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Friends in Christ, 

      Transitions are difficult; from summer to fall, from vacation to back to 

school, from sin to new life in Christ. Even positive and exciting changes can 

produce anxiety. As the school year begins, extracurricular activities com-

mence, and Christian education gets underway again at Lord of Life, we sense 

the calendar filling with a flurry of activities. The anxiety can set in when we 

consider all that needs to be done.   

      If there is any blessing that has come from the pandemic, perhaps it is, that 

what we put on our calendars, we see from a new perspective. What things are 

more important now than they were before COVID-19? Will we return to the rat 

race, or might we determine that we are in a better position to experience God’s 

shalom if we only schedule activities that are less consumer oriented and more 

servant driven? What priorities do we hope our children will see us model?  

     Honestly, the discernment of these priorities begins in worship. It’s that 

place, whether on the ground or online, where our priorities are recalibrated to 

align with God’s missional priorities. Never underestimate that we need a week-

ly reminder of whose (God’s) and who (children of God) we are, and how God 

transitions us from life revolving around an endless treadmill of activity into a life 

that is oriented around God’s mission in Jesus Christ for the sake of the world. 

This divine transition makes all of life’s other transitions bearable, possibly even 

salutary.    

     I’d like to highlight the transitions that are upon us this school calendar year 

at Lord of Life. I encourage everyone to participate as your health permits, 

whether in-person or online, depending on which is appropriated for each minis-

try.  
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 T��������� B��� �� S����� S����� with Rally 

Day 2021, Sunday September 12 at 10 am. Our 

theme for this year is FROG, a.k.a., Fully Rely On 

God. This is not the time to be shy. Invite a 

friend. Be reminded: you are an evangelist by virtue 

of your baptism! 

 

 T��������� ���� G��’� W���. O�� H����., an ELCA wide service day to be held at Lord 

of Life on Saturday, September 11, from 10 am to 12 noon. We will collect personal care 

items to be offered to WINGS. Our Saturday collections over the past year have been out-

standing. Let’s keep up the good work! In addition, look for advocacy letters to sign on Satur-

day. More details about God’s Work. Our Hands. Can be found on page 6 of this Lifelines edi-

tion.  
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 T��������� I��� M������ .�� L��� �. L�.0’� P��20���. God’s Work, 

Our Hands also means taking care of our own house so that we can be 

about God’s mission in the world. To this end, on Sunday, September 12, 

there will be a property “to do” list displayed in the narthex. Each helping 

hand on the display has a task related to the care of our grounds and proper-

ty. Take a hand from the display to show that you will lend your hands to 

complete the said task. I challenge our congregation to have all those display 

hands in our hands within two weeks. Ready. Set. Go. It’s God’s Work. 

Our Hands. Let’s do this! 

 

 T��������� ��30� 4��� L��� �. L�.0’� V����� D070��230�� T0�3. New social media 

platforms are being implemented for use in our vision development and beyond. Stay tuned 

so that we can connect as our vision for mission begins to include your participation.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 T��������� 8��� �� ���� C��.��3�����. Calling all tweens in sixth, sev-

enth, or eighth grade! Classes will begin the week of September 12. Day of the 

week for meeting TBD. Please contact me at pastorrebekah@lord-of-life.org if 

you are interested in having your child participate in this faith formation oppor-

tunity during a time of rapid change in your child’s life. It’s the right time to learn 

the basics of the Old and New Testaments, Luther’s Small Catechism, and 

Christian Living. I’m always eager to explore your child’s questions, and quite 

frequently learn so much from engaging them.  
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 T��������� 8��� �� ���� Z��3��> 4��� J0���, Lord of Life’s adult forum. 

The discussions are open. The topics are numerous and challenging. The people 

are great!  Zooming with Jesus will be back online beginning Sunday, September, 

19 at 10:30 am. Our course of study is TBD. Believe it or not, you might find it 

easier to enter into a new group held virtually. It’s a little less daunting. So don’t 

hesitate. Send Pastor Rebekah an email at  pastorrebekah@lord-of-life.org, and 

ask her for the Zoom link.  

