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First Lutheran has a long history of generosity supporting Lutheran Family 
Services with our giving of time and ministry dollars. They do outstanding 
work in the community supporting foster care and adoptions services, vul-
nerable populations that include older adults and those with disabilities, 
parents who need respite through KPC and with the refugee and asylee 
program. This year they will be       to serve Afghan refugees. 
One of the most fun ways to support these programs is to attend the Inn-
keeper Dinner!  There is always a silent auction with amazing items for bid 
(including a dinner cooked and served by Pastor Travis and Pastor Carrie in 
the Peel House!), a paddle raise benefit, and speakers that will share with 
you the amazing work that LFS is doing!  All of this, and a fantastic night 
out at the newly reopened Flying W Ranch, a Colorado Springs icon! 
 

Come and join us for a great evening that benefits so many in our 
community!  Tickets can be purchased here:  
      https://www.lfsrm.org/event/innkeeper/ 

ANNUAL LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES  
ROCKY MOUNTAIN (LFSRM)  

INNKEEPER DINNER 

Flying W Ranch 
October 12, 5-8 p.m. 

 
Tickets: $85 per person 

 
Join us at the Flying W Ranch 
in Colorado Springs for Square 
Dancing, Dinner, Live Auction 

and more! Wear your best  
Western wear.   

https://www.lfsrm.org/event/innkeeper/
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From the Pastor 

The Peel House opened in grand fashion back on August 22nd with a parade, ribbon cutting and remarks and 
tours of the house while it was filled with members having a look at the renovation!  It was a beautiful (and real-
ly hot) day to remember in the life of the congregation.  So you might be wondering…now what?   
 

Since then, we have had two additional open houses, one welcoming our neighbors from the Old North End, 
and another inviting our ministry partners and local non-profits.  These were great opportunities to share our 
vision for how the Peel House will be a place for gathering our congregation and community together in part-
nership. The open houses were a wonderful time to connect with our neighbors. We were able to share with 
them the renovation of the Peel House but also the ministry and mission of First Lutheran Church. Since that 
time, we have seen many of those families again, joining us for worship on Sunday morning. 
 

In September we opened the Peel House to outside groups who have wanted to host meetings or events in the 
new space.  To date we have either made reservations or hosted over 17 outside groups in addition to 19 weekly 
support groups, Wednesday Night Light small groups and 6+ additional church ministries.  We are planning to 
host two Advent Teas in December and invite the community to join us. Halloween night will include using the 
Peel House for a place to warm up and have restrooms available.  It has been a joy to see our youth head over the 
house, grab a handful of candy in the kitchen and make their way to the Youth Center to hang out and play 
games!  I’m filled with gratitude seeing this gift come to life in ministry and mission. 
 

We are taking very limited reservations into 2022 as we are using this time with current reservations to assess 
the staff time and cost in hosting different groups throughout the week.  By mid-December we should have 
enough initial information to know what our staff needs are to maintain the facility and to offer generous hos-
pitality to those who are using this space. It also allows us to make certain that we are serving our own groups 
and the support group program, remembering that we are all a part of the community and want to work in part-
nership with each other.   
 

Another exciting development, something that was a part of the original dream when this house was re-
dedicated to Pastor Peel on June 26, 2016, was the possibility to once again host a ministry partner on our site.  
This would allow an organization to use ministry dollars for ministry and not increased administrative over-
head.  Years ago, we hosted Lutheran Family Services Refugee and Asylee Program and we are so pleased they 
will be returning later this year.  The third level will be finished, thanks to a generous member donation, and 
will be used along with two rooms on the second level to host this organization.  LFSRM is grateful for this part-
nership, as are we, doing God’s work, better together. 
 

In the weeks to come, we’ll share more with you about the usage of the building, the policies that are still being 
crafted and changed as we learn more about sharing this gift.  We hope that you too are enjoying this new 
space, greeting new visitors who might have been drawn in through this renovation, and dreaming about ways 
that you think we can utilize this space for God’s mission in the world.   
 
                                  Blessings, Pastor Carrie 



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

OCTOBER 3, 2021 
MARK 10:2-16  
UNEXPECTED 

We begin a new sermon series today looking at Mark, Chapter 10. Everything Jesus does in this chapter falls 
under the title of our series “unexpected.” We all have an idea of who Jesus is and what Jesus should do. But 
invariably Jesus surprises us, goes in a direction we didn’t expect and refuses to be predictable. 
  
