
 
 

Join a Group - ‘Moving 
Toward Jesus’ 

•  Aspen Groups - Aspen groups are small groups who meet regularly to discuss the 
sermon, share their lives and lift each other up in prayer. They meet in homes and are 
led by volunteers.  

 
• Pastor’s Bible Study - Meets Wednesday mornings at 10 am to discuss the 

scripture relating to the coming Sunday’s sermon. 
 
• Men’s Fellowship Groups - Meets Thursday morning or Thursday evening for 

Bible study, fellowship and prayer. 
 
• Sunday Adult Seminar - Meets Sunday morning at 9:15 am in the Worship 

Center to study various topics related to Christian faith. 
 
• Women of the Word - This women’s Bible study meets two Mondays each month 

throughout the year. 
 
• Women’s Circle Groups - Lydia & Rebekah Circles meet once a month to share 

Bible studies and devotions as well as spiritual growth, fellowship and service. 
 
• Thursday Evening Study - Study a book of the Bible or a book related to the 

Christian faith. 
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January 5 
JG McCall 
Julia Uddenberg 
Petra Urban 
 
January 6 
Daniel Jarmuth 
Keylee Kruse 
Susan Luksic 
Tiana Stepleton 
Andrew Warwick 
 
January 7 
Troy Hanson 
George Skiffington 
Amelia Walsh 
 
January 8 
Christeen Boyd 
Cathleen Hophan 
Becky Remund 
William Simmons 
 
January 9 
Dane Christensen 
Brianna Isidore 
Caden Louis 
Kate McCall 
Savion VanBuskirk 
 
January 10 
Jonathan Anspach 
Roger Greene 
Mike Haase 
Lucas Hash 
Andrew Hospador 
Lynda Kirby 
Deven Russo 
 
January 11 
Brandon Coleman 
Lorraine Larson 
Lani Schladweiler 

Anita Stubblebine 
Arlyne Thomas 
 
January 12 
Ginger Hipszky 
Rod Schlater 
 
January 13 
Devin Anderson 
Jeff Gronski 
Joseph Hanlin 
Holly Hawkins 
Chuck Simmons 
Gary Steen 
 
January 14 
Ryan Halla 
Alicia Waldrep 
 
January 15 
Harlan Hanneman 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Steven Tompkins 
 
January 16 
Laurie Goode 
Lois Peel 
 
January 17 
Bill Busovsky 
Carrie Kahl 
Preston Kahl 
Bentley Posri 
 
January 18 
Julie Furstenau 
Joe Goode 
Karen Lamb 
Braxton Lemkuhl 
Isabella Posri 
 

January 5 
Norm & Judy Woolman - 62 years 
 
January 9 
Chuck & Lenora Simmons - 32 years 
 
January 14 
LeRoy & Lori Smith - 36 years 
 
January 15 
Mitch & Pamela Martinez - 26 years 
 
January 16 
Georgia & Ronald Waldthausen - 49 years 
 
January 17  
Gary & Betsy Green - 39 years 
 
 

Happy birthday to George Skiffington who 
celebrated his 90th birthday  on January 7. 

 
Happy birthday to Eleanor Hjelmstad who 

will celebrate her 95th birthday on January 15.  
 

Congratulations! 
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Alexandria 
Cliff Allen 
Brian Anderson 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Duemece Aragon 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Charlotte Auten 
Billl 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Melvin Brown 
Andrea Bullock 
Frank Canady 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Harry Dekanchuk 
Anna Dillow 
Mary Enos 
Amy Finger 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
The Delores Fransen Family 
Devan Garcia 
Steve Gaspard 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Hannah   
Jon Haring 
Jessica Harris 
Sandra Harris 
Greyson Harper & Family 
The Hawkins Family 
Sara Hayden 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Terry James 
Peter Jepson 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
John Klatt 

