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Marcia Foret has submitted her resignation after 10 years of serving at First Luther-

an. Most recently she has served as Director of Lay and Women’s ministries. Marcia 

shared that she has been praying about this decision and just felt that now was the 

right time. She has been a member of the senior staff and instrumental in coordi-

nating volunteers, running outreach collection efforts and helping reach out to 

visitors and shepherd them toward membership and involvement. If you’ve ever attended a Ministry 

Gathering, donated food, helped on a Habitat build, given Easter basket gifts or backpacks, attended a tea 

or received Holy Communion, then you have been the recipient of Marcia’s work. We will greatly miss her 

love for the congregation and love for the Lord. Her last day will be January 15. Please send in your cards 

and well wishes. She deserves our gratitude and appreciation.  
 

Jacque Bokelman’s health has declined to the point where she is no longer able to 

serve as our Sunday School music director. She has served in that role and among our 

Sunday School program for over 30 years. She is currently in assisted living in Denver. 

Please continue to pray for her health and recovery. Jacque was known for remember-

ing kids’ names and checking in on them throughout their years and often well be-

yond. Many people in their 40s now, remember her faithful love and sharing of the gospel when they were 

little ones in Sunday School. She leaves behind a legacy of true faith and Christ-centered service. The Sun-

day school will be finding a way to celebrate her that she can receive in her current condition. The church 

has also given the family a generous gift to help with medical expenses.  
 

The pandemic makes it difficult to celebrate and thank departing staff the way we would like. But we will 

endeavor to share our appreciation. Thank you for sending your personal wishes to Pastor Hank, Marcia 

and Jacque by sending cards to each of them. 
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From the Pastor 

This new year brings with it a new opportunity that I’m excited about  Training. I want the 
whole congregation to take the course and complete the journals so we can go through this together this 
year. The idea is to get back to the basics of our faith and build from there. The word BASIC is an acro-
nym that represents Bible, Adoration (think worship), Salvation, Imitation (of Jesus) and Church. Even-
tually, after the feedback from the congregation this first year we will offer this annually to help people 
new to the faith becomes fully committed followers of Jesus, AKA Disciples! 

To kick things off we will launch a Bible 101 class that Michaela and I will teach in the next seven weeks. It 
will take place on YouTube and be released on Wednesdays starting next week. I’ll lead a Zoom class on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. for those who want to watch the course together and discuss it. We’ve also 
launched a Facebook reading group. A daily scripture is posted and discussion ensues. The Facebook dis-
cussions have been really interesting so far. 

If you’ve subscribed to our YouTube channel then you’ll be notified when a new class drops. There’s also a 
new BASIC tab on our website www.flccs.net that will have the most recent courses and information. 
Thanks for joining us on this new venture and giving your feedback. Let’s create something that will real-
ly help us pursue the mission of First Lutheran! 

          -Pastor Travis 

Changes for the New Year 
 

Starting in 2021 we will be making some adjustments to the celebrations we announce each week. In or-
der to celebrate a wider demographic we will now lift up 1st birthdays and 90+ birthdays, 10th anniversary 
of a baptism, and wedding anniversaries of 50 years and 60+. 
 
Thank you, First Lutheran!  
 

Over $16,000 was raised for Rainbow Trail from Christmas and Advent offerings. 

http://www.flccs.net


Sermon cont. p. 4 

JANUARY 3, 2021 
JOHN 1:1-18 

This last Sunday of Christmas we read John’s version of the Christmas story. It’s a story but not with 
the usual characters that Luke makes sure to include. There’s no shepherd or wisemen, no innkeepers, 
no angels, not even Joseph and Mary. John tells the story from a cosmic perspective. He starts his story 
as all great stories start, with the grand words, “In the beginning.” 
 