In our lesson for today the Pharisees, those religious authorities—think pastors and bishops come to test Je-
sus. Mark lays it out clearly that this is a test. If you give them the benefit of the doubt, then you’d say they are 
just trying to figure this Jesus out. What does he stand for, where does he land on various issues? I do that 
whenever I interview someone for a position at the church, “What do you believe about God, about salvation, 
about the Bible?” I test them. Maybe that’s what the Pharisees are doing. Or maybe they have already decided 
they don’t like Jesus and that he is a threat to their authority and teaching. And so, they are asking him ques-
tions deliberately designed to trip him up, get him in trouble, lower his popularity with the people. The ques-
tion they come up with, in either case, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” You can hear the crowd im-
mediately get quiet, feeling the tension of the question, wanting to see how Jesus would respond. It would be 
like me asking you, “Should it be lawful for a woman to have an abortion?” or “Should it be lawful for two peo-
ple of same gender to be married?”  
 
These are hot questions, full of controversy and real-world implications. How Jesus answers matters for the 
kind of decisions people make and how their lives end up. And even today, don’t we get nervous at the ques-
tion? Divorce is part of our lives too, almost every one of us has been affected by divorce one way or another. 
Raise your hand if you or someone in your family has been divorced? You see, this isn’t a merely academic 
question they’ve asked Jesus. It affects all of us, myself included. My parents were divorced before I was in kin-
dergarten. My dad went on to be married and divorced another four times. My mother remarried as well when 
I was in third grade, and they are still happily married; I just spent a week of amazing family time with them in 
Disney World. So, when the Pharisees ask, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” I’m leaning in to see 
what Jesus will say. And my expectation is that Jesus will give the most loving answer, the answer most filled 
with grace, and I think I know what that answer is; it’s the answer I would give if the Pharisees asked me that 
question. I would say, confidently and strongly, “Well, it depends.”  I know people whose marriages are so de-
structive and harmful to them, their children, and their communities that they should have divorced years ago. 
I’ve known men and women in abusive marriages that they had no business remaining in. But I’ve also known 
people who were considering divorce when they just needed to confess some sin and get some counseling. I’ve 
known people who wondered if they should get divorced because they felt stymied in pursuit of selfish dreams 
and they needed counsel to find a way to bring their spouse along with them in their dreams. And I’ve known 
several couples who overcame the infidelity of their spouse and through confession, repentance, forgiveness 
and time are still happily married. So, I expect Jesus to say what I would say, “It depends.” Don’t we all expect   



4  

 

Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

Jesus to say what we would say? Secretly don’t 
we really just want Jesus to affirm our beliefs and 
assumptions? We want Jesus to stay in his box as 
we’ve designed it. But Jesus doesn’t live in our boxes, 
and he doesn’t answer the Pharisees the way I would 
expect. He asks them what Moses said, “What’s the 
law,” he asks, “how do you interpret it?” And they 
answer that Moses allowed for divorce. At which 
point Jesus really surprises us because he goes 
against Moses, goes against the law as laid out in 
scripture. He doubles down on a strict interpretation 
that divorce is the commission of adul-
tery. Maybe it’s too harsh to say Jesus went against 
Moses because Jesus’ answer is rooted in scripture, 
rooted in Genesis and God’s invention of marriage. 
He teaches that, “God made them male and female, 
for this reason a man shall leave his father and moth-
er and be joined to his wife and the two shall become 
one flesh. So, they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.” Of course, this offends our modern sensi-
bilities in a myriad of ways. We want Jesus to say 
something else.  

  
But put that aside for a moment and ask yourself, 
why does Jesus answer the way that he does? What’s 
behind his answer? Jesus wants us to remember the 
good of marriage, its holiness and sacredness.  
Marriage isn’t a relationship of convenience; it isn’t 
something casual that you get in and out of at will.   
Marriage is a creation of God where male, and fe-
male become one flesh. Anything Jesus says about 
divorce is rooted in that fundamental defini-
tion that marriage is two people whom God has 
joined together. Those of you who are married, 
do you understand this? Do you know that your 
spouse has been united to you by God? Do you treat 
your relationship as sacred and holy? Do you care for 

your spouse the way you care for yourself? Over and 
over again through the New Testament the writers 
return to this concept of union, and one flesh. Even 
the controversial passages about submission begin 
with the call that we submit to one another in our 
marriage and treat the other as part of our own 
body.  
How many marriages would be healed if both part-
ners treated the other as equal to themselves? How 
many marriages would be put back on strong foun-
dations if both partners understood their relation-
ship to be sacred, holy, God given? God cares about 
your marriage. God made it and wants to protect it 
because it can bless you, your children and your 
community. When Jesus answered this question 
from the Pharisees it was a time that if a man di-
vorced his wife the woman and children would be 
left in a very precarious position. 
By strengthening the teaching against divorce, Jesus 
aims to protect women and children.  
 
