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NOVEMBER 30, 2022     

 
After a three-year hiatus due to 
the pandemic, I am excited to 
announce that First Lutheran’s 
Gallery of Living Art will be 
returning in March! For over 25 
years this unique presentation 
of the Passion and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ has been an 
important outreach ministry of 
our church.  
 

Since a number of our members have joined the church since we last presented GOLA, it’s 
good to remember how it all started. In the early 1990s, I began having conversations with 
Judy Wach (our now-retired Director of Special Events) about beginning a new ministry 
that would be a unique way to share the gospel by combining scripture, art and music. 
The idea was built on the Pageant of the Masters in Laguna Beach, California, which  
portrayed secular art with still-life performers, and on Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Garden Grove, California, where the same idea was used – only with religious art. After 
attending a rehearsal in Garden Grove, Judy returned inspired and enthusiastic to share 
the vision with the members of First Lutheran. 
 

On a snowy Palm Sunday in March 1995, the curtain opened on our first Gallery of Living 
Art. We presented five life-size paintings staged with still-life performers. The choir and 
instrumentalists enhanced each painting with beautiful music complimenting the scene. 
Since then, GOLA has grown from one presentation to four, from five scenes to 14, from 
40 volunteers to 125, and has seen the addition of a special Junior GOLA for young 
children. Our volunteers serve as still-life performers, behind-the-scenes crew for  
costumes, makeup, and staging, and range in age from four to 80. Entire families have 
been involved year after year in Gallery! 
 

Throughout this incredible journey God has blessed us with so many talented and 
enthusiastic people to make Gallery a special ministry of our church. How exciting it is to 
once again offer the Gallery of Living Art, “First Lutheran’s gift to the community.” 
 

                               -Deacon Joan Kuehn 
 

2023 PERFORMANCES: MARCH 17, 18. & 19 

Gallery of Living Art Returns 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

Advent has arrived. This is a busy and beautiful season, and I pray that 
God blesses you during this time. I want to invite you to participate in the 
Church’s Advent offerings. There are many ways to receive the gift of  
Advent; here are a few.  
 
• Sign up for the e-mail devotional written by our members and use the daily devotion book pre-

pared by our pastors.  

• Come to the Children’s program this Sunday at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. They will present their an-
nual Come to Bethlehem play about the birth of Jesus.  

• Don’t miss Lessons and Carols next Sunday, December 11 at 3:30 p.m. with all our music ministries 
presenting a joyous celebration titled Jesus has come to bring Joy! We’ll gather in the Gathering Place 
following the program for the Pie Fest!  

• Consider our midweek worship service using Holden Evening Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. in 
the Peel House. This quiet, beautiful service of light is a perfect way to take a break from the noise 
of the season and center your thoughts on the gift of Christ.  

• Make plans to worship on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Our Christmas Eve 
services are at 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9 p.m. this year. The first three include a children’s message and the last 
two include Holy Communion. Since Christmas and New Year’s fall on a Sunday this year we will 
have one service at 11:00 on those days- a great opportunity to worship with people from different 
services!  

I’m always of two minds during this season. On one hand I get a little frazzled running to all the differ-
ent events, parties and worship services. On the other hand, these are exactly the things that help me to 
celebrate the promise of Jesus return and his birth. I’m trying to stay present this year and receive the 
gifts of the season. I pray the same for you, that in all the comings and goings, you will feel the pres-
ence of God in your life in a comforting way.   

This past Sunday we sang two Advent hymns, O Come, O Come Immanuel and Joy to the World. I appreci-
ate how they hit the two notes of the season. The hope we have for the coming of Jesus and the joy we 
have because he has come. May that yearning and that joy come together for you this season.  

-Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 
ADVENT 1 THE DAWN DRAWS NEAR  
ISAIAH 2:1-5, MATTHEW 24:36-44  

The first Sunday in Advent always catches me off guard. I want to sing Christmas carols, revel in the deco-
rations, enjoy the afterglow of Thanksgiving. But in the church, the new liturgical year starts off with the 
apocalypse. That’s right, we always begin the new year with Jesus telling us about the end times and the 
second coming of the Son of Man. 
  
