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MINISTRY GATHERINGS & ANNUAL MEETING 

It’s that time of year again, when we gather to celebrate God’s work among us and seek to 
discern His will for our future. This year our ministry gathering conversations and our an-
nual meeting will take place online via Zoom. We ask that everyone attend one of the min-
istry gatherings and the annual meeting. We need at least 169 members at our annual 
meeting to reach a quorum, so even though the agenda will be simple it’s vital that every-
one attend. Here’s the schedule: 
 

Ministry Gatherings (attend one) 
Thursday, October 8 at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, October 11 at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, October 11 at 5 p.m. 

 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 18 at 11 a.m. 

 
 

• Our meetings will take place using Zoom. You’ll need a computer or smart phone and 
an Internet connection.  

 
• Go to the website www.zoom.com and in the top right hand corner click on “join a meet-

ing,” enter the meeting ID number : 308 523 7690 and click “Join”.  
 
• For the annual meeting, there will also be an in-person option on the front lawn of the 

church. We’ll do the Zoom and in-person meeting simultaneously. Check your email on 
Sunday morning for an electronic form to fill out and RSVP for one of the Ministry 
Gatherings. 

 

These aren’t ideal times, but we will do 
our best to contin- ue the business of 
our Lord in the best way possible. 
Thank you for your flexibility and 
support! 
  

 

http://www.zoom.com
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

I’ve spent some time this week working on the 
Ministry Gatherings. I’ve come to see them as sort 
of a State of the Congregation time. I’ve been 
pouring through pictures of the past year and 
thinking through some of the changes we’ve been 
through. Some of those pictures feel like they hap-
pened a decade ago or in another life. Crowds of 
people filling up pews for Christmas Eve or cele-
brating events in the Gathering Place just seem so 
strange now that we’re masked up and maintain-
ing physical distance. But the walk down memory 
lane has also reminded me of some of the great 
things that have happened in such a short time.  
Just a year ago we gathered at the Doubletree to 
announce we had raised over two million dollars 
from lead donors, and then a month later unveiled 
that we had commitments totaling $3,538,291 for 
the Rekindle the Gift campaign. That number has 
increased since then, and construction has begun! 
In the new year we said farewell to Pastor Bob and 
brought on our new Minister of Faith formation, 
Michaela Eskew. What a gift she has been! We’ve 
had other staff changes too, retirements and new 
hires, shifting responsibilities and everything in 
between. This summer we half-celebrated Deacon 
Joan’s retirement. She now serves as part-time 
handbell director, and we’ll throw her the party 
she deserves sometime in the future. We’re grate-
ful for her. We promoted and celebrated Eric 
Wicks as our new Minister of Worship and Music 
this summer. What a gift he is and has been for 
eight years. Our online worship wouldn’t be nearly 
as professional looking and as spiritually nourish-
ing as it is without him! 

When Covid hit, we were tested. We pivoted to  
pre-recorded worship, and I became a televange-
list overnight. You never really know what you’re 
made of until you are tested. First Lutheran has 
proved to be agile and resilient. I couldn’t be 
prouder of our staff and the way they’ve worked to 
create worship and learning experiences to bless 
the congregation. I know you are proud too. And 
I’m proud of the congregation who have contin-
ued to support the ministry at a high level with 
financial gifts, encouragement and prayer. We’re 
in this together!  
On the way we’ve discovered some silver linings 
and taken advantage of new opportunities. We’ve 
discovered a whole segment of our congregation 
who delighted to be able to worship with us again 
as health declines had kept them away, some for 
years. And we’ve been able to experiment and even 
add a new worship service with Wednesday Night 
LIGHT.  
Can I confess something? I kind of like Zoom 
meetings. I get to eat dinner with my family and 
then am ‘home’ from evening meetings before all 
the kids have gone to bed. I’d bet online meetings 
become a regular feature of church life.  
So where do we go from here; that’s another thing 
we’ll talk about at the Ministry Gatherings. We will 
continue to worship outdoors, likely until we’ve all 
received a vaccine. And we’ll continue to try new 
things and serve Jesus’ mission with all our hearts, 
minds and strength. The staff has cooked up some 
Advent/Christmas treats that we can’t wait to 
share with you in the coming months. 
I look forward to a full Sanctuary and Gathering 
Place in the not too distant future. But I’m grateful 
that whether we are together or apart we are pre-
sent with one another in spirit. See you online or 
on the front lawn! 
                -Pastor Travis 



