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From the Pastor

On Sunday we read the passage from Mark where Jesus lays out his formula for how the church
should be governed. Jesus says we are not to be like the Gentiles who lord their power over one another. Instead we are to be servants who sacrifice self for the benefit of others. It was a good reminder as we elected four new leaders to join the Council in January. We had eight fantastic candidates, any of whom would have served well on Council. The four who will serve are Mike Bauer, Tad
Goodenbour, Vincent Spaziani, and Betsy Tuma. Mike, Tad and Vincent will serve four-year terms
and Betsy will serve a two-year term.
Please pray for them as they prepare to serve. We are a congregation rich in talent and wisdom and
these folks will join Cathie John, Pete Bredlau, Dave Huston, Marcus Kochis and Pat Friedell to lead
the congregation forward towards God’s mission.
In our congregation the Council serves as the executive decision-making body for the congregation.
They provide vision and policies that guide the staff in pursuing the mission of the congregation.
The Council makes major financial decisions and allocations within the parameters of the budget
approved by the congregation. It is the Council who advises the pastor in responding to major
events, like the pandemic. We don’t know what the future holds and we rely on these volunteers
leaders to guide us through the good and the bad and the uncertain.
We will install the new Council members in January. We also give thanks for those outgoing Council members, Eric Hjelmstad, Jan Larson, Suzanne Miller and Ed Weaver for whom we are so very
grateful.
Thank you to everyone who came to the Ministry Gatherings and voted at the annual meeting. May
God continue to smile upon our ministry and lead us forward in Christ’s name.
-Pastor Travis
Thank you to Larry Bagley, David Jarmuth, Mary Peet, and Cris Waters who agreed to have their names on the
ballot to potentially serve on the Church Council. Per our Constitution, if we have any vacancies, we will ask
one of them to serve.
Also, the budget passed overwhelmingly.
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MARK 10:35-45
I still remember sitting across from my pastor after attending a conference with him and asking him
about becoming a pastor. I was serving an internship at my church, working with the youth and was given this
opportunity to travel to Phoenix for a church leaders’ conference. I was in college and thinking about my future and wanted to pick his brain about ordained ministry. But his response was unexpected. Rather than encourage me toward ministry he started to share with me all the hardships of being a pastor. He talked about
being in the public eye, receiving criticism and complaints and how you’re always disappointing someone and
failing to meet their expectations. It wasn’t the answer I wanted to hear; I was hoping for enthusiastic support
and encouragement, but instead I got the nitty gritty realities of his work. He concluded saying he would never
tell someone they should be a pastor, it’s something you have to be called to do, otherwise you’ll never be able to
endure the difficulties.
Yesterday I celebrated 18 years of ordained ministry and while it’s a calling that fills me with incredible joy and
puts me on the front seat of wonderful blessings, I have to say that my pastor wasn’t wrong describing the
shadow side of this work. Unexpected, that’s the name of the sermon series we’re in because of all the unexpected ways Jesus answers the questions in Mark 10. Today two disciples come up to Jesus and ask him about
being promoted to sit at his right and left. I wonder if they were like me asking my pastor about his work. They
were naïve and self-centered. They saw how amazing Jesus was and they wanted to ride that train into success
for themselves. Maybe they thought Jesus would answer differently, giving them some hope of future success.
They were young kids like I was, imagining their future and hoping it included some measure of status and
influence.
We all want to be successful; we all want to rise to the top; we all want to be regarded well by others.
That’s the way of the world, isn’t it? When you’re young and looking to the future, what are your hopes and
dreams? There’s a script that the world hands us. Do well in school so you can get into a good college, so you
can get a prestigious degree, so you can get a good job. So what? Why do we want that good job? So, we can
make good money; so, we can gain power and prestige; so that we can be successful and provide a good life for
ourselves. That’s the way of the world, and some of us succeed following that script and others of us don’t. But
the way the script goes, it doesn’t matter if you succeed or not, you always feel like there’s more to be done. It’s
a script that makes us compare ourselves to others. There are always more successful businessmen and women, better doctors and nurses and teachers and engineers. Someone always has a higher rank, more prestige,
power and money. And so, we are always left unsatisfied. That’s the way of the world or as Jesus would say, the
way of the Gentiles. The rat race, the corporate ladder, always in competition. And those of us on the other side
of our careers come to realize that the world’s ways don’t live up to the promise of providing meaning or satisfaction. One day the work ends and there’s no more path to get ahead, then what are we left with?

