
 

Welcome Michaela Eskew 
Minister of Faith Formation 

 
On March 1 we will welcome a new staff member to our team, Michaela 
Eskew. Michaela will fill a new role called Minister of Faith Formation. She 
will be our lead minister over all the teaching ministries of First Lutheran 
from birth to adults. This newly created position replaces the associate pas-
tor role that Pastor Bob had filled as interim pastor.  
 

Michaela will be installed on March 1 at all services followed by receptions where members are 
encouraged to greet her and get to know her. She will then begin teaching the Adult Seminar on 
March 8. Michaela will be part time this spring and move to full time in the fall with a new pro-
gram year. She and her family have already joined us in worship and are getting acclimated to 
First Lutheran. 
  
Michaela is married to Will and they have one son, Lincoln, who is two years old. The Eskews re-
cently moved to Colorado Springs to be closer to family. Will is a hospice chaplain who just start-
ed a new position in the Springs. They are expecting their second child, a girl, in May.  
 
Michaela has two master’s degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary. She has a Master of Di-
vinity and a Master of Arts in Christian Education. She is currently finishing up her PHD from 
Graduate Theological Union with a concentration in Religion and Arts. She plans to defend her 
dissertation on Van Gogh and Christianity this summer. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Reli-
gion from St. Olaf College. 
  
She has served two churches as a children and youth minister, most recently serving Christ Epis-
copal Church in Alameda, California for four years. She has a reputation for being a fantastic 
teacher, being very organized and excelling at equipping volunteers for ministry. One of her ref-
erences shared that even though she was moving to Colorado Springs she had left behind detailed 
instructions and plans for the church she was leaving through June of 2020.  
 
 
                                         continued, p. 4 
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January 19 
Brian Goff 
Amy Gosch 
Bob Hann 
Heidi Urban 
 
January 20 
Naomi Lemkuhl 
Kristie Scism 
Don Smith 
Sandra Winkler 
 
January 21 
Pastor Carrie Baylis 
John Beck 
Abraham Benson 
Joseph Boehringer 
Karen Busovsky 
Melissa Heiny 
Joann Holmes 
Patricia Jurek 
Gina Rocha 
Torben Torgerson 
 
January 22 
Ezra Runton 

January 23 
Kara Gagnon 
Riley Huebner 
Kelli Jarmuth 
Kathy Peterson 
Norma Pounds 
Joshua Sturdivant 
 
January 24 
Connie Fisher 
Candy Gerlach 
Tyler Hirigoyen 
Connor Olson 
Ashley Weesner 
Thelma Wiebke 
 
January 25 
Dorcas Anderson 
Diane Bell 
Paul Haller 
Steve Hesselberg 
Linda Johnson 
Tracey Tinsley 

January 20 
Bob & Karen Hann - 57 years 
 
January 21 
Jim & Sherrie Wheeler - 53 years 
 
January 22 
Wally & Jane Astor - 54 years 
 
January 23 
Skip & Gwen Pool - 38 years 
 
January 25 
Gary & Jane Ediger - 25 years 
Michael & Susan Schledorn - 51 years 

Happy birthday to Norma Pounds  
who will celebrate  

her 90th birthday on January 23. 
Congratulations! 

From Lutheran Family Services:  
 

“Thank you so much for your generous donations to 
our Angel Tree this holiday season! We very much 
appreciate your continued support!” 
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Cliff Allen 
Brian Anderson 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 
Charlotte Auten 
Rita B. 
Bill 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Jerry Brunet 
Andrea Bullock 
Gene & Angie Burklund 
Judy C. 
Frank Canady 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Harry Dekanchuk 
Anna Dillow 
Jane Dukes Juris 
Mary Enos 
Amy Finger 
Carol Foltz 
Michael Foret 
Steve Gaspard 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Austin Grounds 
Jon Haring 
Stephanie Haas 
The Hawkins Family 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 
Wendell James 
Peter Jepson 
Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 

John Klatt 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Paul Lindsey 
Womack Martin 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Debra Mills 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Don Nelson 
Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton & Family 
Craig Parlet 
Heather Putzi 
Don Reed 
Don Reichert 
The David Reid Family 
Ethel Riegel 
Aaron Rindahl 
Sylvia 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Jeanne Smith 
Cathy Spencer & Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Beverly Strecker 
Don Swearingen & 
Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Tina Valenzuela 
Verdawna & Jeff 
Scott Wilkinson 
Dave Wright 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Nick Zuardo & Family 
 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround the family and friends of 

Melvin Brown 
  Carol Donachy’s brother;  

Chuck’s brother-in-law;  
father of three; grandfather of thirteen.  

