer.  The space has been 
transformed into a calming space of Advent 
blessing dressed in blue and white as we wait 
for the coming of the Lord.  Please join us for 
this special experience of word and song, meal 
and prayer.  



14  

 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH KIT: 
 

• ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 
40”  and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended 

• TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to  
  9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping  
• ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original  
  packaging*  
• ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging  
• ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional),  

remove packaging  
* Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an 
individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no 
plastic bags or wrap 
 

HOW TO PACK YOUR KITS OF CARE :  Fold the  
towel in half width-wise. Place the rest of the items in the 
towel, fold and roll so nothing falls out, and secure  with 
yarn, ribbon, string or rubber bands.  
 
 

Shipping cost is $5.00 per kit; make checks payable to First 
Lutheran. PLEASE, DO NOT PUT CHECKS INSIDE THE 
KIT:  turn in your check at the Welcome Center, Round Desk 
or give to a  staff member. Kits are due by December 15 in the 
Gathering Place. 

Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 
 

It’s time to think about Summer Camp 2020!  
Rainbow Trail opened early registration on  
November 1st for members of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod. We will be sending kids to 
camp on the following schedules: 
 

• July 5-11, Senior High campers entering 
9th -12th grades 

• July 26- August 1, Junior & Junior High 
campers entering 4th -8th grades 

• July 26-29, Campers entering 2nd & 3rd  
grade for half a week 

 

Do not miss this special opportunity to send 
your child to camp for a transformational 
week of fun, fellowship and growth in faith!  
If you have any questions, please contact  
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net. 

Heavenly Delights 
Our church cookbook features over 500 tried and 
true recipes that are sure to become family 
favorites. Cookbooks are available in the 
Welcome Center for $15.00. 

SAVE THE DATE 
March 28, 2020 thru April 4, 2020 

 

Loving our Neighbor Beyond Charity 
Cultural and Spiritual Immersion  

Experience 
 El Paso, Texas 

 

Join us as we visit our sisters and brothers at 
ELCA Lutheran Church Cristo Rey to discover 
our Synod’s border congregation and the com-
munities they serve. Watch for more  
information after the holidays. 
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
 
Pastor’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 10 am, Fireside Room 
 
Cancer Prayer  
Support Group    
Fourth Saturday of the month, 10 am, Library  
Sign up in church, or call 719.447.6068. 
 
Sunday Adult Seminar 
Sundays, 9:15 am, Worship Center  
Moral Injury 
Reverend Jeff Zust, retired military chaplain 

  
 
The Heart of Christianity 
 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Upstairs Conference Room 
 

Schedule of Services: 

 

12-STEP SUPPORT GROUPS 
Sunday 
4:00 pm  CODA Women’s Group, Main Floor 
6:00 pm  “Old North End” AA, 2nd Floor, SW Room 203 
 
Monday 
6:00 pm  Emotions Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   SW Room 203 
6:30 pm   Debtors Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   NW Room 204  
7:30 pm  “Attitude of Gratitude” Al-Anon, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
 
Tuesday 
9:00 am  Overeaters Anonymous, Main Floor 

(through the end of March) 
5:30 pm  Tuesday Evening Meditation & Solutions AA 

Meeting, Main Floor 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Group Parent Meeting, Main Floor

  
Wednesday 
7:30 am  Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor, NW Room 

204 
5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
6:00 pm  “164” AA Support Group, Lower Level  
7:00 pm  Women’s Discovery Empowerment Group, 

2nd Floor, NW Room 204 
7:30 pm  Recovering Snowflakes meeting of Cocaine 

Anonymous, Main Floor 
 
Friday 
 5:00 pm  CODA Support Group, Lower Level 
 5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203  
 7:00 pm     Co-dependency Anonymous, Lower Level 
 7:00 pm   “Living Free” AA Group, 2nd Floor,  
    SW Room 203 
 
Saturday 
 8:30 am   Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  NW 

Room 204 
 8:30 am  S-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
 2:30 pm    “Gift of the Heart” Alcoholics Anonymous, 

Main Floor 
 
All groups meet in the Peel House on the north side of the church 
property. 
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Joe & Connie Ramaglia celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on December 6. 

Quilts given to CASA 

  

More Children’s Christmas Program photos 