Jesse Lawrence & Family 
The David Letcher Family 
The Matykowski Family 
The McClanahan Family 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Lee 
Miller 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Don Nelson 
The Nichols Family 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton & Family 
Craig Parlet 
Tammy Parsons 
Kristin Partenza 
Beverly Petersen 
Tina Pratt 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The David Reid Family 
Ethel Riegel 
Aaron Rindahl 
Sylvia 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Jeanne Smith 
Cathy Spencer & Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Beverly Strecker 
Don Swearingen & Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Valerie Thurman 
Verdawna & Jeff 
Scott Wilkinson 
Dave Wright 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Nick Zuardo & Family 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. Our condolences and prayers  

surround the family and friends of 
Delores Fransen 

Sue Schomber, Sandra Dolan &  
Shelly Tillett’s mother;  

Roger, Jeff & Jeff’s mother-in-law; and 
grandmother of two.  

Her service was in Pecatonica, Illinois, 
 on January 4. 

  

From the Archives 
Stanza from a poem by Edgar Guest, quoted in 
the Annual Report for 1963: 
 The humblest spire in mortal ken, 
 Where God abides, was built by men; 
  And if the church is still to grow 
  Is still the light of hope to throw 
 Across the valley of despair, 
 Men still must build God's house of prayer. 
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

I want to update you on the progress for calling 
someone to replace Pastor Bob Kippley when he 
finishes his interim at the end of February. I’ve 
interviewed four people, three deacons whose 
names were given to us from the synod and one 
other candidate who is not rostered (not a pas-
tor or deacon) but has a similar education to a 
rostered person. I was so impressed with the 
non-rostered candidate that I brought their 
name to Council to discuss whether it would 

be acceptable to hire someone for this posi-
tion who was not ordained. After much discus-
sion we decided that it would be acceptable if 
the person had the right gifts and passions for 
teaching ministries in the congregation. The 
call committee interviewed this candidate and 
checked their references and now we are mov-
ing to the next stage of the interview process. 
I’ll update the congregation when we make a 
decision. If we do move forward with the non-
rostered candidate then it wouldn’t require a 
vote of the congregation but would simply be 
an action of the Senior Pastor and the Church 
Council. Please keep this process in prayer. God 
is listening and answering!   
We are also excited to announce that we’ve 
added Barbara Diem to our staff to prepare and 
print bulletins for weekend worship and other 
services. She started on January 2. This is a part
-time position that reports to the Worship and 

Music department. We are so grateful to Eric 
Wicks who had added bulletin preparation to his 
already very full portfolio while we searched for 
this new staff member.   
And finally, we are beginning to make plans for 
the departure of Deacon Joan Kuehn, our be-
loved director of worship and music. I will be 
holding a listening post with the choir on Janu-
ary 22nd at 7 pm. Before we make any moves, I 
want to make sure that I’ve heard the hopes and 
dreams of those who’ve worked most closely 
with Deacon Joan. This will be an opportunity 
for our music volunteers to share anything they 
need to share with me.   
Oh, one more thing   the lights! We had to delay 
our sanctuary lighting project because of diffi-
culty getting on an electrician’s schedule. But it 
looks promising that the electrical work can be 
finished at the end of this month and new lights 
hung soon after in February. We are in the sea-
son of Epiphany, the season of light and revela-
tion, so it would be fitting to get those new lights 
in during Epiphany!  
First Lutheran never slows down! I’m grateful to 
be with you and continue to work toward our 
mission to equip everyone to become fully  
committed followers of Jesus!  
Happy New Year!  
 
                 -Pastor Travis 
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Casting for Gallery of  
Living  Art 
 

Casting for Gallery of Living Art will be 
Sunday,  January 12 in the Gathering Place. 
All are welcome! No acting experience 
necessary. 
 

Children, 3 pm  
Women & teen girls, 4 pm  
Men & teen boys, 5:30 pm 

New Ringers and Singers  
Welcome 

  

First Lutheran  
Adult Choir 

Enjoy singing with the 8, 9:15 or 10:45 am choir 
on Sunday mornings.  

Rehearsals are  
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm or  

Thursdays at 7:00 pm beginning January 8 & 9. 
 

