
   1 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 18 

11 a.m. 

 
•

•

•

•

http://www.zoom.com


2  

 

FROM THE  
PASTOR 

On Wednesday mornings we’ve been doing a 
sermon series called “The Church Has Issues.” 
It’s been a series of looking at the early church 
and Paul’s letters to them dealing with issues 
of division, immorality, exclusion and idleness. 
But as I’ve read through the letters again, one 
thing has really stood out to me. Over and over 
again, Paul writes to his people about his long-
ing to be with them. Especially when he was in 
chains, in prison, he talks about how hard it is 
to be absent from the people he loves. You can 
see why this might resonate with me during 
this time.  
We’ve chosen the theme “Together in Spirit” 
for our Ministry Gatherings and our fall stew-
ardship drive (which commences next month). 
It comes from Colossians 2:5, “For though I am 
absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, and 
I rejoice to see your morale and the firmness of 
your faith.” Doesn’t that verse speak volumes 
to our current situation? Although some of us 
have seen each other face to face, the majority 
of us haven’t interacted since March when we 
had to close the church building and cease in-
door worship. Yet that bodily absence hasn’t 
diminished our love for each other or the min-
istry that we’ve been called to accomplish 
through the Spirit. 
We are with one another in Spirit. I know this 
from your notes and comments of encourage-
ment on the worship connection cards, Face-
book, emails, letters and from our limited time 

face to face. There is a great spirit of comradery 
and optimism in our congregation. I feel you 
saying, “We will get through this.” And we will, 
together.  
It is hard to be absent from you, but I am en-
couraged by your morale and the firmness of 
your faith. I believe we are going into a difficult 
time as winter approaches. We’re likely to be 
tested again, but I’m confident that our faith 
will sustain us through the dark days ahead. 
God is with us. God loves us. God will see us 
through.  
I pray that God will strengthen our faith and 
undergird our commitment to one another. 
Please reach out to fellow members and check 
in on those whom the Spirit prompts you to 
contact. Please continue to pray that we will not 
only survive the pandemic, but that God would 
use us to bless our community and be a beacon 
of hope and light. Let’s look for the opportuni-
ties God presents us during this time and seize 
upon them in faith and hope. 
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in Thanks-
giving.” Colossians 2:6-7 
 
                -Pastor Travis 



cont. p. 4 

MATTHEW 22:1-14  
  OCTOBER 11, 2020 

This parable is hard, really hard.  So hard that some people believe Jesus probably only said half of it.  
It’s hard to believe that our loving and inclusive Jesus would say something like this.  Or maybe we just 
don’t understand it.  I was ordained 17 years ago this Saturday.  I’ve had the opportunity to preach on 
this five times, and I’m still not sure I’ve figured it out.  So here we go again, maybe the fifth time is the 
charm.    
 

Context matters.  Jesus is still in Jerusalem teaching in the temple that he had shut down.  He’s been 
spinning some parables on the steps of the temple.  Most of them are aimed at the chief priests and the 
Pharisees.  Jesus accuses them of being the sons who said they would obey the father but then failed to 
do what he asked.  He warns them that the time is coming when God will take the kingdom away from 
them and give it to a different people.  And then this parable about a King throwing a banquet for his 
son.  It’s an allegorical parable; the King is God, the son is Jesus, the wedding banquet is faith in Jesus, 
life in the Kingdom of God.  You could look at the parable as a brief sketch of the history of God and his 
people up to this point.  God sends the prophets to warn the people to turn away from false gods.  But 
they kill the prophets and live life by their own rules.  God sends John the Baptist to prepare a path for 
Jesus the Messiah.  But he too is rejected and killed by King Herod.  And now what will God do?  
  
