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LARRY BAGLEY 
I am a married retiree. I graduated from the Air Force Academy, which is what brought me to Colorado 
Springs the first time. The second time, I had a tour at the AF Academy, and the third (and last) time, I 
moved back upon retiring after 26 years in the AF. I then worked 15 years as a government contractor, and 
then served one term as a Colorado Springs City Councilman. My wife of 56 years and I joined First  
Lutheran in 1993, which most likely makes us one of the “oldies but goodies”.  
My favorite thing about First Lutheran is the deep and very real sense of Christian community. 
 

JASON FOX 
I'm Jason Fox and I am the Director of Congregational Connections for Lutheran Hour Ministries.  I'm 
originally from the metro Detroit area and grew up at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Bloomfield 
Hills.  My favorite thing about First is the Children's Ministry, the sense of family, and the preaching ;). 
 

TERRY HJELKREM 
A lifelong Lutheran, my wife and I joined First Lutheran in 1986 and have lived in Colorado Springs for 55 
years, raising three children (two confirmed at First Lutheran), and now have six grandchildren.  Born and 
raised in Chicago, graduating from Luther College with a BA major in accounting, I am a retired insurance 
agent and a retired CPA, real estate broker and business owner, so therefore, with a background that is 
somewhat eclectic.  My favorite thing about First Lutheran is its past and now current creative and effective 
pastoral leadership that continues to propel our mission.  
 

JOANNE LARSON 
I’m a recent transplant to Colorado moving here from Southern California nearly two years ago.  A lifelong 
Lutheran, I grew up on a farm in southeastern North Dakota with three siblings.  Upon reentering the 
workforce after raising my children, I was hired by a management consulting firm specializing in  
Employee Assistance Programs where I spent 23 years immersed in challenging, value-driven work.  In  
retirement, I put my work experience to use as a Stewardship Coach for the ELCA’s Coaching Ministry.  
What attracted me to First is the quality of the music, the thoughtful leadership of our pastors, the sense of  
community the church strives to maintain and, most especially, the mission-driven use of the renovated 
Peel House.   
 

KIERSTEN LEHMKUHL 
My husband and I  own and operate a local exterior remodeling company. I am originally from Ohio and 
lived in Virginia for 15 years before moving to Colorado Springs. My favorite things about First Lutheran 
are their incredible job of bringing the Christian life into the local community and all the amazing small 
groups they have to participate in, which makes it so easy to meet new and friendly people. 
 

PATTI LOPER 
I am a wife to Bert and mom to Bella. I'm a Patient Safety RN Lead for UCHealth Southern Region. 
Originally, I am from Ohio, but consider myself a semi-native since I've lived in Colorado Springs for more 
than 40 years. My favorite two things about First are 1) the community outreach programs that we support 
as a congregation and 2) the fantastic Youth Ministry.  They both speak to my heart since they embody 
God's work in our lives and in the world around us. 
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