When I hear those words, it’s like I’m being pulled back from what is small and in front of me to look 
at the whole of the thing. I think of those videos of a camera focused on a house on Earth being pulled 
back into outer space. The camera pulls into the sky then the planet itself comes into focus. It keeps 
retreating and the moon and mars and the other planets zoom past. It keeps pulling back until you see 
the sun and then our galaxy, the Milky Way. Then dozens and hundreds of more galaxies float past the 
camera’s gaze. And the sense you get, the point of the video, I think, is to show how small and insig-
nificant we are, how small our whole planet is, how small even our solar system and galaxy are. Every-
thing in put in its proper place when you have the perspective of the whole. 
 
John starts his story there, putting us in our place, and putting God in His place. “In the beginning was 
the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. Everything that came into being came 
into being through the Word.” Like I said, John wants to tell the story from the cosmic perspective. But 
I also think he wants us to grasp the scandal of the story, the scope and breadth and depth of what God 
is 
doing. The Word was life, was the light of all people. The Word. This God who created all things,  who 
is too great for words to describe or comprehend. This word became flesh. The camera zooms all the 
way back in and the Word who is God dwells with us. The one who made our sun, who put the stars in 
the sky, who put the galaxies in motion. This ONE. This one has come all the way down to the speck of 
a planet that is Earth, to that blue marble in the vastness of space, to the blades of grass that are the 
people of the earth, to the mote of dust that is you and me.  
 
God has done that? It’s too wonderful to understand, beyond comprehension. Then the story contin-
ues, this story that John wants us to know. In the beginning was the Word, the Word became Flesh, 
the Word entered the darkness. The Word came to His own, to that which was created through him. 
And we didn’t know him, we rejected him. We put the Cosmic Word on a cross and killed him. That’s 
the scandal of the story, that the Word who created all things would deign to live among us. That the 
Word who gave us the very life we enjoy would submit to our decisions, to our ignorance. The Word 
would enter the darkness of the death we made, the death we impose on each other and finally the 
death that we gave the one who gave us life. 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

Then after the scandal, comes the twist. But the 
darkness did not overcome the light, and the 
Word rose and gives all who believe in him the 
power to become children of God. You and I, the 
small and insignificant can become children of 
the most holy, most omnipotent God. Can you 
believe that? And all it takes is to believe, have 
faith, trust. 
 
That is Christmas in John’s gospel, a Christmas 
that is cosmic, a Christmas that is for us. This 
first part of John, called the Prologue is thought 
to have come from a hymn. You can see why, 
with its grand sweep and poetic language. I can 
imagine early Christians singing this and get-
ting caught up in the scope of the song. Maybe 
to them it was like our favorite hymns -- “I Love 
to Tell the Story” or “Silent Night.” “The 
Church’s One Foundation,” “Lift High the 
Cross,” “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” These 
hymns pull us into something bigger than our-
selves. They tell of twists and turns and the 
hardships of real life, but they always land on 
the good news of God’s grace. “From His full-
ness we have all received grace upon grace.” 
John wrote his gospel that we might come to 
believe in Jesus and have life in His name. I re-
member reading it for the first time at camp 
when I was in seventh grade at camp Luther 
Heights in Ketchum, Idaho. Every day we had 
quiet time to read our Bibles and write in our 
journals. I found a nice spot outside my cabin 
and started reading the book of John. When the 
bell rang to signal it was free time, and all my 
friends ran down the hill to the basketball court, 
I just couldn’t stop reading. The words were 
pouring over me and the Spirit was moving my 
soul.  

Have you ever had that moment reading scrip-
ture or singing a hymn or praying? A moment 
when you feel like a truth is being revealed to 
you, or your eyes are suddenly open to God? For 
me it was like tasting water for the first time 
and realizing how thirsty I was. I just wanted 
more and more. It was like being converted 
again. I know we talk about being saved when 
we are baptized, and God adopts us as His chil-
dren, even before we can respond in faith. But I 
feel like I’ve been saved a dozen times in my 
life, when God reaches down and shows me 
again a new side of him that makes me think I 
never really knew him before. Maybe that’s 
what John means when he says we have re-
ceived from his Jesus fullness, grace upon 
grace. I’m sure it’s what he means when he tells 
us that Jesus is close to the father’s heart and 
makes God known to us.  
 