Verse 7 says the King was enraged. “He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers and burned their 
city.” Many scholars think that this verse is in reference to the destruction of the Temple by the Ro-
mans in 70 AD.  Matthew likely wrote his gospel either right before or right after the destruction of the 
temple. Was the destruction of the temple and of the city of Jerusalem the judgement of God?  That’s 
consistent with what God did throughout the Old Testament when his people or their leaders failed to 
listen to the prophets he sent.  You see why this passage is so hard?  We can’t be sure if it’s in reference 
to these events or not.  And it can be difficult to think of God in this light as a judge and warri-
or bringing justice to those who have killed his messengers.  But then the parable turns to something 
more palatable, more in keeping with how we understand the message of Jesus.  The king sends out 
his slaves to the highways and the byways, to the bad and the good, inviting them to the banquet.  The 
Bad and the Good.  The invitation into the kingdom will not be dependent on our righteousness.  All 
are invited, no matter our moral status, no matter our status in any category.  The net is cast wide, eve-
ryone is included -  radical hospitality.  The bad and the good are invited.  But just as we are breathing 
a sigh of relief, the parable turns yet again.  The King comes to inspect the wedding and discovers one  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

of the invited guests isn’t wearing a wedding 
robe.  The king questions him and the man is 
speechless.  Then he is thrown out of the wedding 
hall into outer darkness.  What? Then Jesus con-
cludes his story with the ominous words, “Many 
are called but few are chosen.”   
  
Do you have any idea what he’s talking 
about?  Does this story leave you feeling secure in 
your salvation or wondering if you are among the 
chosen?  It leaves me thinking that my salvation is 
more precarious than I have imagined.  What is 
Jesus’ point?  The point isn’t lost on the chief 
priests and Pharisees.  His teaching leads them to 
conspire against him, plotting to have him arrest-
ed, trying to trap him in his teaching, hoping to 
sway the crowds to change their minds about 
him.  Whatever the point, they know Jesus is 
against them, so they conspire to kill yet another 
of God’s prophets.  
  
But what about us, we who sit at Jesus’ feet, who 
have been baptized and confess Jesus, Lord and 
Savior?  What are we to do with this hard teach-
ing of Jesus?  We’ve been called, but have we been 
chosen? What’s this wedding robe supposed to 
represent?  Imagine you throw a party and the 
invitation reads, “formal attire.”  How would you 
feel if someone showed up in cut-off jeans and 
flip flops?  Now before you start making excuses 
for them, maybe they didn’t have enough mon-
ey for good clothes or maybe they are just being 
silly.  In ancient times when a King invited people 
to a wedding, he would often provide wedding 
robes for the people.  So, in Jesus’ story there is no 
excuse for not wearing the robe; it would have 
been intentional, meant to provoke.  We don’t 
have to look too far for a modern-day example.  
Think about all the debate about mask wearing 
and all the stories you’ve heard about people who 
refuse to wear a mask.  It’s not that they don’t 

have one or that wearing one will harm them in 
some way.  Many who refuse are doing so to make 
a point about their beliefs or politics.  What we 
wear or refuse to wear is often a statement about 
what’s in our hearts and minds.  I still remember 
the first day I showed up for my year-
long internship at Messiah Lutheran in Mauldin, 
South Carolina.  I had just moved to town and was 
wearing shorts and tennis shoes and a tee shirt.  I 
came into the office to talk to my supervising pas-
tor, John Yost.  I still remember him looking me up 
and down and saying as gently as he could, “Why 
don’t you go home and change and then we can get 
to work.”  To be fair, I didn’t realize I was actually 
supposed to work that day.  But my supervisor set 
some very clear boundaries that day that pastors 
are supposed to dress a certain way and shorts and 
t-shirts wouldn’t cut it.  Now imagine if I had re-
fused, if I had come back the next day in the same 
casual clothing.  I might not be standing here to-
day if I had that kind of attitude and disrespect.  I 
took a class on supervision recently and the in-
structor reminded us that insubordination is cause 
for immediate firing.  She went on to say that in 
the church employees often forget that they are 
employees and can begin to act as if they are enti-
tled and should get away with bad behavior.   
 
