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Today, as since 1892, we welcome members and guests to glorify 
God and exalt his name together. We’re delighted you’re here! 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every worship service. Gluten-free 
wafers are available from the ushers, and white grape juice is served 
in addition to wine. 

Looking for information about worship, ministry, or fellowship? 
Visit our Welcome Center in the Gathering Place! 

Large-print bulletins are available from any usher. Assisted Listening 
Devices are available from the ushers at the back of the sanctuary. 
These devices may be used with headphones, or with a neck loop 
for T-Coil equipped hearing aids. Please leave the devices and 
headphones in the sanctuary when you leave. 

All ages are welcome in worship; however, our professionally-
staffed Child Care Center is an option for young children between 
7:45 am and noon, and is located next to the elevator. 

We offer Christian Education for all ages! Sunday School, at 9:15 am in 
Fellowship Hall on the lower level, is for children preschool through 
ninth grade. Adults and youth (tenth grade and beyond) may 
attend the Adult Seminar at 9:15 am in the Worship Center on the 
second level, where we explore many different topics of interest. 

Please complete a Yellow Card and place it in the offering plate. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

The congregation’s responses are printed in bold type 
 

 
 Will You Be Ready? 

Will you be ready for the light, ready for the light to shine upon you? 
Will you be ready for the light, ready for the light to shine? 

Please stand as you are able. 

I look from afar: 
And lo! I see the power of God coming, 
 and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, are you the One that should come 
 to reign over your people Israel? 

Please join in singing! 
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We gather to worship in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send your Son, 
Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you 
promise through that same Son, Jesus, to save us from our sin. As 
we light these candles, turn to us again in mercy; strengthen our 
faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore us; and give us 
life that we may be saved. Amen. 

Please join in singing the Canticle; music may be found on the next page. 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
We take a moment for silent confession. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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 No. 242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that 
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion 
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you all! 
And also with you! 

Please greet those around you and be seated. 
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A reading from Isaiah, the seventh chapter. 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will 
not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and 
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” (Isaiah 7:10 – 16) 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You 
who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. Before 
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might and 
come to save us! 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s 
prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them 
tears to drink in full measure. You make us an object of contention 
for our neighbors, and our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man 
whom you have made strong for yourself! Then we shall not turn 
back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your name! 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
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Please stand and join in singing the Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she 
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. (Matthew 1:18 – 25) 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Please be seated. 
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 Righteous Dilemma … Pastor Travis Norton 
 
Please stand. 
 

 No. 293 That Boy-Child of Mary 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day, he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all in need. 
We take a moment for silent reflection. 

Each petition ends with the following response: 
Hear us O God: 
Your mercy is great. 

Please keep the following people in your prayers this week: 
Cliff Allen 

Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 

Felicia Arnold 
Jaclyn Arnold 

Charlotte Auten 
Rita Avis 

Bill 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 

Ann & Steve Brown 
Andrea Bullock 
Frank Canady 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 

The Denny Children 
Anna Dillow 
Amy Finger 

Michael Foret 
Devan Garcia 
Jimmy Garcia 
Steve Gaspard 

The Grant Family 
Andy Grasmick 

Lee Gross 
Mark Hallenbeck 

Marcia Davis Hansen 
Jon Haring 

Steve & Cheryl Haver 
The Hawkins Family 

Sara Hayden 
Jutta Heberer 

Beverly Hodges 
Casey Jacobs 

Josh Jones 
Diana Keys 
John Klatt 

Chad Knox 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 

David Letcher 
Elvira Martinez 

Jay McCoy 
Carolyn McDole 

Brandon Miller & Family 
Debra Mills 

Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 

Greg Naber 
Don Nelson 

Rhea Nordberg 
Sam Norton & Family 

Gary Olson 
Craig Parlet 

Kristin Partenza 
Don Reed 

Don Reichert 
The David Reid Family 

Ethel Riegel 
Aaron Rindahl 

The Dawn Rindahl 
Family 

Roberta Robinson 
Sylvia 

Roger Schomber 
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Ron Scott 
Paul Shupe 

Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 

Russ Stott 

Don Swearingen 
& Family 

Aaron Thorson 
Verdawna & Jeff 

Al Wiebke 

Scott Wilkinson 
Dave Wright 

Greg & Carolyn Young 
Nick Zuardo & Family

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful 
expectation, that in each day and hour we may love and serve our 
neighbors in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Please be seated as tithes and offerings are received. 
 

  Ave, Ave, the Angel Sang 
O lowly maiden, O blessed woman, 
You have been chosen to bring us the King. 
Peace be with you, O fairest holy one, 
Mary, mother, child of God. 

Ave, ave, ave Maria. Ave, ave, the angel sang. 

Fair one so gentle, filled with the Spirit, 
You will bear Jesus, the Savior for all. 
Don’t be afraid now – God’s love surrounds you, 
Mary, mother, child of God. 

What will you call him, O lovely maiden? 
Rulers and nations will bow at his name. 
Let all creation give thanks for the Holy One; 
Jesus, Savior, Child of God. 
 
