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JANUARY 4, 2023     

 
 

REGISTER FOR WINTER/SPRING SMALL GROUPS.  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY - This new group will meet about once every two 
weeks from April through June.  The time will vary depending on weather and 
focus, and will include sunrise, sunset, daytime, and night sky photog-
raphy.  The group will work together to find optimal times and locations for 
outings.  If there is interest, one or more meetings may focus on editing  
pictures to maximize impact.   
 

SOCIAL DANCE LESSONS – This group will meet for ten weeks on Friday eve-
nings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Peel House Parlor. Thirty minutes of visiting 
with dessert followed by 60-minute lesson by dance instructor, Angela Harder. 
Dates of lessons (1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 2/3, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/24, and 3/31). The 
type of dance will be decided based on a majority vote. Cost is $150/couple or 
$100/single participant. Childcare is available in the Youth Center if requested. 
 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP – It seems that we all know someone who is cur-
rently being treated for cancer. We’d like to start a group that can support 
the patient and/or the family of the patient going through treatment. Day 
and time to be determined based on response. Childcare is available if  
requested. 
 

BOARD GAME NIGHT – This group will meet on the second Friday of each 
month (Jan 13, Feb 10, and Mar 10). Bring a board game for 2-4 players. Learn 
new games. Meet new friends. Time will be determined on interest level of 
sharing a meal together. Childcare is available if requested. 
 

Sign up here:  http://bit.ly/3WnFVED 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

Happy New Year! What a wonderful Christmas celebration we experi-
enced this season. Many thanks are owed to our musicians, staff and 
volunteers who led us through Advent and Christmas and into this new 
year. Over 1300 people came to celebrate the birth of Jesus with us on 
Christmas Eve. Then on New Year’s Day the Sanctuary was packed with members ushering in the 
new year followed by a really fun and relaxing potluck in the Gathering Place. Everything was really 
great, and my heart is full of love for all of you!  
 

On New Year’s Day I included two resolutions for our congregation in the sermon. In the past two 
years over 100 new people have become members of First Lutheran. Even more new visitors worship 
with us regularly. With all these new people we need to redouble our efforts at building community. 
So, I’m challenging you, especially those of you who have been members longer than five years, to 
make a concerted effort this year to meet and befriend new people within the congregation. My  
second challenge was to increase our volunteerism. We need to transition from being a staff-run 
congregation to a volunteer-run congregation equipped by staff. This will help us to build communi-
ty as we work shoulder to shoulder on the ministry of the church. It will also help us to live within our 
means and keep staff budgeting appropriate to our size.  

 

As we look forward to the New Year, I’m particularly excited about two things coming up. The first is 
the return of Gallery of Living Art. Remember we had to cancel it in 2020 right before the weekend of 
showings even though everyone had spent months preparing. Because of COVID we couldn’t hold 
GOLA in good conscience for 2021 or 2022. But this year we will go forward and bring back this  
incredible telling of the Gospel of Jesus through live reproductions of famous artwork-or as we call 
them “pictures.” If you want to get to know people in the congregation, sign up to help with GOLA, 
either as an actor or stagehand or doing something with make-up or music. Casting is January 22.  
I’m also excited about our second annual all-church retreat at Rainbow Trail. We listened to reviews 
from last year and decided to move it into April so that it won’t be as cold or icy, although there will 
still be a good chance of snow and skiing. This was a great way for whole families to attend together 
and enjoy fellowship, play, have meals and worship together.   
 

We will continue to move forward on our strategic plan this year, so look for a new mental health  
resource center, children in worship, a sabbath-focused Lenten devotional and more in the new year. 
Thank you for your support of this ministry. God is moving us and using us for His glory!  
 
-Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

JANUARY 1, 2023 
CHRISTMAS/NAME OF JESUS SUNDAY  
LUKE 2  

For some of us New Year’s Day is a day to get reflective. A day to ponder the meaning of life and look at our own 
lives and ask are we living the life we want to live? For others of us it’s just another turn of the calendar and may-
be we’re a bit annoyed that the world isn’t back to its regular schedule, yet. I resonate with both of those feel-
ings on this New Year’s Day. For the church our new year happened over a month ago when Advent rolled 
around. Now we are smack in the middle of Christmas and today we reflect not on the Birth of Jesus but on what 
happened eight days afterwards.  
 