We’re now in the year of Matthew and so the scripture can be particularly troubling. Warnings of wars and 
lawlessness when people’s love grows cold, and there are earthquakes and famines. The setting of Jesus’ 
foreboding talk is in the shadow of the glorious temple sitting on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem. Jesus and his dis-
ciples have finally made their way to Jerusalem and Jesus begins criticizing the temple and telling of its 
doom. While the disciples are oohing and aahing over the sheer size of the holy building, Jesus calmly tells 
them that the whole thing will come tumbling down. And just 40 years later it does when the Roman army 
destroyed the temple.  
  
Many of Jesus’ prophecies came true that day. The desolating sacrilege when the Imperial Eagle represent-
ing Rome was set up in the temple’s holy of holies. When I went to Jerusalem 20 years ago  
I walked the same steps on the temple mount and the huge stones the disciples admired were indeed scat-
tered on the ground. It’s been thousands of years since all this took place and many are still waiting  
for the temple to be rebuilt. But we are waiting for something else; we are waiting for Jesus to return.  
About the second coming, Jesus says that no one knows when it will happen, not even the angels of heaven, 
certainly not the hundreds of false prophets who have created false religions on baseless predictions. Not 
even the son of man himself, no one knows when it will happen. Jesus tells us to keep awake though, to 
keep our eyes peeled for that day when Jesus returns. I’m not sure how to take this passage from Matthew. 
It’s scary for sure, but unfortunately, it’s also very familiar. Wars- nations against nation, check; Ukraine 
continues to fight the Russians as the world watches and chips in from the sidelines. Earthquakes in vari-
ous places, check; we’ve had how many this month? Two hundred and sixty people killed in Indonesia this 
week from a 5.6 earthquake. Famines, yep, that’s happening right now, too; 500,000 children face death 
this year in Somalia because they lack food. Jesus says many will fall away from the faith, they will betray 
one another and hate one another. Scary, but all too familiar as the church emerges from the pandemic and 
wonders what happened to our fellow believers; did they go somewhere else? Do they still believe? Last 
week has been an awful reminder that our world is as broken as Jesus said it would be. The mass murder in 
our own city made headlines for five days before someone killed more people in a Walmart in Virginia. Je-
sus says the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light. I’m not sure if he meant that literally 
or figuratively, but I think we all know what it feels like to live in the darkness these days.  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

Pastor Carrie and I were talking about how numb we 
are to crisis these days. It’s been hard for me to re-
spond with anger or sadness or anything because the 
hits just keep on coming. When you comb through 
Jesus’ teaching on the apocalypse, it’s not just a 
warning of terrible things. Look closer and Jesus  
tells us how to respond to the dark times. But even 
that is unsatisfying; it seems like we should do 
more.  But Jesus says simply keep awake, be ready, 
endure. Those are the words hidden in Matthew 
24 that guide us in these dark ages. What does that 
mean to you in your own faith? Keep awake, be 
ready, endure. It almost seems passive right?  
Wouldn’t it be better to give us something to do, 
some way to fight the darkness? But sometimes the 
darkness is so powerful that all we can do is wait for 
the light.  
 

Pastor Carrie preached a powerful sermon last 
week reminding us that we can’t save ourselves. We 
can’t save the world either, but there is one who can. 
And so when the darkness closes in, we don’t lose 
hope, we don’t give up. Instead, we stay awake, we 
keep looking for the light, we hold fast to our faith  
and believe and trust that Jesus will come. I remem-
ber a hiking trip I took with some friends one sum-
mer in college. We decided to hike up to a lake in the 
Wahsatch mountains near my home in Utah.  
It was about a seven-mile hike, and we thought it 
would be fun to spend the night. We got up to the 
lake as the sun was setting and enjoyed a fire and 
dinner before pulling out our sleeping bags for the 
night. But what I remember most was that one of my 
friends had to work the next morning. So, we were 
going to have to leave early to make it down in time 
for her to work her shift. We woke up at 4 a.m. and 
packed up in the dark and started hiking down. Have 
you ever hiked in the dark? It’s slow going and scary. 
Every rustling in the woods is amplified and you 