Please stand and join in singing. 
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Merciful God, accept the offerings we bring this day: the work of 
our hands, the gifts of our labor, and our lives to serve you. Gladden 
our hearts as we watch for your coming, and help us share that 
gladness with all. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should … 
… praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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As our Savior taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Please be seated. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 
Wait for the Lord 

 
     Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming 
The music to the hymn may be found on the next page. 
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Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for coming to us through the sacrament 
of bread and wine. May your presence in our lives give us patience 
and peace in this holy season, and make us eager for your return 
when you will bring all the faithful into your heavenly kingdom; 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. Go in peace, to walk in the light. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 Pastor Carrie Baylis and Pastor Bob Kippley 

 
 Romans 1:1 – 7 
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Will You Be Ready? – Words and music by Mark Patterson. © 2002 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net No. A-705840. • Canticle of the Turning (Verse 4) – Words (based on the Magnificat) by 
Rory Cooney. © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net No. A-705840. Music 
(star of county down) based on a traditional Irish tune. Public domain. • Awake! Awake, and Greet the 
New Morn – Words and music (rejoice, rejoice) by Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. All 
rights reserved. OneLicense.net No. A-705840. • Celtic Alleluia – Traditional words. Music by Fintan 
O’Carroll and Christopher Walker. © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, administered by 
OCP Publications. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net No. A-705840. • That Boy-Child of Mary – Words 
by Tom Colvin. Music (blantyre) from a traditional Malawi song, adapted by Tom Colvin. © 1969 Hope 
Publishing Company. All rights reserved. CCLI No. 11389142. • Ave, Ave, the Angel Sang – Words (inspired 
by Luke 1:28 – 38) and music by Robert Lau. © 1992 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net No. A-705840. • The Advent of Our God (Verses 1 and 6) – Words by Charles Coffin, 
translated by John Chandler. Music (franconia) by Johann B. König. Public domain. • Sanctus and 
Benedictus – Traditional words. Music (land of rest) from an American folk melody, adapted and 
harmonized by Annabel Morris Buchanan. Public domain. • O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – Words from 
a 9th-century Latin hymn, translated in the Hymnal 1940. Music (veni, veni emmanuel) from a 15th-
century plainsong melody, adapted by Thomas Helmore. Public domain. • Wait for the Lord – Words by 
the Taizé Community. Music (wait for the lord) by Jacques Berthier. © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, 
administered by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net No. A-705840. • Lo! How a 
Rose E’er Blooming – Words from a 15th-century German carol, translated by Theodore Baker, Harriet 
R. Krauth, and John C. Mattes. Music (es ist ein ros) from Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesänge, 
Köln, 1599; arranged by Michael Praetorius. Public domain. • O Come, All Ye Faithful – Words by John 
Francis Wade, translated by Frederick Oakeley. Music (adeste fidelis) by John Francis Wade. Public 
domain. 
 

Adult Seminar in the Worship Center ...................................... 9:15 am 
 Heart to Heart: Conversations Around Aging • Led by Cheryl Mahon 

Celebration Ringers ....................................................................... 1 pm 
 Meet in the Gathering Place for travel to the Inn at Garden Plaza 
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 [8 am] Skip & Judy Robinson, Kathleen Stott, Elaine Myers; [9:15 
am] Cathy Holiday, Mark & Cindy Stanley, Carol Olson; [10:45 am] Bob & 
Shirley Biemesderfer, Bill & Gloria Layton  [8 am] Bill Busovsky 
(coordinator), Charlie Helmstetler, Georgia Haberacker, Don & Jane 
Smith; [9:15 am] Ed Weaver (coordinator), Linda & Jerry Branesky, Warren 
Bent, Gene Warrington; [10:45 am] Sandra Winkler (coordinator), Pete 
Bredlau, Margie Sisson, Andy & Eileen Ballas  [8 
am] Chuck & Carol Donachy; [9:15 am] Jack & Linda Collier; [10:45 am] 
Marlyn & Mary Peet Shirley Jones

 [8:45 am] Judy Hagge; [10:15 am] Rosemary Anderson
 Paul & Kathy Wyant Marcia Foret  

Jan Booker, Marcia Foret, Paula Nickodemus, Mindy Mahler. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The poinsettias are given to the glory of God. 
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 All members of First Lutheran Church 
 The Rev. Travis Norton  The Rev. Carrie 

Baylis  The Rev. Bob Kippley 
 The Rev. Dr. Hank Maertens  

Deacon Joan Kuehn  Eric Wicks 
 Marcia Foret  

Shelly Schmidt  Linda Loflin 
 Jacque Bokelman 

 Harry Mosco  Cherí Stoker 
Chris Parkhill 

 Theresa McConnell  Teri 
Swanner  Lannette Abbey 

 Cathy Stanley, Anna Banks, Jennifer Weis  Scott Kleine 
 Brad Jaumott, John Tuma, Tony Ocava  Doug Brian 

 Candi Mountain Gaddie, Nola Gosch, Gloria Lindsey 
 Chaeli Boken Krischke  The 

Rev. Dr. Paul R. Peel  William Hulka



 

  



  