Today is Name of Jesus Sunday or the second Sunday of Christmas. But reflecting on Jesus’ name I think fits 
nicely with New Year’s Day and making decisions about how we want to live this life. What do you know about 
your name? Do you know what it means? Do you know why it was chosen for you? Do you like your name? Has it 
caused problems for you? One of my best friends growing up is Vietnamese, his name is Duy, D-U-Y, and people 
had a hard time pronouncing it. I have this vivid memory of ordering food with him at the mall food court when 
we were in middle school. When they called his name they pronounced it wrong, but he went to claim his food 
anyway. But they wouldn’t give it to him because they thought he was lying about who he was. I guess they 
thought this young kid was trying to steal food. Looking back, I can’t help but wonder if there was some racism 
in that moment. But it left him in tears and hungry. The rest of us were confused, but he grew up in America 
where his name stood out as different and it made him wrestle with his identity from an early age, something I 
didn’t have to do.  
  
Maybe that’s why I’ve gravitated towards names that are easy to spell and pronounce. My kids are Luke, Sam, 
Sarah, and Anna. I didn’t want their names to be a stumbling block for them, and I wasn’t too interested in get-
ting creative. Their names are Biblical; that was important to us. I have some hope that when they research the 
meaning of their name they will connect with one of the heroes of scripture. Doctor Luke proclaiming the gospel 
to people through careful research and interviews. The prophet Samuel hearing God’s call and obeying the Lord 
throughout his life. The Matriarch Sarah who initially laughed at God’s amazing promise of a child but then 
raised Isaac to serve the Lord. Or the prophet Anna who welcomed Jesus in the temple, telling all who would 
listen what she knew about the child.  
 
Names matter and we look for meaning in them even if none was intended. As I understand it, my parents 
picked my name off a tray of options that was handed to them after I was born. My dad had a friend named 
Travis, and so that’s what I was called. But when I looked up the meaning I found that it wasn’t very interesting. 
It means From the Crossroads and my last name Norton means North of Town. My name is an address. But over 
the years I have thought about the crossroads of life and perhaps God has called me to bridge some gaps. I was 
raised a Lutheran but in a more evangelical-type church and I’ve felt that call to bridge the crossroad between 
the Mainline and the Evangelical worlds. I’m careful about politics, trying to meet people at the crossroads of 
Left and Right hoping to help people see the way of God that transcends party lines.  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

We are all searching for our identity, our purpose. I 
believe that identity is received from God, something to 
be discovered. We can spend our lives living into the 
identity that God has given us which includes our gift-
ings and purpose, our call to serve and sacrifice. Or we 
can spend our lives running away from our identity, 
trying to disguise it or hide from it like Jonah running 
from Nineveh. Before Jesus was born he was given a 
name. The name is a play on Joshua or Yeshua. It wasn’t 
a new name or even an uncommon name. It harkened 
back to the Old Testament Joshua who took the mantel 
from Moses and led the people through every obsta-
cle into the promised land. The name means God saves 
and when the angel tells Joseph what to name Mary’s 
child he is told to name him Jesus, ‘for he will save his 
people from their sins’. This is Jesus’ identity, it is who 
he is from birth, who God has called him to be. He will 
be tempted to go his own way, but he will refuse the 
temptations and give us the example of living into our 
God given identity.  
 

We don’t have many stories about young Jesus and how 
he was raised to accept the mantel of his name. My fa-
vorite Christian musician, Rich Mullins has a song that 
asks, “Did he grow up hungry, did he grow up fast, did 
the little girls giggle when he walked past? And did they 
tell You stories 'bout the saints of old? Stories about 
their faith? They say stories like that make a boy grow 
bold, stories like that make a man walk straight.” Some 
of the ancient books that people claim were left out of 
scripture are really books wondering about Jesus’ child-
hood. They imagine him working miracles as a kid, 
making birds of clay come to life and things like that. 
But I like to imagine that Jesus spent most of his child-
hood figuring out who he was, just like we do. We 
spend our childhood trying to figure out who we 
are and then we do the same thing as adults, don’t we? 
At every milestone, at every major turn, we ask the 
question- what am I supposed to be doing with this life? 
 