We are in a new year now, glad to put 2020 be-
hind us, hoping 2021 will turn around. This 
year we are going to go back to the basics and 
some basic training as a church so we can get 
to know God all over again. We’ve developed a 
little acronym for BASIC, “Bible, Adoration, 
Salvation, Imitation, Church and Call.” And 
next week we start with the Bible. I hope you’ll 
join us for a little Bible 101. Because in this 
book are the words of eternal life. In this book 
God reveals His love for us and points us to His 
son, Jesus. 
The new year is a chance to reset, to strengthen 
your foundation, to rebuild and reinforce. That 
hard times aren’t over yet, but I think they have 
done something good for us. This difficult sea-
son has been an opportunity to reassess our 
lives. Everything has been taken away from us, 
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or at least it feels like that. But some of what 
has been stripped away needed to be taken 
from us to give us the perspective to determine 
if we even want that in our life. This new year, 
unlike any new year before it, gives us a chance 
to truly remake our lives. We can develop new 
habits, we can focus on things that truly mat-
ter, we can commit to the most essential 
things, faith, family, service, church, commu-
nity and calling. But before you do anything, 
read the first chapter of John’s gospel again. 
Let the story of God from the beginning be the 
matrix on which you build your life. Center 
yourself on the one who made you, who 
breathed life in you, who is the light of the 
world. Turn your eyes upon Jesus and He will 
make everything clear. Open the word of God 
and read and let the Spirit move your soul. Re-
ceive again the gift of God that you, little old 
you, have become a child of the Most High. 
 
God loves you, comes to you, saves you. This is 
Jesus, the Word of God made flesh. This is 
what Jesus does, he makes God known to you. 
 
Merry Christmas. 
   
Happy New Year.  
 
-Amen 
 
               -Pastor Travis 
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DECEMBER 27, 2020 
LUKE 2:22-40 
 
Merry Christmas!  I know it hasn’t been a Christmas like 
the past, but I pray that you have been blessed this Christ-
mas, maybe more so without the typical distractions.  We 
continue to celebrate the birth of Christ for the 12 days of 
Christmas, so don’t put away those decorations until Jan-
uary 6! 
 
Today we hear the story of the baby Jesus being presented 
in the Temple. His mother would have been required by 
her religion to go and make a sacrifice for purification 
after childbirth. The fact that they give a pair of turtle 
doves for the sacrifice shows that she was poor. The young 
family couldn’t afford to sacrifice a bull, so they took ad-
vantage of the sliding scale and gave the small birds in-
stead. On the one hand, this seems so ancient and 
strange, we don’t have temples in our faith, and we don’t 
make animal sacrifices. We believe that Jesus has fulfilled 
that portion of our religion replacing the temple and sac-
rifices with his own body and sacrifice on the cross. Jesus 
is the living sacrifice, putting an end to the need for regu-
lar trips to the temple to make a sacrifice for our sins. But 
while we don’t have these particular ancient rituals, there 
is something about them that is familiar. When we have a 
child, we bring that child to the community of faith for 
baptism. I’ve sat with scores of young parents over the 
years, instructing them for baptism, reminding them 
what they were taught way back in Confirmation. Often 
the instruction takes place while their baby is in the room, 
sometimes fussing, sometimes taking a bottle, sometimes 
sleeping. But every time, taking our attention away from 
the task of instruction. Who can concentrate when there 
is a cute baby in the room? It’s never a simple task;  it’s 
quick and often interrupted. But we plan a baptism, a 
time for the family and their loved ones to come to the 
church and during a worship service, present their child 
to the Lord. And then comes the day the family arrives a 
few minutes early. I go over what they need to say and 
where to stand and then amid all of you, we baptize the 
child and lift them up before the Lord and before you. I 
think of Mary and Joseph coming to the temple with their 
first born in tow. Holding Jesus close, wary of the crowds, 
feeling nervous as new parents, but being faithful to fol-
low their religion and the instructions of scripture. And 

while they are in the temple, something dramatic hap-
pens. Jesus is recognized as being more than just anoth-
er baby. And there were these old people in the temple 
who saw Jesus as the gift from God that He was. And one 
of them took Jesus in his arms and began to pray and 
prophesy.  
 
