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We end the church year on a high note with Christ the King Sunday. We remember 

that Jesus is King and will return one day to fix all that is broken in this world and 

reign with love and justice. As we end the church year we have a number of im-

portant milestones to celebrate at     First Lutheran. 

• Ingathering of Pledges - This Sunday we will return our promises of financial 

commitment to this ministry and lift them up to the Lord. So far we’ve already 

received 200 pledges and folks have increased their pledge by an average of 8%! 

Thank you for taking the time to talk with God about your giving and making 

that promise. 

• New Members - This week we will receive nine new members. Half of them have 

never even been on our campus but found us online and are ready to commit 

themselves to this ministry. We have young families, out of state retirees and 

empty nesters joining. What a gift! 

• Advent Bag Deliveries - As we turn the corner to a new church year that be-

gins with Advent we will be delivering a gift to all our members (within driving dis-

tance!). We have over 70 volunteers ready to safely deliver a reusable grocery 

bag chock full of Advent goodies. Because of Covid we do not expect any 

conversation or interaction although we hope some will happen naturally and 

safely. This is a gift to you to help you celebrate the season of Advent. 

• Thanksgiving Service - The Southeastern Colorado Conference churches 

 have teamed up to offer a Thanksgiving service. Our own retired pastor,  

 Pastor Mark Patzke, will be preaching. The service will be available on First  

 Lutheran’s YouTube page this coming Wednesday and will also be emailed 

 out to the congregation. 

Christ the King Sunday 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

I’m concerned with the current state of the 
pandemic in our community. Not only have 
cases risen dramatically but our hospitals are 
filling up and deaths are increasing. We were 
warned that this was likely to happen when 
colder weather arrived. I’m proud of our 
church for taking seriously these warnings 
and planning ahead. We had already planned 
to reduce in-person worship prior to Thanks-
giving due to cold and likely increase in the 
spread of the disease. But seeing this spike in 
reality is disconcerting to say the least. Please 
do everything you can to keep yourself safe 
from this virus. 
We will continue to prioritize the safety of our 
congregation and find new ways to pursue the 
mission that God has given us in the days 
ahead. This Sunday, most of you will receive a 
gift from your church in the form of an Advent 
bag. Advent begins next Sunday. I encourage 
you to read a devotion each day in Advent 
from the book in the bag. Light an Advent can-
dle on your wreath and pray the prayer. Join 
us online Sunday afternoons in Advent for 
special offerings in addition to weekly online 
worship. Make one of the pies from the recipes 
that will be shared and participate in the zoom 
fellowship time. I know it’s harder to do all 
these online things, but I also know that con-

necting with one another is extremely  
important for our health and well-being. Con-
necting with God is even more important, and 
I hope He uses this time in all our lives to 
strengthen our faith. 
There is a light at the end of this tunnel. Our 
prayers for a vaccine are being answered. The 
news that it might come for some of us in the 
next couple of months is very encouraging. 
And hearing that almost everyone in our coun-
try should have access by April lets us know 
that the end is indeed in sight, albeit not as 
close as we wished.  
Remember the Psalm many of us have memo-
rized. “Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil for Thou art 
with me.” God is with us in this dark valley and 
God will see us through. Let’s get through this 
together so that when we regather, we will all 
be present. 
                -Pastor Travis 



Sermon cont. p. 4 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
 
Today we continue on with another parable, a parable that points us towards Christ’s coming among 
us, part of the end times dialogue that continues through the end of the church year, which is al-
ready next week when we celebrate Christ the King Sunday.  I think the story that Jesus tells today 
has lots of different ideas and understandings that we could explore, characters that we can identify 
with, and feelings that we experience.  For me, I’m a big feelings person, I have to often stop myself 
and think instead of just acting on a feeling.  When someone asks me a question my answer often 
starts with, “I feel like…” and that’s not always the best way to go when decision making.  On the oth-
er hand, my gut instincts are pretty good; my feelings resonate in my body and will often tell me 
more about a situation that my thinking center in my brain will. So, when I read this text, maybe 
even more than others, it was feelings that came out when I tried to make sense of what was hap-
pening here. My initial reaction was to feel bad for the third servant.  It doesn’t seem that he was 
trying to do an ill will against the master; he just didn’t want to fail.  Maybe he was scared. Perhaps 
he was nervous about not meeting expectations or disappointing his master. It was the” just keep 
your head down and do the job” sort of approach. How many of us have been that guy?  Just do what 
is expected and you’ll be fine. Except in the end, remember, that wasn’t the case for this servant.  
We’ll come back to that. 
 