When the shepherds came and told Mary all that the 
angels had told them about Jesus being the Messiah, 

our scripture says that she “treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart.”  
I think it’s safe to say that she was the one who shared 
these words with Jesus as he grew up. Telling him the 
story of his birth every year in words he could under-
stand. And as he grew to understand this identity he 
made choices to live into it.  He stayed behind at the 
temple when he was just 12 years old to argue with the 
rabbis about the nature of His Father, God. When he 
was baptized he heard clearly confirmation of who he 
was, the son of God, beloved by the Father, filled with 
the Spirit. And his entire life then was about being 
Jesus, the savior of the world, the son of God, the one 
who reveals God’s nature to us and the one who  
teaches us how to be human.  
 

Our lesson from Philippians sums up who Jesus was 
and is nicely. He was in the form of God but did not 
regard equality with God as something to be exploited. 
He emptied himself, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient to the point of death, even death on the cross. 
God gave him the name that is above every name. “So 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend in 
heaven and earth and under the earth and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” That’s quite the identity. One with 
God but not using that to his advantage. Instead using 
it to our advantage so that we could be saved through 
his death on the cross and live lives that confess him as 
Lord. And we who are baptized share in this identity 
with Jesus, we carry his name and his mission forward 
in this life each in our own way. It used to be that you 
didn’t get your name until you were baptized. It mim-
icked the rite of circumcision and naming of Jesus that 
happened 8 days after his birth. And so the name you 
were given at baptism was known as your Christian 
name. Each of us share this name, Christian. God in-
vites us to reflect on what it means for us to be Chris-
tian in this world, what it means for us to follow Jesus’ 
way of being humble, of emptying ourselves, of taking 
up a cross and sacrificing so that others would know 
salvation. 
 

New Year’s Day is a wonderful day to reflect on your 
Christian identity, to make your plans and set your 
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goals. To receive again the name you have been given 
by God, beloved child of the Most High, forgiven of 
your sins, assured of heaven, called to serve others. 
How will you serve God this year? How will you serve 
your neighbor? How will you live into your Christian 
identity? How will you have the same mind that is in 
Christ Jesus? Take some time today to think through 
that for yourself, at this stage in your life.  What does it 
look like this year for you to carry the name of Jesus? As 
we do that for ourselves I think we can also do that for 
our congregation. Our name isn’t very interesting, First 
Lutheran Church. But even within that name comes 
some clues to our identity. Our actual name is First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. We are called First be-
cause we were the first Lutheran church in Colorado 
Springs. As such we have a long history and a strong 
reputation in the city for service and excellence, we are 
the biggest Lutheran church here in terms of members 
and budget, in influence and giving. In fact, we are one 
of the largest Lutheran churches in the entire Rocky 
Mountain Synod. We may even be the largest since we 
have come back stronger than ever after the Pandem-
ic.  This isn’t something to brag about but rather some-
thing to acknowledge humbly and recognize that it 
comes with responsibilities to serve. We can’t just be 
about ourselves but instead need to always be looking 
for ways to serve the whole church and this communi-
ty. We also must be the standard bearer for our middle 
name, “Lutheran.” Lutherans proclaim a specific under-
standing of the gospel that is rooted in God’s grace 
displayed by Jesus on the cross. Especially that we are 
saved by grace through faith, that salvation is a gift of 
God and cannot be earned and God is revealed most 
clearly through Jesus’ death on the cross. And finally, 
we remember that we are a church. We are a gathering 
of people called Christians who gather to worship the 
Lord Jesus and seek to follow him in our daily lives. 
 