I remember when my son Luke was born, my first born. I 
was nervous about taking him to church because I knew 
everyone would want to touch him and hold him. That’s 
the thing about being a pastor; in a sense you belong to 
the congregation. They have a claim on you, not just for 
the work you do, but as person, which I love and appreci-
ate (usually,) but when I realized that claim would ex-
tend to my son, it made me nervous. My instinct was to 
protect him and keep him off limits from being held and 
passed around. Of course, by the time my second, third 
and fourth kids were born, all that protectiveness went 
out the window and I was glad to hand them off to any-
one who wanted to hold them. Often on a Sunday  when 
Victoria and I were ready to go home, we had to roam 
the halls of church to see who had our kids. But we knew 
they were being protected and cared for,  entertained 
and loved by the church. I think of that moment that old 
man Simeon took Jesus from Mary and Joseph and held 
Jesus in his arms. 
Mary and Joseph watched on in amazement as Simeon 
praised God for Jesus. And the things he said about Jesus 
-- that he was salvation for all people, a light of revelation 
to the Gentiles, the glory of Israel. 
Mary and Joseph watched as their son was named and 
claimed as a gift for the whole world. Old man Simeon 
 held Jesus in his arms as his own son, as gift from God 
to him. He had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he 
wouldn’t die until he held the Messiah in his arms. Then 
he has some prophetic wisdom for Mother Mary. Her 
son would cause major disruption in the world, people 
would fall from power because of him and others would 
rise up. He tells her that her future will be filled with 
pain. He describes it as the piercing of her soul with a 
sword. We know that she will see Jesus, her baby, suffer. 
All of us who have children know how painful it is when 
our kids suffer in anyway. Simeon sees for Mary 
what she couldn’t have imagined in the moment. And 
then another old person comes up to the holy family, 
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recognizing Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promises. An-
na, the daughter of Phanuel, is 84 years old. I know those of 
you in your 80s probably don’t appreciate being described 
as Anna is, as a widow of great age. But this woman is a 
woman of faith, she was a fixture in the temple, fasting and 
praying. She had a story of hardship in our own life, her 
husband died after their seventh anniversary and she had 
been alone and on her own since then. She had devoted her 
life to the faith and everyone who came to the temple, may-
be a few times a year or less would see Anna there praying 
and fasting. Anna sees Mary and Joseph and Jesus and Sim-
eon the old prophet and she runs up to confirm what Sime-
on had said. This child was the one who would bring re-
demption to Jerusalem. But that’s the thing about the com-
munity of faith, especially the church.  
 
There are a lot of old people here, devoted to the faith, who 
know and see things that the younger folks don’t and can’t. 
Our culture has unfortunately tended to exalt youth over 
age. But in the community of faith we recognize the gifts of 
our mothers and fathers in the faith. It’s one of the reasons 
we bring our kids to church, so they can interact with these 
Simeons and Annas. We want the Marys and Josephs of the 
world. Mary in her teens, Joseph in his young adult years, 
parents just getting started in this life to come and learn 
from those who are almost finished with this life. The 
church is a place where young learn from the old, where the 
old take time to encourage the young, where wisdom and 
age are respected and appreciated. In too many parts of 
this life we have segregated ourselves from one another. I 
remember with great disappointment at my last congrega-
tion when a woman of great age and wisdom told me that 
she was leaving the church. When I asked why, she said she 
felt she needed to go to an old person’s church. We had 
many young people coming in and things were changing. I 
was so sad because I realized she saw the church as some-
thing that should cater to her and her demographic  
rather than see herself as a Simeon or Anna ready to reach 
out, teach and encourage the young. And I’ve seen the other 
side too, where young people complain about old people 
being stuck in their ways and unwilling to embrace change. 
As a result, they turn a deaf ear to the wisdom and faith 
developed over the years. To learn from one another means 
we must humble ourselves and seek to serve rather than be 
served. We are meant to be a gift to one another, and the 

