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FROM THE PASTOR 

If you are reading this, I’d like you to fill out a pledge card this year and 
return it to church as soon as possible. We will offer these up to God in 
prayer during worship on November 20. I want you to do this for yourself 
more than for the church. To be very frank, the church doesn’t do much 
with the pledge information. Last year we had 309 pledges for $1,382,743.00 but to date we’ve had 493 
individual givers contribute over 1.5 million dollars to the ministry of First Lutheran church. The truth 
is that many more people give than fill out a pledge card. Not enough people make a pledge for us to be 
able to use them to make budget decisions.   

A skeptic might wonder, why even encourage pledging then? Isn’t it the actual gift that matters the 
most? While it’s true we can’t pay the church bills and staff with pledges, I still think that pledging mat-
ters a great deal. The reason is that our giving is about more than just funding the ministry of First Lu-
theran. As important as that is, and motivating, our giving is primarily about our relationship with 
God.  

Pledging prompts a conversation between you and God about how you will use your wealth as a follow-
er of Jesus. Pledging is a spiritual discipline to consider all that God has given you and what portion of 
that you will share with God’s mission through your congregation. Hopefully, as you consider all that 
you have, you are moved by joy and thanksgiving to give some back to God. Pledging asks you to make 
a joyful commitment to God and share that commitment with your fellow believers. The church will 
hold us accountable to the commitment we make by sending out quarterly updates regarding the pro-
gress of our commitment.   

I invite you to join the 309 people who made pledges last year. Spend some time talking about it with 
God and with your family and then determine what you want to give weekly. I can’t help but smile as I 
imagine 500+ families spending this time in prayer and making a commitment to God and His 
church.   

My wife and I made our commitment this week, we were able to do what the church suggested and in-
creased our pledge over the year before. We are truly grateful for all the ways God has provided for us 
and it is our joy to give back. We love First Lutheran and all the ways God blesses people through the 
ministry of this congregation. We count it a privilege to lift up our hearts with you to the Lord. As Jesus 
said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” And no, I didn’t get that backwards.   

-Pastor Travis  
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NOVEMBER 6, 2022  
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  
EPHESIANS 1:11-23  
LUKE 6:20-31  

“Oh, when the saints, go marching in…how I want to be in that number when the saints go marching in.” 
The song is often sung in New Orleans during funeral marches in an upbeat jazzy kind of way. It’s a song 
about the hope we have in heaven and our desire to be part of those saints who get to live forever with 
God. We want to be in that number. Raise of hands, how many of you consider yourself a Saint? Ahh, if all 
of you had raised your hand I would have said “Amen” and sat down, but now I have to keep preaching. My 
job today on this All Saints Sunday is to try the best I can to make clear to you that you are part of that 
number, that you are a saint. What if I had asked you instead to look around at your fellow believers, do 
you see them as saints?  
 
What is a saint? We have some ideas of saints. We think of them as the exemplary people, the ones who 
really lived the Christian faith in a way that is admirable and worth imitating. St. Augustine, St. Francis, 
St. Patrick, St. Theresa, St. Mary. Certainly, there is a place for these kinds of saints in our faith. As Luther-
ans we don’t pray to the saints or ask the saints to pray for us like our brothers and sisters in the Roman 
Catholic Church. But we do honor the saints and celebrate saint days and look to their lives for guidance 
and inspiration. These kinds of saints differ from us in that they are heroes in the faith, remarkable for 
their obedience to Christ. But in regard to their sainthood, they are not different from us. Each one of 
them is just like us, are saints by God’s grace. We don’t become saints by our efforts or good works. We are 
made saints by the forgiveness of sins given to us because of Jesus’ death on the cross. We are made saints 
by the gift of the Holy Spirit given to us in our baptism and through our faith in Jesus. 
  
The word “saint” means holy and righteous. We are made holy and righteous by God through grace and 
not by our own efforts. In fact, you cannot do enough good to make yourself holy. It has to be a gift, and 
because it is a gift, you are all saints. Do you believe me? I have a hard time believing it myself because I 
know myself fairly well. When I look in the mirror or consider my life, it’s my sinful self that stands out as 
remarkable, not my sainted self. As a kid I listened to a Christian group called The Waiting and they had 
this song called “Look at Me” that describes what God sees when He looks at us. One verse of the song ima-
gines a man reading his Bible in bed; it goes, “Paul calls me a saint and the mattress shakes with laughter. 
And the sheets let out a chuckle while the pillow holds one in. I don't believe a word I read, but the man is 
so convincing, says you're calling me a winner of a game I never win.” I always loved that line, because I 
get it. I struggle to serve God, and yet I’m part of that number of the Saints and so are you. 
  