Youth Handbell Ringers  
2nd through 8th grade  

Rehearsals begin Sunday, January 12. 
  

Sign up in church for either opportunity or call  
719.632.8836. 

Join Our Aspen Group! 
 

• 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 
• 7:00-8:30 pm 
• Sitter for children can be made  
  available! 
• Contact Cheryl Mahon 
• (719) 351-6406 
• cheryl@mahon.us 

The Gift of Years -  
  Growing Old Gracefully 
 

Book Study Resumes January 9 
10 - 11:30, Fireside Room 
 
The Gift of Years by Joan Chittister is highly 
acclaimed and looks at the many dimensions 
of aging: the joys, concerns, struggles and 
surprises. The study is led by Hank Maertens. 
If you did not participate in the previous 
sessions, you are welcome to come to these.  

Save the Date - 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Choir 
 
Pacific Lutheran College Choir will perform at 
First Lutheran on Sunday, January 26, at 7 pm. 
Housing for the choir will be needed. Please 
sign up on the opportunity sheet in the 
bulletin.  
 

Please put this on your calendar. Come support 
one of our Lutheran colleges. 

mailto:cheryl@mahon.us
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What? Smile and Learn Names? - 
Relationship Building with  
Youth 101  
 

 

The OWLs potluck event scheduled for Wednes-
day, January 8, 2020, has been cancelled due to 
cancellation from the Strong Path Team.   
 
 At First Lutheran, we are broadening our view 
and actions about what it means to be in rela-
tionship with our youth.  The key is in connect-
ing with youth in simple, yet meaningful ways.   
Come learn how we can be most intentional 
about building these relationships, and as an 
extra bonus, what it means to be a SPARK  
champion! 

Communion at the Rail 
 During the season of Advent and Christmas we 
have not had communion at the rail because the 
Chrismon tree makes kneeling on the south 
side difficult. We will return to having com-
munion at the rail twice a month on the first 
and third Sunday beginning January 19th.  

Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
 

We will be recognizing those volunteers on 
Sunday, January 26 after all three services who 
have served at the Marion House Soup Kitchen, 
baked a turkey for the Soup Kitchen and assist-
ed with the 2019 Mission Marketplace. 

New Member Class 

 

Anyone who would like to explore membership 
at First Lutheran is invited to join our new 
member class.  You will meet with the pastors 
and staff about the work and ministry of our 
congregation.   The meeting includes an over-
view of Christian faith from the Lutheran per-
spective.  The service if inclusion will be Sun-
day, February 16 during the 10:45 am service.   
Sign up in church, or email marcia@flccs.net if 
you will be attending or are interested in spon-
soring a new member.   

Poinsettias 
 
If you ordered a poinsettia (or more than one), 
they are now available for pick up in the 
thruway. They will be held through Sunday, 
January 12.  

mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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Thank You! 

A big thank you to those who helped 
undecorate the church on Sunday afternoon and 
Monday morning. Your help was amazing! 
Christmas has been put away for another year in 
record time! 

Dear Members of First Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you so much for adopting our unit at 
CMHIP (Colorado Mental Health Institute at 
Pueblo) this Christmas. We are extremely 
grateful  for the kindness and generosity you 
shared with us this holiday season. Many 
thanks for providing us with such wonderful 
gifts and holiday cheer.  
 
Some comments: 
 

“Thank you for making Christmas bright.” 
 

“Thanks, I got my first pair of Nikes in my life– 
and two pair - I only expected one.” 
 

“Thank you very much for my gifts. They were 
very much appreciated.” 

“We are so lucky to have your congregation not 
only as our most significant donor in the 
Springs but as the leading contributor to gifts 
for as long as I can remember. Seeing people’s 
faces when they open their gifts is such a 
blessing. God bless.”  
    Emily, MOSAIC 

Ronald McDonald House 
 
Your Pop Tab donation helps provide a warm, 
comfortable place for families of critically ill, 
hospitalized children to stay. The money we get 
back from your donation goes directly to our 
Ronald McDonald House! Your time & efforts 
are greatly appreciated! 
 