The passage that follows is another example of Jesus 
doing the unexpected. Rather than dismiss the chil-
dren vying for his attention and being shooed away 
by the disciples, Jesus welcomes the children into his 
midst, holds them in his arms and blesses them. Any 
of you who have been through divorce  
know how hard it is on children. I’m 44 years old and 
still realizing parts of me that are in reaction to 
a divorce I experienced but can’t even remember. 
Divorce is painful and hard, and children often bear 
the brunt. Sometimes we focus so much on the ques-
tion of is it right or wrong, allowed or disallowed.   
I don’t think that’s where Jesus’ focus is. His answer 
is one of love and grace and concern for 
the vulnerable. He doesn’t want people abandoning 
their marriage on a whim or for selfish desires  
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because he knows there is collateral damage, and 
Jesus will always focus on the most vulnerable.  
 
That said, I also want to speak to you who are di-
vorced. I’m sorry for the way the church has made 
you to feel ashamed or shunned. I’m sorry for the 
failure of the church to come alongside you when 
you were going through divorce and feeling all the 
pain and confusion and anger. I’m sorry for any 
way Christians failed to be with you as you grieved 
your marriage and made the best decision you knew 
how to make. Jesus is not like that. Jesus was with 
you in your divorce and is with you now, grieving 
with you, guiding you, giving you hope for the path 
ahead. When something beautiful and sacred is bro-
ken and fails to live up to the hopes we had, God 
doesn’t sit on the sidelines and yell at us for being 
bad people. No, we live in a broken world, and God 
enters into the brokenness, comes alongside us and 
lifts us up. God does not want us to carry shame 
around for the rest of our lives; that’s why Jesus went 
to the cross, to take our shame and sin 
and failure and exchange it for life and hope and 
peace. And God calls his people to come along side all 
who are hurting to lift them up and lend them 
strength. It’s complicated, isn’t it? And it may seem 
like I’m trying to have it both ways. On one hand, to 
lift up marriage as a creation of God never to be bro-
ken. And on the other hand, acknowledging that 
sometimes the marriage needs to end, and God is 
there too, helping us pick up the pieces. In my own 
life I’m glad my parents got divorced, even though 
there must have been so much pain and I’ve experi-
enced my share of the repercussions. But God 
worked through that divorce to give my mom a new 
loving husband and my brother and I a stable loving 
home that launched us into healthy lives.  

Maybe that’s the most unexpected thing about how 
Jesus works in our lives, lifting up the ideal and en-
couraging us to recognize the gifts of God, 
but also giving grace and healing and redemption 
when the ideal fails and our hopes are dashed. Jesus 
says to us today, “Let the little children come to me; 
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs.” People of God, we are all 
little children. Little children who are doing the best 
we can without knowing everything we should. 
We are children who make mistakes, who enjoy hap-
py innocence, who just want to be loved. Children 
drawn to Jesus. And he will allow nothing to prevent 
us from coming into his arms. Come you who are 
married and rest in the arms of Jesus who heals and 
strengthens your relationship. Come you who are 
divorced and rest in the arms of Jesus who loves you 
and will heal your heart. Come you who are single, 
and rest in the arms of Jesus who will always be by 
your side. Come you who don’t have it all figured out, 
who are doing the best you can. Come you who are 
sinners and you who are saints and all of us who are 
both. Come you who are children into the arms of 
Jesus. For it is to you that the Kingdom of God be-
longs. Each and every one of you. In a complicated 
and often cruel world, you are God’s children and 
you are loved.  Amen.  
 
              -Pastor Travis 
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We are excited to welcome Pam Haines to our staff team here at First. Pam will be working special events (at the 
discretion of Pastor Carrie)  including memorial services and Peel House events with Pastor Carrie, Cheryl and 

our volunteers.  She is a fantastic hostess, a creative spirit, and a woman of faith; her 
gifts will be a blessing to the ministries of First.  Here is a little bit more about Pam:  
 
“Growing up in the Midwest, farm country as we know it, there always seemed to be 
some kind of family event going on.  My mom was a regular Martha Stewart, before 
anyone knew who Martha was.  The name has stuck with me over the years as I have 
followed along in my mother’s footsteps.  Fluff, fluff and more fluff.  Christmas trees, 
holiday tables, displays…the list goes on.   

 
I married my husband Bob in February of 1989.  We set off on our adventure as a military couple, stationed with 
the 101st Airborne in Clarksville, Tennessee.  It was there that I learned the ropes of the family support group.  
Lots of meetings, lots of food, and a lot of families that became your own in a very short time.  It was great to 
have instant family each time we moved and has helped our children, Cody and Todd, with new friendships 
along the way.  Moving over the years taught me to keep things simple and purge was the word.   
 
