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Thank you for prayerfully considering your gifts to this min-
istry in 2021. It’s so important that we take time annually to 
really think and pray about our financial stewardship. Our 
money is a symbol of ourselves. It’s a symbol of our work, our 
gifts, our values. When we give to God, we are making a 
statement about what is important to us. Ultimately every-
thing we have is a gift from God, so to share some of that gift 
with God’s church is to recognize the truth of our blessings.  
Next year will be an exciting year for First Lutheran. We will 
get to worship in our Sanctuary again and resume many of 
the programs that have been on hold or changed because of 
the pandemic. We will be finishing up the Peel House and 

have a grand re-opening of that beautiful house. The rekindled gift will begin housing minis-
try again, both new and old. We have a strong vision for reaching people with the gift of the 
Peel House. We will serve the homeless, reach out to the community and launch a new minis-
try aimed at young adults in their twenties. Women’s groups, programs for seniors, special 
events and whatever else the Holy Spirit inspires will make use of this renovated space. Your 
gifts, your tithes and offerings will make all of this happen.  
Below is a chart of the giving that took place this year and what we are praying for in the year 
to come. Thank you for completing your pledge card and returning it to the church before  
November 22.                              -Pastor Travis 



2  

 

FROM THE  
PASTOR 

You’ll receive this after the election, but I write it 
not knowing how things will turn out. We may 
not even know the results yet. You may be disap-
pointed or relieved depending for whom you 
voted. I’ve learned a lot about our congregation 
in the past couple of months. We are firmly pur-
ple, in terms of politics. So, I know that half of us 
are upset by the results  .  
Elections matter and people’s lives will be 
changed. We may disagree with one another if 
those changes are good or bad. But it’s im-
portant that we remember that politics are not 
ultimate. The president is not the savior. If we 
treat any politician as if they are the answer to all 
our problems, we will be sorely disappointed and 
more dangerously we will be falling into idolatry.  
So, regardless of the results, can I ask that we 
spend our energies now as Christian citizens 
working to heal the wounds of a divisive political 
season? Can we reassure our neighbors who vot-
ed differently than we did that we still love and 
care for them? And let’s pray for our elected offi-
cials that they may be led by God to do good for 
the country, the state and our city.  
Martin Luther wrote about government wonder-
ing why it was necessary. He imagined that if 
people were truly Christian and lived Christian 
lives then there would be no need for govern-
ment. But he was also a realist who recognized 
the need to restrain evil by the power of the 
sword and government was God’s way of provid-
ing protection. But he still believed that Chris-
tians have a role to play in government and soci-
ety. Here’s what he wrote: 

“Because the sword is a very great benefit and 
necessary to the whole world, to preserve peace, 
to punish sin and to prevent evil, the Christian 
submits most willingly to the rule of the sword, 
pays tax, honors those in authority, serves, helps, 
and does all he can to further the government, 
that it may be sustained and held in honor and 
fear. Although he needs none of these things for 
himself and it is not necessary for him to do them, 
yet he considers what is for the good and profit of 
others, as Paul teaches in Ephesians 5:21. He 
serves the State as he performs all other works of 
love, which he himself does not need. He visits the 
sick, not that he may be made well; feeds no one 
because he himself needs food: so he also serves 
the State not because he needs it, but because oth-
ers need it — that they may be protected and that 
the wicked may not become worse. He loses noth-
ing by this, and such service in no way harms him, 
and yet it is of great profit to the world. If he did 
not do it, he would be acting not as a Christian 
but contrary even to love, and would also be set-
ting a bad example to others, who like him would 
not submit to authority, though they were no 
Christians.” -Martin Luther 
So, no matter which political party you think has 
the best strategy to achieve the goals you feel are 
important, as a Christian we all have a duty to do 
our part to better society. Let us continue to feed 
the hungry, serve the poor, raise up children with 
good morals, visit the sick and find ways to bless 
our neighbors.  
God bless America! God bless our elected officials. 
God guide us to serve our country in the name of 
our savior, Jesus the Christ.  
 