church is that holy place of interchange. Where else can 
young parents interact with old widows, with prophets 
and priests,  with sages steeped in the faith?  You know 
this pandemic is coming to an end. We are likely down to 
the final months and people are already starting to receive 
vaccines. There is a big worry among church leaders 
that people won’t be coming back, that congregations will 
shrink and lose decades of momentum. I do think there 
are many who were never really committed to the faith, 
who were Christians in name only who may not return 
now that they’ve gotten out of the habit. But I hope that 
this will mean our congregation can focus even more on 
the fundamentals of our faith in Jesus. I hope young peo-
ple who have been turned off by the failings of the church 
will return to find people of great age and faith ready to 
invest in them. I hope old people who have devoted them-
selves to prayer and worship during this pandemic will 
return filled with the Holy Spirit and wisdom, ready to 
share.  I pray we can all see in ourselves both Mary and 
Joseph and Simeon and Anna. All of us are in need of the 
wisdom held by others, and we each have wisdom from 
the Spirit that we can’t keep to ourselves. And in the mid-
dle of all of us, young and old, is Jesus. Just as he was in 
the middle of Mary and Anna, of Simeon and Joseph, 
Jesus is the one who brings salvation to the world. He is 
the one the world longs for, even if they don’t know it. He 
is the one who will rescue us from the darkness that sur-
rounds us in so many forms. And He is the one who 
stands at the center of the congregation, bringing us to-
gether, giving us gifts to serve one another, inviting us to 
proclaim good news to the world. You, my friends, are 
Simeon and Anna, you are Mary and Joseph. We are hold-
ing Jesus this Christmas, learning and receiving from 
Him the fullness of God’s grace and Mercy. And we are 
called to shout his name from the mountaintops that all 
the world would know the good news. 
 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Amen. 
               -Pastor Travis 
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January 

 

10 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8  
  Topic: Life in an Anxious World (MS only) 
14 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
17 – Online Escape Room (MS only), 2 - 3 p.m. 
21 - Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 p.m. for grades 
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8  
24 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 p.m. for   
  grades 6-8  
  Topic: Life in a Relational World (MS only) 
28 - Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 p.m. for grades  
  3-5 & 7-8 p.m. for grades 6-8 
31 – Online ‘Creative Minds Contest’  - details to 
  follow  
 
*Should the weather or the pandemic restrictions 
not allow us to meet in person, an online alternative 
will be offered. Examples: Netflix or Disney+ Watch 
Party, Virtual Escape Room, or Trivia-Game Nights.  

Welcome back! Sunday School 

will resume on January 10. We 

are so excited to see you!  

 

For 2021 we will be practicing tighter security 
on all our Zoom Sunday School gatherings. This 
means that we will no longer be publishing the 
zoom links in our newsletters or on our website, 
despite the increased security of a waiting 
room.  
 

Zoom links will now be sent only through 
emails from Shelly. We are going to be as care-
ful as possible to make sure that all families are 
safe while meeting online at First Lutheran. 
Please see the schedule below for our Sunday 
School offerings. If you have not received previ-
ous emails from Shelly, our Director of Chil-
dren’s and Youth Ministry, or are interested in 
these gatherings and would like the zoom links, 
please email her at shelly@flccs.net. 
 