In 2003 we finally settled here in Colorado Springs.  As a child I vacationed many times here with local family.  
Family back home loved the Colorado connection.  I worked for a few different places and then landed a job in 
the HR department of a local school district.  The scale of events grew overnight.  Themed parties for the staff, 
holiday parties and awards and retirement banquets.  So much fun, coming up with ideas for the next event.  
Eventually I moved on and took a break for a while to focus on family life.   
 
Imagine being asked to help here at First Lutheran with something that I absolutely love doing.  Table décor, 
bows and food displays.  Being a hostess for our church and for our community, how could I not say anything 
but YES!!  Serving our church and community with a little more sparkle…I am very excited to join a team of 
wonderful, fun-loving and Christ-focused staff members.   
 

PAM HAINES - SPECIAL EVENTS 
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BIOGRAPHIES FROM 2022 COUNCIL CANDIDATES 
VOTE FOR FOUR AT THE OCTOBER 17 ANNUAL MEETING 

 
Larry Bagley 
After 55 years of marriage, Bonnie and I have one daughter, Dawn Neeley; and two granddaughters 
Vanessa (19, a sophomore attending Long Beach State) and Victoria (14, a freshman attending Ram-
part High School).  Until 1993, I moved around quite a bit – my dad was in the Air Force, and I was in 
the Air Force for 26 years. After my Air Force retirement, Bonnie and I moved back to Colorado 

Springs permanently, and I worked for a DoD contractor for 15 years.  Then, after a term on City Council, I re-
tired for real.  I have been an active member of First Lutheran for over 25 years and would be honored to serve on 
the Church Council. 
In the next four years I hope First Lutheran continues the outstanding Ministry in Christ for the Congregation, 
and the community at large with increased Service and outreach to: 
• The disadvantaged (homeless, poor, handicapped, and specifically children in need.) 
• Those members who have left First Lutheran in the recent past. 
• Potential new members. 
 

Mike Bauer 
I retired from plumbing after 32 years and then became a substitute teacher for the next 13 years.  I 
have been watching grandkids for the last 4 years. I have been a lifetime member of First Lutheran 
since 1956 when the church was on Platte and Weber Street. Growing with the church and then bring-
ing up my own family in the church has meant more to me than I can really say.  I am so proud now to 
see my grandkids playing handbells and participating in GOLA.  Cindy and I are founding participants 

in GOLA and have helped to create and develop it to what it is today.  We are excited to see this continue to grow 
and change into the future. 
I would like to see the church continue to evolve under Pastor Norton and Pastor Carrie.  I think we have gotten 
though the worst of COVID with grace, even though I’m sure everyone has struggled with “the right thing to do” 
about everything when making decisions.  Those must be great discussions and I would be happy to participate 
and give input from my perspective. 
 

Tad Goodenbour  
Thank you for the opportunity to become a member of the Congregation Council.  I have been a resi-
dent of Colorado Springs for forty years.  I am a CPA and have been in practice for forty years.  Until 
this past May I was a partner with BKD, LLP and am now a Managing Director in BKD’s National 
Tax Office as I reached the Firm’s mandatory partner retirement age.  I am not ready to retire and 
BKD gave me an opportunity to continue on in this new role. 

I have been a member of First Lutheran for approximately fifteen years and attended for a number of years prior 
to becoming a member.  The leadership of First has taken the difficulties of the pandemic and have embraced this 
opportunity to try new services, worship opportunities and programs, first by necessity and now by choice due to 
the initial success.  It is my hope that our congregation embraces the efforts of our staff and leadership as they 
find innovative ways to encourage growth of our congregation and provide meaningful worship opportunities, 
programs, and fellowship to our existing members.  Thank you again for this opportunity. 
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David Jarmuth 
I have been going to church since birth.  I spent my early years in the United Church of Christ before 
joining First Lutheran Church in 1991.  I have had one prior stint on Council at First Lutheran from 
2007-2009.  I am married with two kids (Daniel, 21 and Kelli, 15).  I have been a Software Engineer for 
over 25 years in the financial and semiconductor industries. 

My hopes for First Lutheran in the next four years are to see attendance get back up across all age groups.    
 

Mary Peet 
My husband Marlyn and I moved to Colorado Springs 35 years ago to be close to the mountains and 
all the activities they offer. For years we were avid hikers, back country skiers, rafters, etc. We’ve 
slowed a bit, but the outdoors continues to be an important part of our lives. 
Professionally, I’m a Registered Dietitian/ Nutritionist. I worked over 20 years at Memorial Hospital, 
and then 10 years at the VA Clinic before retiring three years ago. I feel strongly about promoting 

health and wellness. 
I was born Lutheran (Missouri Synod), some of you know what I mean. When Marlyn and first moved to Colora-
do Springs I think we visited every Lutheran church in town. First Lutheran was a welcoming and active com-
munity of faith and we’ve been members ever since.  
 I feel being part of the Congregation Council is a service to the church that has been a part of my life for 35 
years. My hopes for First Lutheran in the next four years:  
• Dealing with the pandemic.  Covid is not going away soon. Our pastors and church staff have done a great 

job guiding the congregation during this difficult time and will need all our support to continue to have 
First be an example of Christian responsibility.   