I’d like to suggest two specific resolutions that we can 
live out in 2023 to be a more faithful church. God is 
bringing new people here every week, we have visitors. 
The makeup of our congregation has changed dramati-
cally in the past two years. We have over a hundred new 
people who have joined since January 2021. We need to 
do some basic community building this year to contin-

ue to hold up our standard of unity and friendliness. I 
would like all of you to take it upon yourself to meet and 
become friends with someone knew at First Lutheran 
this year. That’s a fun goal for you extroverts and intimi-
dating for us introverts- but that’s my challenge to you. 
Every week I’d like you to seek out someone you don’t 
know and have a conversation with them. If you’re 
brave, invite someone out to coffee or lunch or maybe to 
your house for dinner. Would you consider expanding 
your friend group at church, which might be a challenge 
for those of you who’ve been friends for decades. But 
that friendly church you grew up in only stays friendly 
when everyone has room for more friends. To help we’ll 
be doing things like more potlucks and church meals, a 
longer passing of the peace, more outings, and events to 
give you a chance to make new friends with each other.   
 

The second resolution I have for our congregation is to 
increase our volunteerism. If you already volunteer then 
invite someone to join you and teach them how to usher 
or host a Peel House event or serve at a memorial ser-
vice. I’m asking the staff to spend more of their 
time finding and leading volunteers for a couple of rea-
sons. One has to do with our budget and learning to live 
within our means which means doing less with staff and 
more with volunteers. But the second is recognition that 
when you volunteer with someone you get to know 
them and build community and make new friends. 
Making new friends and serving as volunteers I believe 
will strengthen our congregation as we live into our call 
as First Lutheran Evangelical church. That hidden part 
of our name, Evangelical, may be the most important. It 
means good news, sharing the good news of Jesus with 
those who need to hear it. I pray that this year we will 
grow in our evangelism so that everyone in this city 
knows the God who descended from heaven to save this 
world from sin. I pray that God will bless us again this 
year and let us be the ones to introduce people to Jesus. 
We bear the name of Jesus, the name that is given to the 
Messiah, the name that will cause one day every knee to 
bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  
May we carry that name faithfully this year as a congre-
gation and in our individual calling. May everything, we 
do bless those around us and give glory to God.  
                -Pastor Travis 
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NEW CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH  
MINISTRY SCHEDULES FOR 2023 

 

Over the last few weeks, I have taken feedback from volunteers,  
parents, and youth on our program, and we are making some  
changes. Most of these do not affect our schedules, just what  
happens for our Children and Youth within the time frames we are already used to.  
 
First, our Sunday School will be following through with the strategic plan to get our children more  
engaged in worship. This means that our children will start downstairs in the Fellowship Hall on  
Sunday mornings but will finish the hour by joining their families for communion each week. See  
below: 
 

9:15 – 9:30 a.m.          Icebreaker Games in the Fellowship Hall 
9:30 – 9:40 a.m.          Opening Prayer, Invocation, and Songs with Scott 
9:40 – 10:15 a.m.        Sunday School Lessons in Grade Classrooms 
10:15 a.m.                   Children Join in Worship 
 

Children will be brought upstairs at the passing of the peace to participate in communion and the 
completion of the service with their families. The first two pews will be used for Sunday School  
teachers and any unaccompanied students. 
 

Next are our changes for the Youth Ministry. We have had lackluster reviews of Couch Worship this 
past fall, so we will be taking that out and exchanging it for a balance of youth group and in-person 
worship at the 11 a.m. service. Please see below for the weekly schedules. These schedules will also be 
on our Children’s and Youth Ministry Bulletin Boards in the Gathering Space and Youth Center to 
avoid any confusions. (Continued on next page) 
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FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS (GRADES 6 – 8) 
 
1st and 3rd Sundays 
                9:30 a.m.             Service Learning in the Youth Center 
                11:00 a.m.           Middle School Youth Group in the Youth Center 
 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
                9:30 a.m.             Middle School Youth Group in the Youth Center 
                11:00 a.m.           Go to Worship together! 
 
FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS (GRADES 9 – 12) 
 
1st and 3rd Sundays 
                9:30 a.m.             Service Learning in the Youth Center 

11:00 a.m.           Go to Worship Together! 
                12:00 p.m.           High School Lunch In and Out (1st Sundays only)  
 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
                11:00 a.m.           High School Youth Group in the Youth Center 
 

Service Learning is an opportunity for our youth to understand the greater impact that the Global 
Christian Church and specifically First Lutheran makes in our community and abroad. As often as 
possible, we will serve in practical ways around our church and with our community partners. 
 