have to keep careful watch for where to put your 
feet. But we knew it wouldn’t last forever, we knew 
that dawn was coming. We knew that even though 
we were in the dark now the sun would come 
up, and we’d be able to see the trail before too long. 
And sure enough, about an hour into the hike it 
started to get a little lighter. And at the two-hour 
mark the dawn had come, and we could increase 
our speed and get my friend to work in time. That’s 
our faith right now, we may be walking in the dark 
and feel the fear and mourn the lack of progress, 
but we keep awake and we keep moving forward 
because of our hope that the dark will give way to 
the light. Our confidence doesn’t come from looking 
around at the state of the world, our confidence 
comes from our trust in the promise of Jesus that 
He will return. A promise that echoes the prophecy 
of Isaiah who spoke of the day when we shall beat 
our swords into plowshares and our spears into 
pruning hooks.  
 

Today that prophecy would sound more like melting 
assault rifles into gardening trowels or Adirondack 
chairs. Isaiah speaks of a time when we will no long-
er spend our time and energy learning about war or 
using the tools of violence. He says in the days to 
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be es-
tablished as the highest of the mountains. The peo-
ple of earth will come to the house of the Lord to 
learn God’s ways. As Christians we continue to 
gather for worship, to read the teachings of Jesus 
and learn his ways.  
 

Jesus uses the analogy of Noah’s ark to help us un-
derstand our task in these dark days. Think of that 
story. Noah built an ark on the basis of faith. God 
had told him there would be a flood so even though 
there was no rain, he built an ark. And as the rest of 
the world went about their lives, laughing at Noah 
for his silly ark, Noah gathered his family on that 
boat even though there were no clouds in the sky 
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while the world went on eating and drinking. The 
world looked at that ark as the most irrelevant thing 
they could imagine. What did it have to do with any-
thing real, with anything that mattered? This is how 
the world looks at the church these days, how the 
world regards our faith. When we offer to pray to 
our God on behalf of the hurting in the world the 
world scoffs and says I’m tired of your prayers, give 
me something real, something relevant. We come to 
worship on Sunday mornings when the weather is 
beautiful and the world laughs, wondering why we 
aren’t out there on the golf course or in the moun-
tains. We gather to sing and pray on dark snowy 
winter days and the world is confused at why we 
aren’t snuggling up by the fire. What are we doing 
here with our scripture and our songs, with our sac-
raments and liturgy? We are keeping awake, we are 
staying ready, because we believe what Jesus said 
about this world. We hold firm to our faith and trust 
that he will return to bring justice and peace to the 
earth. We come together to worship and encourage 
one another in the faith because sometimes it’s hard 
to keep believing; it’s hard to hold firm to a promise 
when the darkness of the world is so evil.  The temp-
tation is to give up, to quit, to let despair wash us 
away. So, we have to hold each other up, encourage 
each other. Weep and cry with one another, but re-
peat the promise again and again. The dawn draws 
near, Jesus will come, the darkness does not win in 
the end. And to keep awake and look for the light as 
it peaks over the horizon. 
 

Where have you seen the light this week? On Mon-
day I spoke with one of our members whose brother 
was dying. She had been charged with making med-
ical decisions for him and it became clear that he 
needed to be removed from life support. But he was 
in the same ICU as the shooter from the Club Q 
massacre and so, she wasn’t able to see him. But on 
Tuesday the shooter was well enough to leave, and 
the lockdown was lifted so she was able to be with 

her brother and comfort him as life-support was 
lifted, and he passed peacefully into the Father’s 
arms. A small mercy, just a sliver of light, but an 
important one. 
 