               -Pastor Travis 



cont. p. 4 

REVELATION 7:9-17  
    & MATTHEW 5:1-12 

The book of Revelation describes the end times.  It starts with angels opening the scrolls that re-
veal God’s judgement upon the cities of the world.  There are depictions of wars and persecutions, 
the anti-Christ and the deceived who follow him. But in the midst of these apocalyptic scenarios 
there are also visions of heaven.  We get a peek at what life will be like after the ordeal of the end 
of time. We get a glimpse of the eternal home that has been prepared for all who believe in Jesus. 
It’s a picture that we return to often, typically at funerals, but also on this day, All Saints Day. 
 
We dedicate one day a year to all the saints past, present and future. And especially we think of 
the past saints, those great men and women of faith who we hold up as exemplars of the faith. But 
also, the ordinary men and women of faith, those we knew and loved, the ones we worshipped 
with and served alongside. This image of heaven comforts us in our grief, giving us hope that we 
will be reunited  with all the saints who have passed. And their memory should not be forgotten. 
We go to great lengths around here to keep the saints in front of us. We have the Tree of Life and 
the columbarium and even a memorial fund. I think these things keep us grounded and humble. 
We must recognize that we aren’t the first ones to worship in this place. There are people who 
have gone before us, and the decisions they made, their work and sacrifices have benefited us. We 
are living in the legacy of the saints who left behind this congregation, its structures, its spirit and 
its mission. We stand on the shoulders of all the saints. 
 

But their memory also keeps us humble in another way. These names on the wall remind us that 
we’re next. One day our names will be etched on a leaf or a plaque or carved into a tombstone. 
None of us gets out of this thing alive, so we must work for something that is bigger than our-
selves. We must think about our own legacy and what we are building that will be left for others to 
enjoy. What are we doing that will outlast us and serve the mission Christ has given us? This 
glimpse of heaven that we get in Revelation is a clarion call proclaiming that the only things that 
last are the things that are of Christ. 
Let me say that again, the only things that last in this world will be the things that are of God. 
Things that are about love and truth, about serving the least of these. 
 

My grandmother died in her mid-90s and by the time she died she had already given away most of 
her prized possessions and even her wealth. She was very generous to her family and to her 
church and she would tell us that we shouldn’t expect much of an inheritance from her because 
she was giving it away now so she could see it go to work. After she died there were still a number 
of her possessions that we laid out in the basement of my parent’s house and invited all the family 
to come and pick up something they wanted. I know many of you have done this same ritual; it’s a  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

very strange and sad thing to do - picking 
through another’s things. What I remember 
most about that moment as I looked through 
her jewelry and some of the art that had hung 
on her walls was how meaningless it all was. I 
didn’t need or really want anything that she had 
left behind, at least not the physical stuff. I al-
ready had from her the legacy that mattered. 
She had taught me to pray when I was a child; 
she had supported me when I went to seminary, 
encouraging me to pursue God’s call. I still feel 
that if I do any good as a pastor, she should get 
the credit, because I’m not sure I’d be doing this 
if it weren’t for her. And I hope that I can teach 
my children and maybe one day my grandchil-
dren to pray so that they can live life in relation-
ship with God. These are the things that matter, 
the things that are of God, the things that pur-
sue the mission of Christ. 
 
That mission’s goal is spelled out in Revelation 
7. John sees a vision of heaven that is so full of 
people that it’s impossible to count. And he says 
they come from every tribe and nation, and 
what are they doing? They are thanking Jesus 
for the salvation he has given them. That’s the 
goal. That’s where we are headed, and it should 
inform every decision we make. Because the 
only things that last in this life are the things 
that will be present when we are standing with 
brothers and sisters from every tribe and race, 
singing praise to God.  
  