cont. p. 4 

PHILIPPIANS 3:4-14 
OCTOBER 4, 2020 

Have you ever run a race?  I mean like a competitive race where you wanted to win?  Nothing against 
recreational 5k’s and running for the fun of it, but I’m asking you to remember the feeling of being in 
competition, of running against others all trying to be the first to cross the finish line.  Or maybe it 
wasn’t a race but some other competition.  I know people who are fierce competitors when it comes to 
playing cards.  If you really want a run for your money, play Dutch Blitz against my wife; you’ll see a 
competitiveness come out that you wouldn’t expect from her. 
 
Think of that feeling of competition, of going all out to win. When you really want to win, you run dif-
ferently, you play differently.  You put your whole self into it,  you push yourself, you try to reach be-
yond anything you’ve done before.  My oldest son started playing soccer and before we even started, 
we got a note from the league warning us about what parents are allowed and not allowed to say.  I’d 
heard about the appalling behavior of parents on the sidelines, coaching their kids and cussing out 
refs. 
I thought surely this letter is for other people, not for people like me; I’m not like that.  But then I went 
to the first game and I tell you what, I wanted that kid to win.  I wanted glory for him.  I wanted him to 
crush the other team.  And when I saw him doing things that wouldn’t lead to victory and gold medals, 
I wanted to yell and scream.  I wanted to fire the coach and take over.  I wanted to get in the game my-
self and show them how it’s done.  Turns out that letter was written exactly for parents like me. 
 
Competition brings out all our energy, all our passion and drive.  And Paul says we are to live our 
Christian faith in the same way we would strive to win a race, “forgetting what lies behind and strain-
ing forward to what lies ahead.  Pressing on toward the goal of the heavenly call in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 
Let me ask you something, are you passionate about your Christian life?  Are you waking up everyday 
biting at the bit  ready to go be like Christ in the world?  Are you training, reading scripture, praying, 
being shaped by Christian community so you can win that heavenly prize? 
 
When you think about serving Jesus does your blood start pumping to you get excited?  Where is your 
passion?  What are you working hard on these days?  What goal brings out your best?  It all depends 
what your goals are in life are and our goals change throughout our lives.  When I was child, my goal 
was to have as much fun as I could.  When I was in school, my goal was to get as good a grade as I 
could.  As an adult, my goals were to find a wonderful woman to marry and have a job that could give 
meaning to my life.  I have economic goals: buy a house, pay off debt, build a nest egg for retirement.   
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

In our professions we have goals, too: advance 
the organization and advance within the or-
ganization.  I’m a pastor so my goal is to keep 
First Lutheran a healthy congregation where 
people of all ages can grow in faith and be 
equipped to live out the gospel in their daily 
lives. We all have goals that animate our lives.  
But today’s scripture calls us to consider all 
that other stuff rubbish when it comes to the 
ultimate goal of the Christian life.  Paul shows 
us what this looks like, he makes a brag list of 
all his accomplishments.  He has a chart to 
show the world that he is worthy, that he has 
arrived, that he is winning.  In his world your 
success was tied to your family and tribe as 
well as how perfectly you followed your reli-
gion.  Paul touts his success a Hebrew of He-
brews, circumcised on the eighth day, not a 
day earlier or later.  He didn’t just follow the 
Law, he was a pharisee, going above and be-
yond the law’s requirements.  He had so much 
passion and zeal that he persecuted early 
Christians who represented a threat to his 
faith.  If you were to judge him according to 
the requirements laid out by the Hebrew Bible 
our Old Testament, he would have been 
blameless.  He scored 10 out of 10, he was first 
place, he was a gold medalist.  He had every 
reason to be proud of who he was and what he 
had done.  But Paul says it’s all rubbish, gar-
bage.  The Greek word is scubala, which is the 
stuff you step in and try to wipe off your shoe.  
A word we wouldn’t want our kids to read in 
the Bible, even if it’s the better translation.  
So, can I imagine all the goals I’ve accom-
plished as scubala, compared with pursuing 
the prize of Christ?  My master’s degree, my 
senior pastor position, my 3,000 square foot 

house, my growing retirement fund - gar-
bage?  All of it, when compared to Christ and 
what he offers me?  The big question, of 
course, is would I be willing to sacrifice it all 
to gain Christ?  Paul was.  He says forget what 
lies behind, don’t put your confidence in that.  
Focus instead on the goal before you, the goal 
of becoming like Jesus, the goal of resurrec-
tion and eternal life.   
 