Youth Group will include games, faith formation, and intentional community building. 
 

High School Lunch In and Out is a reprisal of the High School lunches out that were so popular last 
year, but now we will also include opportunities to cook together in the Peel House.  
 

Should there be a fifth Sunday, Middle Schoolers will have Youth Group at 9:30 a.m. and we will be 
encouraging all our youth to participate as volunteers in the 11:00 a.m. service. 
                   

                                -Michaela Eskew 
                                    Minister of Faith Formation 
                         
                         
                            More Youth Ministry information on the following page 

YOUTH MINISTRY CHANGES 
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CONFIRMATION AND YOUTH  
VOLUNTEER BRUNCH  
January 8, 8:30 a.m. in the Peel House Kitchen 
 

January 8 is Youth-Led Service Sunday! We 
are asking our youth to sign up to be  
greeters, ushers, acolytes, communion  
assistants, and readers for the 9:30 and  
11 a.m. worship services. As an incentive, we 
will be hosting a brunch at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Peel House Kitchen for all those in  
Confirmation and those serving in the  
worship services that morning. Make sure to 
reach out to Cheryl Mahon or Michaela Eskew 
to grab the volunteer role that you want. Or 
sign up at this link:  
http://bit.ly/3ETa7jK  

WINTER RALLY DAY  
January 8  
  
As we kick off 2023 here at First Lutheran, you 
will see some changes. Starting on January 8 we 
will be following through with our strategic plan 
to get our children into worship. This means 
that our children will start downstairs in Fellow-
ship Hall with Michaela Eskew, our Minister of 
Faith Formation, our Sunday School teachers 
and Shepherds and Scott Louis, our Music  
Leader starting at 9:15 a.m. After a brief all-
grade gathering, we will send our children to 
their classrooms for some fun no-sew blanket 
projects. At around the time of the Passing of 
the Peace and Offering our children will be 
brought back into worship where they will join 
their families for the rest of the service.  
  
January 8 will also mark the return of regular 
Youth Ministry offerings. Our 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School hour for middle schoolers will begin 
again in the Youth Center led by Neil Mahon. 
Then we will head into the Sanctuary for  
worship to either serve or support the youth that 
are serving at the 11 a.m. service. Our lunch and 
afternoon high school youth group is in the  
process of being re-imagined so stay tuned for 
more news on that. SHEPHERD’S LUNCH OUT 

January 15, 12 p.m. Destination TBD 
 

If you are a Sunday School Shepherd, Michaela 
Eskew is going to treat you to a lunch out on 
January 15 for your hard work this fall. Please 
meet at the Round Desk at 12 p.m.  

http://bit.ly/3ETa7jK
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INGATHERING OF FOOD FOR CARE AND SHARE 
 

During the month of January, we will be collecting food to feed 
those in need. Care and Share is currently in need of peanut butter, 
canned fruit, canned tuna, and canned vegetables. Please bring 
your food to the north wall between the west-facing glass doors in 
the Gathering Place.  

                   FIRST LUTHERAN IS A FRIENDLY  
                    CONGREGATION? 
 