One day I’m going to be in my white robe stand-
ing next to my grandmother looking at our Sav-
ior and Lord, and we will be singing our hearts 
out in praise and adoration. Think of your own 
loved ones who have died, your parents and 

grandparents, your husbands and wives. One 
day you will stand beside them, clothed in 
white around the throne of Jesus singing praise 
and thanksgiving. One day all the suffering of 
this world will be no more. What does it say?  
They will hunger no more, they will thirst no 
more, the sun will not strike them nor any 
scorching heat. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes. It is this vision of heaven 
that encourages us now while we undergo so 
much suffering. I was talking with one of you 
just the other week about the suffering that we 
encounter in this life. Nobody escapes it. Our 
bodies fail us and have to adjust and find new 
ways of living. Our minds falter and we must 
learn to rely on loved ones to guide us. Cancer 
and Parkinson’s, pulmonary hypertension and 
heart disease, diabetes and pneumonia, COVID 
19, the flu and who knows what’s next? These 
things come upon us and make us suffer; they 
weaken us, and they kill us. How do we endure 
the suffering of this fallen world? Where do we 
find strength when our loved ones are hurting, 
when we must give up so much to become care-
givers? We look to the future when after this 
ordeal we will be alive with all the saints, when 
we will be saved and giving thanks for our sal-
vation. This life is an ordeal, there is hardship 
around every corner. Although 2020 has been 
particularly difficult, the global pandemic 
changing our lives, the two largest wildfires in 
our state’s history, so many hurricanes they ran 
out of letters, a reckoning on our nation’s fail-
ure to achieve equality, and a charged political 
division that leaves us confused as to how we 
can see things so differently from our neigh-
bors and friends. None of this is new, although 
usually we get a bit more space between the 
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difficulties. But this life is suffering, at least in 
part. However, we know where it’s going, we 
know what’s in store for those who believe in 
Jesus. Because of our hope we do not despair 
or throw up our hands and give up. We have 
our marching orders, we know what we’re 
working towards, we know what we are sup-
posed to be doing in the midst of this suffer-
ing. We are working toward the vision of heav-
en. 
 
Remember, heaven isn’t some faraway place up 
there somewhere. The message of Revelation 
ends with the new Jerusalem descending to 
earth. We aren’t waiting to go somewhere else; 
we are waiting for Jesus to return here and rec-
reate the earth to be a place where there is no 
hunger or hurting, no sin or death. So, we get 
to work now; there’s no time to waste. Now is 
the time to live out the vision Jesus laid out in 
the Beatitudes. Heaven is a place where the 
poor are gifted the kingdom of heaven, the 
mourning are comforted, the meek inherit the 
earth. The hungry and thirsty are filled, the 
pure in heart see God, the peacemakers are 
called children of God. If you want to find true 
meaning in your life, if you want your life to 
add up to something that truly matters, then 
adopt the values of Jesus and find a way to 
serve the poor, the hungry and thirsty. Learn to 
seek righteousness, to be merciful, to make 
peace in the world. Because one day heaven 
will come to earth. The dead in Christ will be 
raised and will join all the saints around the 
throne, and everything that is not of God will 
pass away. And what will be left will be a com-
munity of love, a community of saints. Take 
strength and comfort from this vision and take 

direction as well so that on that last day when 
we look back at our lives we will be proud of the 
way we contributed to the heaven we will enjoy. 
One day all the saints will gather and take pride 
in the contributions each has made to the King-
dom of God. We will gather around the throne 
of Jesus and finally be reunited with one anoth-
er. We will join our voices to sing praises to our 
savior. I look forward to being there with each 
of you. 
 
Thanks be to God.   
               - Pastor Travis 

Addition -  
 

Two of our members who died this past year 
were omitted from the All Saints list - 
Dennis Kruse and Dorcas Kuns. We give 
thanks for the life they lived in Jesus Christ. 
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GAME NIGHTS 
 

First and third Thursdays:  6-7 p.m. for grades 3 - 5 
and 7 - 8 p.m. for grades 6 - 8. 