His service will be this next week  
in Phoenix, Arizona. 

  

From the Archives 
From the Annual Report - January 15, 1964: "The 
only old business was a summary of the building 
progress [for the new sanctuary] presented by 
Pastor Thearle.  . . .  All phases of our building 
program have been taken very slowly with a 
great deal of study done on each phase.  March 
30th is set for the beginning capital funds cam-
paign by LLM Fund-Raising Services.  Breaking 
of ground for the new sanctuary is expected to 
begin by August or September of 1964, with nine 
months to a year needed for completion of the 
project." 
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Michaela initially applied for our bulletin print-
ing position. Knowing she was moving to Colo-
rado Springs; she was just looking for some-
thing while she prepared to have a child and fin-
ish her PHD. When I (Pastor Travis) saw her cre-
dentials, I had to ask about the possibility of her 
serving in the role that would become available 
when Pastor Bob finished his interim position. I 
actually conducted my initial interview of her 
while I was in the hospital with my son back in 
October. From that interview it felt like the Holy 
Spirit was up to something. Here was someone 
who almost perfectly fit the job description we 
had developed last summer.  
 
I approached Council with her name and they 
agreed that God might just be answering our 
prayers in a way that we couldn’t have predicted. 
We gathered the call committee to interview her 
and check her references. As a reminder the call 
committee consists of Dennis Burklund, Chris 
Beyer, Molly Ketchell, Alison Kennedy, Walt Auf-
derheide and Jason Fox. The committee came 
away from the interview enthusiastically recom-
mending that we hire her. From there we had 
Michaela come and interview with some of our 
staff members: Pastor Carrie, Pastor Bob, Dea-
con Joan, Eric, Marcia and Shelly. They also were 
very impressed and recommended that we hire 
her. So we did.  
 
We are grateful to God for hearing our prayers 
and answering. I’m excited for Michaela to join 
our team. God is good! 
 
                -Pastor Travis 

Welcome Michaela Eskew, cont. Save the Date! 

Gallery of Living Art Performances 
2020 
 

Book Discussion 
Group 
The Giver of Stars 

Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett 
Van Cleve hoping to escape her stifling life in 
England.  But small-town Kentucky quickly proves 
equally claustrophobic, especially living alongside 
her overbearing father-in-law. So when a call goes 
out for a team of women to deliver books as part of 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, Alice 
signs on enthusiastically. They will be joined by 
three other singular women who become known as 
the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky. 
Based on a true story rooted in America’s past, The 
Giver of Stars is unparalleled in its scope and epic in 
its storytelling. Funny, heartbreaking, enthralling, 
it is destined to become a modern classic--a richly 
rewarding novel of women’s friendship, of true 
love, and of what happens when we reach beyond 
our grasp for the great beyond.  Sign up on the 
opportunity sheet if you plan to attend. 
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Save the Date - 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Choir, The Choir of the West 
 
Pacific Lutheran College Choir will perform at 
First Lutheran on Sunday, January 26, at 7 pm. 
Housing for the choir will be needed. Please 
sign up on the opportunity sheet in the 
bulletin.  
 

Please put this on your calendar. Come support 
one of our Lutheran colleges. 

Theatre Group 
 

Beautiful 

 
 
Beautiful tells the inspiring true story of Carole 
King’s remarkable rise to stardom, from being 
part of a hit songwriting team with her hus-
band Gerry Goffin, to her relationship with 
fellow writers and best friends Cynthia Weil 
and Barry Mann—ultimately becoming one of 
the most successful solo acts in popular music 
history. Along the way, she made more than 
beautiful music, she wrote the soundtrack to a 
generation. 
Please sign up and pay at the Welcome Center 
in the Gathering Place beginning Sunday Jan-
uary 19, 2020.  Seating for this show is lim-
ited.  Deadline for sign-ups will be Sunday 
February 23, 2020. 