Make sure you’re running the right race to-
ward a worthy goal.  The goal is Jesus.  To 
know him, to be like him, to serve him and 
then to be with Him forever.  Evaluate your 
life against these goals and let them propel 
you forward.  Does your life look like Jesus’?  
Do you talk like him?  Do you treat other peo-
ple the way Jesus treated other people?  Do 
you serve like him?  Do you pray like Jesus, 
growing deeper in relationship with the Fa-
ther, learning to act upon His commands?  
Where are you investing your treasure?  Is it 
in the stuff of earth or the stuff of heaven?  
Are you sharing your faith, working to help 
others know the love of God?  Are you teach-
ing your children and grandchildren to pray?  
Are you helping them to know the stories of 
the Bible?  Do they know what Jesus did for 
them on the cross? Are you working for jus-
tice, feeding the hungry, giving to the poor?  
We’ve had two ingatherings, since this pan-
demic started, raising money for the hungry 
and each time you’ve surpassed our target 
goal 
Over $3,500 raised this past month on food—
that’s the stuff of heaven, the stuff of Christ.  
That’s the kind of thing we are to be about.  
Why should we make Christ our goal?  Paul 
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says it’s because He made us his goal.  Look at 
the life of Jesus, look at everything he did.  He 
didn’t rest on his laurels in heaven, 
but rather, although he is in the form of God, 
he emptied himself and become human.  He 
spent his life on us, teaching us, healing us, 
loving us.  And then he gave his life for us, sub-
mitting to arrest, torture and death, all for the 
goal of making us His own.  
 
Jesus gave everything for us, we are the prize 
he ran for and the prize he won.  Let us seek 
after him with the same passion and drive.  Let 
us pursue the only goal that matters, life with 
Christ forever. And watch as the world around 
us is blessed and changed as we make whatev-
er sacrifice is necessary to make Christ our 
own. 
 
            -Pastor Travis 

INNKEEPER LIVE!  
 

Friday, October 23, 2020, 6:45 pm. 
Let’s continue our long history of 
supporting Lutheran Family Ser-
vices through their Innkeeper din-
ner which this year will be an 

online event. Join in on the fun, featuring 
agency updates, special guests, a silent auc-
tion, and the  paddle raise. Wear your favorite 
Roaring ’20’s attire, pour yourself a glass of 
champagne, and support LFS from home!  
Tickets:  $25 - Individual or $100 - Patron 
(represent typical cost of attending the din-
ner). First Lutheran also has free tickets to give 
away. Contact marcia@flccs.net to get the link. 
Purchase tickets here https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/
innkeeper. 

MOSAIC FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST:  First 
Lutheran is one of the longest supporters of 
Mosaic, a full service agency helping those 
with intellectual disa-
bilities. Due to Covid 
their annual fundrais-
ing breakfast, Partners 
in Possibilities, will be held online, October 13, 
8:50 am - 9:30 am. 
Join us virtually for a half-hour event and dis-
cover how you can help Mosaic further its mis-
sion of relentlessly pursuing opportunities that 
empower people. To join First Lutheran’s 
group at this event contact marcia@flccs.net. 

mailto:Marcia@flccs.net
https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper
https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper
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OCTOBER YOUTH  
CALENDAR 

 
 
11 - Youth Group Disc Golf or  
  Yoga at Monument Valley Park - Middle 
  School and High School, 1-3 p.m. 
15 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for   
  grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
18 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for  
  grades 6-8, 5-6 p.m. for grades 9-12 
  Topic: Can I be a Christian and believe in 
   evolution? 
  Game: Fall-Themed Cooking Contest 
22 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for    
  grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
25 - Halloween Party on the Lawn, 
  Middle School and High School 1-3 p.m. 