Pop Tabs may be deposited in the container in 
the Gathering Place closet. 
 

Doll Doctors 
 

Doll Doctors processed 417 dolls, 175 Barbies 
and 1624 stuffed animals for a total of 2,216 
pieces in 2019. 
 
Grand Lifetime Total: 
6025 dolls 
22, 882 animals 
 

Total: 28, 907  
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Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 
 

We will be sending kids to camp on the fol-
lowing schedules: 
 

• July 5-11, Senior High campers entering 
9th -12th grades 

• July 26- August 1, Junior & Junior High 
campers entering 4th - 8th grades 

• July 26-29, Campers entering 2nd & 3rd  
grades for half a week 

 

Do not miss this special opportunity to send 
your child to camp for a transformational 
week of fun, fellowship and growth in faith!  
If you have any questions, please contact  
Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net. 

High School Youth 
Here are scheduled opportunities for fellowship 
and gathering, service opportunities, and fun 
events.  Friends are always welcome! 

Super Bowl Potluck Party 

Ski Retreat 

Valentine’s Dance / Fundraiser for HS trip 

Middle School Youth 

2nd Sunday Meet Up 

 
Super Bowl Potluck Party 

Little Lambs Sunday School 
Class  

Children who will be turning three years old as 
of September 19, 2020, are eligible for the Little 
Lambs class. An orientation meeting for 
parents and their little lambs will be held on 
Sunday, January 19 after Sunday School in 
Fellowship Hall. The Little Lambs presentation 
will be Sunday, January 26, during the 9:15 am 
worship service. 
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The Heart of Christianity 

January 9 - The Heart of the Matter – Practice   
       (p. 187-205) 
January 16 - Heart and Home – Being a Christian in 
       an Age of Pluralism  (p. 207-225)  

January Sunday Adult  
Seminar Schedule 
 

 
Most people aren’t quite where they thought 
they’d be by now, financially. This five-week 
series is designed to provide tools to help you 
budget, communicate, set smart goals, save and 
protect yourself from Identity Theft, one step at 
a time. Classes will be led by Cheryl Mahon. 

Plan for your future in this fast-paced, interac-
tive session, designed to help you create finan-
cial goals you can actually accomplish. During 
the class, you’ll learn how to: 
• Identify your values and attitudes about 

money. 
• Discover tools to help you achieve your 

goals. 
• Calculate what each goal will cost you in 

time and money. 

Knit-Crochet 
Ministry 2019 
 

Our small group has 
had a very busy year. 

The following items were completed: 36 shawls, 
11 lap robes, 7 afghans, 18 hats, 40 scarves and 21 
baby blankets. We have continued to donate 
these items and some brought in by other 
church members to Catholic Charities at Marion 
House, Ecumenical Social Ministries, The 
Garden Skilled Nursing and Rehab Center, John 
Zay House at Penrose Hospital, Operation 
Homefront and, of course, friends and members 
of First Lutheran. 
We are very appreciative of gifts of yarn which 
First Lutheran members continue to bring in for 
our use. We realize that some members might 
like to take part in our ministry but are unable to 
visit with us at our Saturday morning meetings. 
If anyone would like to work on items at home 
and just bring them in, here are some 
measurements that might help you get started. 
Rectangular shawls should be at least 20” wide 
and 55” long. Put it around your shoulders, and 
see how it feels. Do the same with one which is 
triangular. Lap robes would start at 36” by 45”, 
and afghans are larger. We have a request from 
Operation Homefront that baby blankets be at 
least 37” squares because some go to toddlers as 
well as babies. A larger square or rectangular 
baby blanket is fie as well. We can furnish you 
with yarn and ideas for projects. Join us in the 
new year! 
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You are Invited! 
Join us on a Cultural Immersion 
Trip to El Paso, Texas 

 