• Making the Sanctuary more accessible to persons with disabilities. I know this is already a priority. We 
need to identify specific goals for the project to meet the needs of all.  It’s more than a remodeling project. 

• Continuing to build on current strengths, such as utilization of the Peel House, youth ministry, working 
with other churches/ organizations to demonstrate Christianity. 

 

Vincent Spanziani  
About me: I am originally from Colorado. I moved back, about 7 years ago, for work at Colorado 
Springs Utilities where I am the Control System Lead for the drinking water department. In that 
role, I manage all of the people who maintain the instruments to produce drinking water in the 
treatment plants. Prior to coming back, I worked as a traveling field service engineer for 5 years. In 
that role, I traveled the world preforming commissioning and startup for water treatment plants. I 
have a background in Electrical and Control Engineering, and way too many hobbies for my own 

good. I love trying to learn new things. I have been a Lutheran my entire life and have many fond memories of 
my time in youth group. My wife, Leslie, and I have 5 children, 4 boys ages 16, 10, 5,1, and one girl age 8. You can 
imagine our days are filled with a lot of excitement.  
I have been attending First Lutheran since I returned to Colorado. My hopes for First Lutheran are, having ex-
perienced our Sunday School though my children, I would like to continue our outreach to bring in the children 
of our community. I would also like to see a greater participation from our youth in the church. We have several 

BIOGRAPHIES, cont. 
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very active youth groups, such as the KICK team; I would like to see an expansion into some of the church roles 
and community volunteer opportunities. Lastly, I would like to see how we can further leverage the gifts that we 
have from God in First Lutheran to help those in need. I feel I would be a great Council member with my expo-
sure to different perspectives and leadership skills. 
 

Betsy Tuma:  
I am a third-generation member of First Lutheran Church. So many of my most important memo-
ries of growing up and my faith formation happened within these walls and with you, the members 
of First Lutheran Church. My husband John and I were married in the Sanctuary nearly 20 years 
ago. I have been active as a Confirmation guide and in Women’s ministries.  Professionally, I hold a 
Master of Fine Arts degree with a concentration in Design Thinking - an empathy-based problem-

solving methodology.  I teach graphic design and serve as an assessment coach at Pikes Peak Community Col-
lege.  John and I share a home with my mother, our two teenagers, and a handful of pets. My hobbies include 
reading, painting, theater, and spending time with friends and family.  
My hopes for First Lutheran Church in the next four years are that we can focus on building community within 
our existing congregation by:  
• Creating avenues for the formation of intergenerational relationships 
• Empowering our older members to share their gifts within the church  
• Providing opportunities for spiritual growth for all ages to ensure that no member is left behind in our ever-

changing world.  
• Creating/continuing outreach programs within our community to welcome visitors into our fold  
• Supporting our neighbors through acts of service  
• Being a safe space for difficult and uncomfortable conversations, situations, and personal growth.  
•  Continuing to support Within the larger church global missions, Lutheran Family Services, and the ELCA 
 
Cris Waters:  

I grew up in and was confirmed at First Lutheran back in the 80s and 90s. I went to college at Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas, and remained in Texas for about 25 years. I have a BFA in 
Ballet and a BA in English from TCU. My family and I moved back to Colorado Springs in 2018. My 
husband Rick works at Focus on the Family. We have two children; Ethan is 16 and Lucy is 12. I've 
worked for Thomson Reuters for 22 years, working from home for the last eight years. My group pro-

duces manuals and software tools for accountants and CPAs. I previously served on Church Council at St. Paul 
Lutheran in Fort Worth, for a year as an at-large member, and two years as secretary. For hobbies I enjoy reading, 
baking, and gardening, and I love being back in a climate where you can actually enjoy being outdoors!  
My biggest hope for First Lutheran in the next four years would be that the congregation will join with the staff in 
putting energy toward our youth programs, and that we can help our kids make connections with each other, but 
also with other members who come alongside them to teach, support, and mentor. I also hope that we can be 
wise and faithful stewards of our congregation's gifts, whether that be financial, physical buildings, or time, en-
ergy, and effort, so that all these things are able to endure for a long time to come. 
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MENTAL HEALTH SERIES FOR YOUTH AND PARENTS 
 

This is a 3-part series of education events led by Brittany Riffle, MSW, Assistant Director at Educa-
tion for a Lifetime for parents and youth regarding mental health care. The events would be best 
taken together, but do not have to be. You can come to any of the events and receive quality educa-
tion around this hard topic.  
• October 17th, 1-3 p.m. at First Lutheran -  Who Can Relate? (for students)  
• November 13th (place and time still TBD) -  Mental Health First Aid (for everyone)  
More information to come. 
 
