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Luke 8:26-39/Galatians 3:23-29 

 

Earlier this month 

 our nation celebrated the 75th anniversary of D-day 

75 years go our country and allies 

   invaded German occupied France 

     through the largest seaborn invasion in history 

They landed in Normandy 

  and with great courage and casualties 

     the allies successfully liberated France 

       and set the stage for the defeat 

          of Nazi Germany 

The stakes were clear and they were high 

   this was a battle of good vs. evil 

     as clear cut a story as any in history 

And there was no certainty 

  as to which side would prevail 

The good guys invaded the territory 

   held by the enemy 

     for the purpose of setting people free 

But the cost was high 

  over 10,000 casualties and more than 4,000 deaths 

the high cost achieved the liberation  

of millions from oppression, imprisonment and genocide 

Our gospel lesson for today 

  is about an invasion 

   and a battle of good verses evil and a high cost 

Jesus sails across the sea of Galilee 

   into enemy territory 

The territory is gentile country 

   not God’s country 

    the people there didn’t believe in God 

     they didn’t read the Bible let alone try to follow its commands 

WE know it’s gentile country 

  because there were pig farmers there! 

No God fearing Jew 

would ever own pigs! 

But what’s really at issue here 

  is that it’s a country that has made peace 

      with evil in its midst 

There was a homeless man in their country 

   who was possessed by demons 
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In our day we would say 

  he was mentally ill 

But he would harm himself 

  he refused to wear clothes 

And instead of living in a home 

   he lived among the tombs 

The people of the country 

  would chain him up 

    but that didn’t work 

The demons or the illness or the evil 

   whatever you want to call it 

     was so strong and powerful 

      that he would break the change 

Nothing could be done for him 

   nobody could help him 

The best they could hope for 

   is that he stayed far away from them 

      in the tombs or in the wildnerness 

Can you imagine what life was like for that man 

   being afflicted by these demons 

So many of them 

 that when asked his name 

   he simply gives a number---Legion 

A legion was about 5,000 roman soldiers 

 

5,000 demons attacking this man 

   oppressing him 

    imprisoning him 

     making his life  a living hell 

Can you imagine? 

 

Have you ever been in an awful situation 

    where you felt helpless 

     where you felt alone 

      where you felt overpowered? 

If you’ve ever been addicted to drugs 

   then you know what this man was going through 

If you’ve ever been in an abusive relationship 

    then you can understand his oppression 

If you’ve ever had a chronic illness 

   or walked with someone who was terminal 

     going through what one of you has called “medical hell’ 

       then maybe you know  
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If you’ve experienced serious mental illness 

   had suicidal or homicidal thoughts 

     felt out of control of your own mind 

       then you know what this man experienced 

This is the country that Jesus invades 

   this is the beach that Jesus lands on 

And when Jesus steps foot on the beach 

   the demon possessed man is there 

      on his face in full submission to Jesus 

The demons know that this isn’t a fair fight 

    when Jesus invades your country 

       you don’t fight back 

You fall on your face 

  and you ask for mercy 

Even the demons know that 

 

Somewhere we got this false idea 

   that good and evil is some kind of yin and yang 

      two equal but opposite entities 

That couldn’t be further from the truth 

    evil has zero power over Jesus 

      evil is a toddler dressed up for battle 

I love that line in our Lutheran fight song 

   A mighty fortress is our God 

    talking about satan and Luther writes 

       one little word subdues him 

The word is Jesus 

 and he has ultimate power over evil 

It’s why in the Lord’s prayer 

   we pray deliver us from evil 

Because he can 

 because he has that power 

   because he has that authority 

No evil in whatever form it comes 

   be it demons, or illness 

    be it political corruption or totalitarian regimes 

Be it an evil that is small and personal 

   or one that impacts entire nations 

No evil is a match for Jesus 

   it’s not even close 

The worst thing evil ever did 

  was put Jesus on a cross 

    and try to kill him 

That’s the high cost Jesus paid  
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   to invade our world  

     and bring us freedom 

But we all know how the cross turned out 

   not only did Jesus rise from the dead 

     but he turned the cross into an act of healing and liberation 

         for the world 

Jesus steps up on the beach 

  and commands the demons to come out of the man 

They have to obey—that’s a given--- 

  but they negotiate first 

    maybe instead of sending them to the abyss 

      might Jesus instead send them into a herd of pigs 

This is where things get interesting 

   why would Jesus let the demons 

      go into the pigs? 

What did the pigs ever do? 

 

These are modern questions 

   and I like bacon as much as anyone 

     but I guarantee you no ancient person 

       ever wondered why the pigs 

Pigs were representative of lawlessness, of secularism, of disobedience and uncleaness 

   pigs were of those who didn’t believe, didn’t obey God’s law 

A bunch a squealing pigs 

  rushing off to their death 

    was just one more sign of Jesus power 

       of God’s successful invasion of enemy territory 

When they told this story around the fireplace 

    those early Jewish Christians 

You can bet they delighted at this part of the story 

    when Jesus tricked the demons 

      into getting rid of a whole herd of unclean pigs 

He healed the man 

 and then got rid of the demons and the pigs 

     two birds with one stone, it was amazing! 