In the book of Ephesians Paul is writing to a group that he hasn’t met, but he’s heard of their faith in Jesus. 
And he spends the first part of the book just telling them who they are, which is an interesting thing to do  
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for a group you’ve never met. Imagine a stranger 
coming up to you and saying, “Let me tell you 
some things about yourself.” On the other hand, I 
think some of the most powerful moments in my 
life were when someone I trusted told me some-
thing good about myself that I couldn’t see. We 
are awfully hard on ourselves, aren’t we? Paul 
writes this letter, and he tells this group of believ-
ers that they are saints. He says to them that they 
are chosen by God, that God has given them a 
destiny. He tells them that because of their faith 
in Jesus they have been given the Holy Spirit and 
have obtained an inheritance. I kind of imagine it 
like a lawyer showing up on your door-
step, briefcase in hand asking if she can share 
with you some good news. You invite her in and 
sit down at the kitchen table. She opens her case 
and tells you that you’ve been named in the will of 
a deceased relative. Then she begins to share with 
you this great treasure that will be coming your 
way. The letter to the Ephesians is an explanation 
to new Christians of the treasure that is coming 
their way. They have trusted in Jesus and now 
they are saints with an inheritance. And with that 
inheritance comes a calling, namely to live for the 
praise of his glory. As they learn more and more 
who they are as the holy ones of God they are 
learning to live differently in the world that oth-
ers might know the generous love of God. 
  
When my Uncle Marvin died, he left behind a col-
lection of gold coins in my grandmother’s charge. 
She decided to give one of the gold coins to each 
of the grandchildren upon graduation from col-
lege. I had already graduated when he died, so she 
gave me the coin right away. Guess what I 

did? How do you think that gold coin changed my 
life? I started paying attention to the price of 
gold that they showed on the news every day. 
Suddenly that little ticker was meaningful to me. 
I was a young pastor not making much money, so 
I wondered about cashing it in. But it was an in-
heritance from my uncle, and I felt like I couldn’t 
just spend the money on rent and food, it needed 
to be for something special. So, I watched the 
price of gold for years, and then I met Victoria 
and fell in love and decided I wanted to ask her to 
marry me. I looked at the price of rings and my 
heart sank a bit; how was I going to afford the 
kind of ring this woman deserved? That’s when I 
decided to sell my uncle’s gold coin and use the 
money to buy her a ring. So that’s what I did. The 
inheritance I had received became a gift of love to 
my girlfriend and now wraps her finger as a sym-
bol of my commitment.  
  
The inheritance we have obtained in Christ has 
enormous value. It is a place in heaven; it is a 
room in the Father’s house that Jesus has pre-
pared for each of us, a place for each one of the 
saints that have entered the church trium-
phant whom we will remember in our prayers 
today. Many of our loved ones have already re-
ceived their full inheritance. But for us it is a 
promise that we hold on to. And we look for op-
portunities to spend it on worthwhile causes. But 
it is not just a little treasure that we keep to our-
selves waiting to cash it in on that last day. Our 
inheritance is meant to give us purpose in this 
life, to, as Paul says it, live for the praise of his 
glory. We are part of that number marching 
through this life on our way to heaven. And as we 
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head to our final destination, we live to bless oth-
ers along the way so they might know that the 
inheritance we celebrate and live for, that it 
might become an inheritance for them as 
well. For God desires all to be saved and receive 
the inheritance won for them on the cross. God 
desires all to live lives for the praise of His glory, 
blessing people along the way. Paul prayed for 
the Ephesians the same prayer we pray for all 
people. “That God would give you a spirit of wis-
dom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that with your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints…” Our job is to do what Paul did for the 
Ephesians and tell people things they don’t know 
about themselves, that they are loved, that God 
died for them, that they have an inheritance wait-
ing for them. We are all like the Ephe-
sians getting to know God more and more along 
the way. A saint isn’t a status that is achieved, it is 
the gift of a journey, getting to know God more 
and more as we get closer and closer to heaven, 
blessing others along the way.  
 