Pastoral Care Notes 
Upcoming Surgery or Hospitalization? 
 

If you or a family member have an upcoming 
surgery scheduled or find yourself unexpectedly 
in the hospital, please let us know.  We would 
like to pray for you and with you.  Our Christian 
Caregiving team of pastors and lay people are 
trained to pray with you and bring you commun-
ion.  Please call the church office with any sur-
gery times, hospital locations, or other infor-
mation and our team of caregivers will be in 
touch. 

First Communion Seminar 

 
It is time for our 5th graders to receive formal 
instruction on the Sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion.  We will gather and learn all about what a 
sacrament is, the promises that are made by us 
and by God, a brief history of communion, and 
some instruction on all of the moving parts that 
come with communion on a Sunday morning. 
We will have lunch together and then have about 
1.5 hours of instruction. 
On Sunday, March 1st we will celebrate this mile-
stone together at the 10:45 am service. 
Please sign up for the seminar on an opportunity 
sheet or on our website. 
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What? Smile and Learn Names? - 
Relationship Building with  
Youth 101  
 

 

The OWLs potluck event scheduled for Wednes-
day, January 8, 2020, has been cancelled due to 
cancellation from the Strong Path Team.   
 
 At First Lutheran, we are broadening our view 
and actions about what it means to be in rela-
tionship with our youth.  The key is in connect-
ing with youth in simple, yet meaningful ways.   
Come learn how we can be most intentional 
about building these relationships, and as an 
extra bonus, what it means to be a SPARK  
champion! 

Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
 

We will be recognizing those volunteers on 
Sunday, January 26 after all three services who 
have served at the Marion House Soup Kitchen, 
baked a turkey for the Soup Kitchen and assist-
ed with the 2019 Mission Marketplace. 

New Member Class 

 

Anyone who would like to explore membership 
at First Lutheran is invited to join our new 
member class.  You will meet with the pastors 
and staff about the work and ministry of our 
congregation.   The meeting includes an over-
view of Christian faith from the Lutheran per-
spective.  The service of inclusion will be Sun-
day, February 16 during the 10:45 am service.   
Sign up in church, or email marcia@flccs.net if 
you will be attending or are interested in spon-
soring a new member.   

Lutheran Refresher Course 

 

Pastor Travis will lead a refresher course on 
Lutheranism for any members or visitors 
who are interested.  This 90-minutes class 
covers the basic Lutheran beliefs including 
topics such as baptism, the Bible, Holy Com-
munion, salvation, vocation and discipleship.  
This course is also a part of our new member 
program but is open to anyone who would 
like to attend. 
Sign up in church, or email marcia@flccs.net 
if you will be attending. 

mailto:marcia@flccs.net
mailto:marcia@flccs.net
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Communion at the Rail 
 During the season of Advent and Christmas we 
have not had communion at the rail because the 
Chrismon tree made kneeling on the south side 
difficult. We will return to having communion 
at the rail twice a month on the first and third 
Sunday beginning January 19th.  

Ask A Nurse Resource Comes to 
First Lutheran  

 

As part of our Enhancing Ministry to Older 
Adults initiative, we are beginning the “Ask A 
Nurse” program for those with medical ques-
tions. With primary care provider visits getting 
shorter, many of us find little time to ask ques-
tions and share our concerns in the doctor’s of-
fice. The question may be related to the medica-
tions you are on or fears of what recurring 
symptoms might mean or related to diet and 
exercise. You will have an opportunity to ask a 
nurse about any questions you may have on the 
morning of January 19th from  
9 - 11 am in the Book Alcove next to the Welcome 
Center desk. A Nurse Practitioner, Jan Ander-
son, will be available for a confidential consulta-
tion. A signup sheet will be available on the 
morning of January 19th at the Welcome Desk.  