NOVEMBER 
YOUTH CALENDAR 
 
 

5 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 
  p.m.  for  grades 3-5 & 7-8 
p.m. for grades  
  6- 8  
8 - Youth Group Disc Golf or Yoga at First    
  Lutheran, Middle School and High School  
  1-3 p.m. 
12 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for  grades 
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m  for grades 6-8  
15 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8, 5-6 p.m. for grades 9-12 
  Topic: Why do bad things happen to good  
  people? 
  Game: Talent Show 
19 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades 
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
22 - Hike in Ute Valley, Middle School and High 
  School 1-3 p.m. 
22 - Special meeting on the lawn with Pastor  
  Travis to plan a Christmas Eve Youth    
  service, 3:30 p.m. 
29 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8 , 5-6 p.m. for grades 9-12 
  Topic: How much time and energy do we  
  spend wishing things were how they used 
  to be? 
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Preschool Zoom -  11 a.m., Sundays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?
pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09 
 Meeting ID: 811 1672 9866 
Passcode: 648418 
 
Kinder - Grade 1 Zoom - 7 p.m., Mondays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?
pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09  
Meeting ID: 826 7726 9758 
Passcode: 005680 
 
Grades 2-3 Zoom -  7 p.m., Saturdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?
pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09  
Meeting ID: 833 0412 3897 
Passcode: 279846 
 
Grades 4-5  Zoom - 7 p.m., Tuesdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?
pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09  

Meeting ID: 825 3666 7984 
Passcode: 845972 

Grades 6-7  Zoom  - 7 p.m., Wednesdays  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?
pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09  
Meeting ID: 889 0711 7890 
Passcode: 771433 
 
 
 
Middle School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 2-
3 p.m.) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?
pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09  
Meeting ID: 881 1638 9552 
Passcode: 367889 
 
High School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 3-4 
p.m.) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?
pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09  
Meeting ID: 862 8050 9042 
Passcode: 170834 

Zoom Links for  
Sunday School & Youth Groups  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
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BECOME INVOLVED 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

A CONTEMPORARY FAITH:  
  THE SAINT JOHN’S BIBLE 
 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
Through November 29 
10:30 a.m. via Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
The Saint John’s Bible is the first completely 
handwritten and illuminated manuscript com-
missioned by the Catholic church since the in-
vention of the printing press. It’s beautiful art-
istry is found on every page, even in the mis-
takes. This isn’t your typical Bible, I assure you! 
Join me in exploring Biblical texts in a way like 
never before, where contemporary science and 
history lie intertwined with the sacred scrip-
tures and jump off the page in both texture and 
color.  

FROM  
INSPIRATION TO 
ILLUMINATION: 
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SAINT 
JOHN’S BIBLE 
 

Thursday, November 12 at 12 p.m., MST via 
Zoom.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87280875301?
pwd=SWJIQjFYeENDL3V3bmxCaFJ6ZTZBZz0
9  
Meeting ID: 872 8087 5301 
Passcode: 367483 
 

Tim Ternes is the Director of The Saint John’s 
Bible at the Hill Museum & Manuscript Li-
brary in Collegeville, Minnesota.  Tim worked 
closely with the artistic team in the creation of 
the original works and facilitated planning 
and communication between artists and com-
missioner.  This gives him extensive behind-
the-scenes knowledge and great stories about 
all aspects of the project.  Tim will introduce 
guests to the story behind the making of The 
Saint John’s Bible, and explore the tools, meth-
ods, and materials used in the creating the 
Bible’s original folios.  You will be 
encouraged to stretch your own 
spiritual imagination as you and 
Tim explore several illuminations 
from the project.   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87280875301?pwd=SWJIQjFYeENDL3V3bmxCaFJ6ZTZBZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87280875301?pwd=SWJIQjFYeENDL3V3bmxCaFJ6ZTZBZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87280875301?pwd=SWJIQjFYeENDL3V3bmxCaFJ6ZTZBZz09
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ADVENT BAGS ARE    
   COMING!  
DELIVERERS NEEDED! 
 