So, we pause today to remember the saints that 
have gone before us, the ones who now see God 
face to face. We mourn them, and we’re jealous of 
them too because we are still struggling in our 
journey, but they are resting from their labors. 
So, we pause today to remember the way these 
particular saints blessed us, especially the ones 
who arrived in heaven since last All Saints 
Day. They weren’t perfect, just like we aren’t per-
fect. But God used their lives to bless us, and they 
taught us what they knew of God so we could 
grow in our own faith. 

 Last week I was with Wayne Friedly on the day 
he died, and he was a bit confused. As I bent over 
him to give him a final blessing, he kept calling 
me his favorite grandson even though he doesn’t 
have a grandson. But then he kind of looked off 
in another direction and started saying over and 
over again, “Well how about that!” As if he was 
seeing a great sight. I can’t help but wonder if he 
was getting a glimpse of heaven and the great 
cloud of witnesses ushering him into the city of 
God. How about that? This life is hard, especially 
when we lose people we love. But this life is also a 
gift that we get to accompany so many different 
kinds of people in their journey to God.  
 
At staff meeting this past Tuesday we all went 
around and named the saints of First Lutheran  
that have blessed us. We named the living and 
the dead, those among us here in this room, 
some of you were mentioned by name. And those 
who used to be in this room with us, giving 
praise to God. What a gift you are to us, what a 
gift we are to each other. You are all saints, chil-
dren of God, a blessing to those around you. I 
thank God for you and what you continue to 
teach me about God. Can I ask you my question 
one more time, just to see if I’ve done my job to-
day? Raise your hand if you are a saint? I’m hap-
py to be on this journey with you. Rise up Saints 
of God, rise up and sing of God’s goodness and 
faithfulness. 
  
Amen.  
            -Pastor Travis 
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FIRST LUTHERAN GOES TO RAINBOW TRAIL LUTHERAN 
CAMP! 

July 9-15               Senior High Camp at Rainbow Trail (entering 9 – 12 graders) 
July 23-29            Trifecta Week at Rainbow Trail (entering grades 2 through 8) 
 
Staff from First Lutheran including Pastor Carrie, Michaela, Cheryl and more will be dropping in to 
camp these two weeks. Sign up with other First Lutheran families so that we can all have some time 
at camp this summer TOGETHER! Camp registration opens officially November 1, 2022! Please sign 
up EARLY so that we can all attend camp TOGETHER! Camperships are available for those needing finan-
cial assistance. Please see RTLC Ambassadors, Cheryl or Steve Mahon and Jill O’Brien. 

YOUTH GROUP FEEDING  
MINISTRY! 
 

We need families to sponsor our Youth Group 
on Sunday afternoons by feeding them lunch. 
We have 10-20 youth each Sunday for Hand-
bells and Youth Group and we need to feed 
them between 12 - 12:30 p.m. This meal could be 
something you cook yourself, cook with the 
teenagers, or just financially support/order. If 
you are interested in helping us, please sign up 
here: https://bit.ly/3LEQG0P 

THE HIGH SCHOOLERS ARE GOING TO 
FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA THIS SUMMER! 
 
Our High Schoolers (current 9-12 grade) will 
be heading to the Navajo nation for some 
meaningful service work on and near the  
reservations. We will also be having some fun 
as we drive there and back, with a stop at the 
Grand Canyon. Make sure to keep your eyes 
out for dates on when to register. 
Dates for the trip will be announced soon  
after we finalize other summer dates on our 
Children’s and Youth Calendar.  

https://bit.ly/3LEQG0P
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Be sure to “Save 
the Date” for 
Breakfast with St. 
Nicholas! 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
7 P.M., PEEL HOUSE, ROOM 201 
  
 

• December 7 - Faith Bass Darling’s Last  
       Garage Sale  

             by Lynn Rutledge 
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FLC THEATRE GROUP 
 

Chicago  
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
2 p.m. 
Pikes Peak Center 
190 S Cascade Ave 80903 
 
We have reserved 25 seats in the Orchestra. Group discount pricing is $80/seat. Ticket sales will close 
on December 30, 2022, so get yours soon! Details coming of where we will meet for lunch prior to the 
show. 