GAME NIGHTS 
 

Previously on the second Monday—will now move 
to the first and third Thursdays with the same 
times:  6-7 p.m. for grades 3 - 5 and 7-8 p.m. for 
grades 6 – 8. 

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
PRESCHOOL— GRADE 5 

SUNDAY WATCH PARTIES 

 
Oct 11 - The Golden Calf – Make a golden calf  
    out  of clay 
Oct 18 - Moses sees God –   Blindfold games 

COME TO OUR GIANT HALLOWEEN PARTY!  
October 31st from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.  
Preschool through grade 5 
 

This event will be similar to trunk or treating but at decorated tables set up on the grass.   
Kids -drop in anytime between 1:00 and 4:00 for trick or treating and Halloween activities on the 
lawn.  Be sure to wear your costume! 
Adults - If you would like to decorate/host a table, help with set up, and/or clean up please email or 
call Shelly:   shelly@flccs.net  or 719.310.2436  

mailto:shelly@flccs.net
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REMIND APP -  
PLEASE SIGN UP 
 
We are transitioning into using Remind 

for youth events rather than sending texts and 
emails with information. To get information for 
youth events you MUST sign up for Remind by  
October 15.  
Both kids and parents are encouraged to sign up for 
Remind. You do not need to download anything; you 
simply sign up with your email, phone number or 
both and you will then receive the messages sent out. 
  
Check the Youth Ministry page at flccs.net for 
the links to sign up. 

Preschool Zoom  11 am Sundays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?
pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09 
 Meeting ID: 811 1672 9866 
Passcode: 648418 
 
Kinder -  Grade 1 Zoom 7 pm on Mondays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?
pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09  
Meeting ID: 826 7726 9758 
Passcode: 005680 
 
Grades 2-3 Zoom 7 pm on Saturdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?
pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09  
Meeting ID: 833 0412 3897 
Passcode: 279846 
 
Grades 4-5  Zoom 7 pm on Tuesdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?
pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09  

Meeting ID: 825 3666 7984 
Passcode: 845972 
Grades 6-7 Zoom 7 pm on Wednesdays (Starting Oct. 
21) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?
pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09  
Meeting ID: 889 0711 7890 
Passcode: 771433 

Middle School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 2-3 
pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?
pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09  
Meeting ID: 881 1638 9552 
Passcode: 367889 
 
High School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 3-4 
pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?
pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09  
Meeting ID: 862 8050 9042 
Passcode: 170834 

New Zoom Links for 
Sunday School &  

Youth Group  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
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BECOME INVOLVED 

EMBRACING THE PROPHETS IN  
CONTEMPORARY CULTURE 
with Rev. Walter Brueggemann 
10 am via Zoom (note time change)  
through October 18, 2020 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
The prophets have left a rich legacy for people of 
faith to study and to help us to understand the 
character of God. They are loved for their poetic 
prose.  But who were the prophets and why did they 
become a voice of such opposition? 
 Join us for this 6-week study for a fresh look at 
these passionate men whose lives were defined 
by their sympathy with God and concern for 
their community. Their extraordinary lives 
provide a lens through which we can view our 
contemporary culture and look for God’s in-
tentions for our lives. 
There is no reading required, but we have sug-
gested readings for each lesson that will enrich 
the study. 
 

October 11                                                       
The Grief of Loss as Divine Judgement 
Amos 6:4. Isaiah 5. 
October 18                           
The Promissory Language that Breaks Despair 
Isaiah 40:1-2, 65:17-18. Luke 1:46-55. Revelation 
22:1-2, 6-7 
 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

FIRST LUTHERAN 
MOM'S GROUP 
Online via Zoom 
8 pm on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
 

Moms of all ages are welcome! 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426 
 

Meeting ID: 851 8482 1426 

POST-CONFIRMATION HIGH 
SCHOOL SMALL GROUPS 
 
Are you missing the small group that you went 
through confirmation with? Are you interested 
in getting back together once a week for some 
time to chat and re-connect? Wednesday night 
LIGHT, our new 7 pm worship service on the 
lawn, features large group breakouts after wor-
ship. We want to create a group that is just for 
you, 10-12 graders. If you are interested, please 
let Michaela know, michaela@flccs.net. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426
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WAYFARER’S GROUP   
 
Meets the third Tuesday of every month at 1:30 p.m. 
in Luther Hall 
 

A new support group has been formed at First 
Lutheran for women who have experienced the 
loss of a husband.  Although each journey is 
unique, there is a common thread that binds us 
together.  Sharing stories, fears, struggles and 
victories with those who understand can be up-
lifting. 
If you would like to be part of this group, please 
contact Marlis Olson at 719-596-4593.   