November 22 
Bag pick-up for deliveries,  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
We are going to bring a little bit of the holiday 
spirit to all our families this season!  We have a 
reusable bag with some gifts to make the sea-
son a little brighter. 
 

For all our families to receive the Advent bags, 
we are going to need you to help with a holiday 
delivery. Last year we did an all-member deliv-
ery during the capital campaign and this will be 
very much the same.  When you sign up, we will 
give you a list of 6-10 addresses in the same area 
for bags to be delivered.  You can knock on the 
door and say hello, or just hang them on the 
door knob; we’ll let them know you’re coming. 
 

We will need about 100 people to make deliver-
ies, but we hope to make it fun for you, too!  
Picking up bags will be a drive thru in the alley 
behind the church. You’ll be greeted by the staff, 
handed some hot cider or hot chocolate and a 
Christmas CD of our very own choir to listen to 
as you make your deliveries! 
 

If you are willing to do this fun job (a little bit of 
Santa dropping by) or have any questions just 
send an email to Marcia Foret at  
marcia@flccs.net   We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

 
NEW MEMBER CLASS BY ZOOM 
 
Anyone who would like to explore 
membership at First Lutheran Church is 
invited to join our new member class by Zoom 
on Sunday, November 15, at 11 a.m.  You will 
meet with the pastors and staff about the work 
and ministry of our congregation along with 
us getting to know you.  Please email Marcia 
Foret, Director of Lay Ministries at 
marcia@flccs.net if you would like to 
participate, and she will email you the Zoom 
information.   

THE BOOK OF ACTS PODCAST 
  

Uploaded to the website every Monday 
Through December 14 
 
In this time of Pandemic, I couldn’t think of a 
more relatable text than the Book of Acts. Join 
me in a weekly podcast, as we put ourselves 
into the shoes of the First Apostles. Let us 
learn from the disciples who began their min-
istry cowering behind locked doors only to be 
called by Jesus Christ to continue his ministry 
and to heal and proclaim their witness to a 
broken world.  
 

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education  
  
You may also access previous podcasts on the 
book of Acts at the above address. 

mailto:marcia@flccs.net
mailto:marcia@flccs.net
https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

 An online community 
 10 am on Thursdays, via 
Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkN
WZsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

LETTING GO 
This article is based on Joan Chittister's chap-
ter, “Letting Go”, from her book, The Gift of 
Years, Growing Old Gracefully. She wrote, "We 
have arrived at the great cross-over moment. 
The time for heaping up is over, and the time 
for letting go has begun." The point she is 
making is that we come to a point in our lives 
when we have to downsize. As we look at all 
the things we have accumulated, we ask our-
selves the essential spiritual question, "Is this 
what life is all about? Did we succeed or not?" 

Our life is a series of milestones, markers of 
social success—our first words and steps. Eve-
ry step along the way is a sign of our climb up 
the ladder of success. The schools we attend, 
the degrees and licenses we accumulate, mar-
riage, children, jobs, houses, and cars. 

The next step in life, letting go, is also a mile-

stone. It is the transition step to the last part of 
our life journey and the most difficult because it 
asks profound life questions. 

Chittister says, "Every major spiritual tradition 
knows that one of its core experiences is a peri-
od when the seeker considers the questions of 
life and death, of the spiritual and the material. 
We need to reflect on the meaning of Jesus' 
words in Matthew 6: 19-20, "Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth...But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven." It is time to ask 
the hard questions, who we are, what we know 
to be true, and what is essential.  

When I was a teenager, my father taught me a 
valuable lesson that I am only beginning to un-
derstand. I no longer remember what I wanted 
to buy; all I remember was going to my father 
and asking for his opinion. He asked me, "How 
many weeks did it take you to save the money to 
purchase the item?" I told him, and he said, "You 
spent eight weeks earning money to buy that. Is 
it worth eight weeks of your life?” When we sur-
vey all that we have, can we say it was worth eve-
ry minute of my life to acquire all this stuff? We 
can also ask this question, “What did I give up to 
get all this stuff? What was the cost to my 
health? How many anniversaries, birthdays, and 
rehearsals did I miss?”  