We will be visiting our sisters and brothers at 
Christo Rey Lutheran Church, a Rocky Moun-
tain  
Synod congregation near the border of Juarez, 
Mexico. We will broaden our understanding of 
our neighbors who minister to the poor living in 
the border communities. We will hear personal  
accounts of border life and challenges and will 
be immersed in the intersection of Mexican and  
Mexican-American cultures. We will learn 
about the economic and social environment, as 
well as the spiritual journeys of others through 
the eyes of our faith.  This is a structured, faith-
based educational opportunity to get to know 
our neighbors that we are called to love. There 
will be a pre-trip  
orientation/ education meeting.  
If you are interested, sign up on the opportunity 
sheet to receive additional information.   
On Sunday, January 19th and Sunday, February 
2nd, there will be information sessions in the 
library from 10:15 to 10:45 am. Please prayerfully 
consider joining us on this journey. 

Ask A Nurse Resource Comes to 
First Lutheran  

 

As part of our Enhancing Ministry to Older 
Adults initiative, we are beginning the “Ask A 
Nurse” program for those with medical ques-
tions. With primary care provider visits getting 
shorter, many of us find little time to ask ques-
tions and share our concerns in the doctor’s 
office. The question may be related to the medi-
cations you are on or fears of what recurring 
symptoms might mean or related to diet and 
exercise. You will have an opportunity to ask a 
nurse about any questions you may have on the 
morning of January 19th from 9 - 11 am in the 
Book Alcove next to the Welcome Center desk. 
A Nurse Practitioner will be available for a con-
fidential consultation. A signup sheet will be 
available on the morning of January 19th at the 
Welcome Desk.  

Lutheran Refresher Course 

 

Pastor Travis will lead a refresher course on 
Lutheranism for any members or visitors 
who are interested.  This 90-minutes class 
covers the basic Lutheran beliefs including 
topics such as baptism, the Bible, Holy Com-
munion, salvation, vocation and discipleship.  
This course is also a part of our new member 
program but is open to anyone who would 
like to attend. 
Sign up in church, or email marcia@flccs.net 
if you will be attending. 

mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
 
Pastor’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 10 am, Fireside Room 
 
Cancer Prayer  
Support Group    
Fourth Saturday of the month, 10 am, Library  
Sign up in church, or call 719.447.6068. 
 
Book Discussion Group 
Wednesday, January 8, 7:00 pm 
Upstairs Conference Room 
 
The Heart of Christianity 
Thursday, January 9 
6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Upstairs Conference Room 

Schedule of Services: 

 

12-STEP SUPPORT GROUPS 
Sunday 
4:00 pm  CODA Women’s Group, Main Floor 
6:00 pm  “Old North End” AA, 2nd Floor, SW Room 203 
 
Monday 
6:00 pm  Emotions Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   SW Room 203 
6:30 pm   Debtors Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   NW Room 204  
7:30 pm  “Attitude of Gratitude” Al-Anon, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
 
Tuesday 
9:00 am  Overeaters Anonymous, Main Floor 

(through the end of March) 
5:30 pm  Tuesday Evening Meditation & Solutions AA 

Meeting, Main Floor 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Group Parent Meeting, Main Floor

  
Wednesday 
7:30 am  Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor, NW Room 

204 
5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
6:00 pm  “164” AA Support Group, Lower Level  
7:00 pm  Women’s Discovery Empowerment Group, 

2nd Floor, NW Room 204 
7:30 pm  Recovering Snowflakes meeting of Cocaine 

Anonymous, Main Floor 
 
Friday 
 5:00 pm  CODA Support Group, Lower Level 
 5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203  
 7:00 pm     Co-dependency Anonymous, Lower Level 
 7:00 pm   “Living Free” AA Group, 2nd Floor,  
    SW Room 203 
 
Saturday 
 8:30 am   Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  NW 

Room 204 
 8:30 am  S-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
 2:30 pm    “Gift of the Heart” Alcoholics Anonymous, 

Main Floor 
 
All groups meet in the Peel House on the north side of the church 
property. 
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