I know, there are some parts of the Bible 

    that we just won’t get 

     we love our bacon and bbq too much 

But the part we can understand 

  is the disruption the arrival of Jesus causes 

      to the status quo 
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Jesus doesn’t just heal the man 

   but he signals to the whole country 

     that the invasion has arrived 

      and things are going to change 

The pigs are just the beginning 

   of how Jesus intends to turn their world upside down 

Jesus is going to change things 

  and we all know how much people like change 

They are afraid of what Jesus will do 

   even though they see a man healed and his right mind 

      a man they knew to be deeply troubled 

But instead of rejoicing 

  they ask Jesus to leave their country 

And Jesus does 

 he gets back in the boat 

   and he leaves 

Because even though Jesus will command the demons  

     to  come out of a man 

He won’t command a man to love him 

   he won’t force anyone to sit at his feet 

      and learn the ways of God 

That’s why there’s evil in the world 

   not because Jesus isn’t strong enough to overcome it 

      but because he won’t force us to follow him 

He will only command those who are willing to serve him 

     those who choose to be part of His work in the world 

The man he healed 

 begs to go with Jesus 

  but Jesus enlists him to continue the invasion 

    not with force but with the power of his personal story 

“Go to your home an declare how much God has done for you” 

 

And the man does 

 willingly and with great joy 

   he went throughout the city and told his story 

“I was lost, but now am found 

  I was sick but now am healed 

    I was naked and afflicted 

      but Jesus healed me” 

I wonder how that story ended 

  how did people respond to the man 

    sharing this encounter with Jesus 
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Earlier in the same chapter in Luke 

   Jesus tells the story of the sower 

     whose seed falls on all kinds of soil 

So I imagine the man’s message 

   met with a myriad of reactions 

Some rejected it 

 some seemed impressed but it didn’t change them 

But I imagine some of them 

  heard this story of Jesus’ power over evil 

    and came to believe in Jesus 

     and experienced their own deliverance from evil 

       and told their story to any who would listen 

WE talked about this story in Bible study 

   on Wednesday. and I asked the group 

     what story they would tell of what God has done for them 

I didn’t answer the question myself 

  but as I thought about it I found myself holding back the tears 

Jesus gave me a family 

  after my parents divorce 

    both through my step-father 

      and through the Lutheran church 

Jesus gave me a community of young people 

   through a vibrant youth group at my church 

  when I lived in Mormon dominated Utah, and felt so isolated and alone at school 

Jesus accepted me and loved me and gave me purpose and mission 

       

I want nothing more in this life 

   than to give to others 

     what Jesus has given to me 

I want our youth to have community and faith 

   I want our congregation to be a safe place 

      for people who are struggling  

        to find healing and peace and friendship 

It’s such a joy to be here 

  and see this work happening all around us 

Just last week three stories 

   illuminated the work 

Cheryl mahon came up to me after worship last week 

    with a friend whom she invited to worship 

taking me up on the challenge in my sermon two weeks ago 

 to take a chance and invite someone to church 

Invitations like hers 

are what this invasion of Christ is all about 

welcome, love, friendship 
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When the Bell Choir folks returned 

   I kept hearing stories of Dave Fennell 

     the 70+ year old who accompanied the youth bell choir 

The way they loved him 

  took selfies with him 

   and the way he served them 

     and spoke life into them 

WE are an older congregation 

  but that is not a detriment 

  it means we have an abundance of people equipped to bless our younger people 

I’m so proud of the Thursday Night Men’s group 

   teaming up with the kick team 

     to throw a cookout for the Saturday night worship service 

that’s what the invasion of Christ looks like 

   young and old coming together 

     forming community that can only be found in the church 

And again last week after worship 

   a woman came up to me and shared she had be visiting for weeks 

     she’s from Pueblo and her husband is in the hospital here 

She shared the healing and peace 

   she’s received from worshipping here 

God using this congregation 

  as an oupost in a hard and dark world 

    to bring peace and light and comfort 

That’s what the invasion of Jesus looks like 

This is all the work of God 

  in and among us 

   and through us 

This is the work of Jesus changing lives 

   turning the world upside down 

This is the stuff we are called to proclaim 

   the way Jesus is changing us 

Calling us to share our faith with others 

   calling us to share our faith with other generations 

      calling us to be a blessing to people near and far 

What has God done for you? 

 

Can you name it? 

 will you share it? 

 

The march is on 

 and Jesus will be victorious 

Evil will be destroyed 

  sin and death’s days are numbered 
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And he has healed us 

  he has forgiven our sins 

    he has given us blessings beyond measure 

And now he sends us out 

  as ambassadors of this faith 

    into an ever changing world 

      to declare the goodness we have experienced 

You have been blessed 

  haven’t you 

How many of you have been blessed by God? 

 

Now go tell someone about it 😊 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