Last Sunday was All Saint's Day. On this day, we 
remember our loved ones who have died and 
also the truth of Ash Wednesday, "from dust, we 
have come, and to dust, we shall return." A 
friend of mine has called the day of our death, 
the day of letting go. It is the day when we let go 
of all our earthly processions. A few weeks or 
months later, families will be asked, "Is there 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS 
 

Our annual Christmas gift-giving opportunity is 
here again.  We plan to provide gift cards to the 
residents of MOSAIC, Lutheran Family Services 
and Family Promise.  We have set a goal of 250+ 
gift cards.  Please consider donating directly to 
the Christmas Gift Card fund at First Lutheran 
by November 30, 2020. Donate on the website or 
send a check with the designation “Christmas 
Gifts” on the check. First Lutheran Staff will pur-
chase the gift cards and will take them to the 
agencies for distribution.   Please contact Marcia 
Foret at marcia@flccs.net if you have any ques-
tions.   

CHRISTMAS  
       POINSETTIAS  
 
If you would like to designate 

a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one,  you may do so by going to this link https://
flccs.net/ministries/christmas-poinsettia. Complete 
the form and follow the instructions to pay 
online. You may also mail your requests to the 
church along with your check. A dedication list 
will be published in the Ekklesia on December 23  
and also posted on our website. The cost is $9.00 
per plant. Designations must be received no later 
than Thursday, December 17.  Your poinsettia will 
be available for pick-up Monday, December 21 
through Wednesday, December 23, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

anything you would like to have?" 

I think about my family looking through the 
stuff I will leave behind. Sally and I have asked 
our children what they would like to have. We 
have given lots of stuff away. No one wants fur-
niture, silverware or dishes. I look at the stuff 
and say there is not much here except the mem-
ories we shared, all of which involved the out-
doors: the fishing gear, backpacks, bikes, and 
skis.  

I have had many conversations with people 
nearing the end of their lives and helping fami-
lies grieve a loved one’s death. They have shared 
their stories and photographs. I have experi-
enced the warmth and love in their families 
when they shared memories about vacations, 
the family canoe trip in Minnesota, the practical 
jokes they played on one another when they 
were kids. One person said to me, "I will never 
forget the day when my parents looked straight 
into my eyes and said, ‘There is nothing we 
wouldn't do for you!’ "  

Life has two stages, getting and letting go. In 
letting go, we develop our spirituality. We learn 
that it is not stuff that matters. It is sharing and 
loving all things unconditionally. It is looking 
into the eyes of another and saying, "There is 
nothing I wouldn't do for you." 

What are you leaving behind? 

               -Pastor Maertens 

mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP 

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are 
coming for any of the above 
services by signing up on the 
Connection card, emailing 
Marcia, marcia@flccs.net, or by 
calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

FALL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  ON THE FRONT LAWN 
 
• Midweek Services every Wednesday 

with Holy Communion at 9 a.m. and  
        7 p.m. 
 
• Sunday Morning Watch Party at 10 a.m. 
 with Holy Communion 
 
All services will continue until November 
22. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year-to-date Budgeted Income through 
October 31  $1,648,072.00 
 

Year-to-date Income through October 31 
(Preliminary)  $1,448,317.00 
 

Amount behind for the year $   199,755.00 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR ADVENT 
  

We are excited to offer a special online program for each Sunday in 
Advent. Mark your calendars, and be sure to join us for each one! 
  

Sunday, November 29 • 3:30 p.m.• YouTube 
  

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day – a Handbell Christmas Concert 
Featuring the Celebration, Carillon, and Joy Ringers, along with narration by Dave Rose; Trista Guth-
rie, soloist; Elisa Wicks, violin; and Eric Wicks, piano and organ. An unforgettable way to begin your 
Advent season! 