In This Together - Youth Suicide Prevention and Mental Health (For Parents) 
October 10 from 1-3 p.m.  
First Lutheran (childcare available) 
 

This talk will help parents learn why and how to have a conversation with your student(s) about 
mental health and suicide. David Galvan, the director of Education for a Lifetime, will share with 
you techniques for creating conversations with your students, recognizing signs of mental illness/
suicide, as well as the local resources available to you and your students. This time will be a great 
chance to connect with other parents, and leave feeling equipped and empowered! 
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BOARD THE BUS TO ITALY! 
LUNCH WITH DEACON 
JOAN AT PARAVICINI'S 
ITALIAN BISTRO  
 

Grades 9 – 12 
The van leaves First Lutheran at 12 p.m.  
 
We are heading out for lunch again, this time 
with Deacon Joan. The bill is on us, so bring a 
friend and be prepared to eat some delicious 
food together! Meet in the parking lot after the 11 
a.m. service. Permission forms are required for 
friends. 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL  - SUNDAY 
MORNINGS 
 
For Sunday mornings this fall, we will be offer-
ing a special opportunity for middle school and 
high school students in the Peel House Youth 
Center. Join us at 9:30 a.m. as we journey 
through the Bible, but this time through differ-
ent art mediums and techniques. We opened 
last week with an exploration of The Bible as Art 
Form. The Bible itself is a beautiful expression of 
human experience, complete with narrative and 
poetry. Then as people began to copy Bibles for 
people to read and see, they added beautiful art 
using gold leaf, paint, and beautiful calligraphy. 
For the rest of the fall, we will be exploring dif-
ferent stories from the Bible and teaching you 
different artistic techniques. Each week you will 
add a new entry into your own journal that will 
become like a Bible of sorts, filled with stories 
and reflections of not only the way you experi-
ence the words of the Bible, but how you can 
express those thoughts through calligraphy, wa-
tercolor, charcoal, pastels, creative writing, and 
many other art mediums. We hope you can join 
us for this creative time in the Old Testament. 
No skills are needed for this class, the point is to 
learn new art mediums and techniques! 
Class led by Chris Lieber, Neil Mahon, and April 
Benson with special guest appearances through-
out the year. 

 
 
 
JULY 24-28, 2022, MINNEAPOLIS 
Contact Shelly or Michaela for more infor-
mation: 
shelly@flccs.net          michaela@flccs.net 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
TRAIL TREKKERS 
       MEETS ON THURSDAY 
MORNINGS, 9 A.M. 
 

Note:  A reminder will be sent 
to you prior to each hike.  Please "reply" by  
e-mail to "sign up." 

October 7 – Red Rock Canyon Open Space 
(Colorado Springs) 
Directions:  meet in the main parking lot (near 
the porta potty), 3550 W. High Drive 
 
Red Rock Canyon is characterized by a series of 
canyons and ridges and uplifted red sandstone 
offering views and sheltered enclaves.  Lunch is 
optional after the hike. 
(4 miles; moderately easy)   
 

October 14 – Lizard Rock (north of Lake 
George) 
Directions:  meet at the Safeway parking lot, 
3275 W. Colorado Ave., se corner of the lot 
 
This really looks like an iguana crouching atop 
a mountain.  The trail begins at Spruce Grove 
Campground and winds its way into the lovely 
Lost Creek Wilderness, encountering pondero-
sa pines, aspen and quartz-decorated boulders.  
We’ll have lunch overlooking a beautiful aspen 
grove.  (5 miles; rated moderate with elevation 
gain.) 
 

October 21 – no hike 

IT’S TIME TO GOGH! 
Thursday, January 20, 2022 
Meet at FLC at 8:30 a.m. 
Tickets, $40; purchase by Thursday, October 13, 
2021 
 

Van Gogh that is!  The OWLs are heading to 
Denver to visit the Immersive van Gogh exhibit. 
“Astonishing in scale and breathtakingly imagi-
native, you will experience Van Gogh’s art in a 
completely new and unforgettable way.” The 
group will travel to Denver in a chartered bus, 
so there is no need to worry about traveling in 
potential weather. We will arrive in time for the 
11 a.m. show. Sign up here https://bit.ly/3EF21dt 
or call the church at 719.632.8836 to sign up.  
denvervangogh.com 

https://bit.ly/3EF21dt
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Do you want to volunteer, but you’re unsure about how to do something? 
Here is your chance to learn. Cheryl is offering short training sessions for 
each of the volunteer positions below. No need to sign up; just show up! 