             Most of our congregation would describe us as a     
               friendly congregation, but not all visitors would describe us 
          that way. As a matter of fact, here are  some comments from our anonymous  
         visitor surveys.  
       “The preaching and music has kept us coming back. Three staff people have        
     greeted us, however, no parishioners (except for sharing the peace). We would enjoy     
    meeting others.”  
    “Other than short conversations with three different staff members on different weeks, no      
one has stopped to say hello or welcome us. This was quite different than the congregation        
members who got up to talk during the stewardship series talking about how welcoming the church 
was.” 
Sometimes, we are stereotypical Lutherans. We sit in the same pew, which means we share the peace 
with the same people. We even chat with the same people during coffee fellowship following the ser-
vice. This is comfortable for us. But imagine you are visiting a church for the first time, and someone 
says, “Hi, my name is Sherry. I don’t believe we’ve met. How long have you been at First Lutheran?” 
and starts a conversation. I challenge each one of you to introduce yourself to one new person each 
week. Maybe it’s someone who has been a member for 20 years, but you’ve just never met them. At the 
very least you will have filled someone’s bucket that day and that’s what life is all about. 
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Lannette Abbey 
Daniel Abraham 
Katie Ackerman 
Laura Alton 
Ron Andersen 
Rosemary Anderson 
Andrea Artley 
Dave Aspenson 
Mary Auten 
Butch Backlund 
Gail Backlund 
Sue Badgett 
Bonnie Bagley 
Larry Bagley 
Andy Ballas 
Eileen Ballas 
Colleen Bardy 
Cindy Bauer 
Mike Bauer 
Emmy Baylis 
Bert Bedford 
Diane Bell 
Mike Bell 
Marlene Bigelow 
Judy Bogard 
Tom Bogard 
Diane Boldt 
David Bondurant 
Judy Bondurant 
Jerry Branesky 
Linda Branesky 
Pete Bredlau 
Bill Busovsky 
Karen Busovsky 
Kathleen Capron 
Bruce Carlson 
Blake Chafetz 
Josh Cole 
Riley Cole 
Jack Collier 

Linda Collier 
Jim Daubert 
Charlotte DeJong 
Peter DeJong 
Brenda DeLuca 
Joe DeLuca 
Sherrie Denton 
Barbara Dixon 
Carol Donachy 
Chuck Donachy 
Gini Dugan 
Anita Eckley 
Mike Eckley 
Darlene Edwards 
Lynn Eggum 
Rob Eggum 
Rose Eggum 
Ben Evans 
Carolyn Fleming 
Donna Flores 
Rick Flores 
Sherri Foos 
Jason Fox and family 
Karen Frank 
Dan Friedell 
Pat Friedell 
Julie Furstenau 
Ron Furstenau 
Candi Mountain-Gaddie 
Stacy Gatto 
Margie Gentry 
Chris Gerbig 
Paula Gillaspie 
George Gillaspie 
Kaikoa Goff 
Tad Goodenbour 
Helen Koons-Gragert 
Steven Gragert 
Amelia Gregg 
Jan Gregg 

Jeff Gross 
Judy Hagge 
Paul Haller 
Chris Hansen 
Sylvia Harding 
Erna Haring 
Sofie Harsma 
Mary Hartwell 
Al Hassebrock 
Peter Hauer 
Diane Heinemann 
Charlie Helmstetler 
Linda Helmstetler 
Bernie Herpin 
Karen Hertsgaard 
Trudy Hill  
Peggy Hinrichs 
Judy Hjelkrem 
Terry Hjelkrem 
Ruth Hjelmstad 
Wayne Hjelmstad 
Conner Holiday 
Randy Hollar 
Mark Holley 
Marta Holley 
Kathy Holmes 
Linda Wilson-Holt 
Stacey Hudson 
Riley Huebner 
Stacey Huebner 
Andrea James 
Kelli Jarmuth 
Cathie John 
Dave Johnson 
Shirley Jones 
Jane Juris 
Preston Kahl 
Alison Kennedy McMillan 
Shanna Kennedy 
Mary Kerwin 

Carol Kochis 
Marcus Kochis 
Ed Koditek 
Eve Koger 
Liz Koop 
Karin Kovalovsky 
Trudy Lans 
Drake Larson 
Jan Larson 
Jennings Larson 
Jessica Larson 
Joanne Larson 
Bill Layton 
Gloria Layton 
Chris Lieber 
Vicki Lieber 
Beth Lindquist 
Paul Lindsey 
Jane Linnenburger 
Bill Lipscomb 
Eileen Lipscomb 
Linda Loflin 
Mark Mahler 
Mindy Mahler 
Steve Mahon 
JG McCall 
Kate McCall 
Dylan McConnell 
Ann Mellott 
Cathy Mellott 
Diane Millburn 
Judy Morgan 
Kathy Mutz 
Bridger Nelson 
Lance Nelson 
Lisa Nelson 
Paul Nickodemus 
Jill O’Brien 
Mike Olsen 
Patti Olsen 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 
FOURTH QUARTER 2022 LAY MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS 
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