  
Sunday, December 6 • 3:30 p.m. • Zoom 
  

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Our traditional children’s program, made interactive through the use of Zoom! 

  
Sunday, December 13 • 3:30 p.m. • YouTube, with an optional Zoom component 
  

Lessons & Carols: Adore This King of Kings 
A special video presentation blending the best of Lessons & Carols past with new recordings of the 
First Lutheran choir, instruments, and readers. 
Join us afterward on Zoom for a chance for (virtual) fellowship! 

  
Sunday, December 20 • 3:30 p.m. • YouTube 
  

Live from First Lutheran! – Live Christmas Caroling 
An opportunity to worship through the beautiful hymns and carols of Christmas, led by Eric and Elisa 
Wicks, and Trista Guthrie. 
  
CALL FOR PIE RECIPES!   
  

Lessons & Carols will be online this year, which means we will not be able to have our traditional pie-
fest. But that doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy some pie! Do you have a cherished recipe to share? Send 
your recipe to chris@flccs.net by next Friday, November 13, and we’ll publish a collection of recipes in 
time for you to bake a pie to enjoy while you watch this year’s Lessons & Carols on YouTube. 
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group: 

November 8 
Jan Doyle 
Linda Holt 
Diane Millburn 
Mary Steen 
Rene Whitley 
 
November 9 
Sandy Halla 
Lance Nelson 
Joel Nelson 
 
November 10 
Preston Bedford 
Mary Buchanan 
Kay Lee 
Victoria Norton 
Payge Sturdivant 
 
November 11 
Charles Mathews 
Jillian Peel 
Riley Schroeder 
Starr Wise 

November 12 
David DuBois 
Dale Jackson 
Paulette Olson 
Harold Shoemaker 
November 13 
Mike Bergst 
Susan Dewey 
Joanne Martin 
 
November 14 
Megan Crabtree 
Randy Kosley 
Debbie Long 
Dillon Maxwell 
 

November 10 
Gerry & Kathy Hospador - 47 years 
 
November 12 
Steve & Linda Gregg - 39 years 
John & Jeanne Smith - 48 years 
 
November 13 
Wendall & Ann Hjelmstad - 38 years 
 
November 14 
Jack & Rosemary Anderson - 61 years 

Please email any 
prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net, or call the 

church office at 719.632.8836. 

NOTICE - BOOK CLUB 
 

There will be no Book Club in 
November, December and January.  
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Annie & Family 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Bill 
Jacque Bokelman 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
Kyle Bradley 
Monika Cline 
Greg Consoullis 
Joyce Cook 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Bill Duven 
Dr. Steve Friberg 
Shane Fross 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Delores Guerriero 
The Michael Harris Family 
Lindsay Hart 
Doug Hering 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Beverly Hodges 
Marian Hollingsworth 
Kathy Hospador 
Terry James 
The Rev. George Johnson Family 
Josh Jones 
John & Dorothy Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
Evonne Kroger 
MaryLee Lane 

Nancy Lind & Family 
Lois 
Max & Lori 
Jay McCoy 
Rangelee & Eric Meza 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Shari Olson 
Kate & Andrew Osio 
Gary Peck 
Ralph Peterson 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Roberta Robertson 
Sylvia Sandner 
Bill Schoeman 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
The Celia Snyder Family 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Bev Strecker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Tom Tiktin 
Jim Underwood 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
Dave & Karen Weesner 
Andrew Wheeler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ethan Zeeb 
Michael & Carmen Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, May 22, 1927.  Ascen-
sion Day comes Thursday this week.  We are 
observing it today.  This event completes the 
cycle of Christ’s visible activities on earth.  The 
life of Christ is the greatest drama in all history 
and the Ascension is the last scene in it.  After 
the clouds received Him out of sight a new or-
der of things was established. 

Thank You! 

 

Our sincere thanks to you, our church 
family, as we mourned the loss of husband & 
father, Wayne, and son & brother, Jon. Your 
prayers and support were felt and truly 
appreciated. 

   Erna Haring and family 
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HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT! 


