
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Speak to each other with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; sing and 
make music to the Lord in your hearts; always give thanks to God the 
Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Ephesians 5:19) 
 
As I write my final choir notes, my heart is filled with love and gratitude 
for all of you. It is hard to find the right words to express all that I feel 
as I say thank you all for thirty-one joyful years. As difficult as it was to 
have everything come to a complete halt with the shut-down, it did give 
me time to slowly clean out my desk filled with so many memories, like 
thirty-one years of choir notes! It was fun to reminisce about musicals, 
hymn festivals, choir retreats, special services, concerts and events. We 
had several weddings of choir members and sadly lost to death some 
special people in choir. Some of you have been in choir all of these years 
and even sang with Ivan Genuchi for several years! Some of you have 
been in choir only a short time or several years, but through it all we 
have been a community, a family that has laughed, cried and prayed 
through good times and tough times. We have a long history together 
that I will always cherish.   
 
As you know, Frank and I were planning to spend some time traveling 
to see our children and grandchildren, as well as taking some other fun 
trips. With the pandemic those plans have been put on hold. So, when 
Eric asked me if I would consider continuing with the bells due to the 
difficulty in hiring someone at this time, it seemed like God was saying 
to me, you are not done yet! So, I will continue part-time as handbell 
director. Eric and I have worked well as a team these six years, and I 
know that will continue as we move forward with Eric as Minister of 
Music. 
 
Some of you have asked if I will still be a deacon. The answer is yes. By 
the time you receive this edition of Choir Notes I will have had my exit 
interview and close of call with Bishop Gonia. I will be listed on the 
ELCA roster of Word and Service as retired deacon. 
 
 It is hard to retire, but I know it is the right time. Yes, I will continue in 
a new capacity, but it is time for a little slower pace. I will miss making 
music together each Sunday and especially directing Lessons and 
Carols and Gallery of Living Art. I thank you for all your love and 
support throughout the years. I know, under Eric's leadership, you will 
grow as a choir as you faithfully lead worship each Sunday. I will enjoy 
listening to you from downstairs or maybe as an usher! Peace, love, and 
joy to all of you. 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
Deacon Joan 

Godspeed and Farewell to − 

 who 

are moving to Illinois to be 
closer to family. Sue has been 
a faithful member of the choir 
for over 20 years. 

 

have moved to Mississippi. 

Michael has been a faithful 

tenor at 8:00 AM for many 

years and Sandy helped with 

Gallery. 

 

We will certainly miss you. 

Thank you for singing these 

many years. May God be with 

you in your new place. Keep 

in touch. 

Zoom meeting –  

July 1 at 7:00 pm 
Eric and I invite you to join 
us for another zoom meeting 
as I retire, and Eric takes the 
reigns. I know it was a little 
chaotic last time, but we are 
working on a more organized 
zoom this time. Eric will 
send a Zoom meeting link. 

July Birthdays 
1 Paula Nickodemus 
5 Jill Gjertson Brown 
7 Patsy Watts 
14 Chris Parkhill 

Gary Miller 
16 Cliff Allen 
17 Gary Olson 
20 Viki Wilcox 
25 Joan Bennett 
31 Arlene Avischious 