Sermon, cont. p. 4
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Jesus provides a different way that is the complete opposite of the way of the world. Rather
than a race to the top where there is power, prestige and wealth, Jesus says that his followers, those who want to sit on his right and left
hand are on a race to the bottom. The place of
service and servitude where rather than compete
to get ahead of others, they compete to put others
ahead of themselves.
What James and John haven’t realized when they
asked Jesus for a promotion was that Jesus was
heading to the cross. He uses the image of baptism and cup which became our sacraments.” Are
you able to be baptized with the baptism I will be
baptized with? Are you able to drink the cup that
I will drink?”
These are references to the ultimate act of service, giving up your life for others. Jesus is going
to the cross to kneel before the world and give
them his body and blood. For Christians the
cross is the measure of success.
I want you to think about that for your own life
now. The cross is the unexpected measure of
success for those who follow Jesus. Not the corner office, not the flush 401K, not the mansion on
the hill, not the big family and exotic travel plans.
The cross: a place of suffering, a place of weakness, a place of vulnerability, a place of sacrifice.
Jesus believed in James and John; he doesn’t dismiss their question.
His answer may be unexpected, but it is filled
with belief that they are able to follow him. Maybe not the answer they wanted to hear when he
says they will be baptized with his baptism and
will drink the cup he will drink. He knew that
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they would learn his ways and give their lives
away to the world so that others could know God’s
love. He knew they would face opposition as they
lived a life from a different script than that of the
Gentiles. He trusted they would learn the lessons
that he had been teaching them. The son of man
came NOT to be served but to serve and give his
life away. And James and John did just that, they
gave their lives away, dying in service to Jesus and
the good news of God’s love.
And now friends, it is our turn to serve, love and
sacrifice for the sake of the gospel. When you look
at your life, in what ways are you living according
to the standards of the world and in what ways are
you following Jesus? In what ways are you serving
yourself and in what ways are you serving others?
These are uncomfortable questions for me to ask
of myself because I’m more like the “Gentiles”
than I am like a Christian. I’m ambitious
and addicted to praise and attention and the rewards of success. But Jesus challenges me today to
take a hard look at my life. How can I put others
first? How can I work for their success over mine?
What sacrifices can I make to give someone else a
leg up? What ways can I put the needs, agendas,
values, goals of others ahead of my own? Is there
anything that I’m holding back from
God, anything that I’m too selfish to do or give?
What service is God calling me to do? As followers
of Jesus, we put theses question to ourselves regularly, and I encourage you to do it as a prayer.
Lord, whom do you want me to serve today? Lord,
how can I serve you today? When you do that,
what comes to mind? Take a step this week in obedience to one thing, one person to serve on act of

sacrifice or generosity. This road to discipleship
isn’t a switch or all-at-once kind of thing. It’s one
step at a time; we listen to Jesus and confess our
shortcomings and encouraged by what we’ve
learned, we take a step toward the cross.
What’s your step today? Who needs your service?
How can you humble yourself this week? Today is
our annual meeting where we will elect four new
people to lead this congregation as part of the
Council
And when they are installed, we will read these
words of Jesus calling them to be servants. That’s
how the Christian church is led, not by people trying to push an agenda, but by people trying to
serve their fellow Christians, the church and our
neighbors. Our bottom line isn’t how much money
we can collect
or how much influence we can have. Our bottom
line is people being loved and served and helped to
grow in their own discipleship. Christian leadership, and I would argue all effective leadership, is
based in humble service to others. I think of all the
conversations our Council has had over the past
year. The questions we ask: how can we protect
our people from the coronavirus? How can we
make sure that those who are isolated at home still
get the gospel message? How can we equip and
encourage our staff to fulfill their calling from
God? How can we help those in need in our community? How can we reach our neighborhood
with the good news of Jesus? These are the questions that animate Council leadership, and you
need to know that you are served by followers of
Jesus who put others ahead of themselves. Nobody
on the Church Council, from what I’ve seen, is
power hungry or advancing a personal agenda. If