Keep awake Jesus says, be ready for the light. This 
past week we had two families experiencing home-
lessness sleep at our church as we hosted them in 
our partnership with Family Promise. One of them 
pulled Cheryl aside and thanked her and our church 
for hosting during the week of Thanksgiving,  
understanding that this week was a hard week for a 
church to host. A sliver of light, as we hold to our 
faith during dark times and receive the gratitude of 
those we help. 
 

The dawn draws near, and today we dedicate a tree 
that replaces the one that blew down last year.  
It’s a good-sized tree, a spruce that is 17 feet tall. Not 
nearly as tall as the 50-footer that blew down, but 
still, it is a sign of hope that there is new life, there 
are new beginnings that the darkness doesn’t win 
the day. A sliver of light.  
 

Martin Luther was once asked what he would do if 
he knew Jesus was coming tomorrow. What would 
he do if he knew that the end of time was about to 
happen? And do you know what he said? He said he 
would plant a tree because for us the prophecies of 
the end aren’t a warning to be feared. They are a 
promise to be received. We know that when Jesus 
returns, when the dawn comes upon us, we will 
leave this world of darkness behind and begin to 
live in the full light of our Savior. So, we gather for 
worship in a dark-dark world. We gather for Ad-
vent, praying for Jesus to come, trusting that He 
will. And making sure that when He comes, we will 
be ready. 
 
Amen. 
  
-Pastor Travis 
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FIRST LUTHERAN GOES TO RAINBOW TRAIL LUTHERAN 
CAMP! 

 Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 2023 
 
Week                                                                        Openings 
Junior High #1 (June 11-17)                     37 Male          40 Female 
Junior #1 (June 18-24)                              21 Male         13 Female 
Intro to Camp #1 (June 18-21)                2 Male           FULL 
Intro to Camp #2 (June 21-24)               9 Male          2 Female 
Senior High #1 (July 9-15)                       34 Male         17 Female 
     Grandma Cher’s Week! 
Junior #2 (July 30-Aug 5)                        FULL            16 Female 
Junior High #2 (July 30-Aug 5)              4 Male           4 Female 
Intro to Camp #3 (July 30-Aug 2)         8 Male           10 Female 

THE HIGH SCHOOLERS ARE GOING TO 
FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA THIS SUMMER! 
 
Our High Schoolers (current 9-12 grade) will 
be heading to the Navajo nation for some 
meaningful service work on and near the  
reservations. We will also be having some fun 
as we drive there and back, with a stop at the 
Grand Canyon. Make sure to keep your eyes 
out for dates on when to register. 
Dates for the trip will be announced soon  
after we finalize other summer dates on our 
Children’s and Youth Calendar.  

HOLIDAY CARE PACKAGES FOR COLLEGE 
STUDENTS 
 

We are going to make care packages that go out 
to our college students ! If you have a young 
adult in college, please email Michaela with 
their campus addresses. If you are interested in  
helping pack them or donating items for the 
care packages, please email Michaela as well 
with your interest. You can reach Michaela at 
michaela@flccs.net.  

mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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To celebrate in this Advent season we will be 
having a special breakfast and story time with 
Saint Nicholas from 9 – 10:30 a.m. on December 
10. Saint Nicholas was an early Christian bishop 
whose habit of secret gift-giving inspired the 
tradition of Santa Claus that we know today. 
We do intend to have a visit from Saint 
Nicholas, but he will be in his bishop attire and 
not his more festive Santa Claus red robe. We 
will join together for a free breakfast, with hot 
cocoa and candy canes, and then we will end 
our time together with a few Christmas stories 
read by our special guest, Saint Nicholas. This 
event is open to the public and we welcome any 
families that want to join us! Preschool through 
5th graders are welcome and must be 
accompanied by a caregiver. 

