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Dear Friends, 

 There was a wonderful line in Sunday’s lesson from Genesis, just a remark made 
in passing after Joseph had been reunited to his brothers in Egypt. Twenty-two years 
had passed since all 12 brothers had been together. And here’s the verse: “Afterward his 
brothers talked with him” (45:15). I’m sure they had a lot of catching up to do. No doubt 
there were more tears and more smiles as Joseph’s family rejoiced! It feels, with Covid 
cases continuing to drop, that we’ll soon be in a similar place. We’ll take our masks off, 
breathe a sigh of relief, and talk together – with those we’ve seen recently, and those who 
have of necessity stayed away. 

 But we’re not there just yet. It is prudent for us to continue masking for a time 
while we research the latest guidance for choirs. I commend each and every one of you 
for the patience you’ve displayed this season, and for the care you’ve shown for one 
another – a level of concern that has permitted 60 of our choir members to safely sing on 
a regular basis. Please bear with these temporary measures; it does feel like we won’t 
need to remain masked for much longer. 

 For those of you who have not yet joined in singing this season, why not give it a 
try? We miss seeing you and hearing your voice! Choir is truly a “the-more-the-merrier” 
ministry, and we hope to see you soon. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Eric 

A Note from Mary Kerwin 

 “I want to acknowledge the support I have received for so long from the First 
Lutheran choir. So many cards were sent after my husband’s death, and those I have not 
managed to acknowledge in person I would like to with this note. But it is also the 
continuing kind words during rehearsals and services … and the music! There are 
special moments in both lyrics and melodies that are able to answer even unasked 
questions. 

 “The prayer support has also been so helpful. I learned that my former 
congregation, Christ Church Yokohama Nippon Sei Ko Kai, have also been keeping our 
family in their intercessions. I feel so blessed and supported. 

 “My father tells me that just knowing that others are praying for me means that 
those prayers have been successful. I want you all to know that I hold you in my prayers 
as well. Right now, they are prayers of thanks.” 

 

Asking for Grace 
Joe Ploederer celebrated a birthday in October and was 
accidentally left of the birthday list. Please join me in wishing Joe 
a special Happy Birthday. 



KEEPING IN TOUCH— 

Choir Notes comments or suggestions, contact— Eric Wicks  (719) 985-0366, or Lannette Abbey  (719) 510-6667 (text) 

Ash Wednesday 

We will be singing for the 7 p.m. service on Ash Wednesday, March 2. Warmup will begin 
at 6:30 p.m.; for those who’d like to stick around afterward, we’ll have a brief rehearsal 
and end between 8:30 and 9. We’ll also have our Thursday rehearsal at the normal time, 
7 p.m. 

 

High School Ringers Fundraiser 

Don’t forget to join the festivities as our high-school-aged Celebration Ringers (including 
our own Alex Brtek, Mary Benson, and Daniel Wicks) sling pancakes as well as bells to 
raise funds for this year’s summer tour to the Pacific Northwest. Sunday, February 27, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 

Concordia Choir in Concert! 

You know what a treat it is to hear any of the Lutheran college choirs … even if they’re 
singing in a Methodist church! On Thursday, March 10, at 7 p.m., the Concordia Choir 
will be performing at First United Methodist, 420 North Nevada Avenue. The concert 
features a special collaboration with the Summit Ensemble of the Colorado Springs 
Children’s Chorale. Tickets ($20) are available at concordiatickets.com. 

Parish House Baroque: Castles and Crossroads 

Join the musicians of Parish House Baroque in the Peel House for a beautiful program 
featuring works by the composers of Bohemia, including a fabulously virtuosic violin 
sonata by Heinrich Biber and the only surviving work by Johann Georg Orschler. The 
concert will be offered twice: Saturday, February 26, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, February 
27, at 2:30 p.m. Tickets ($20 general admission or $15 for members of the PHB Society) 
are available at parishhousebaroque.org. 

 

January Birthdays  

2 April Benson 
7 Troy Hanson 
28 Mark Mahler 

February Birthdays  

1 Pamela Haines 
13 Morton Dickson III  
14 Alex Brtek  
17 Beth Allen 
27 Trudy Hill 

March Birthdays  

2 William Hulka 
6 Mark Mueller 
9 Bill Gast 
11 Lynn Eggum 
13 Sue Schomber 
15 Sam Smith 
16 Erna Haring 
23 Paul Lindsey 
30 Kathleen Stott 