 Chicago is a 1975 American musical with music by John Kander, lyrics by Fred Ebb, and book by Ebb 
and Bob Fosse. Set in Chicago in the jazz age, the musical is based on a 1926 play of the same title by 
reporter Maurine Dallas Watkins, about actual criminals and the crimes on which she reported. 
https://bit.ly/3TM6UYW 

                    PIKES PEAK HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
 
              On Saturday, December 10 at 10:30 a.m. the Apostles Build Home (5321  
              Kingscote Dr. Colorado Springs, CO, 80915) will be dedicated. First Lutheran 
           is invited to join as Prisca and Noella are presented with keys to their home just 
          in time for the Christmas season. The quilting Ministry will be presenting home  
        made quilts to the new homeowners. Following the dedication, attendees will have an  
       opportunity to walk through the completed home and join in fellowship with other 
    volunteers and church congregations. Refreshments and snacks will be provided 

https://bit.ly/3TM6UYW
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

This month the group will meet at The  Golden 
Bee at The Broadmoor, 1 Lake Circle, May 19 at 

CHRISTIAN OLIVE WOOD PROJECT BY 
MICHEAL ZOUGHBI AND POTLUCK 
LUNCH   
 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 
Peel House Parlor 
Potluck Lunch at 11 a.m. with program to follow 
Deadline for RSVP: Tuesday, November 15  
 

Please join the OWLs group as we attend a 
presentation about the plight of the Christian 
Palestinians by Micheal Zoughbi.  Since a large 
portion of the economy of Bethlehem is built on 
the production of olive wood carvings, Micheal 
started an Olive Wood cooperative with US pas-
tors with only a few Christian Palestinian fami-
lies. This project has now grown to over 48 fam-
ilies representing over 425 people.  On average, 
sales in the US total a little over $100,00 a year, 
or about $2000 per family.  Micheal and his 
lovely wife, Carmen, are coming to Colorado to 
remind people of the plight of the minority 
Christian community in the Holy Land and to 
help his people by selling olive wood carvings.  
This event will kick off the Olive Wood Market 
sale we hold annually at FLC, so come ready to 
shop for “first picks.”   Come join in as we fel-
lowship during a potluck lunch before the 
presentation.  Please sign-up using the follow-
ing link https://bit.ly/3gr7a1a 
or feel free to call the church at 719.632.8836. 

WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO HOST??? 
 

First Lutheran Church has invited Micheal 
Zoughbi and his wife, Carmen, to be the  
presenters for the November OWLs presenta-
tion, November 17.  The pastor handling all 
their US travel arrangements has put in a  
request for FLC to Host Micheal and Carmen 
for two nights while they are here for our 
presentation, November 16 and 17.  If you 
would be able to host Micheal and Carmen for 
these two nights, please contact Candi at 
719.632.8836.  Thank you for your considera-
tion.    

HELP NEEDED 
 

• More volunteers are needed for IHN. 
Meals and drivers to and from the Day 
House are dearly needed. 

 

• Blue Christmas and Christmas Eve  
 Volunteers n eeded  
 
• We have a family at Sand Creek Interna-

tional School in need of help with school 
uniforms and clothing. If you can pro-
vide gift cards for this family, please 
reach out to cheryl@flccs.net. 

https://bit.ly/3gr7a1a
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

Each year First Lutheran  
provides Christmas gifts for families serviced 
by Mosaic and Lutheran Family Services. You 
will find our Angel Tree (a Christmas tree full 
of 250 gift tags) in the thruway beginning on  
November 13. We encourage you to pull a tag 
(or two) and purchase the item(s) requested on 
the tag. Return gifts, no later than December 4, 
2022, to church in a gift bag (no wrapping  
paper, please) with the gift tag attached and 
place it under the Angel Tree. 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 
DECK THE HALLS! 
 

Don’t miss the opportunity 
to help decorate the church 
for Christmas this year! 
There is a lot to do, so 
please feel free to sign up 
more than just once! Your 

help is very much appreciated. 
 

DECORATE IN THE PEEL HOUSE 
 Saturday, November 12, 9 a.m. 
 Sunday, November 13, noon 
 

DECORATE THE FENCE 
 November 19, 9 a.m. 
 

DECORATE IN THE MAIN BUILDING 
 (Sanctuary, Round Desk, Fireside 
 Room) 
 November 26, 9 a.m. 
 