 9:00 10:30 12:00 Location 

10/10/2021 Ministry Gatherings Ministry Gatherings Ministry Gatherings Ministry Gatherings 

10/17/2021 How to Set Up Com-
munion 

How to Clean Up 
Communion 

How to Clean Up 
Communion 

Gathering Place Kitch-
en 

10/24/2021 How to Serve as a 
Friendship Visitor 

How to Serve as a 
Friendship Visitor 

How to Serve as a 
Friendship Visitor 

Gathering Place 

                   SIGN UP ELECTRONICALLY FOR EVENTS AT THE 
                 WELCOME CENTER 
 
             If you don’t have a smart phone, you may now register and pay for events  
           (OWLs, concerts, theater, etc.) on a tablet at the Welcome Center! 
          If you do own a smart phone, make sure you download the “Church by Ministry   
        One” app. Take a photo of this QR code to download the app to your phone. 
        
     What you may do on the app: 
      * Church directory at your fingertips 

    * Access online worship and Bible studies 
   * Pull up your small group rosters 
    * Sign up for events 
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

First Wednesday of each month 
Next meeting:  November 3, 7 p.m. 
                Peel House, Room 201 
 
 
Marrow: A Love Story  by 
Elizabeth Lesser is the 
selection for November.  
 
A mesmerizing and 
courageous memoir: the 
story of two sisters 
uncovering the depth of their love through the 
life-and-death experience of a bone marrow 
transplant.  
 
December ‘s selection - Little Women  

WEIDNER FIELD FREE TOUR 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
Meet at the church at 11:15 a.m., depart 11:30 
a.m. 
Deadline for sign up: Friday, October 15, 2021 
 
Switchbacks at Weidner Field – “My City, My 
Team!”  Weidner Field is the new downtown 
stadium in Colorado Springs.  The OWLs have 
been invited to take a FREE behind-the-scenes 
tour of the 8000-seat new stadium.  You will 
see the cork and coconut field turf, the Found-
ers, Sky Phil Long, and Field Clubs, the Luxury 
Suites and the Epicenter Sculpture weighing 
in at 700K pounds.   
We will enjoy lunch FIRST at the newly reno-
vated space that once housed downtown trol-
ley cars – CO.A.T.I. (Colorado Automatic Trol-
ley Interchange). There are eight stalls ranging 
from Korean street eats to Texan-Creole 
mashups to Denver imports like Fat Sully’s 
and Dos Santos Tacos.  
The tour of the stadium is at 2:00 p.m. Please 
sign up here https://bit.ly/3lYQHAi, 
or call the church at 719.632.8836 to sign up.   

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

The next meeting for A Place to Talk is  
Thursday, October 14, at 10 a.m. in the  
Fireside Room. The topic of discussion is what 
you need to know and do in order to stay in your 
own home as you age. Handouts from the  
Department of Aging will be distributed to 
guide our discussion. 
 
Pastor Maertens 

https://bit.ly/3lYQHAi
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SPACE FOUNDATION DISCOVERY CENTER 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 
Meet at the church at 9:00 a.m., depart 9:15 a.m.; Cost:  $7.50 
 

Space Foundation’s Discovery Center is the region’s first and only dedicated space, science, and 
technology center.  It is an interactive, education-focused destination that advances science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in the exciting context of space exploration, devel-
opment and utilization (discoverspace.org)  A docent will take our group to the Science on a Sphere 3D 
projection area for a 20-25 minute tour, then we will go through the gallery for a self-guided tour to 
see the Mars Viking Lander, Scott Carpenter Station, scale model rockets and Soviet and US space 
suits and several other exhibits.  Our lunch stop will be at Marigold Café & Bakery.  Please choose 
your entrée during sign-up.  Please sign up here https://bit.ly/3aakbpw, or call the church at 
719.632.8836 to sign up. Deadline for sign-up is Monday, November 8, 2021. 

https://bit.ly/3aakbpw
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WORSHIP  
Online Worship is now live 
streamed at 9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
As we transition out of the pandemic and re-
sume worship in the Sanctuary our schedule 
of weekly worship opportunities has changed.  
 
Here is the current schedule: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30,  
        and 11  a.m.  
• Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

• Wednesday Night LIGHT Outdoor & Live 
Stream worship, 7 p.m. 

 

NEW SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 
9:30 a.m., Fireside Room 

A Journey in Nepal: Explorations of a Peace Corp 
Volunteer 
Led by Marcus Kochis 
October 3 & 10 

9:30am, Fireside Room 
 
• The first Sunday Marcus will teach us about 

the Peace Corps in general and then his spe-
cific experience in Nepal. 