 I WILL BE TRANSITIONING FROM LORD OF LIFE’S PULPIT (JUST ONCE) INTO GRACE’S 

PULPIT FOR A BACH CANTATA VESPERS SERVICE. Michael and I rarely get to worship and 

serve together in the same physical location, so I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve as 

homilist for the Bach Cantata Vespers Service on Sun-

day, September 26, at 3:45 pm. This will be the 

opening service of the 51
st
 season of this tradition at 

Grace Lutheran Church in River Forest, IL. Worship will 

be virtual and possibly in-person, depending on COVID. 

Access the livestream here.  

  

  Wir danken dir, Gott, wir danken dir, BWV 29 

   We thank you, God, we thank you 

 

  3:00 p.m. Cantata Preview Lecture 

   Mark Peters, Trinity Christian College, Palos Heights 

 

  3:45 p.m. Bach Cantata Vespers 

   Thomas Schmidt, Chicago, Illinois, guest organist 

 

  Rebekah Weant Costello, Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Schaumburg, Illinois, homilist 

 

  Maura Janton Cock, soprano 

   Karen Brunssen, mezzo soprano 

   Ace Gangoso, tenor 

   Douglas Anderson, baritone 

 

  Bach Cantata Vespers Chorus and Orchestra 

   Grace Cantor Michael D. Costello, conducting 

 

  Wir danken dir is one of Bach’s Ratswechsel (change of council) cantatas, composed for  

    the annual August inauguration of the new town council, celebrated with a festival ser- 

    vice in Leipzig’s Nikolaikirche. It was an opportunity for Bach to display his musical virtu-  

    osity to visiting dignitaries as well as his own employers.  The cantata begins with a 

    magnificent sinfonia for organ and orchestra, followed by a glorious opening chorus, lat-  

    er recast as the Dona nobis pacem of the Mass in B Minor. With thanksgiving for the 

    blessings of the past and reliance on God for protection in the future, BWV 29 opens the 

    51st season of Bach Cantata Vespers with joyful praise and prayer  
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 T�0 C���0���’� 4��� 80 T�����������> from our house of ten years in Maywood, to a 

house at 121 Le Moyne Pkwy, Oak Park, IL 60302. The catalyst for our move was discerning 

where Andrew and Lydia will go to high school. This year, Andrew is in eight grade (hard to 

believe), which is his last year at Grace Lutheran School where Michael serves. It is a bitter-

sweet moment. We have enjoyed our time in Maywood and will miss our neighbors.   

 

This move weighed heavily on our hearts, because it laid bare the systemic injustice that’s tied 

to the drastic income and educational disparities between predominantly white people and 

black and brown people. How can it be that literally two miles, from one village, where pre-

dominantly black and brown people go to school in Maywood, to the next village, where pre-

dominately white people live and go to school in Oak Park and River Forest, that there is a dis-

parity in standardized test scores of epic proportions? Therefore, we are moving to a “better” 

village, with “better” schools. This leaves me with a lump in my throat. I understand there are 

many factors for these disparities, but I cannot deny, and must confess, that in making such a 

move we are complicit in a system in which race is inextricably linked to economic, income, 

and educational opportunities.  

 

So, how do we work with God to change the system? It seems to me that the first way of get-

ting at that is to unequivocally acknowledge the sin. Racism plays into all this. It’s not the only 

dynamic, but it’s a real thing. There, I named it. If we can’t name it; we can’t even begin to re-

pent of it. I know this is triggering, but let the offense settle in before we react. Remember that 

there is forgiveness and reconciliation if we stay the course. This is what I trust as I continue to 

confront my own struggle with this sin.  