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS 
DECEMBER 10 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Rehearsal - Saturday, December 3,  
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Please Come to Bethlehem with us! Our  
preschoolers and elementary school children will 
be putting on their traditional Christmas  
program on Sunday, December 4 for all to enjoy. 
Bring your family and friends to enjoy the sea-
son with an adorable show. Don’t forget to bring 
your cameras and your singing voice! 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
ROSEMOUNT MUSEUM, PUEBLO 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 
Meet at church by 8:50 a.m., depart at 9 a.m. 
Cost:  $23 (includes tour and lunch buffet at Do Drop Inn *see below for details) 
Deadline to RSVP:  Friday December 9, 2022 
 
Please join the OWLs as we take a holiday tour of the historic Rosemount Museum in Pueblo all deco-
rated for the holiday season. “Built in 1893, this 37-room mansion was home to the John A. and  
Margret Thatcher family and was named for Mrs. Thatcher’s favorite flower.  It remained a family  
residence for 75 years. Nearly all furnishings, accessories, decorative arts, paintings, custom  
woodwork, wall and window treatments are original to the home (rosemount.org). After the tour, we 
will visit the Do Drop Inn to enjoy a lunch buffet of pasta, pizza, and salad.  Drinks are not included in 
the price of the buffet and can be purchased individually.  Gratuity is included in the price of the  
buffet. Please use the following link to sign up online: http://bit.ly/3UYGcxp 
You may also call the church at 719.632.8836 to sign up. PLEASE NOTE:  The group will need to carpool 
to Pueblo due to the ongoing bus situation. Please note in your registration if you need a ride and/or if 
you can provide a spot for a person in your carpool.  

APOSTLES BUILD SUBCOMMITTE MEMBER DESIRED FROM FIRST LUTHERAN 
 

Pikes Peak Habitat is looking to start an Apostles Build Subcommittee comprised of local church staff members, 
pastors, and church volunteer lay leaders who are passionate about Pikes Peak Habitat's mission, sharing the 
love of Christ through volunteering, and partnering with local families so that they can achieve affordable 
homeownership. Overall, this subcommittee will be tasked with helping to guide, strengthen, expand, and  
support PPHFH’s ecumenical Apostles Build program, which brings together church congregations from 
throughout El Paso County, Colorado to raise walls, funds, and prayers to build homes for local families.  The 
vision for this subcommittee is to bring together a group of passionate leaders from churches around El Paso 
County that are involved with Pikes Peak Habitat to help support the Apostles Build, assist in the planning and 
direction of church-related events, brainstorm unique ways for churches to be able to engage and volunteer 
with Habitat programs, and provide a space for local church leaders to fellowship together. Based on everyone's 
availability, we will likely meet over Zoom at least for most of our meetings to best accommodate everyone's 
schedules and will try to meet ten months out of the year to give subcommittee members a break in December 
and for part of the summer. The subcommittee will ideally start meeting either in January or February of 
2023. For more information regarding the Subcommittee, use the link: http://bit.ly/3fNjs48  

http://bit.ly/3UYGcxp
http://bit.ly/3fNjs48
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FLC THEATRE GROUP 
 

Chicago  
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
Pikes Peak Center, 2 p.m. 
 
We have reserved 25 seats in the Orchestra. 
Group discount pricing is $80/seat. Ticket sales 
will close on December 30, 2022, so get yours 
soon! Details coming of where we will meet for 
lunch prior to the show. Chicago is a 1975 Ameri-
can musical with music by John Kander, lyrics by 
Fred Ebb, and book by Ebb and Bob Fosse. Set in 
Chicago in the jazz age, the musical is based on a 
1926 play of the same title by reporter Maurine 
Dallas Watkins, about actual criminals and the 
crimes on which she reported. 

https://bit.ly/3TM6UYW 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

 We still need 30 more volunteers to assist 
with Christmas Eve services, Communion 
Preparation, Communion Clean-Up, Greeters 
and Ushers.  
 