they were, I suspect they wouldn’t find Council a
very welcoming place. But rather your leaders are servants. And those on our ballot today, all eight of them, even though we only elect
four, all eight are servants, chosen for hearts
that put others ahead of themselves.
Jesus is our example, he is Lord of all, yet he
chooses to kneel before you and wash your feet.
Your God, your savior, the one you love and pray
to. He kneels in front of you, bows his head
and cleans your feet.
He takes up his cross and bleeds and dies so that
you can be forgiven and live with God. And today you will come forward and kneel at this altar
rail and hear the words of his service again. “The
body of Christ
given for you, the blood of Christ shed for you.”
That is the way. Let us walk this way, the way of
service, the way of the cross.
Amen.
-Pastor Travis
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MENTAL HEALTH SERIES FOR YOUTH AND PARENTS
This is a 3-part series of education events led by Brittany Riffle, MSW, Assistant Director at Education for a Lifetime for parents and youth regarding mental health care. The events would be best
taken together, but do not have to be. You can come to any of the events and receive quality education around this hard topic.
• November 13th (place and time still TBD) - Mental Health First Aid (for everyone)

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
Saturday, October 23, 6:30 p.m. (Meet
at church, 6 p.m.)
We have pre-purchased 25 tickets to go to Boo at
the Zoo this month! If you are interested in coming with us, please RSVP at this link. Don’t forget
to RSVP for your non-First Lutheran friends! The
First Lutheran Bus will leave from the alley parking lot no later than 6:10 p.m. The cost of the tickets is $24 per person. Scholarships are always
available.
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL - SUNDAY
MORNINGS
For Sunday mornings this fall, we will be offering a special opportunity for middle school and
high school students in the Peel House Youth
Center. Join us at 9:30 a.m. as we journey
through the Bible, but this time through different art mediums and techniques. We opened
last week with an exploration of The Bible as Art
Form. The Bible itself is a beautiful expression of
human experience, complete with narrative and
poetry. Then as people began to copy Bibles for
people to read and see, they added beautiful art
using gold leaf, paint, and beautiful calligraphy.
For the rest of the fall, we will be exploring different stories from the Bible and teaching you
different artistic techniques. Each week you will
add a new entry into your own journal that will
become like a Bible of sorts, filled with stories
and reflections of not only the way you experience the words of the Bible, but how you can
express those thoughts through calligraphy, watercolor, charcoal, pastels, creative writing, and
many other art mediums. We hope you can join
us for this creative time in the Old Testament.
No skills are needed for this class, the point is to
learn new art mediums and techniques!
Class led by Chris Lieber, Neil Mahon, and April
Benson with special guest appearances throughout the year.

JULY 24-28, 2022, MINNEAPOLIS

Contact Shelly or Michaela for more information:
shelly@flccs.net
michaela@flccs.net

HIGH SCHOOL TRIP
PLANNING MEETING
October 31 at 12 p.m.
Peel House Youth Center

It’s our first chance to gather as a group to
help plan our fundraisers and trip to Minneapolis. If you are interested in the High School
Trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering next July,
please stop by for some snacks and company.
Registration forms will be made available at
the event. Registration forms and a $150 deposit are due no later than November 19 if you
want to go on the trip.
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BECOME INVOLVED
A PLACE TO TALK

TRAIL TREKKERS

Getting to 70

MORNINGS, 9 A.M.

MEETS ON THURSDAY

As we age, our bodies begin the change. The
most common complaints are loss of hearing
and vision. We also notice that we get out of
breath more quickly and stairs are harder to
climb. Others have trouble with balance and
remembering words and recent events like,
“Did I take my pills this morning?” Do you
ever wonder if your loss is a natural part of
aging or something more serious going on?

