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God of yesterday, today and tomorrow,
we call to mind your presence within us and around us.
We call to mind your presence and image in the people of Ukraine.

We call to mind your presence in the mothers and fathers trying desperately in this
hour to protect their children, their parents, their shops, their villages, their
communities.

We call to mind your presence in the children who hear the sounds of war but cannot
possibly understand colonization and greed and the desire to harm. Protect them from
this evil. May they be warm and safe. Creator, you, whose heart is grounded in love and
justice, who desires wholeness and wellness for all of your children, reach your arms
around your people of Ukraine in this hour.

We call to mind your presence in the azaleas and holly hocks of Ukraine, the roe deer
and the mouflons roaming the plains and the forests. Safeguard your beloved creation
under the crush of tanks and artillery. Make it that the sunyashniki fields will once again
flourish and shine upon your people Ukraine.

We call to mind your presence in the women and men who are on the frontlines of
hospitals and bomb shelters. May they reflect your love and compassion in this dreadful
hour, drawing on the deep well of courage and strength and beauty that is who they
are, as you have created them to be. Equip them in this hour.

We call to mind your presence in those whose eyes and hearts are covered by scales of
indifference and apathy, who lust for power, who, in this hour, disregard the sanctity of
all the earth and your people in it. That the scales would drop, and their hearts repent!

We call to mind your presence in those who must take up arms against brother and
sister. Help them to hear your song of shalom echoing in their ears, softening their
hearts. Show them a peaceful way forward.

We call to mind your presence in all of us who stand in witness to the atrocity, the
trauma, and the remnant that war leaves on hearts and minds and bodies and
homelands. Help us to see our own complicities with the scourge of colonization and
war on our homelands - that it would move us to work for peace, that it would give
power to our voices and fortify us in our actions in the world in this hour.

God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, we call to mind your presence within us and
around us.
Amen.
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A prayer for Ukraine Rev. Lisa Kopanski Harmon

https://www.facebook.com/lisa.k.harmon.3?__cft__[0]=AZXp27ufoPeDYrJ1wxKiOtOcz6CdolC3AdYcWOxWR3gad4U5fuakiecm7H87F5G3BlFKaetGlARpWtcDb2E2akY9Rll8ivvTcZ2jzwuQYGXW3IUkfItrpaWecXOZMrQ4658tSZHBbg0LNgd7CVWI-3YDR7YKxUNLKniZofmEF0XEph27qKt3T-KZ_jru309N99I&__tn__=-]K-R


GOOD ENOUGH: 
Embracing a life that is holy "as is".
We are so excited to share with you our new Lenten Series, Good Enough:  
Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith - embracing a life that is
holy "as is".  This Worship Design Studio Series is based on the newly
released book, Good Enough, by author, professor, and incurable optimist
Kate Bowler.  We will draw inspiration from the book, from the
Devotional Guide and from small group study.  We invite you in to it all
as we journey through this sacred season!  How wonder to grow in faith
with  you!

April 6, 2022 at 7pm
Free Admission /Petro Hall
MSUB Student Union Building
Our 'Shameless' Sunday Seminar is a
wrap!  And now we look forward to
Rev. Bolz-weber's visit!  The Rev.
Bolz-Weber will present on her book
Shameless: A Sexual Reformation
which reminds us that sexual
flourishing can and should be for all
genders, all bodies, and all humans.
This lecture is sponsored by United
Campus Ministry at MSU Billings,
MSUB Women and Gender Studies,
and the Rocky Mountain College’s
Wheatley Lectures. 

NADIA BOLZ-WEBER
Live & In-person

NOON PRAYER
W/ PASTOR LISA
Pastor Lisa will hold a Noon Prayer, this Friday, March 4th, for National
Day of Prayer. Join us in-person, here in our sanctuary, or online.

WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Billings First Church Leadership Team needs your help Volunteer for
Sunday Service Here.

While your here you can add your prayer to
one of our living prayer boards in our
Narthex, or add your prayer to our online
prayer wall by going to our website.
https://www.billingsfirstchurch.org/
prayer-wall

Methodist Bishop
Karen Oliveto
will be hosting a
conversation with
Rev. Bolz-Weber 
following the presentation A Q&A
will follow along with a book signing.
Copies of Shameless will be sold by
the MSUB Bookstore.
RSVP at dwelch@msubillings.edu

INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN'S DAY
march 8th, 2022, a global day celebrating the
social, economic, cultural and political
achievements of women. The day also marks a
call to action for accelerating gender parity.
Significant activity is witnessed worldwide as
groups come together to celebrate women's
achievements or rally for women's equality.
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Our personalities are also gifts. According to the Enneagram personality
typing system, there are nine different personality types: the Reformer
(type 1), the Helper (type 2), the Achiever (type 3), the Individualist (type
4), the Investigator (type 5), the Loyalist (type 6), the Enthusiast (type 7),
the Challenger (type 8) and the Peacemaker (type 9). Which one are you?
How does knowing your personality type deepen your relationship with
God and with those with whom you live and work? Your Faith Formation
Ministry Team is presenting Shelly Ellison, MSW, SWLC, and Barbara
Gulick, MRE, DASD, in a workshop, “Enneagram 101,” on Saturday,
March 12, 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon, in the church’s Sweetgrass Room. Shelly, a
’92 Billings Senior High graduate, has returned to Billings from Portland.
A talented Enneagram Coach, she is presently employed in Behavioral
Healthcare at St. Vincent’s Healthcare.