I think it’s a different story if we name some people in ways that are unexpected. What if the master 
in the story is Jesus?  Now we know that parables are stories that typically represent something. So 
perhaps in this one we could read it as though Jesus was the master; he’s the guy who gives much of 
what he has to his servants. He leaves for what the scripture says is a long time, and then comes back 
to see what they did with it.  As we read these end-of-times stories, it sure fits in with the messaging, 
doesn’t it?  Perhaps Jesus has left us, too, with an abundance and will come back to see what we have 
done with it? 
 
Now surely Jesus Christ cannot be interpreted as a hard slave-master who demands unjust practices 
for profit from his servants. Instead it drives us to reveal a master who has invited his servants into a 
fullness, a superabundance of grace that is continually offered throughout the ages. God can only 
give faithful love, so when Jesus comes to us and asks us to share the abundance, to remember that 
generosity begets generosity, we can look at this parable and maybe begin to understand that the 
first two who followed their master were looking to build a bigger table rather than guarding what 
they had out of fear.  

24 PENTECOST 2020 
MATTHEW 25: 14-30 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

The master, already possessing the gift of the 
talents, is inviting his servants to share in his 
joy. When the first two are finally invited to 
"enter the joy of their master," they are perhaps 
not entering a greater fullness in what they had 
than before but rather now are able to recog-
nize the joy that comes in the gift of faith. The 
joy of the master is the joy of the feast that is 
self-giving, sharing, being distributed into the 
world.  I wonder if the servants had any idea 
what it was like to live in the joy of sharing and 
giving out of the abundance that they had?  The 
sums of money that were left with them were 
shockingly large, and the good that could be 
multiplied through that over the time that the 
master was gone might have been life changing.  
The servants were not just given a task to man-
age money, but a gift in sharing the joy of the 
master who would return to see not just his 
money multiplied, but the faith in those who 
were touched by the joy, blessings, and gifts of 
the servants.  In this sense the interest gained 
on the talents is like the hundred-fold that the 
disciple receives when he or she gives every-
thing away to follow Jesus. "And everyone who 
has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields, for my name's 
sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit 
eternal life" as we’re told earlier in Matthew. 
The obedience of trust is not a burden or a fear-
ful endeavor but is the joy of discipleship in 
which everything is given first the gift and then 
the interest! 
 
But it seems to me that the third servant also 
acted in good faith to do as he had been asked.  
He protected what had been given to him, so he 
would have an offering to give back.  Perhaps 

this servant was unsure of himself, uncertain of 
his abilities, perhaps had other tasks that need-
ed to be done and so he put this aside knowing 
that the master would retain what was his and 
he would continue on doing the work he need-
ed to survive.  I’m not certain that he was neces-
sarily fearful of the master, but maybe was un-
certain of his own abilities, unsteady in himself.  
 
So, in this parable, the last slave, starting out 
with the least, takes the careful approach and 
manages to hold on to what he has. The other 
two act almost brashly and obtain great returns 
on what they have. In the end, caution fails, and 
daring is rewarded. Obviously, in parts of our 
lives the cautious way is justified, but our faith 
is not one of them. We stand to lose much if we 
treat the gospel as something to be preserved 
rather than put to work. There is risk involved 
in exposing our faith and values to the glare of 
public examination. There is risk in how we do 
or don’t use the abundance we’ve been given or 
preach good news to the poor, or heal the sick 
and suffering, or open our arms to all. But un-
less we are willing to put it all on the line, tak-
ing chances for the sake of increasing the gos-
pel for all to see and hear in how we proclaim 
and behave, we will end up losing even what we 
had to start with. Staying the same, being com-
placent in who we are and whose we are isn’t 
enough. We are called to take a chance, for 
heaven's sake! 
 
So, while the first two did the work, they lived 
into the abundance, they created more good. 
And the third servant stalled; he was unsure, 
and he not only buried the talents, he buried 
himself. We don’t know what ultimately hap-
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PRAYER VENTURES 
• Pray that we, too, will hear Paul’s assurance to 

the Philippians in difficult times, that “the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus.” Ask that the Spirit f  Ask God to strengthen 
our faith and deepen our roots in the good news 
of Jesus Christ. Pray that we will draw on God’s 
strength through our faith, especially when we 
grow weary or doubtful in the face of the world’s 
challenges, criticism and ridicule.  