Preschool Zoom               11 a.m. on Sundays 
 

Kinder-1st Grade Zoom 7 p.m. on Mondays 
 

2nd-3rd Grade Zoom          7 p.m. on Saturdays 
 

4th-5th Grade Zoom          7 p.m. on Tuesdays 
 

6th-7th Grade Zoom          7 p.m. on Wednesdays 

mailto:shelly@flccs.net
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BECOME INVOLVED 
SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

THE BOOK OF ACTS PODCAST 
  

You may also access all podcasts on the book 
of Acts at the address below. 
https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education  
 
In this time of pandemic, I couldn’t think of a 
more relatable text than the Book of Acts. Join 
me in a weekly podcast, as we put ourselves 
into the shoes of the First Apostles. Let us 
learn from the disciples who began their min-
istry cowering behind locked doors only to be 
called by Jesus Christ to continue his ministry 
and to heal and proclaim their witness to a 
broken world.  

FAITH & JUSTICE: MARTIN  
LUTHER KING, JR.’S SERMONS  
Led by Michaela Eskew  
January 10 - January 17  
10:30 a.m. over Zoom 
 
As we approach 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day and in the 
midst of a tumultu-
ous year of racial 
conversations, we 
will spend the next 
two weeks listening 
to and reading four 
of MLK Jr’s most 
famous sermons 
and speeches. Along 
with his famous “I Have a Dream” speech and 
“Letter from Birmingham Jail,” we will also 
explore “The Death of Evil Upon the Seashore” 
and “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop.” These 
speeches resonate with biblical allusions and 
deep theological understanding, while also 
transporting us right into the middle of the 
Civil Rights movement of the 50s and 60s.  
 
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84364439242  
Meeting ID: 843 6443 9242  

https://flccs.net/ministries/adult-education
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES  
CORONA VIRUS SENIOR SUPPORT 
GROUP (FORMERLY, A PLACE TO TALK) 
 

 An online community 
 10 a.m. on Thursdays, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/209040388pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkN
WZsd05hUT09 
Meeting code: 209 040 388 
Passcode: 845080 (Zoom is increasing securi-
ty, so you need this) 
 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  

YOU DON'T NEED TO BE BORED! 
 
Today our guest author is Ann Titus, a regular 
participant of the Corona Virus Senior Support 
Group. At our last Zoom meeting, Ann said she 
was not bored staying at home during the virus. 
Many in the group wanted to know what she 
did because their friends were getting stressed 
out. Ann's secret was the gateway to a broader 
world that her computer offered her. The laptop 
is great for playing games, checking in on fami-
ly news via Facebook, and e-mailing. It also 
opens the door to a world of travel and learn-
ing. For example, you can take a virtual tour of 
National Parks by going to nps.gov. Type the 
words free online college courses into Google 
and discover a world of free education on a 
wide variety of subjects. If you want to become 
more proficient on the computer, join Ann's 
computer class. (See article below). 
            
             -Pastor Maertens   

If the virus keeps you at home and you need 
some diversion, you might be interested in 
Google's Arts & Culture virtual tours through 75 
museums of the world and many other venues. 
You may need a Google account (Gmail 
etc.) https://artsandculture.google.com/project/
streetviews. Google Arts & Culture is also availa-
ble on Android and iOS phones and pads by 
downloading the app from the Google Play 
store. 
Should you want to learn more about comput-
ers, you might join my PC Workshop, which is 
currently being held via Zoom on the first 
Wednesday of each month. This is a group that 
has been meeting at the Senior Center for a 
number of years. We work together to help 
each other with the challenges of computers. 
You can contact me at 2632atitus@gmail.com or 
719-598-3531, and I will send you the necessary 
Zoom information. 
 
    -Ann Titus 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209040388?pwd=d29YcGVrcGtrc2VTK0VkNWZsd05hUT09
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/streetviews
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/streetviews
mailto:2632atitus@gmail.com


   11 

 

WAYFARER’S GROUP   
 
THIRD TUESDAY EACH MONTH, 1:30 p.m., Luther Hall 
 

First Lutheran has a support group for women 
who have experienced the loss of a hus-
band. Meeting now on Zoom. If you would like 
to be part of this group, please contact Marlis 
Olson at 719-596-4593.   