Sign Up here: https://bit.ly/3UyVnga 

       ROTATIONAL SMALL GROUPS IN 2023 
 

    Crafting Around and Contemplative Prayer are coming to a close. We  
            will take a break during the month of December. What would you like to see  
      as a twelve-week small group starting in January? Card Making? Board Games?  
                      Bowling? Archery? Karaoke? First Friday Art Walk? I know YOU have great ideas!   
                 Please share them with me cheryl@flccs.net. 

https://bit.ly/3TM6UYW
https://bit.ly/3UyVnga
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

This month the group will meet at The  Golden 
Bee at The Broadmoor, 1 Lake Circle, May 19 at 

https://bit.ly/3lw5rIb 

WOMEN’S ADVENT TEA 

Unique hand-crafted items from the 
Christian Olive Wood Project 

  
The sale of these items provides a source of  

income for Palestinian Christian woodcarvers 
who are struggling with poverty.  

These unique olive wood carvings make lovely 
and meaningful Christmas gifts.   

Olive Wood sales are through December 11. 

BAKERS AND CANDYMAKERS WITH 
TREATS TO SHARE! 
WOMEN’S ADVENT TEA 
 
We are seeking all with the gift of baking and 
candy making to share their delicious creations 
with the Women’s Advent Tea!  We are in need 
of cookies, bars, breads, and candy to fill the 
trays for our Tea.   
Please drop off in the Peel House kitchen any-
time December 1 or 2.  We are so grateful for 
your willingness to share your gifts with us. If 
you have any questions, please email Pastor 
Carrie, carrie@flccs.net. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SORT 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 

We already have several gifts under the Angel 
Tree. Sunday, December 4, the thruway will be 
filled with 200 GIFTS! These donated gifts will 
need to be checked in and then sorted into 
groups for LFS, Mosaic, Sand Creek, and  
Prison Fellowship. 
 

If you can help at noon on Sunday, December 
4, please email cheryl@flccs.net. 
 

Many hands make light work! Snacks will be  
provided! 

https://bit.ly/3lw5rIb
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

Our congregation is amazing! If 
you selected a tag for an LFS Foster 
Child, the back indicated where to 

deliver your gift. Disregard this and bring ALL 
gifts to church. Your gift should be in an enve-
lope (for gift cards) or a gift bag. Do not wrap 
the gifts.  
• LFS and Mosaic gifts (rectangular tags) 

need to be returned to church NO LATER 
than Sunday, December 4.  

• Prison Fellowship gifts (angel- shaped 
tags) need to be returned to church by 
Sunday, December 11.  

We will be having a pick-up party for Prison  
Fellowship gifts. Let Julie Furstenau know if you 
are interested in helping with the pick-up party.  

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 

 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
 

If you would like to designate a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of a loved one, 
you may do so by going to this link: https://bit.ly/3CJzP7d, completing the form and 
following the instructions to pay online. You may also mail your requests to the 
church along with your check. The cost is $10.00 per plant. 

 

A dedication list will be published in the Ekklesia, December 21 , in the Christmas Eve worship bulletin and 
posted on our website. Designations must be received no later than Sunday, December 11 by 1 p.m., or they will not 
be included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Your poinsettia will be available for pick-up beginning  
Sunday, December 25 following the worship service or Monday through Friday during office hours  
(9 a.m. to 3 p.m.). 

LESSONS & 
CAROLS 2022 
 

Mark your calendars for Lessons & Carols: Je-
sus Has Come to Bring Joy! on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11 at 3:30 p.m. This year’s service will fea-
ture our choir, handbells, instrumentalists, and 
soloists in a memorable and uplifting program. 
This free program begins in the Sanctuary. 
 

PIE FEST 
After the program, stay for our traditional pie 
fest and enjoy an assortment of delicious pies 
accompanied by Culver’s frozen custard. 
 