So, what does insubordination look like in the 
Christian life? I think in part the lack of a wedding 
robe in the banquet could be compared to compla-
cency in the Christian life.  There are some in the 
church who aren’t really Christians, who don’t 
even pretend to serve Jesus.  Like a wedding crash-
er, they are in the church for other reasons.  Maybe 
they like the music, or the status conferred by be-
ing a church goer. Maybe they just enjoy the free 
coffee and cookies.  But they haven’t come to wor-
ship, and when we confess our sins, they don’t feel 
the need to confess.  When we confess the faith of 
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the apostles, they may say the words, but their 
heart isn’t in it.  The words of the pastor fall on 
deaf ears. It never occurs to them to change 
their behavior based on what the scriptures say.  
They don’t think they need salvation, and they 
certainly haven’t come to church because of the 
Son, Jesus, the guest of honor. Honestly, it 
would be hard to recognize them, and it’s not 
our job to discover the imposters in the church.  
Although if I’m being really honest, I do wonder 
about what this pandemic has revealed.  Those 
of you who are still finding time in your life to 
worship in strange ways like on a computer or 
on the front lawn, I’m pretty confident that 
your faith is genuine, you’re wearing the robe 
in my book.  This passage is hard because it 
reminds us that there will be a judgement, and 
some will be ushered into eternal life and some 
thrown into eternal death.  What do we do with 
this idea of judgement that we confess readily 
in our creed, “He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead”? Whenever we encounter 
scripture that has judgment in it we need to 
reminder ourselves that we are not to judge; 
that is God’s job alone. And our impulse should 
be to let the scripture drive us to introspection 
rather than to pointing fingers. That’s the only 
think I know to do with a text like this.   
 
To ask myself, am I wearing the wedding robe?  
Am I living out my faith in real and tangible 
ways, or am I only paying lip service to 
God? This text serves as a reminder to us that 
how we live out our faith matters to God.  A 
reminder to us not to get complacent, not to be 
cavalier.  But to humble ourselves and ask the 
Holy Spirit to create in us clean hearts and put 
a right spirit within us.  A reminder to be part 
of the community of faith, not in some half-
hearted way, but fully committed to Jesus and 
His people.  After all, we are the ones who have 

been on the byways and highways, and God sent 
someone to invite us to this party.  None of us 
deserves to be here, but we are here, we are in-
cluded by God who wants all people to enjoy life 
with his Son.  We have been gifted with a wed-
ding robe and a baptismal gown. We are clothed 
with Christ. Let us then live our lives 
as Christians.  Not just in small parts of our life, 
but in every single aspect.  Let’s wear that gown 
when we worship and when we work, when we 
play, and when we pray, when we talk with fel-
low Christians and when we speak with those 
outside the faith.  May our entire lives be lived in 
celebration of the Son who has given everything 
for us. 
  
May our hearts be full of joy and celebration at 
the goodness and welcome of the King and may 
we be the ones God sends out into the 
world constantly issuing the invitation for all to 
come to faith.  It’s an invitation, not just to a par-
ty, but to a new way of life, a way of life that hon-
ors the One who gave his life for us, who con-
quered sin, death and the devil for us.  It’ s a way 
of life that begins now and extends into eternity.  
May our lives be lived in such a way that the 
world knows the goodness of our savior 
and joins the celebration of life with God.  
 
               -Pastor Travis 
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OCTOBER YOUTH  
CALENDAR 

 
 
18 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 
  2-3 p.m. for  grades 6-8, 5-6 p.m. for    
  grades 9-12 
  Topic: Can I be a Christian and believe in 
  evolution? 
  Game: Fall-Themed Cooking Contest 
22 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for    
  grades 3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
25 - Halloween Party on the Lawn, 
  Middle School and High School 1-3 p.m. 
 

GAME NIGHTS 
 

Previously on the second Monday—will now move 
to the first and third Thursdays with the same 
times:  6-7 p.m. for grades 3 - 5 and 7-8 p.m. for 
grades 6 – 8. 

OCTOBER 
PRESCHOOL— GRADE 5 

SUNDAY WATCH PARTIES 

 
Oct 18 - Moses sees God –   Blindfold games 
 
October 25 – Love Your Neighbor – The     
        Kindness game 

COME TO OUR GIANT HALLOWEEN PARTY!  
TRICKS AND TREATS! 
All ages welcome – Preschool – Grade 12  
October 31st from 1 – 4 p.m.  
 