PEW PARTNERS! 
Let us greet one another! 
 
Every Sunday morning 
many of you would come to 

church and head into the Sanctuary to claim  
your spot in your pew.  Perhaps before the prel-
ude or after the postlude you would chat for a 
moment with the people around you.  Cer-
tainly, most would be accustomed to sharing 
the peace with those scattered around you, 
also in their regular seats. We would like to 
continue that time of community and sharing 
the peace with a monthly Zoom gathering of 
your “pew partners!”  
We’re going to need a little help from you to 
make this happen!  While the pastors and 
Marcia are pretty good at remembering who 
sits where, we can’t remember everything!  If 
you could send us your name, which service 
you attend, and perhaps the names of some of 
the folks that sit near you, we can make it hap-
pen! Please email the information to Pastor 
Carrie carrie@flccs.net and we’ll start to get 
you set up for a virtual sharing of the peace at 
either 9, 10 or 11 am on a Sunday morning in 
the month of October!  
Please note that even if you don’t use a com-
puter or tablet you can call into a zoom meet-
ing with just a phone number, so you might 
not see faces that way, but you’ll be a part of 
the conversation! When groups have been 
formed, we’ll send you an email with your 
zoom link and you’ll be set to share the peace! 
https://flccs.net/ministries/pew-partners  

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION VIRTU-
AL CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
Third Thursday Group - 1:30-3 p.m. 
Colorado Springs Region 
 
Support groups create a safe, confidential, sup-
portive environment and offer a chance for 
participants to develop informal mutual sup-
port and social relationships. They also educate 
and inform participants about dementia and 
help participants develop methods and skills to 
solve problems.  
 

This virtual support group meets once a month 
on the 3rd Thursday from 1:30-3 p.m. using the 
Zoom video conferencing platform. Once you 
have registered, you will be sent information to 
join the Zoom meeting. To register or find out 
more, visit www.alz.org/crf or call our 24/7 
Helpline at 800.272.3900. 

mailto:carrie@flccs.net
file:///C:/Users/Chris/Desktop/Ekklesia/EKK9-2-20_.pub
http://www.alz.org/crf
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

 An online community 
 10 am on Thursdays, via 
Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/209040388?
pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT0
9 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
 

MOLDING CHARACTER THROUGH 
STORYTELLING 
 
Joan Chittister said, "Being a story-teller is the 
essence of growing old." For example, my daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, asked me to write our family's story 
so Oscar, my grandson, would have a family histo-
ry. Being adopted, Elizabeth does not know the 
stories that molded our family. She does not 
know about the hardships my grandparents and 
other relatives had to endure living in Germany 
during two wars. She doesn't know the adversi-
ties that my parents faced finding a new life in 
America as immigrants.  Elizabeth will not be able 
to experience the foundation story of our family 
the way I did.  It is the story of striving against 
adversity and conquering it. It is the story of my 
father losing his business in the Great Depression 
and the pride he felt when he made his last pay-
ment to his creditors and went on to build anoth-
er business. These are some of the stories I heard 

many times as I was growing up, and they played 
an essential role in shaping my character and  
values.  
I want my story to say to Oscar, “This is your 
grandfather, and these stories shaped me.” I want 
him to take pride in his family history and allow 
these stories to shape him. I want to pass on to 
him the values I was taught and passed on to his 
mother. My father taught me to remember I was 
a Maertens, and my actions define not only my-
self, but they also define the family. I was taught 
that I could not control what happens to me in 
life, but I can control how I respond. He said, 
"Honest work has its dignity; never be ashamed 
of what you do, and do your best." My mother 
reminded me of the importance of giving back. 
She said, "Our neighborhood supported our store 
(we owned the local German deli), so we give 
back to the neighborhood." The unwritten family 
motto was, “If you start a project, finish it.” They 
taught by example. They worked hard, did with-
out, without complaining, and made us kids feel 
valued.  
 