• Throughout our baptismal journey, Psalm 23 
encourages, calms and nourishes us with the 
reassurance that we are never without God’s 
love, attention and guidance. Give thanks to God 
and pray that we will reflect God’s loving pres-
ence and care in all that we do and say.  

• Ask God to help us provide comfort, support and 
hope to our neighbors who feel helpless and 
overwhelmed amid the pandemic, natural disas-
ters, economic struggles and social unrest.  

• Pray that we will experience God’s love, encour-
agement and unity in the body of Christ through 
worship and the sacraments ― in person, online 
or however we gather. 21 Give thanks to God for 
one another and pray for our siblings in Christ, 
that we will be steadfast in our faith, proclaim 
the gospel in our daily lives and serve as exam-
ples of God’s mercy and love in the world.  

• “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
let the sea roar, and all that fills it,” for God is 
great, powerful and wondrous. Sing praise to 
God!  

pens to the third servant and what he learned 
from his experience, if he had another oppor-
tunity to continue the work of the gospel.  But 
as we listen to another parable leading us to the 
second coming we can be sure that we are now 
living in the time when the master has left us 
with talents and calls us to use our gifts, while 
we still have time, for the greater and common 
good. In a world filled with violence, despair, 
and uncertainties, the church, all of us, gather 
around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and 
wine—eager to welcome the good news of 
Christ’s coming among us. Amen. 
 
                -Pastor Carrie 
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NOVEMBER 
YOUTH CALENDAR 
 
 

 
19 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades 
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
22 - Hike in Ute Valley, Middle School and High 
  School 1-3 p.m. 
22 - Special meeting on the lawn with Pastor  
  Travis to plan a Christmas Eve Youth    
  service, 3:30 p.m. 
29 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8 , 5-6 p.m. for grades 9-12 
  Topic: How much time and energy do we  
  spend wishing things were how they used 
  to be? 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM – ZOOM STYLE! 
 

Another opportunity for being creative!  We are 
planning to put on our traditional Christmas 
program via Zoom - if kids are interest-
ed.  Please ask your kids if they want to partici-
pate and explain that they will need to commit 
to doing it.  They also have to be pretty good 
readers and  good with doing it via Zoom.    
 

If so, ask them to provide their first and second 
choice for a part ( the part of Mary always goes 
to a 5th grade girl). We will edit the script to 
shorten and accommodate whoever is interest-
ed and mail a printed version. It is scheduled 
for Sunday, Dec. 6, at 3:30 and will be available 
for our members and your families to watch 
live. The point of doing it is for the kids to 
maintain this tradition of learning the story 
and being a part of the Sunday school commu-
nity. As for costumes – the kids are charged 
with making one from whatever they can find 
at home!!! 
Let Shelly know by November 23 - 
(shelly@flccs.net) 

mailto:shelly@flccs.net
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Preschool Zoom -  11 a.m., Sundays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?
pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09 
 Meeting ID: 811 1672 9866 
Passcode: 648418 
 

Kinder - Grade 1 Zoom - 7 p.m., Mondays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?
pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09  
Meeting ID: 826 7726 9758 
Passcode: 005680 
 

Grades 2-3 Zoom -  7 p.m., Saturdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?
pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09  
Meeting ID: 833 0412 3897 
Passcode: 279846 
 

Grades 4-5  Zoom - 7 p.m., Tuesdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?
pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09  
Meeting ID: 825 3666 7984 
Passcode: 845972 
 
 
 

Grades 6-7  Zoom  - 7 p.m., Wednesdays  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?
pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09  
Meeting ID: 889 0711 7890 
Passcode: 771433 
 
 
Middle School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 2-
3 p.m.) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?
pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09  
Meeting ID: 881 1638 9552 
Passcode: 367889 

Zoom Links for  
Sunday School & Youth Groups  

A FALL FESTIVAL!    
LET’S BE GRATE-FALL AND 
THANK-FALL PEOPLE!! 
 

Saturday, Nov. 21  
  

This event has been  
CANCELLED due to the rise 
of Covid-19 cases. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
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BECOME INVOLVED 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

A CONTEMPORARY FAITH:  
  THE SAINT JOHN’S BIBLE 
 

Led by Michaela Eskew 
November 18, Paul 
10:30 a.m. via Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
The Saint John’s Bible is the first completely 
handwritten and illuminated manuscript com-
missioned by the Catholic church since the in-
vention of the printing press. It’s beautiful art-
istry is found on every page, even in the mis-
takes. This isn’t your typical Bible, I assure you! 
Join me in exploring Biblical texts in a way like 
never before, where contemporary science and 
history lie intertwined with the sacred scrip-
tures and jump off the page in both texture and 
color.  