This event will be similar to trunk or treating but at decorated tables set 
up on the lawn.   
KIDS -drop in anytime between 1:00 and 4:00 for trick or treating and Halloween activities on the 
lawn.  Professor Higgins will perform a special magic show at 2:30! Be sure to wear your costume! 
ADULTS - If you would like to decorate/host a table, help with set up, and/or clean up please email or 
call Shelly:   shelly@flccs.net  or 719.310.2436  

mailto:shelly@flccs.net
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Preschool Zoom -  11 a.m. Sundays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?
pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09 
 Meeting ID: 811 1672 9866 
Passcode: 648418 
 
Kinder - Grade 1 Zoom - 7 p.m. on Mondays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?
pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09  
Meeting ID: 826 7726 9758 
Passcode: 005680 
 
Grades 2-3 Zoom -  7 p.m. on Saturdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?
pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09  
Meeting ID: 833 0412 3897 
Passcode: 279846 
 
Grades 4-5  Zoom - 7 p.m. on Tuesdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?
pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09  

Meeting ID: 825 3666 7984 
Passcode: 845972 
Grades 6-7 Zoom  - 7 p.m. on Wednesdays (Starting 
Oct. 21) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?
pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09  
Meeting ID: 889 0711 7890 
Passcode: 771433 

Middle School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 2-3 
p.m.) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?
pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09  
Meeting ID: 881 1638 9552 
Passcode: 367889 
 
High School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 3-4 
p.m.) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?
pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09  
Meeting ID: 862 8050 9042 
Passcode: 170834 

New Zoom Links for 
Sunday School &  

Youth Groups  

HALLOWEEN INFLATABLES 
 
The Sunday school is looking to borrow BIG  
Halloween-themed inflatables for our  
Giant Halloween party.  If you are willing to 
loan these items for the afternoon of Hallow-
een, please contact Shelly: 
shelly@flccs.net 
719.310.2436  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
mailto:shelly@flccs.net
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WAYFARER’S GROUP   
 
Meets the third Tuesday of every month at 1:30 p.m. 
in Luther Hall 
 

A new support group has been formed at First 
Lutheran for women who have experienced the 
loss of a husband.  Although each journey is 
unique, there is a common thread that binds us 
together.  Sharing stories, fears, struggles and 
victories with those who understand can be up-
lifting. 
If you would like to be part of this group, please 
contact Marlis Olson at 719-596-4593.   

BECOME INVOLVED 

EMBRACING THE PROPHETS IN  
CONTEMPORARY CULTURE 
with Rev. Walter Brueggemann 
10 am via Zoom (note time change)  
through October 18, 2020 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
The prophets have left a rich legacy for people of 
faith to study and to help us to understand the 
character of God. They are loved for their poetic 
prose.  But who were the prophets and why did they 
become a voice of such opposition? 
 Join us for this 6-week study for a fresh look at 
these passionate men whose lives were defined 
by their sympathy with God and concern for 
their community. Their extraordinary lives 
provide a lens through which we can view our 
contemporary culture and look for God’s in-
tentions for our lives. 
There is no reading required, but we have sug-
gested readings for each lesson that will enrich 
the study. 
 

October 18                           
The Promissory Language that Breaks Despair 
Isaiah 40:1-2, 65:17-18. Luke 1:46-55. Revelation 
22:1-2, 6-7 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION VIRTU-

AL CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
Third Thursday Group - 1:30-3 p.m. 
Colorado Springs Region 
 
Support groups create a safe, confidential, sup-
portive environment and offer a chance for 
participants to develop informal mutual sup-
port and social relationships. They also educate 
and inform participants about dementia and 
help participants develop methods and skills to 
solve problems.  
 