We were told the family history as it happened. 
Our extended family suffered in Germany during 
the wars, and our family helped them survive by 
sending food packages after the war. We learned 
that failure happens, but don't let it keep you 
down. Life is not a cakewalk, but life has cake. My 
uncles were bakers and ice cream makers. When 
the family got together, it was a feast of fine food. 
When the meal was over, the adults retired to the 
living room with schnapps. There the stories 
flowed about life and gossip in the old country. 
They also talked about the joys and struggles of 
their friends who needed their help. They spoke 
in German, so we kids wouldn't understand. They 
forgot that the kids understood German, and we 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09


   11 

 

heard things we should not have heard. Stories 
that prepared us for life, "ready or not." 
 

Everyone reading this column has stories that 
are "the catechism of the family." These lessons 
make us wiser and stronger. These stories are 
"the tide that binds us together." It is our respon-
sibility as keepers of the story to be storytellers. 
"Chittister tells us, "Without the passing on of 
these stories, the young ones are a group without 
character, without tradition, without the living 
memory of why they came together in the first 
place." I have always shared the great stories of 
our faith with my children and grandchildren 
because I wanted them to know they were part of 
a more remarkable family, the church family. I 
would open their children's Bible and share the 
story of Abraham's faith, the courage and tenaci-
ty of Moses as he leads the children of Israel into 
the Promised Land. I shared the poetry of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Amos. These prophets were calling 
the people to a vision of justice and peace. I spoke 
to them about their baptism and God's unspoken 
love for us in the words and deeds of Jesus and 
the admonition of "go and do likewise." 
 

The next time the family gets together, don't sit 
wordlessly in front of the T.V.  Put away the 
smartphones and take out the family photo al-
bums. Recount the family history. Storytelling 
offers you two gifts. One is shaping the character 
of your listeners. The other gift is looking inward 
and the opportunity to know yourself.   
 

I want to leave you with two questions. What was 
the most critical part of your family history that 
shaped you? Who would you be if that event was 
not part of your family history? 
  
           -Pastor Maertens             
           hhmaertens@msn.com 

TAX EFFICIENCIES NOW AND IN 
RETIREMENT 
 
When you retire, you leave behind many 
things. However, one thing that will always 
remain is a tax bill. In fact, income taxes may 
very well be your single largest expense in 
retirement. It’s critical to have a solid 
understanding of the tax status of your 
investments so you can make informed 
decisions and avoid paying more than you 
need to. Topics include the following: 
• How future tax changes may create the 

potential for higher taxes 
• Ways to create tax-free retirement income 
• How to work efficiently within your 

current tax brackets. 
Thrivent is offering a free Zoom webinar on 
Monday, October 12,  at 5 p.m. If you are 
interested, email Cheryl Mahon at 
cheryl.mahon@thrivent.com and she will send 
you the Zoom code and password. 

mailto:hhmaertens@msn.com
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through  
September 30           $1,484,355.00 
 
Year to Date  Income through September 30  -  
  Unreconciled         $1,335,870.00 
  
Amount behind for the year   $    148,485.00 

Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are coming for any of 
the above services by signing up on the 
Connection card, emailing Marcia– 
marcia@flccs.net or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

FALL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  ON THE FRONT LAWN 
 
• Midweek Services every Wednesday 

with Holy Communion at 9 a.m. and  
        7 p.m. 
 
• Sunday Morning Watch Party at 10 a.m. 
 with activities for kids  
 Holy Communion 
 
All services will continue as weather 
permits. 

 
Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office at 
719.632.8836. 
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WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server.  
We do not drop anyone off our database list 
unless asked. If you do accidently unsubscribe 
yourself, you may resubscribe at this address: 
https://mailchi.mp/flccs/signup 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

PRAYER VENTURES 

• Give thanks for the good we do together 
through ELCA World Hunger and our part-
ners, responding to the critical needs of 
people everywhere. Pray that our work will 
bring hope and relief to communities in 
need and will foster sustainable solutions 
that get at the root causes of hunger and 
poverty. 