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3tac3ij 

We are adding another  branch to our current 
Angel Tree Ministry – Prison Fellowship. 
This ministry equips churches to restore and 
strengthen relationships between incarcer-
ated parents and their children and fami-
lies. Every Christmas, this fellowship mobiliz-
es churches like First Lutheran to minister to 
hundreds of thousands of children by deliver-
ing a gift, the Gospel message, and a message 
of love on behalf of their mom or dad behind 
bars.  As we jump start this exciting new min-
istry, we need members to help us get orga-
nized.  Ken and Debra Boehm are organizing 
this effort and would appreciate your sup-
port. Please reach out to Ken 719.352.2377 or 
Debra 719.393.5716 for more information. 
 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
https://bit.ly/3tac3ij
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED  
AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
HERE IS THE CURRENT SCHEDULE: 
 
• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 

8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP  

THE BOOK OF JOB: EXPERIENCING 
TRAUMA WITH FAITH AND  
INTEGRITY 
 

Led by Jeff Zust 
October 30 to November 20 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor 
 

We will spend four weeks reading and reflect-
ing on the book of Job, by discussing theolo-
gies of trauma, dissonance, and distress. We 
will also explore the role of lament in prayer, 
and mindfulness in the mystery of God. 
 

November 13- Job with His Friends: Theologies 
 of Suffering: Does cause and effect really 
 help? 
 

November 20 - Job with Himself: Theologies of 
 Lament: God listen to me! 
 

November 27 - Job with God: Reconciling   
 Trauma: Where is Peace in God’s  
 Presence? 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
7 P.M., PEEL HOUSE  

 

COMING SOON 
 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
Wednesdays, November 30, 
December 7, 14 and 21, 7 p.m., 
Peel House 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING: EXPLORING THE 
ART OF MAKOTO FUJIMURA 
 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
November 27 to December 18 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor (except 
12/18 when we will be in Fireside) 
 

This Advent we will be exploring the modern 
artwork of Makoto Fujimura, an American 
 artist trained in the ancient ways of Japanese 
art. Each week we will explore Advent  
scriptures alongside Fujimura's art and  
writings on faith. It is sure to be a multi-
sensory experience that hopes to capture the 
glory and gift of the Incarnation. We will also 
be viewing the 2016 Martin Scorsese film  
Silence (Rated R) on Saturday, December 10 
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

November 27 - Four Holy Gospels 
December 4 - Golden Sea 
December 11 - Silence 
December 18 - Re-sonance 

UPCOMING ADULT SEMINAR FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Would you like to write a devotional for  
Advent? We are seeking members of the congregation to write a reflec-
tion on a scripture under our Advent theme The Dawn Draws Near. These 
will be part of a daily devotional emailed to members and subscribers 
during the season of Advent that begins on the last Sunday of November. 
To participate, click here https://bit.ly/3DPI2ZR and write away!  
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November 13 
Su Dewey 
Joanne Martin 
 
November 14 
Randy Kosley 
Debbie Long 
 
November 16 
Corine Daubert 
Bonnie Rochette 
Suzanne Wilkinson 

November 13 
Wendell & Ann Hjelmstad - 40 years 
 
November 14 
Jack & Rosemary Anderson - 63 years 
 
November 16 
El & Eileen Carter - 53 years 
Bill & Eileen Lipscomb - 48 years 
 
November 19 
Herman & Gun Livingston - 62 years 
Paul & Jennifer Recovo - 2 years 

November 17 
Jake Yellico 
Joshua Yellico 
 
November 18 
Peter De Jong 
Corinne Gibson 
Jon Parobek 
 
November 19 
Gini Dugan 
Suzanne Miller 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Lynn Bennett & Family 
Georgie Bever 
Joan Boehm 
Jacque Bokelman 
Susan Bolduc 
Betsy Bonner 
Garrett & Kirsten Boyd 
Penn Boyd 
John Braden 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Christopher 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
JR Edmunds 
Glenn Frank 
The Wayne  Friedly Family 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Nolan Glauner & Family 
Nola Gosch & Family 
Lee Gross 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Steve Hennings 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Ginger Hipszky 
Beverly Hodges 
Steve Hoffman & Family 
Ron Huston  

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Josh Jones 
Susan Keljo 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Barb Lans 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Elijah Lopez 
Pen & Lori & Family 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Tom Martin 
Carol Matson 
Jim Matthews 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Martha Ann Miller 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
The Gary Naber Family 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Michael O'Sullivan 
Owen & Family 
Sharon Padilla 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Jecelya Petersen 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 

Don Reed 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Tara Soppe 
Cathy Stanley 
Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 

The Swearingen Family 
Jennifer Thompson 
Aaron & Cindi Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Becky & John Vaage 
Kim Watts 
Lynn Whyaley 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Marj Woodworth 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family & friends of  

 GARY NABER 
 son of Velma Naber;  
Charlotte’s husband;  

Terry and Greg’s brother;  
grandfather of four;  

whose memorial service will be at a later 
date in New Castle, Virginia.  

(Date of death: 11/6/2022) 
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