This virtual support group meets once a month 
on the 3rd Thursday from 1:30-3 p.m. using the 
Zoom video conferencing platform. Once you 
have registered, you will be sent information to 
join the Zoom meeting. To register or find out 
more, visit www.alz.org/crf or call our 24/7 
Helpline at 800.272.3900. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
http://www.alz.org/crf
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If you are interested in this 
meeting, register at the 
following link: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/
tZAsdOiprjosEtQjWSszrpy

INNKEEPER 
LIVE!  
 

Friday, October 23, 2020, 
6:45 pm. Let’s continue 
our long history of sup-
porting Lutheran Family 
Services through their 
Innkeeper dinner which 
this year will be an 
online event. Join in on 
the fun, featuring agen-
cy updates, special 
guests, a silent auction, 
and the  paddle raise. Wear your favorite Roar-
ing ’20’s attire, pour yourself a glass of cham-
pagne, and support LFS from home!  
Tickets:  $25 - Individual or $100 - Patron 
(represent typical cost of attending the din-
ner). First Lutheran also has free tickets to give 
away. Contact marcia@flccs.net to get the link. 
Purchase tickets here https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/
innkeeper. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOiprjosEtQjWSszrpyTRvUr8x
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOiprjosEtQjWSszrpyTRvUr8x
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOiprjosEtQjWSszrpyTRvUr8x
mailto:Marcia@flccs.net
https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper
https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

 An online community 
 10 am on Thursdays, via 
Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkN
WZsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

STRESS IS THE CULPRIT 
 

Have you noticed a change in your behavior? Are 
you a little testier in your relationships? Do you 
find yourself getting irritated more quickly? Are 
you having a bit more difficulty concentrating, 
remembering things, or digesting new infor-
mation? If you answer yes to some of these ques-
tions, you might be experiencing the effects of 
unrelenting stress. For this article, I define stress 
as having lost control over and being over-
whelmed by life's demands. Like many of you 
reading this article, I am experiencing more than 
the usual amount of stress because of COVID. 
COVID has caused me to feel trapped in a world 
that I didn't create.  It has taken away many 
things that nourished my sense of well-being. I 
can't go to the gym, eat in restaurants, go to the 
movies, get together with friends, or attend Sat-
urday evening worship. It all impacts my church 
work. I can't visit shut-ins or do face-to-face 
counseling. Each week, I look forward to our 
Grace in Aging workshops on Thursday morn-
ings, where we enjoy good fellowship and conver-
sation.  COVID has taken away the activities that 

brought me joy and fed my soul. The stress would 
have become overwhelming if I had school-age 
children, lost my job, dealt with a significant ill-
ness, or had loneliness and depression.  
 
I wondered since we are experiencing unrelenting 
stress each day caused by COVID, what effect does 
it have on our physical and emotional life. I did 
some research. Here is what I found. I am sharing 
this information because I believe knowledge 
gives a person power, and it may help you under-
stand what is happening in your emotional and 
physical life.  
 
Cortisone, the hormone that stress produces, is 
the culprit. (It is a bit more complicated, but I 
want to reduce it to its simplest terms.) We all ex-
perience stress every day, but not all stress is 
equal. The first kind of stress is positive. It is the 
stress that a child may feel on the first day of 
school or when a student is taking an exam.  I ex-
perience this stress when I preach. The stress is 
positive because it makes us more alert and focus-
es our attention on the task in front of us. This 
stress dissipates very quickly. 
 
The second kind of stress is called toxic stress. It 
lasts longer and deals with complicated situations 
like the death of a loved one, a severe illness, fi-
nancial hardship, and natural catastrophes like 
floods and forest fires. This stress becomes dura-
ble when you have a solid support group.  Toxic 
stress shows up as physical and mental abuse, ne-
glect, exposure to violence, family hardship, and 
unrelenting pressure.  Psychological research has 
shown that unrelenting stress impacts our mental 
and physical health, regardless of age. 
 

Stress helped our early ancestors survive. It pre-
pared them to fight or run in a life-threatening 
situation. Stress helps us survive in two ways. It 
shifts blood and sugar to our large muscles so we 
can run or fight. This is why a 115-pound woman 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
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can lift the front end of a car that has fallen on 
her child. It also diverts blood away from our 
brain, which allowed us to focus on surviving.  
 