 
• When forgiving someone is difficult, pray 

for the patience and mercy toward others 
that Jesus describes to Peter — the same 
inexhaustible patience and mercy God has 
demonstrated toward us. 

 
• Reflect on members of your congregation 

and community and pray for specific people 
who are grieving, celebrating or trying to 
sort out their lives right now, or who simply 
could use our thanks and gratitude. 

 
• Pray that our acts of generosity will be driv-

en by our faith, without partiality, restraint, 
the promise of reward or recognition, or 
the expectation of earning God’s favor. 

 
• Ask the Spirit to help and inspire us as we 

deliver messages of hope, joy, truth, unity, 
positive change and God’s kindness in the 
world. 
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group: 

October 11 
Dale Dunson 
Ken Johnson 
Jeff Johnson 
Lisa Nelson 
Phil Palm 
Susan Shipley 
Ellen Smith 
Cathy Stanley 
Janice Zerbe 
 
October 12 
Lillian Bigelow 
John Collier 
Deb Grove 
Angie Hesselberg 
Diana Nelson 
Amilu Stewart 
Janna Winkle 
 
October 13 
Sue Hyskell 
Kathlynn Jackson 
David Nehme 
Linda Winter 

October 14 
Caden Barness 
Don Hoerl 
Scott Kleine 
Dana Olson 
Naomi Valle 
 
October 15 
Taylor Johnson 
Trudy Lans 
 
October 16 
Larry Bagley 
Amber Benfield 
Jean Boehnke 
Cheryl Pixley 
 
October 17 
Maxwell Clark 
Leslie Giardano 
Elizabeth Haver 
Dave Uddenberg 
Kaiya Walker 
 
 

October 11 
Charlie & Stacey Huebner - 17 years 
 
October 12 
Pete & Lani Schladweiler -  46 years 
 
October 13 
Nicole & David Moreno - 15 years 
Bill Perry & Amilu Stewart - 13 years 
 
October 14 
Clark & Candi Gaddie - 25 years 
Dave & Ti Kagarise - 25 years 
Joy & Mark Stewart - 9 years 
 
October 16 
Tanya & Keith Charbonneau - 16 years 
Justin & Amber Jack - 16 years 
 
October 17 
Douglas & Naoko Kohlhepp - 28 years 
Randy & Kristin Kosley - 28 years 
Mike & Pam Steffen - 33 years 
 
 
 

Ekklesia - Online & Print 
 
If you usually read the Ekklesia online and also 
get a print copy, please consider cancelling the 
print copy. If you would no longer like to 
receive the print copy, please email the church 
office at flc@flccs.net, or call the office at 
719.632.8836.  
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Annie & Family 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Bill 
Jacque Bokelman 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
John Braden 
Brenda Brady 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
Monika Cline 
Greg Consoullis 
Joyce Cook 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Bill Duven 
Dr. Steve Friberg 
Shane Fross 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
The Michael Harris Family 
Harry & Larry 
Lindsay Hart 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Beverly Hodges 
Marian Hollingsworth 
Gary Howe 
Terry James 
Josh Jones 
John & Dorothy Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 

MaryLee Lane 
Lois 
Jay McCoy 
Rangelee & Eric Meza 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Shari Olson 
Gary Peck 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Roberta Robertson 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
The Celia Snyder Family 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Bev Strecker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Tom Tiktin 
Jim Underwood 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
The William Weber Family 
Andrew Wheeler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 
Jim Zeeb 
Michael & Carmen Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family of 

STEPHEN KRANTZ 
Vic and Dana Olson’s son-in-law, 

Anita's husband;  
Haley, Kelsey and Alex's father;  

grandfather of one.   
His memorial service will be next week in 

Flower Mound, Texas. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, February 13, 1927.  
The women of the United Lutheran Church 
have undertaken the task of providing a Girl’s 
Hall for Midland College.  Surely there are some 
of our women who will want to have a share in 
the enterprise, for it is going to be a success and 
will stand as a monument to the enterprise and 
liberality of our Lutheran women. 
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THE PEEL HOUSE - BEFORE & AFTER 
Construction is underway! Here’s what happened this week... 

Kitchen dismantled 

Parlor - fireplace dismantled, 
west side  

Front room - where stage used to be, 
north end of parlor 

Wall between kitchen and pantry 
coming down 