October 21 – no hike

At our next meeting, October 28 at 10 a.m. in
the Peel House, Room 201, we will discuss
aging. The topics we will discuss are the following: what is aging, why do we age, and the
impact of aging on our physical and mental
health. We will also discuss lifestyle changes
to improve our lives. We will have hand-outs
from Merck and Web M.D.to guide our discussions.

This loop trail is part of the 1,224-acre open space
buffer between Castle Rock and Franktown. It begins at an old homestead, follows a farm lane, crosses over Cherry Creek, and then winds up to the top
of the mesa. Lunch will be at a restaurant after the
hike. (Option of hiking 5 ½ miles or 7 miles (to include a separate loop); rated easy in the valley and
moderate over rocky terrain on the ascent to the
mesa.)

Note: A reminder will be sent
to you prior to each hike. Please "reply" by
e-mail to "sign up."

October 28 – Hidden Mesa - (Douglas County)
Directions: meet at the Park ‘n Ride at Woodmen
Road & I-25 (left turn onto Corporate Drive; then
right turn into the lot; park at north end).

First Lutheran has a support group for women
who have experienced the loss of a partner.
MEETS THE THIRD TUESDAY EACH MONTH
Next meeting: October 21, at 12:30 p.m. at the Black-eyed Pea at 887 N.
Academy.
Call Judy Compton at 719.659.3082 if you plan to attend.
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SIGN UP ELECTRONICALLY FOR EVENTS AT THE
WELCOME CENTER
If you don’t have a smart phone, you may now register and pay for events
(OWLs, concerts, theater, etc.) on a tablet at the Welcome Center!
If you do own a smart phone, make sure you download the “Church by Ministry
One” app. Take a photo of this QR code to download the app to your phone.
What you may do on the app:
* Church directory at your fingertips
* Access online worship and Bible studies
* Pull up your small group rosters
* Sign up for events

From a member of one of the 12-Step programs that meets weekly in
the Peel House…
I am writing in appreciation for your commitment to 12-step programs. I have been involved in
the SA program for the last several years. The church staff have been very helpful. You would be
amazed at the number of lives that have been changed in our program.
Every meeting we conclude by standing in a circle with our hands held to recite the Lord’s Prayer.
This is the most powerful moment I have every week.
When I study the New Testament, I am reminded of what the church is all about. Your support of
12-step programs is in line with the gospel and many New Testament teachings. Jesus cared deeply
for the broken-hearted. Your church puts broken people as a priority.
God bless all of you!
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
First Wednesday of each month
Next meeting: November 3, 7 p.m.
Peel House, Room 201
Marrow: A Love Story by
Elizabeth Lesser is the
selection for November.

A mesmerizing and
courageous memoir: the
story of two sisters
uncovering the depth of their love through the
life-and-death experience of a bone marrow
transplant.

LUNCH TIME ORGAN RECITAL
Join our own Eric Wicks for a lunch time organ
recital at Immanuel Lutheran Church on
Wednesday, October 20. Lunch will be served
in Immanuel's fellowship hall from 11:30 to
12:15; the recital will follow from 12:15 to 1 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran is located at 846 E Pikes
Peak Avenue. For more information, call the
Immanuel Lutheran office at (719) 636-5011 or
visit www.ilc-cos.org. The recital will feature
works by Bach, Bédard, Vierne, Lloyd, and
more!

December ‘s selection - Little Women

SPACE FOUNDATION DISCOVERY CENTER

Wednesday, November 17, 2021
Meet at the church at 9:00 a.m., depart 9:15 a.m.; Cost: $7.50
Space Foundation’s Discovery Center is the region’s first and only dedicated space, science, and
technology center. It is an interactive, education-focused destination that advances science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in the exciting context of space exploration, development and utilization (discoverspace.org) A docent will take our group to the Science on a Sphere 3D
projection area for a 20-25 minute tour, then we will go through the gallery for a self-guided tour to
see the Mars Viking Lander, Scott Carpenter Station, scale model rockets and Soviet and US space
suits and several other exhibits. Our lunch stop will be at Marigold Café & Bakery. Please choose
your entrée during sign-up. Please sign up here https://bit.ly/3aakbpw, or call the church at
719.632.8836 to sign up. Deadline for sign-up is Monday, November 8, 2021.
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HALLOWEEN IS COMING!