When you are exposed to stress for long periods, 
your body's stress thermostat breaks and can't 
turn off the stress.  Unrelenting stress can cause 
high blood pressure and other physical symp-
toms. It can cause brain-fog, where you find it 
hard to concentrate or focus, solve problems, 
practice self-control, do long-term planning, and 
decision making.  
 
So what can help you reduce your stress?  First, 
take care of your initial needs, so you feel physi-
cally and psychologically safe. One of the most 
significant stressors we experience is keeping 
ourselves safe from the virus.  We need to wear a 
mask, wash hands, and practice social distanc-
ing. Avoid extended stays in in-door places 
among non-family members. This is not a politi-
cal statement. It is about getting sick or staying 
well.  Next, speak about your stress. Name your 
stress, share what you lost to people who will un-
derstand what you are dealing with like the folks 
in the Mom's group and A Place to Talk. Tell oth-
ers what you need to feel safe. 
 

Change the music. Stay away from the stuff that 
is stressing you out. Read the Psalms of Lament 
and other stories that describe people's struggle 
so you realize that you are not alone. Presently, 
the children's Bible lessons are about  Moses, 
leading  Israel out of Egypt to the promised land. 
It is a story of people under stress. It is the story 
of God's faithfulness, helping us to survive life's 
difficult journeys. Moses revealed God's faithful-
ness through his wise leadership. Wise leader-
ship will help us survive COVID. 
   
   -Pastor Maertens           hhmaertens@msn.com 

WE NEED YOU TO HELP 
US CREATE A FUN EVENT 
FOR THE KIDS!! 
 

Volunteers are needed to decorate and or host 
a table for our kids’ Halloween party on Oct. 
31st from 1 – 4 p.m.   Also needed: 
• Donations of candy  (can be dropped off at 
the round desk) 
• Set up 
• Clean up 

If interested please contact Shelly 
at:  shelly@flccs.net/ 710-9 310 2436  

FIRST LUTHERAN 
MOM'S GROUP 
Online via Zoom 
8 pm on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
 

Moms of all ages are welcome! 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426 
 

Meeting ID: 851 8482 1426 

mailto:hhmaertens@msn.com
mailto:shelly@flccs.net/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426


12  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through  
September 30          $1,484,355.00 
 
Year to Date  Income through September 30  -  
  Final            $1,335,8490.00 
  
Amount behind for the year  $    148,506.00 
 
BENEVOLENCE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE 
IN THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: 
Rocky Mountain Synod/ElCA Mission Support 
                 $6,297.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod Missionaries 
                 $4,000.00 
Family Mentor Alliance      $   298.00 
Family Promise          $1,721.00 
Habitat for Humanity       $  388.00 
Hanifen Center/Soup Kitchen      $2,034.00 
Mission Medical Center      $   731.00 
Open Bible Pharmacy       $   747.00 
Rainbow Trail Camp       $   462.00 
Teens with Promise        $   388.00 
Lutheran Family Services - Innkeeper 
                 $7,500.00 
 
Total Benevolence in September 
                 $24,566.00 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are coming for any of 
the above services by signing up on the 
Connection card, emailing Marcia– 
marcia@flccs.net or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

FALL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  ON THE FRONT LAWN 
 
• Midweek Services every Wednesday 

with Holy Communion at 9 a.m. and  
        7 p.m. 
 
• Sunday Morning Watch Party at 10 a.m. 
 with activities for kids  
 Holy Communion 
 
All services will continue as weather 
permits. 

 
Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office at 
719.632.8836. 
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WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server.  
We do not drop anyone off our database list 
unless asked. If you do accidently unsubscribe 
yourself, you may resubscribe at this address: 
https://mailchi.mp/flccs/signup 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

PRAYER VENTURES 

• “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
his greatness is unsearchable.” Give thanks 
to God and tell everyone about God’s grace, 
mercy and wonderful works for the sake of 
the world — works we are called to join in 
together as children of God. 

 
• Pray for the Spirit to help us recognize, 

trust and appreciate God’s authority and 
power over all creation, the universe and 
our everyday lives. 

