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Welcome to
First Lutheran Church!
Today, as since 1892, we welcome 
members and guests to glorify 
God and exalt his name.
new here? have a question?
Visit the Welcome Center in the Gath-
ering Place, just north of the Sanctuary. 
First-time visitors receive a special gift.

holy communion
We celebrate Holy Communion at every 
worship service; all who believe in Jesus 
as Lord and Savior are welcome at his 
table. To receive a blessing instead, sim-
ply cross your arms over your chest. Our 
children celebrate First Communion in 
Grade 3. Earlier participation in com-
munion is at the discretion of parents or 
guardians.

need hearing assistance?
Assistive Listening Devices are available 
and may be used with headphones or 
with a neck loop for T-Coil-equipped 
hearing aids. Please leave the devices in 
the Sanctuary after the service.

child care
All ages are welcome in worship; our 
professionally-staffed child care center is, 
however, an option for young children 
during services. The center is near the 
elevator on the main level.

a place for lifelong learning
Our Sunday School program meets at 
9:30 a.m. downstairs in Fellowship Hall. 
Children may be dropped off as early as 
9:15 a.m. Adults are invited to join our 
quarterly Adult Education classes.

join us for coffee
Following the worship service, please 
join us in the Gathering Place for coffee, 
treats, and fellowship.

contemporary worship
Our newest service takes place at 10:15 
a.m. in the Worship Center on the 
second level – a distinctively Lutheran 
approach to contemporary worship. 
During the sermon, First Kids is offered 
in the Fireside Room for children aged 
Preschool through Grade 2.

online worship: youtube
Never miss a service on our YouTube 
channel! Search for First Lutheran Colorado 
Springs and click subscribe to be notified 
when we upload or stream new videos.

download our app
With the First Lutheran app, you can 
watch online services and live streams, 
manage your giving, update your con-
tact information, sign up for events, and 
more. Navigate to your app store and 
download Church by MinistryOne. Search for 
first lutheran church or use our zip 
code, 80907.
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Ash Wednesday
wednesday, february 18, 2026
12 and 7 p.m.

prelude

greeting and announcements
	 Pastor	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
		  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	 Everyone	 And also with you.

invitation to lent
Please stand as you are able. 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering 
Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s 
mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one anoth-
er, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from 
God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our Creator in-
tended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 
whatever leads us away from loving God and our neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to 
the discipline of Lent: self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial 
giving and works of love, all strengthened by the gifts of Word and Sacrament. Let 
us begin our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.

opening hymn  No. 335 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

 • Hymn found in the red hymnal
 • Hymn found in the bulletin
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prayer of the day
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, 
truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full par-
don and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

You may be seated.

first reading: joel 2:1, 2, 12 – 17
In the black pew Bible • Page 594

After the reading:
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

psalm 51:1 – 10
Please join in reading responsively.

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
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Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

second reading: 2 corinthians 5:16 – 6:2
In the black pew Bible • Page 937.

After the reading:
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the gospel.

lenten sentence: Return to the Lord Your God

gospel reading: matthew 6:1 – 18
In the black pew Bible • Page 853
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Before the reading:
The holy gospel according to Matthew,
the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord!

After the reading:
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ!

You may be seated.

sermon: pastor travis norton

Following the sermon, please stand for the hymn.

hymn of the day  No. 759 My Faith Looks up to Thee

the nicene creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

You may be seated as the ushers come forward to receive our tithes and offerings.

We extend a special welcome to all who are new
to First Lutheran today! Please text GUEST to 719.988.3524
to let us know about yourself.

If you already support First Lutheran, thank you! Gifts of any 
size make a difference to the ministries and outreach of our 
congregation. Scan the QR code, text GIVE to 719.988.3524, 
or place your offering in the plate as it is passed.

noon •  offering music: Oh God, You Are My God
Oh God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you.

My soul thirsts for you, and my flesh yearns for you
in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

I remember you at night, through the watches of the night.
In the shadow of your wings I sing because you help me.

My soul clings to you, and your hand upholds me.

You alone, you alone, you alone, you alone. 
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7 p.m. •  offering music: Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs
Surely he has borne our griefs!

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,
carried our sorrows!

Surely he was wounded for us, crushed for our iniquities,
for our iniquities!

The chastisement of our peace fell upon him,
and with his stripes we are healed,

with his stripes we are healed!
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,

carried our sorrows!
Surely he was wounded for us, crushed for our iniquities,

for our iniquities!
Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,

yet he opened not his mouth,
and yet he opened not his mouth!

Surely he has borne our griefs!
Surely he was wounded for us, crushed for our iniquities,

for our iniquities!

confession of sin and assurance of forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who through our Lord Jesus Christ brings us 
out of captivity into freedom, out of the wilderness into the promised land, out of 
death into life.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
We take a moment for silent confession. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 
holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.
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For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest within 
ourselves: holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in 
others: holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and 
warfare: holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us. 

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of 
creation: holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: holy God, holy and 
mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering his gifts of love and 
grace: holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us 
the power to proclaim the mighty acts of the One who called us out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
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words of institution

the lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

introduction to the imposition of ashes and communion

ashes are imposed and bread and wine are shared

at communion
✢	 All who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior are welcome at his table.
✢	 Please follow the lead of the ushers in going forward via the center aisle.
✢	 Extend your hands, and allow the bread to be placed in your hand.
	 Take either the wine or white grape juice from the center of the tray.
✢	 Place your empty glass in the tray and return via the side aisle.
✢	 Gluten-free wafers are available.
✢	 If you are unable to come forward, please alert an usher so we may serve you at your seat.

music during communion
 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
The hymn may be found on the next page.

 No. 338 Beneath the Cross of Jesus

Please stand for the blessing.

communion blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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post-communion prayer
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days of Lent. Renew us 
in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in 
need, fast from self-indulgence, and, above all, find our treasure in the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

benediction



PASTORAL TEAM
The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor

first lutheran church
1515 north cascade ave.
colorado springs,
colorado 80907
719.632.8836
flccs.net

About today’s music: Return to the Lord, Your God – Words and music from the Lutheran Book of Worship. © 1978 Lutheran Church in America. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net No. A-705840. · Oh God, You Are My God – Words and music by Fernando Ortega.     © 2006 Curb Songs/Cerdo Verde Music. All rights reserved. 
CCLI No. 11389142. · Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs – Words from Isaiah 53:4 – 6, and by Johann Heermann, translated by Robert Bridges. Music (incorporating 
herzliebster jesu by Johann Crüger) by Lloyd Larson. © 1997 Beckenhorst Press. All rights reserved. CCLI No. 11389142. · O Sacred Head, Now Wounded – Words 
by Paul Gerhardt. Music (herzlich tut mich verlangen) from a German melody; adapted by Hans Leo Hassler and arranged by Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Public domain.

closing hymn  No. 629 Abide with Me

sending
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; sup-
port the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God!

postlude