THE BOOK OF ACTS PODCAST 
  

Uploaded to the website every Monday 
Through December 14 
 
In this time of Pandemic, I couldn’t think of a 
more relatable text than the Book of Acts. Join 
me in a weekly podcast, as we put ourselves 
into the shoes of the First Apostles. Let us 
learn from the disciples who began their min-
istry cowering behind locked doors only to be 
called by Jesus Christ to continue his ministry 
and to heal and proclaim their witness to a 
broken world.  
 

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education  
  
You may also access previous podcasts on the 
book of Acts at the above address. 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

 An online community 
 10 am on Thursdays, via 
Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkN
WZsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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MEMORIES 
 
Joan Chittister begins her chapter on memories with a 
quote from W. Somerset Maugham that caught me by 
surprise. "What makes old age hard to bear is not the 
failings of one's faculties, mental, and physical, but the 
burden of one's memories.” I always believed it was the 
failure of your physical health that made old age diffi-
cult. Chittister writes the task of old age is to refuse to 
make our memories a burden and give them meaning 
that makes them precious rather than painful.  
Memories are powerful things, and they can profound-
ly influence how we will finish the last years of our 
lives. I counseled people who were tortured by their 
memories because they focused on their failures rather 
than their successes.   
Memory offers us a gift. It tells us what is important to 
us. “Memory”, Chittister writes, "tells us what is most 
meaningful to us. It is the indicator of the unfinished 
life. It gives us a sure sign of what still has emotional 
significance for us. It refuses to allow us to overlook 
what must yet be acknowledged if we are to be fully 
honest with ourselves. Most of all, memory and how 
we deal with it are the only things we have that make 
us authentic teachers of the young. It tells us what we 
did that now that we miss doing, and it reminds us of 
what we didn't do that now we wish we had."  
Memory is part of our spiritual journey. It allows us to 
look back upon our life as a whole rather than frag-
ments. Too often, we remember and concentrate on 
the regrets and negative parts of our life. For example, 
a teacher may have told us we will never be good at 
math, and we believed the teacher and avoided classes 
that contained math. It may have influenced our ca-
reer choice. One person told me she wanted to be a 
nurse but was afraid she could not do the math. In-
stead, she became a biology teacher. 
When people focus only on the negative parts of their 
lives, I ask them to divide a piece of paper in half, and 
on the left-hand side, write down their negative mem-
ories and, on the right-hand side, write down all the 
items that contradict the negative side.  For example, I 
know a middle-aged woman who takes jobs beneath 
her ability because her father told her she was dumb. I 

asked her if there was any evidence in her life that 
proved her father wrong. She listed all her accomplish-
ments. As she finished, she said to me, "He was wrong, 
wasn't he?"  
Memories create a bond between ourselves and those 
who have gone before us. I encourage people who have 
lost a loved one to gather together photos of the de-
ceased person and remember all the times they shared. 
I ask them to try to remember each picture as if it was 
taken yesterday. Where were they? What was the 
weather? What did they have for lunch? Do they re-
member any particular smells? The more you can recall 
about the photo, the more meaningful the pictures be-
come.   
Joan says, "memory also confronts us with the emo-
tions, the feeling, the fears, the struggles that reside in 
us as unfinished questions, as unresolved and unfin-
ished joys.  They become a blueprint for tomorrow." We 
have experienced much in our lives. That experience 
shows us how to live, how to love, how to forget, and 
how to go on again. I tell my friends, at my age I have 
gone entirely around the smorgasbord once, now I am 
going around a second time. This time I am not rush-
ing through. I am taking my leisure.  I am more choos-
ey and savoring each experience.  In the past, I never 
had time to paint. Now I take my time. I make several 
sketches of the scene before selecting the final compo-
sition. Then I do a monochrome of the design to make 
sure I have the values right.  I will make changes and 
paint over what I have done if I feel the paint is not 
right.   This is a process we should apply to anything we 
do. If it does measure up to what we want, don't do it. 
Memory is God's second chance at life in old age. It 
allows us to look back upon our lives, understand what 
is valuable, correct our mistake, heal old wounds, and 
teach us what we must do to make the last miles genu-
inely satisfying.      
               