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION  
VIRTUAL CAREGIVER  
SUPPORT GROUP 
 

SECOND TUESDAY GROUP - 1:30-3 P.M. 
Colorado Springs Region 
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit www.alz.org/
crf or call our 24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, July 31, 1927.  It is a matter 
of some interest to us as Lutheran that the first 
woman to swim the English Channel, Gertrude 
Eberle, and the first aviator to fly from New York to 
Paris, Col. Chas. Lindbergh, were both products of 
Lutheran homes.  It also happens that Lieut. Lester J. 
Maitland, who made the first successful flight to the 
Hawaiian Islands, is a Lutheran and one whose faith 
stood him in good stead in trying places. 

UNDECORATE THE FENCE 
January 9, 10 a.m. 
 
Please help undecorate the outside of the 
church by taking down the garland from the 
fence and putting it away.  Email 
chris@flccs.net if you are able to help. 

THANK YOU, MEMBERS OF FIRST  
LUTHERAN! 
 
The proceeds from the sale of items from our  
2020 Mission Marketplace totaled $881.00! All 
of the proceeds go directly to the men, women 
and children involved in the Christian Olive Wood 
Project. As a result, their lives will be enriched as 
they work toward a brighter future.  Your gener-
osity is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
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Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

ONLINE WORSHIP  

EKKLESIA - ONLINE & PRINT 
 
If you usually read the Ekklesia online and also get a 
print copy, please consider cancelling the print copy. 
If you would no longer like to receive the print copy, 
please email the church at flc@flccs.net, or call the 
office at 719.632.8836.  

Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Monday - Friday.  
Devotionals may be picked up by either of the alley 
doors. 

The service is sent to your email each 
Sunday morning. You may also find it on 
our YouTube channel, First Lutheran 
Church Colorado Springs.  
You may also watch it on Facebook at  
9 a.m. each Sunday.  
To subscribe to  
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PRAYER VENTURES 

• Let our prayers, creation and all living things give glory and honor to God, our creator, sustainer, guiding 
light and redeemer. 

 

• Pray that the light, celebration and blessings of community we experience as followers of Christ will contin-
ue far beyond the Christmas holidays and permeate our daily lives as we participate in God’s life-giving work 
and witness in the world. 

 

• A new year can offer hope and enthusiasm for starting anew, or it can bring fear and despair stirred by our 
human weaknesses and failures. Ask God to help us achieve our new endeavors and resolutions and re-
ground ourselves in God’s grace, forgiveness and newness when we fall short of our expectations and goals. 
Ask the Spirit to help us encourage, assist and surround with grace people who stumble or whose confidence 
is unsteady. 

 

•  Give thanks and praise that God knows intimately our complexities, failures, accomplishments, questions, 
goals and hopes, and still looks upon us with loving kindness, newness and a desire for us to thrive as indi-
viduals and communities. 

 

• Pray for our companion churches and international leaders as they confront multiple waves of the pandem-
ic. Ask the Spirit to fill them with hope, resilience and reassurance that our faith in the presence and love of 
God, which we share as siblings in Christ, will unify us in caring for one another and in doing God ’s work in 
the world, using our diverse gifts, cultures, languages, resources and perspectives in every circum-



14  

 

group: 

January 10 
Jonathan Anspach 
Roger Greene 
Mike Haase 
Lucas Hash 
Andrew Hospador 
Lynda Kirby 
Deven Russo 
 
January 11 
Wayne Friedly 
Lorraine Larson 
Lani Schladweiler 
Anita Stubblebine 
Arlyne Thomas 
 
January  12 
Ginger Hipszky 
Rod Schlater 

January 13 
Devin Anderson 
Jeff Gronski 
Holly Hawkins 
Chuck Simmons 
Gary Steen 
 