Register at https://www.billingsfirstchurch.org/get-involved/enneagram-
101. 

Questions?
Contact Barbara Gulick at barbaragulick@firstchurchbillings.org for
more information.

Faithfully yours,

Barbara Gulick
Commissioned Minister of Spiritual Direction

Enneag
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Enneag
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Socially, those who are “in Christ” are all “one body” (I Corinthians 12:12-13; Romans 12: 4-5), whose solidarity
overcomes the primary divisions that the apostle Paul knew in his world, “In Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith…There is no longer Jew or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galations 3: 26-28). And we can extend the divisions that Paul knew
in his world to the divisions that we know in our 21st century world. But, within this Body in Christ, we each have a
gift to offer to the community, some of which Paul mentions here. “For as in one body we have many members, and
not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortations; the giver, in generosity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.” (Romans 12: 4-5).

Recently the Tuesday Morning Book Group (which has been meeting on Zoom
during the Omicron surge and bad weather) concluded a reading and discussion of
“After Jesus Before Christianity: A Historical Exploration of the First Two Centuries
of Jesus Movements,” by Erin Vearncombe, Brandon Scott, and Hal Taussig for the
Western Christianity Seminar. Pastor Lisa Harmon and Walt Gulick led a recently
concluded Bible study based on Marcus Borg’s book. “Reading the Bible Again for the
First Time.” In these books we learned what it was like to be “in Christ” in the small
communities of Jesus people in the first two centuries of the modern calendar before
the Jesus movement began to become institutionalized and less resistant to the ways
of the Roman Empire.

WORDS FROM BARBARA GULICK
-Spiritual Director
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THURSDAYS  AT  1 0AM

B I L L INGS  F I RS T  CHURCH

YOGA  SHALA  MONTANA

Yoga  |  We l l n e s s  |  G i gg l e s  |  Commun i t y

Y O G A  W I T H  L I S A Private aerial yoga classes are available for both kids and
adults inside Billings First Congregational Church. To
schedule a class or for more information, email YungBen at
yelvingtonstudio@gmail.com or call him at 406-209-8642.

A S H E S  A S H E S  A S H E S  O N  T H EO N  T H EO N  T H E

R U NR U NR U N
Enjoy some photos from
Ash Wednesday here at
Billings First Church. 

We hope you see Billings First Congregational Church as vital to the health and
wellness of our community in all the beautiful and diverse ways we welcome,
advocate and make space for all – in our hearts, in our building, in our Intertribal
Community Park, and at our table, following the way of Christ. We invite you to
join us in support and love for our church and ministries. 
The easiest way to donate is through our website at billingsfirstchurch.org

Support our Mission & Ministries

This piece is from a
photoshoot with Julie
Solberg. These are her
amazing hands holding
feathers she collected.
To schedule a shoot or
for more information,
contact Dixie at
yelvingtonstudio@gmail.c
om or call 406-498-3514.

Dixie can
turn your
mementos
into works
of art!
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Lenten Plans
Good Enough: Embracing a life that is holy "as is". Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

6-Week Book Study - Starts Mar. 9th, weekly/Wednesdays/6pm

Enneagram 101 - Mar. 12th, hosted by Barbara Gulick & Shelly Eliason. 

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday Service, Apr. 14th, 7pm

Good Friday Labyrinth, Apr. 15th, 7-9pm

Birthday Cake Sunday
Mar. 27th, after service.  It's back!  Our annual birthday

celebration!   Join us!

Easter Sunday
Hot Cross Buns & Coffee Hour, April 17th, 9:30 am 

Easter Service, Apr. 17th, 10:30 a.m.

Youth Easter Activities, April 17th, during service

Ascension Day, May 26th
Last Day of Sunday School, Sunday, May 29th

All-Graduation Celebration Potluck, May 29th, after service

Pentecost, Sunday, June 5th, 10:30am 

Wednesday Evening Youth Group
April 6th, 5:30 - 7pm , Easter Community Service Project 

All Church Work Day
April 9th, 9am-Noon, Pizza included!

Save the Date

To register for our upcoming events & more visit
Billingsfirstchurch.org