Sign up to bring a pie/pies and to help set up or 
clean up: http://bit.ly/3TGKYxP  
 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
https://bit.ly/3CJzP7d
http://bit.ly/3TGKYxP
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

HERE IS THE CURRENT SCHEDULE: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 
8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

 

WORSHIP & STUDY 

SEEING IS BELIEVING: EXPLORING 
THE ART OF MAKOTO FUJIMURA 
 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
November 27 to December 18 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor (except 
12/18 when we will be in Fireside) 
 

This Advent we will be exploring the modern 
artwork of Makoto Fujimura, an American 
 artist trained in the ancient ways of Japanese 
art. Each week we will explore Advent  
scriptures alongside Fujimura's art and  
writings on faith. It is sure to be a multi-
sensory experience that hopes to capture the 
glory and gift of the Incarnation. We will also 
be viewing the 2016 Martin Scorsese film  
Silence (Rated R) on Saturday, December 10 
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

November 27 - Four Holy Gospels 
December 4 - Golden Sea 
December 11 - Silence 
December 18 - Re-sonance 

 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
Wednesdays  

November 30, December 7, 
14 and 21, 7 p.m. 

Peel House 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE ADVENT DEVOTION  
WRITERS WANTED 
 

Would you like to write a 
devotional for Advent? We 
are seeking members of the 

congregation to write a reflection on a scripture 
under our Advent theme The Dawn Draws Near. 
These will be part of a daily devotional emailed 
to members and subscribers during the season 
of Advent that begins on the last Sunday of No-
vember. To participate, click here https://
bit.ly/3DPI2ZR and write away!  

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
6 P.M., DECEMBER 7, PEEL HOUSE, ROOM 201 
  

The First Lutheran Book Discussion Group is 
wrapping up 2022 at its Wednesday, December 
7 meeting with a discussion of Faith Bass 
Darling's Last Garage Sale by Lynda Rutledge 
(author of West With Giraffes, a previous book 
group selection). The meeting will be held in 
Room 201 of the Peel House and will begin at  
6 p.m., one hour earlier than usual, to allow 
time for our annual Christmas party. Please 
come and join us for a good discussion and a 
good party. 
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December 4 
Craig Anderson 
Kelsey Stevens 
 
December 5 
Edward Daugs 
Henry Warwick 
 
December 6 
Jeff Kahl 
 
December  7 
Vance Brown 
Shannon Burke 
Jerry Harkins 
Stacey Hudson 

December 4 
Jan & Dan Hammond - 23 years 
 
December 5 
Debbie & Bill Broderick - 26 years 
Kris & Sharon Cartwright - 34 years 
 
December 6 
Joe & Connie Ramaglia - 53 years 

Happy Birthday  
to  

Edward Daugs 
who will be 91 
on December 5 

and to 
Bob Keys 

who will be 93 
on December 10. 
Congratulations! 

December 8 
Linda Hackworth 
Jerilyn Moltrum 
Scott Parker 
 
December 10 
Emma Heiny 
Judy Hjelkrem 
Bob Keys 
Brian Smith 
Scott Smith 
Melissa Travins 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Lynn Bennett 
Joan Boehm 
Jacque Bokelman 
Betsy Bonner 
Garrett & Kirsten Boyd 
Penn Boyd 
John Braden 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Jeremy Bullock 
Darlene Capel 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Christopher 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
JR Edmunds 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Lee Gross 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy 
Herrmann 
Beverly Hodges 
Steve Hoffman & 
Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 
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Ron Huston  
Josh Jones 
Susan Keljo 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Tom Keilers 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & 
Family 
Elijah Lopez 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Pastor Hank Maertens 
Tom Martin 
Jim Matthews 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Michael O'Sullivan 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 

Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Don Reed 
Paul & Sharon 
Reinsma 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Tara Soppe 
Cathy Stanley 
Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 

Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Jennifer Thompson 
Aaron & Cindi Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Becky & John Vaage 
The Jim Vance Family 
Kim Watts 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family & friends of  

JACQUE BOKELMAN 
Bill’s wife;  

Stacy’s mother, Eric’s mother-in-law;  
grandmother of seven;  

great-grandmother of one;  
whose memorial service will be  

at a later date here at First Lutheran.   
(Date of death -  11/24/2022) 
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Snapshots 

Congregational Picture 

Dedication of the new 
“Christmas” tree. 

This tree was given by the Skiffington's  
“To the glory of God and in loving memory 

of their departed loved ones.” 