Help us welcome the neighborhood!
It’s been 2 years since we welcomed the neighborhood to
join us for Halloween, we are so excited to open our
doors again! In the past we have had over 1200 visitors
coming through our campus on Halloween night! We
would love to have you help! Here are some ways you can
help now!
Things we’ll need:
• Candy (in 2019 we handed out over 20,000 pieces)
• Cider (we poured 40 gallons for our visitors)
• Bags of Spider Web stretch material (we used over 100 bags in 2018)
• Gift cards (we will shop at Walmart, King Soopers, and on Amazon)
• Lights to put on the fences
• Outdoor decorations
Volunteer Opportunities
• Host a trunk or treat (we would like to have 20 cars!)
• Decorate on October 24, noon-4pm
• Serve cider in the Peel House
• Help with guiding people in the right direction
• Hand out candy in Luther Hall
Please watch the Ekklesia and online for more information. Candy can be dropped off in the Gathering
Place and gift cards at the round desk! We’re looking forward to a fun time of fellowship together in
our neighborhood on Halloween night!
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WORSHIP
Online Worship is now live
streamed at 9:30 a.m.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
As we transition out of the pandemic and resume worship in the Sanctuary our schedule
of weekly worship opportunities has changed.
Here is the current schedule:
•
•
•

Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30,
and 11 a.m.
Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Night LIGHT Outdoor & Live
Stream worship, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR
9:30 a.m., Fireside Room

Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as
Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, and
Presence
Led by Pastor Ralph Anderson
October 17 – November 21
Who in the world is Jesus? Most of us can answer
that question in a variety of ways, some very personal, some based on what we’ve been told. Some
have come from our studies, from what we’ve
read. We know the stories, the experiences of
others, the history of the Church.

He stands at the very core of the Christian faith.
Over 2000 years of history have helped define
him. Even people of other faith traditions say
that he is an important religious figure (the Muslims). Many of us feel that if all followed Jesus the
world would be a better place.
Diana Butler Bass, a well-known theologian,
helps us understand Jesus in some fresh new
ways in her book, Freeing Jesus, which I recommend purchasing in advance. Out of her own
experience she helps us understand and embrace
the Jesus of history and faith.
Come join us for six Sunday mornings of her reflections.
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Training
READING PLAN
WEEKS 42 & 43
FINDING YOUR PLACE IN GOD’S
FAMILY
Introduction

Sunday, October 31, noon - Fireside Room
(lunch included)

Lutheranism 101

Sunday, November 7, noon - Fireside Room
(lunch included)

Anyone who would like to explore membership
at First Lutheran is invited to join one or both
of our new member gatherings. The first meeting introduces you to our pastors and staff.
They will share about the work and ministry of
our congregation. The second meeting includes
an overview of Christian faith from the Lutheran perspective.
The service of inclusion will be Sunday, November 14 during the 9:30 a.m. service. If you will
not be present on this day, you may be received
in absentia.

Week 42: Fulfilling God’s Plan (October 15)
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Good Tidings
Isaiah 53: 1-12
Suffering Servant
Isaiah 55: 1-13
Seek the Lord
Isaiah 58: 6-12
Righteousness
Isaiah 61: 1-11
Ministers of God
Isaiah 64: 4-9
Our Father
Isaiah 65: 17-25
New Worlds
Week 43: Ezekiel - Judgement and Promise (Oct. 22)
Psalm 138: 1-8
Enduring Love
Ezekiel 1: 4- 3
Eaten Words
Ezekiel 34: 11-16
Shepherd God
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Dry Bones
Ezekiel 37: 15-28
All God’s People
Ezekiel 39: 21-29
God’s Glory