January 14 
Ryan Halla 
Alicia Waldrep 
 
January 15 
Harlan Hanneman 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
 
January 16 
Laurie Goode 
Lois Peel 

January 14 
LeRoy & Lori Smith - 37 years 
 
January 15 
Mitch & Pamela Martinez - 27 years 
 
January 16 
Georgia & Ronald Waldthausen - 50 years 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to 

Wayne Friedly who will be 95 on January 11 
and to 

Eleanor Hjelmstad who will be 96 on January 15. 
Congratulations! 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
BAPTISMS 
 
January 2 - Dillon Johnson, Luca Johnson  
January 9 - Lucas Jack 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Philip Baylis 
Jacque Bokelman 
Jerry Brunet 
Leslie Crowley 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Lola Dixon 
Marcine Durham 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Angelika Hackel 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Jeff Hjelmstad & Family 
Beverly Hodges 
Marty & Gina Hunt 
Chris Huston 
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Jack & Dorothy Kagarise 
Bob Kerwin 
Diana Keys 

Patti Kruger 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Betsy Plante 
Don Reed 
Michael & Evelyn Ridley 
Phyllis Robbins 
Norm & Silke Sauppe 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Charles Simmons & 
Family 
Ervin & Kari Southard 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Doris Scott 
Cliff Stoker 
Russ Stott 
The Don Trowbridge 
Family 
Martin Winkler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Micheal Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 
DON TROWBRIDGE 

Sandie Trowbridge’s husband; 
 Kelly & Kristen’s father; 

JC and Forrest’s father-in-law;  
grandfather of five.  

Don was preceded in death by his daughter 
Deana Sherman. 

A memorial service will be at a later date. 

flccs.net

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 

KATRINA SIPE 
Larry Sipe’s daughter; 

 Sharon Padilla’s stepdaughter;  
Charlie and Jimmy’s sister;  

Taleah’s mother.   
A memorial service will be at a later date. 
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INTRODUCING  TRAINING  
 

In 2021 we will create a discipleship path to help people grow in their Christian faith. The path will 
be based on the acronym BASIC. Each letter represents a component that we believe is critical to 
building a strong foundation in the faith. The path will consist of classes, journaling and shared 
experiences. We hope everyone at First Lutheran will go through and eventually grow into leading 
some of the components. In this first year we are asking not only for the congregation to partici-
pate but also that everyone give feedback to help create a path that will serve for years to come.  

What does BASIC stand for?  
 
- a weekly 30-minute video class from January 14 - Feb 25 giving an overview of the 
Bible. You’ll learn how the Bible came to be, why it’s trustworthy, what it contains and 

how to read it for spiritual growth. Participants will be encouraged to embark  on a yearlong Bible 
reading plan.  

 
- a daily journal used during the 40 days of Lent, February 17 - April 3 to 
grow in your personal relationship with God. Adoration is about know-

ing and worshipping God. This journal will help us strengthen and deepen our prayer time with 
God and learn how to develop a lifelong relationship with the Divine.  

 
- a weekly 30-minute video class taught once a week during the 50 days of 
Easter, April 4 -May 23 on theology. Why do we need to be saved? Who is 

God? Why did Jesus die? How does one become a Christian?  
 
- a weekly journal used over the summer, May 24 - August  16 to learn how to 
be like Jesus. Spend time looking at the life of Jesus and how He intends His 

follower to behave. Learn the basics of Christian ethics and do some soul searching to identify are-
as in your life where you need to improve.  

 
- A weekly 30-minute class beginning the week of August 16 and culminating 
the week of October 17 after the Ministry Gatherings. Participants will learn 

about the nature and purpose of Christ’s church and their role in it. Learn about the Holy Spirit 
and what gifts you’ve been given by God. Explore using those gifts and discerning God’s call in 
your life.    
 
The first class will be released via YouTube on Thursday, January 14.  I hope you’ll all participate!  