-Pastor Maertens 
hhmaertens@msn.com                                                   
 
 

mailto:hhmaertens@msn.com
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INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS  

    POINSETTIAS  
 
If you would like to designate a poinsettia in 
memory of or in honor of a loved one,  you may 
do so by going to this link https://flccs.net/
ministries/christmas-poinsettia. Complete the form 
and follow the instructions to pay online. You 
may also mail your requests to the church along 
with your check. A dedication list will be pub-
lished in the Ekklesia on December 23  and also 
posted on our website. The cost is $9.00 per 
plant. Designations must be received no later than 
Thursday, December 17.  Your poinsettia(s) will be 
available for pick-up Monday, December 21 
through Wednesday, December 23, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

DECK THE FENCE! 
Saturday, November 28 

10 a.m. 
 
Help hang the garland and wreaths on the 
fence around the church. Masks and physical 
distancing will be observed. This usually takes 
a couple of hours, but more volunteers will 
help it go faster. Email chris@flccs.net if you 
are willing to help. 

COMING FOR ADVENT  
 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON WATCH  
 PARTIES - November 29, December 6, 15, 20 

• Begins at 3:15 p.m. with a few words from 
the pastor and communion. 

• Watch a video of a program especially for 
Advent 

• Sunday, November 29  

  I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day  
   A Handbell Christmas Concert 
 

Featuring the Celebration, Carillon, and Joy 
Ringers, along with narration by Dave Rose; 
Trista Guthrie, soloist; Elisa Wicks, violin; 
and Eric Wicks, piano and organ. An 
unforgettable way to begin your Advent 
season! 

ADVENT WREATH AND CANDLE  
LIGHTING TRADITIONS 
Videos and photos needed! 
 

The Advent season is almost upon us and we want 
to know if your family has any traditions surround-
ing the lighting of Advent candles. Do you have an 
Advent wreath in your home? Do you light candles? 
Do you use an Advent calendar or remember one 
growing up? We would like to collect videos of you 
sharing the lighting of candles in your home or tell-
ing a quick story of an Advent candle tradition that 
you have or remember from growing up.  We will 
share these quick snippets during our Advent 
worship.  Please send videos to Theresa at the-
resa@flccs.net.   

mailto:theresa@flccs.net
mailto:theresa@flccs.net
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SAVE THE DATE! 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR ADVENT 
  

We are excited to offer a special online program for each Sunday in 
Advent. Mark your calendars, and be sure to join us for each one! 
  

Sunday, November 29 • 3:30 p.m.• YouTube 
  

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day – a Handbell Christmas Concert 
Featuring the Celebration, Carillon, and Joy Ringers, along with narration by Dave Rose; Trista Guth-
rie, soloist; Elisa Wicks, violin; and Eric Wicks, piano and organ. An unforgettable way to begin your 
Advent season! 

  
Sunday, December 6 • 3:30 p.m. • Zoom 
  

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Our traditional children’s program, made interactive through the use of Zoom! 

  
Sunday, December 13 • 3:30 p.m. • YouTube, with an optional Zoom component 
  

Lessons & Carols: Adore This King of Kings 
A special video presentation blending the best of Lessons & Carols past with new recordings of the 
First Lutheran choir, instruments, and readers. 
Join us afterward on Zoom for a chance for (virtual) fellowship! 

  
Sunday, December 20 • 3:30 p.m. • YouTube 
  

Live from First Lutheran! – Live Christmas Caroling 
An opportunity to worship through the beautiful hymns and carols of Christmas, led by Eric and Elisa 
Wicks, and Trista Guthrie. 
  
CALL FOR PIE RECIPES - We’re extending the deadline! Send your recipe! 
  

Lessons & Carols will be online this year, which means we will not be able to have our traditional pie-
fest. But that doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy some pie! Do you have a cherished recipe to share? Send 
your recipe to chris@flccs.net , and we’ll publish a collection of recipes in time for you to bake a pie to 
enjoy while you watch this year’s Lessons & Carols on YouTube. 
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP 

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are 
coming for any of the above 
services by signing up on the 
Connection card, emailing 
Marcia, marcia@flccs.net, or by 
calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  ON THE FRONT LAWN 
 
• Midweek Services with Holy 

Communion this Wednesday at 9 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. 