Memorial and Funeral Services 
at First Lutheran Church 

 
The loss of a loved one can be overwhelming, 
often leaving family members with more ques-
tions than answers.  Fortunately, answers to 
many of these questions can be found in First 
Lutheran’s Guide to Memorial & Funeral Services.  
 

This guide explains the details in planning a 
worship service, reception, as well as burials, 
inurnments, flowers and donations.  It also of-
fers guidance for immediate questions such as: 
Who do I call first?  Do I need a funeral home 
and what other options are there?  Who takes 
care of the obituary?  As well, you may have  
questions regarding Social Security benefits, 
benefits for veterans and civil servants and  
organ donations. 
 

You may view this guide on our website,  flccs.net 
by going to Ministries, Pastoral Services,  
 Funerals & Memorial Services then choosing 
either “Memorial & Funeral Services Guide” or 
“Frequently Asked Questions.”  
 
You may also direct your questions to Pastor 
Travis or one of the associate pastors or by call-
ing Teri Swanner in the Senior Pastor’s office at 
719-632-8836.  Printed copies are also available. 

Heading South for the Winter…
Snowbirds! 
 

If you are heading for warmer weather for the 
next few months, drop us a note and let us 
know.  You can always write a note on the back 
of your yellow card at worship or call the 
church office.  We always miss you when 
you’re traveling and would much rather know 
that you are enjoying the warmth and sun-
shine rather than some other less than pleas-
ant view from a hospital room or recovery  
Center.   
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“Busy” bags - filled with activities for 
children are available during all three services 
from an usher.   

High School Youth 
Here are scheduled opportunities for fellowship 
and gathering, service opportunities, and fun 
events.  Friends are always welcome! 

Super Bowl Potluck Party 

Ski Retreat 

Potluck and Rockband 

 
 
Middle School Youth 

Super Bowl Potluck Party 

2nd Sunday Meet Up 

Middle of Spring Break Movie 

“Souper Bowl” of 
Caring  
 

Help our youth collect money for the Marion 
House Soup Kitchen!  
Donations will be taken on February 2  
between services in the Gathering Place.  
Super Bowl Sunday is a day when many of us 
gather together to enjoy food and fellowship 
while we watch football teams battle it out for 
the sport’s greatest title.  Help us use Super 
Bowl Sunday to support those in need!   
 
See tacklehunger.org  for more information. 
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The Heart of Christianity 

January 16 - Heart and Home – Being a Christian in 
       an Age of Pluralism  (p. 207-225)  

January Sunday Adult  
Seminar Schedule 
 

 
Most people aren’t quite where they thought 
they’d be by now, financially. This five-week 
series is designed to provide tools to help you 
budget, communicate, set smart goals, save and 
protect yourself from Identity Theft, one step at 
a time. Classes will be led by Cheryl Mahon. 
 

January 19 -  Finding Ways to Save 
Plan for your future in this fast-paced, interac-
tive session, designed to help you create finan-
cial goals you can accomplish. During the class, 
you’ll learn how to: 

• Increase your income. 
• Reduce your expenses. 
• Recognize spending leaks. 
• Harness the power of compound interest. 

Little Lambs Sunday School 
Class  

Children who will be turning three years old as 
of September 19, 2020, are eligible for the Little 
Lambs class. An orientation meeting for 
parents and their little lambs will be held on 
Sunday, January 19 after Sunday School in 
Fellowship Hall. The Little Lambs presentation 
will be Sunday, January 26, during the 9:15 am 
worship service. 

Upcoming Sunday Adult  
Seminar 
The Legacy of Saint Francis 
 

Pastor Ralph Anderson will lead this five-part 
DVD series that invites us to explore a Chris-
tian faith informed by contemplation, mysti-
cism, compassion, justice and centuries of 
rich, Christian history. The DVD presenta-
tions are 30 minutes long and will include 
presentations by Franciscan Priest Richard 
Rohr on the topics below. 
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You are Invited! 
Join us on a Cultural Immersion 
Trip to El Paso, Texas 

 