Please email cheryl@flccs.net if you will be attending one or both gatherings or are interested in sponsoring a new member.
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October 24
Tracy Ayala
Charlie Helmstetler
Joann Horner-Poirier
Luke Travins
Parker Wilkinson
October 25
Annette Kester
Rob Ketchell
Cris Waters
October 26
Bonnie Bagley
Mark Mathiesen
Dan Molner
Joe Ploederer

October 28
Nancy Craig
Georgia Haberacker
Carol Hohman
Krista Shafer

October 26
Scott & Katie Kosley - 30 years

October 29
Betty Hanson
Chelsea Schroeder

October 28
Guido & Ingrid Rohde - 60 years

October 30
Cathie John
Evan Lieber
Bob Louden
Geir Ostrem

October 27
Pix & Cheryl Pixley - 37 years

October 29
Julia & Ghassan Nehme - 26 years

October 27
Joan Abrahamsen
Linda Collier
Ritchie Loflin
Dennis Ruck
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First Lutheran is hiring a part-time sexton. Sextons are the people who make sure rooms are
ready for meetings, services and clean-up and
put things away afterwards. They do some
building and property maintenance, trash &
debris pickup, and occasional cleaning to ensure church buildings and grounds are ready
for use by our ministries. We are looking to add
to our ranks with a part-time sexton working
Monday-Thursday 8-11 and Friday 7-2. Compensation begins at $15.00 per hour. To inquire,
send an email to our Business Manager, Harry
Mosco at harry@flccs.net.

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their
family and friends, in your prayers this week.
Cheri Anderson
Wanda Anderson
Dean Arnold
Felicia Arnold
Arlene Avischious
Janice Baldwin
Jacque Bokelman
Bill & Barbara Brown
Jerry Brunet
Doris Cartwright
Jim Cunningham & Family
Bob DeBates
Sharon deHala
Mark Delay & Family
J.R. Edmunds
Corrine Gibson
Tom & Nola Gosch
Andy Grasmick
Lee Gross
Jutta Heberer
Paul & Kathy Herrmann
Eleanor Hjelmstad
Beverly Hodges
Pat Miller
Ron Huston
Marie Johnson
Josh Jones
Bob Kerwin
Bob LaBant
Leonard Lamberth &
Family
Jesse Lawrence & Family
Doug & Donna Levad
Rolf Lundmark
Doug Mackaman
The Ron Maltoza Family

Jay McCoy
Brandon Miller &
Family
Debra Mills
Lucille Moe
Kevin Todd Morgan
Mark Mueller
Patrick Murphy
Gary Naber
Sam Norton
Marlis Olson
Owen & Family
Barb Page
Andy Peel
Laura Porter
Don Reed
Phyllis Robbins
The Roseau Community
Connie Rowton
Roger Schomber
Ron Scott
Chuck Simmons and
Family
Joan Sparks
Cathy Stanley
Lori Stevens
Russ Stott
Janet Summy
The Swearingen Family
Susan Warden
Christine Welch
Ted & Jennifer
Wickman
Jody Wilbur
Greg & Carolyn Young

Our condolences and prayers
surround the family of

AARON DICKEY

Belinda Dickey’s husband;
father of seven;
grandfather of nine;
great-grandfather of one;
whose memorial service will be at
Evergreen Lutheran Church
in Evergreen, CO on Friday, October 29, at
10 a.m. This service will be available via
Zoom at https//www.youtube.com/c/
EvergreenLutheranChurch.
Donations may be made in Aaron’s memory
to Evergreen Christian Outreach through
ColoradoGive.org.

flccs.net
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LUNCH ON US!
Middle & high schoolers have
lunch with Pastor Travis, Pastor
Carrie, Deacon Joan, Michaela
Eskew, Shelly Schmidt and Neil
Mahon.

YOU’RE INVITED TO
LUNCH WITH
MICHAELA ESKEW
AT
LAZY DOG RESTAURANT
November 7, 2021,
12 p.m.
Meet in the parking lot after
the 11 a.m. service.
Permission forms are
required for friends.
flccs.net/ministries/youth
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