• Sunday Morning Watch Party at 10 a.m. 
 with Holy Communion, November 22 
• Advent Programs 
 3:15 P.M., SUNDAYS  
 On the lawn, weather permitting 
 Also on YouTube 
 See p. 10 & 11 for details 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year-to-date Budgeted Income through 
October 31  $1,713,558.00 
 

Year-to-date Income through October 31 
(Preliminary)  $1,537,252.51 
 

Amount behind for the year $   176,305.49 
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Thank you for prayerfully considering your gifts to this ministry in 2021. It’s so important that we take time 
annually to really think and pray about our financial stewardship. Our money is a symbol of ourselves. It ’s a 
symbol of our work, our gifts, our values. When we give to God, we are making a statement about what is im-
portant to us. Ultimately everything we have is a gift from God, so to share some of that gift with God’s 
church is to recognize the truth of our blessings.  
Next year will be an exciting year for First Lutheran. We will get to worship in our Sanctuary again and re-
sume many of the programs that have been on hold or changed because of the pandemic. We will be finishing 
up the Peel House and have a grand re-opening of that beautiful house. The rekindled gift will begin housing 
ministry again, both new and old. We have a strong vision for reaching people with the gift of the Peel House. 
We will serve the homeless, reach out to the community and launch a new ministry aimed at young adults in 
their twenties. Women’s groups, programs for seniors, special events and whatever else the Holy Spirit in-
spires will make use of this renovated space. Your gifts, your tithes and offerings will make all of this happen.  
Above is a chart of the giving that took place this year and what we are praying for in the year to come. Thank 
you for completing your pledge card and returning it to the church before November 22.        

INGATHERING OF PLEDGES 
NOVEMBER 22 
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group: 

November 22 
Doreen Hulka 
Steve Paxton 
 
November 23 
Lily Broom 
Sandy McGraw 
Matthew McIntyre 
Jami Shipley 
Ken Wood 
 
November 24 
Gail Blecher 
Jim Daubert 
Steve Gregg 
Jackson Reed 
Teague Roberts 
Kay Vucasovich 
 
November 25 
Helen Baker 
Shari Brian 
Seadon McMullen 
Yvette Roach 

November 26 
Ronald  Andersen 
Marla Lopez 
Elizabeth Ohl 
Clifford Robinson 
 
November 27 
Dylan McDonald 
Leah Rocha 
Vince Smith 
Jon Stepleton 
 
November 28 
Kimberly Bland 
Sharon Jacobsen 
Lisa Navarro 
Gudrun Vest 
 

November 24 
George & Pat Erhman - 31 years 
Dan & Pat Friedell - 38 years 
 
November 25 
Jim & Gail Eamon - 54 years 
 
November 26 
Dave & Linda Holt - 38 years 
 
November 27 
Mercedes & Roger Clark - 27 years 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday - Friday.  
Devotionals may be picked up by either of the 
alley doors. 

Congratulations to Mike and 
Libby Kuper on the birth of their 
son, Ryan Michael Kuper! 
Proud grandmother is Colleen 
Bardy. 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Marilyn Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Philip Baylis 
Jacque Bokelman 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
John Braden 
Monika Cline 
Leslie Crowley 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
The Bill Duven family 
Dr. Steve Friberg 
Shane Fross 
Chris Gerbig 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Tom & Judy Guenther 
Harry & Larry 
Lindsay Hart 
Doug Hering 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Beverly Hodges 
Chris Huston 
Sarah Iskra 
Terry James 
Wendell James 
Josh Jones 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Carl Kuchta 
MaryLee Lane 

Nancy Lind & family 
The family of Lois 
Pastor Hank & Sally 
Maertens 
Carol Matson 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & family 
Debra Mills 
Ben Mittelstadt 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Jack O'Dell 
Dan & Danielle Ohl 
Kate & Andrew Osio 
Laura Porter 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Marian Robertson 
Linda Samuelson 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon family 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen family 
Aaron Thorson 
Don Trowbridge 
Jim Underwood 
Marie Vicars 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
Dave & Karen Weesner 
Andrew Wheeler 
Martin Winkler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

BILL DUVEN 
 Susan Duven’s husband; 

Bob and Delores Wascher’s son-in-law; 
father of three. 

A memorial service will be at a later date. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, May 29th, 1927 – Me-
morial Day.  The several Sundays of the year 
when patriotic services naturally fit into our 
program are well worth observing.  Today is 
one of them. The first general observance of 
this day was in 1868.  Some of us can well re-
member seeing the old Civil War soldiers 
marching through the cemeteries decorating 
the graves of their comrades.  For a long time it 
was known as Decoration Day. 
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Concrete poured for the new addition, walls 
being built, ready for more rebar and concrete. 

Electrical work proceeds in the attic and 
new duct work is built in the basement. 

The doors (which were filled with concrete) have 
been removed from the safe so that the artwork will 
be visible to all. 