 
• Pray for our seminaries, colleges, universi-

ties and campus ministries as they work to 
create new approaches to education, foster-
ing community among students and faculty 
when they cannot be physically present. 
Pray that we will be generous in supporting 
ELCA educational institutions and student 
ministries that are vital to our church and 
society.  

 
• Michael and All Angels  There is so much we 

do not fully comprehend about heaven, 
earth and the means ― including angels and 
divine beings ― by which God has interacted 
with us throughout human history. Pray 
that our faith and the inspiration of the 
Spirit will open our minds, hearts and im-
aginations to the infinite, mysterious and 
awesome ways that God is present and at 
work in the world.  
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group: 

October 18 
Cael Broom 
Dick Kennedy 
Katie Thorson 
Callie Trautner 
 
October 19 
Nicholas Hebdon 
Alan Jacobsen 
Oscar Price 
Ruby Sherwood 
Aiden Torgerson 
 
October 20 
Judy Hagge 
Gary Harris 
Ann Hjelmstad 
Jill Russo 
Lara Stern 
 
October 21 
Karen Buckingham 
Julie Gregory 
Madison Huebner 
Bob Johnson 
Marilyn Swearingen 

October 22 
Arik Aufderheide 
Doug Brian 
Matthew Burklund 
Robert Sandall 
 
October 23 
Christine Gerbig 
Ryan Karasopoulos 
Molly Ketchell 
Eileen Lipscomb 
 
October 24 
Tracy Ayala 
Arianna Greer 
Charlie Helmstetler 
Luke Travins 
Parker Wilkinson 

October 19 
Dave & Kristin Huston - 18 years 
 
October 20 
Rolf Jacobson & Annette Frank - 20 years 
Bobby & Iona Kochera - 63 years 
 
October 21 
Carol & Ken Palmen - 53 years 
 
October 22 
Frank & Jill Yellico, Jr. - 27 years 
 
October 23 
Jan & Wayne Booker - 44 years 
Rich & Trudy Lans - 49 years 



   15 

 

Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Annie & Family 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Bill 
Jacque Bokelman 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
John Braden 
Brenda Brady 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
Monika Cline 
Greg Consoullis 
Joyce Cook 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Bill Duven 
Dr. Steve Friberg 
Shane Fross 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Delores Guerriero 
The Michael Harris Family 
Harry & Larry 
Lindsay Hart 
Doug Hering 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Beverly Hodges 
Marian Hollingsworth 
Gary Howe 
Terry James 
Josh Jones 
John & Dorothy Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 
MaryLee Lane 

Nancy Lind & Family 
Lois 
Jay McCoy 
Rangelee & Eric Meza 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Shari Olson 
Kate & Andrew Osio 
Gary Peck 
Ralph Peterson 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
Roberta Robertson 
Sylvia Sandner 
Bill Schoeman 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Ruthann Sielken 
The Simon Family 
The Celia Snyder Family 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Bev Strecker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Tom Tiktin 
Jim Underwood 
Wanda Wade 
Susan Warden 
The William Weber Family 
Dave & Karen Weesner 
Andrew Wheeler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ethan Zeeb 
Michael & Carmen Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, March 6, 1927.  Now is 
the time to begin to lay by in store for the East-
er Offering.  The cultural value of denying one’s 
self is an even greater thing to be considered 
than the material sum accumulated.  Let us take 
a greater than usual degree of spiritual profit 
this season and the church will have all the 
more material profit.  All offerings will go to the 
Building Fund. 

Ekklesia - Online & Print 
 
If you usually read the Ekklesia online and also 
get a print copy, please consider cancelling the 
print copy. If you would no longer like to 
receive the print copy, please email the church 
office at flc@flccs.net, or call the office at 
719.632.8836.  
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Middle schoolers play disc golf at 
Monument Valley Park. 

THE PEEL HOUSE - GROUNDBREAKING 

Church Council breaking ground. 

Pastor Travis speaking at the 
groundbreaking. 

 

Pastor Carrie is ready! 