Dana Olson 
Vic Olson 
Trond Ostrem 
John Palmen 
Patrick Palmen 
Chris Parkhill 
Linda Parobek 
Jon Parobek 
Janice Pavell 
Patsy Pedersen 
Lois Peel 
Marlyn Peet 
Mary Peet 
Dave Peterson 
Helen Peterson 
Kathy Peterson 
Lynn Peterson 
Bill Phipps  
Sherry Phipps 
Cheryl Pixley 
Lisa Podoll 
Anne Rivers 
Rick Rivers 
Pam Rokke 
John Samuelson 
Linda Samuelson 
Carol Schlater 
Carol Schmitz 
Kathy Schroeder 
Verna Severson 
Tina Sharp 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Liz Shoemaker 
Jordee Simmons 
Lenora Simmons 
Willy Simmons 
Gini Simonson 
Jim Simonson 
Margie Sisson 
Rusty Smith 

Aiden Spaziani 
Leslie Spaziani 
Vincent Spaziani 
Jeremy Stanley 
Steve Steiner 
Deborah Steinke 
Paul Steinke 
Kathleen Stott 
Ed Strecker 
Teri Swanner 
Bob Tim 
Scott Tonder 
Betsy Tuma 
John Tuma 
Dick Utzke 
Suzy Utzke 
Gudrun Vest 
Vickie Voth 
Georgia Waldthausen 
Grant Warrington 
Cris Waters 
Lucy Waters 
Denny Weber 
Sandy Weber 
Julie Wick 
Clio Wilkerson 
Dianne Wilkerson 
Starr Wise 
Beth Zautke 
Bill Zautke 
Janice Zerbe 
Jeff Zust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

JANUARY 19 
  OLIVE GARDEN SOUTH 
513 N. Academy (across from Citadel Mall) 
11:30 a.m. 
Contact Jan Hanlin to RSVP, 719.632.2360 

THE PEEL HOUSE PRESENTS 
 

THE BRAHMS SEXTETS 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 7 P.M. 
FREE ADMISSION 

GALLERY OF LIVING ART (GOLA) 
CASTING IS COMING! 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 BEGINNING AT 3 P.M. 
 
Men, women, youth and children are needed 
for roles. No experience is necessary, and no 
acting is required. Can you hold a pose for a 
few minutes? Perfect! Come to casting!   
For more info:  chris@flccs.net 

UNDECORATE THE FENCE 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 10 A.M. 
 
UNDECORATE THE PEEL HOUSE 
MONDAY - THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 - 12, 10 A.M. 

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE 
STREAMED AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 
8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.  

WORSHIP & STUDY 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
7 p.m., Peel House  

 

LIVING LUTHERAN 
Led by Marcus Kochis 
January 8 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor 
 

This year we will take periodic breaks in 
the Adult Seminar calendar to take up a 
current topic in the lives of Lutherans. 
These will only be one-week sessions, so 
you don't want to miss it! 
 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:  
COMPANIONSHIP ALONG THE WAY 
Led by Lori Duncan 
January 15 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House Parlor 
 

Perhaps you’ve heard the term “spiritual 
direction” but are unsure about what it 
is or how it might contribute to your 
own life with God. Join us on January 15 

to learn what it is and isn’t, its history 
and purpose, and some practical  
takeaways that can serve to deepen your 
intimacy with Jesus. 

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY  

• 8 - Baptism of Jesus  
• 15 - New Sermon Series: But I Say to   

  You….   
     Jesus defends the Old Testament Laws  
• 22 - Jesus teaches about Anger &  
    Murder  
• 29 - Jesus teaches about Lust & Adultery  

WEDNESDAYS IN JANUARY  

• 4 - Did God create the Devil?  
• 11 -  Why did God create me with    

  flaws?  
• 18 - What does it mean to love my    

  neighbor?  
• 25 - What does it mean to be saved by         

   Grace?  
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
7 P.M., PEEL HOUSE, ROOM 201 
 

FEBRUARY 1  
The Thursday Murder Club: A Novel by 
Richard Osman, the first of three in the 
Thursday Murder Club Mystery Series; a 
"laugh-out-loud whodunit" and New York 
Times best seller, soon to be a major motion 
picture by Steven Spielberg at Amblin 
Entertainment.  
 