We will be visiting our sisters and brothers at 
Christo Rey Lutheran Church, a Rocky Moun-
tain Synod congregation near the border of Jua-
rez, Mexico. We will broaden our understand-
ing of our neighbors who minister to the poor 
living in the border communities. We will hear 
personal accounts of border life and challenges 
and will be immersed in the intersection of 
Mexican and Mexican-American cultures. We 
will learn about the economic and social envi-
ronment, as well as the spiritual journeys of 
others through the eyes of our faith.  This is a 
structured, faith-based educational opportunity 
to get to know our neighbors that we are called 
to love. There will be a pre-trip orientation/ edu-
cation meeting.  
If you are interested, sign up on the opportunity 
sheet to receive additional information.   
On Sunday, January 19 at 10:15 am and at noon 
and Sunday, February 2 from 10:15 to 10:45 am 
there will be information sessions in the li-
brary . Please prayerfully consider joining us on 
this journey. 
 

 Gallery of Living Art CD’s  
 

The Gallery of Living Art CD’s are available in 
the Gathering Place at the Welcome Center 
on Sundays.  The cost is $10. 

Join Us for The Rocky Mountain  
Synod 

COLORADO LUTHERAN DAY  
AT THE LEGISLATURE 

Thursday, February 22, 2020 
 

“Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take 
up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow”. 

(Isaiah 1:17)  

 
Join faith advocates, legislators and communi-
ty leaders to learn more about issues affecting 
Colorado. Whether or not you have ever set 
foot in the State Capitol you are invited to 
come and learn.  Faith leaders will help you 
with issues briefing and how to talk with legis-
lators. There will be prayer and remarks from 
our Bishop Jim Gonia about our work. We will 
then go to the Capitol to meet with our legisla-
tors.  NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED! 
Registration information is available on the 
Advocacy Table in the gathering place, or you 
can register online at:  
www.rmselca.org/legislature_day_2020.  You 
may also call Susan Bolduc at 719.246.1397 for 
more information. 

https://www.rmselca.org/legislature_day_2020
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
 
Pastor’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 10 am, Fireside Room 
 
Cancer Prayer  
Support Group    
Fourth Saturday of the month, 10 am, Library  
Sign up in church, or call 719.447.6068. 
 
Sunday Adult Seminar 
More than Money Matters series 
January 19 -  Finding Ways to Save 
9:15 am, Worship Center 
 
Growing Old Gracefully 
Thursdays, 10 am, Fireside Room 
 
The Heart of Christianity 
Thursday, January 16 
6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Upstairs Conference Room 

Schedule of Services: 

 

12-STEP SUPPORT GROUPS 
Sunday 
4:00 pm  CODA Women’s Group, Main Floor 
6:00 pm  “Old North End” AA, 2nd Floor, SW Room 203 
 
Monday 
6:00 pm  Emotions Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   SW Room 203 
6:30 pm   Debtors Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  
   NW Room 204  
7:30 pm  “Attitude of Gratitude” Al-Anon, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
 
Tuesday 
9:00 am  Overeaters Anonymous, Main Floor 

(through the end of March) 
5:30 pm  Tuesday Evening Meditation & Solutions AA 

Meeting, Main Floor 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
7:00 pm  Al-Anon Group Parent Meeting, Main Floor

  
Wednesday 
7:30 am  Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor, NW Room 

204 
5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203 
6:00 pm  “164” AA Support Group, Lower Level  
7:00 pm  Women’s Discovery Empowerment Group, 

2nd Floor, NW Room 204 
7:30 pm  Recovering Snowflakes meeting of Cocaine 

Anonymous, Main Floor 
 
Friday 
 5:00 pm  CODA Support Group, Lower Level 
 5:30 pm  Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous, 2nd Floor, 

SW Room 203  
 7:00 pm     Co-dependency Anonymous, Lower Level 
 7:00 pm   “Living Free” AA Group, 2nd Floor,  
    SW Room 203 
 
Saturday 
 8:30 am   Sexaholics Anonymous, 2nd Floor,  NW 

Room 204 
 8:30 am  S-Anon Family Group, Lower Level 
 2:30 pm    “Gift of the Heart” Alcoholics Anonymous, 

Main Floor 
 
All groups meet in the Peel House on the north side of the church 
property. 
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