• The second Sunday he will discuss the two 
dominant religions of Nepal, Hinduism and 
Buddhism, from his own experience. 

 See explanation to the right on next page. 
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Training 

READING PLAN  
    WEEKS 40 & 41 

Week 40:  Living a Godly Life (October 1) 
273 Psalm 1: 1-3  The Lord’s Way 
274 1 Timothy 2: 1-7  One God 
275 1 Timothy 4: 1-10 Godliness 
276 1 Timothy 6: 6-19 Contentment 
277 2 Timothy 2: 1-13 Strong in Grace 
278 2 Timothy 3: 10-17 Continue Learning 
279 Titus 2: 1-14  A Model Life 
 
Week 41:  God’s Power to Save (October 8) 
280 Proverbs 3: 5-12  Trust in the Lord 
281 Isaiah 40: 3-11  God’s Living Word 
282 Isaiah 42: 5-12  The Lord Calls 
283 Isaiah 44: 6-20  Foolish Idols 
284 Isaiah 45: 18-25  God Saves 
285 Isaiah 49: 8-13  Break into Singing 
286 Isaiah 51: 4-8  Salvation Forever 
 

The 'C' of BASIC training lessons are available 
on our YouTube channel. Once you've watched 
the class, please complete a feedback form and 
do this each week so we can make improve-
ments as we go forward. Please join Pastor 
Travis in the Peel House on Wednesday's at 10 
a.m. for a viewing of the video and conversation 
after. 
Need to catch up? Previous BASIC Training vid-
eos can be found here:  https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PL1zdS7bih1GCIOOoW8Z-

Given to Date total is calculated through 
September 30, 2021.  We are currently 58.3% 
through the three-year campaign (January 1, 
2020 through September 30, 2021) and have 
 collected approximately 83.6% of the total 
pledged in the campaign. The remaining  
balance to reach the campaign goal of 
$3,600,000.00 is $589,207.00, or 16.4%.  
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October 10 
Vicki Voth 
 
October 11 
Dale Dunson 
Jeff Johnson 
Ken Johnson 
Lisa Nelson 
Phil Palm 
Ellen Smith 
Cathy Stanley 
Janice Zerbe 
 
October 12 
Lillian Bigelow 
Jack Collier 
Deb Grove 
Angie Hesselberg 
Diana Nelson 
Amilu Stewart 
Janna Winkle 

October 13 
Ghassan Nehme 
Linda Winter 
 
October 14 
Caden Barness 
Don Hoerl 
Scott Kleine 
Dana Olson 
 
October 15 
Trudy Lans 
 
October 16 
Larry Bagley 
Charley Orcutt 
Cheryl Pixley 

October 10 
Norm & Lynn Peterson - 57 years 
Brad & Cheryl Stokes - 23 years 
 
October 11 
Charlie & Stacey Huebner - 18 years 
 
October 12 
Pete & Lani Schladweiler - 47 years 
 
October 13 
Bill Perry & Amilu Stewart - 14 years 
 
October 14 
Clark Gaddie & Candi Mountain Gaddie -  
                  26 years 
Dave & Ti Kagarise - 26 years 
 
October 16 
Tanya & Keith Charbonneau - 17 years 

PHOTO DIRECTORY PHOTOS 

Photo directory photos are now complete. Due 
to time constraints, there will be no retakes. If 
you’d like to send in a clear photo from the 
waist up, we can add that to the online and 
printed directory.  
Please email to theresa@flccs.net. Thanks for 
helping us finish this project! 

mailto:Theresa@flccc.net
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Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
John Braden 
Janice Baldwin 
Lynn Bennnett 
Brian Bjornberg 
The Roger Boehnke Family 
Jacque Bokelman 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Jerry Brunet 
Doris Cartwright 
Dianna Cress 
Jim Cunningham & Family 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Lori DeKanchek 
Mark Delay & Family 
J.R. Edmunds 
Erna Fross 
Susan Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Marianne Hill 
Jim Hipley 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Sarah Iskra 
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Bob Kerwin 
The Harriet Kile Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
The Allen Miller Family 
Debra Mills 
Lucille Moe 
Kevin Todd Morgan 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Gary Naber 
Sam Norton 
Marlis Olson 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Laura Porter 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
The Roseau Community 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Chuck Simmons and 
Family 
Joan Sparks 
Catherine Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Janet Summy 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Jim Underwood 
Susan Warden 
Christine Welch 
Jody Wilbur 
Roger Williams 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

Our condolences and prayers 
surround the family of 

ELSIE LINDBERG 
(105 YEARS OLD) 

Sharon de Halas’ aunt, 
and  

HARRIET KILE 
Sharon de Halas’ cousin. 

Both services will be in Roseau, Minnesota. 
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