MARCH 1  
Surviving Savannah by Patti Callahan, a 
New York Times best-selling author. Kristen 
Hannah, one of our favorite authors, called 
it "an atmospheric, compelling story of 
survival, tragedy, the enduring power of 
myth and memory, and the moments that 
change one's life." It tells the story of the 
luxury steamship "Pulaski" that exploded 
on its 4th voyage off the coast of 
Wilmington, North Carolina. It was called 
the "The Titanic of the South." 

PEEL HOUSE RENOVATION/
DESIGN AND POTLUCK LUNCH  
 

Presented by Pastor Carrie, Mike Olson, 
and the Design Team 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
Peel House Parlor 
Potluck Lunch at 11 a.m. with program 
to follow 
Deadline for RSVP: Tuesday, January 17  
 
Please join the OWLs group as we attend 
a presentation by Pastor Carrie and De-
sign Team about the Peel House renova-
tion and design process.  You will also 
enjoy a lecture on the Peel House history 
by Mike Olson.  Come join in as we fel-
lowship during a potluck lunch before 
the presentation.  Please sign-up using 
the following link http://bit.ly/3VN6pOW 

or feel free to call the church at 
719.632.8836. 

http://bit.ly/3VN6pOW


14  

 

January 8 
Cathleen Hophan 
Becky Remund 
Willie Simmons 
 
January 9 
Russell Flora 
Kate McCall 
Hadley Schweiger 
Savion VanBuskirk 
 
January 10 
Jon Anspach 
Roger Greene 
Mike Haase 
Lucas Hash 
Lynda Kirby 
Deven Russo 

January 9 
Kirk & Carri Crowe - 29 years 
Chuck & Lenora Simmons - 35 years 
 
January 12 
Jim & Patsy Aronstein - 38 years 

 
January 11 
Sue Larson 
Lani Schadweiler 
Arlyne Thomas 
 
January 12 
Ginger Hipszky 
Rod Schlater 
 
January 13 
Holly Hawkins 
Chuck Simmons 
 
 
January 14 
Caroline Mann 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Joan Boehm 
Bill Bokelman & Family 
Betsy Bonner 
Hub Braden 
Doug Brian 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Christie Buchanan 
Kathy Cavalli 
Christie Buchanan 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Christopher 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Sharon deHala 
Julian Denny 
Edna Dejohn 
JR Edmunds 
Will Edison & family 
Kelsey Forbes & Family 
Karen Frank 
Corrine Gibson 
Paula Gillaspie 
Lee Gross 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Joel Hinrichs 
Beverly Hodges 
Ron Huston  
Josh Jones 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Heidi Kozak 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Carl Kuchta & Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Patti Loper 
Christien Lopez & Family 
Rolf Lundmark 
Dean Mackaman 
Doug Mackaman 
Tom Martin 
Jim Matthews 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Mark Mueller 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Shari Olson 
Michael O'Sullivan 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Jecelya Petersen 
Julie Petersen 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Oscar & Joyce Price 
Don Reed 
Paul & Sharon Reinsma 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Frank Schroeder 
Ron Scott 
Tara Soppe 
Cathy Stanley 

Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Cindi Thorson 
Kathy Thorson 

Jim Underwood 
Becky & John Vaage 
Rene & Michael Whitley 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
Marj Woodworth 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

LUTHERAN FAMILY REFUGEE SERVICES  
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

General Inquiries  719-314-0737 - Brittney 
 

Volunteer Opportunities  719-257-3706 - Sharon 
 

Donation Inquiries * 719-401-3116 - Jason 
LFS does not accept clothing donations. 
LFS accepts household items – limits apply. 
 
*Donations by appointment only – no onsite drop-off 
at Peel House or at FLC office, please.  LFS storage unit is 
offsite.  Neither LFS office nor FLC have storage for dona-
tions. 
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Snapshots 

Christmas Eve 

Hiking Group  
Garden of the Gods 

Children’s message by Michaela Eskew 

New Year’s Day Potluck 