 

So it is with mixed feelings and thoughts that we make this transition. We pray for a good 

move and for ways we can advocate for communities for which such disparities exist. Transi-

tions bring to the fore ways of life that we need to let go of, and ways of life we need to em-

brace to stay in step with Jesus. It’s the baptismal act of daily repentance. Dear God, turn our 

many transitions into opportunities for your mission in Christ Jesus to flow through our lives 

and into the places you call us to live.   

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rebekah 
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 
The annual ELCA day of service (“God’s Work. Our Hands.”) is Sunday, September 12. It’s a day 
to celebrate who we are as the church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. This year 
we’ll be collecting donations for WINGS (Women In Need Growing Stronger). Please select items 
from the following lists: 
 

 
Collection will take place on Saturday, September 11, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. Those at-
tending in-person worship on Sunday, September 12, may also bring donations on Sunday morn-
ing. Thank you for sharing the love of Jesus and supporting women and families in our communi-
ty! 

Pantry Wish List Household Wish List 

Tomato Paste Shower Curtains 

Macaroni and Cheese Large Bath Towels 

Gallon/Quart/Sandwich Baggies Hand Towels 

Flour Alcohol-Free Mouthwash 

Plain White/Brown Rice Air Freshener Spray 

Parmesan Cheese Q-Tips 

Sugar SOS Pads 

Garbage Bags Bleach 

Paper Towels Sponges 

Mayo Disposable Razors 

Regular Ground Coffee Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

Saran Wrap Shampoo/Conditioner 

Cooking Oil Fabric Softener 

Oatmeal Lysol Spray 

Spaghetti Sauce Disposable Diapers (Sizes 3 and 6) 

Cereal Foil/Saran Wrap 

Ketchup/Mustard Baby Wipes 

WANTED: 

Teachers - teach one Sunday or many - whatever works for you!!!  We will have two classes 

and one nursery every Sunday.   

  Groups are: 

+  Prekindergarten - meeting in the nursery to play with toys - join the other 

classes for singing and closing only 

+  Kindergarten through 2nd grade 

+  3rd grade through 5th Grade 

Starting in 6th Grade – Pr. Rebekah will teach Confirmation – Day of week TBD. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  - 9AM SUNDAY MORNINGS 
Required to Pre-register for the Sunday in-person worship: 

You will need to sign up through a new Sign Up Genius link reflecting our new 

phase of  worship. This new link is available on our website. 

If  you need assistance in signing up for Sunday services, please contact the 
church office.  If  you are unable to attend the service after you have signed 
up, please let the church office know - either by phone or email that you can-
not attend. If  you are able to sign-up by Friday mornings, this will expedite 
setting up communion. Thank you! 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL: All groups & committees that would like to use the 
church building will be asked to complete a REVISED Facility Use Appli-

cation to be approved by the Church Council.  However, should state officials 

return to a more restrictive phase due to rising COVID-19 cases, plans for worship 

and in-person gatherings would revert accordingly.   

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS:  We are excited to start up Sponsorship of  Al-
tar Flowers & Bulletins again.  Sign-up charts are back up.  If  you are continuing to 
worship on-line, please call the church office with your request and you may mail in 
or drop off  your monetary donation.  Altar Flowers will be $20 and Bulletins will be 
$15.  If  you have any questions, please contact Kim or Julie 

F.R.O.G. -  

Fully Rely on God - Rally Day 

      

     Planned Activities: Class begins in 

church on Sunday, September 12, 2021.  

After the Gospel, we will be meeting in 

the classrooms downstairs in the church.  

Then F.R.O.G. be-

gins at 10:00 a.m. 

until 1:00 p.m. 

      

     We will have reg-

istration for school, 

crafts, games, good-

ie bags, prizes, food 

and a huge amount 

of FUN!!!! 

Fund Raisers during Rally Day:  

All proceeds go to Christian Education 

for Confirmation Classes, First Com-

munion Classes and Sunday School. 

     

   1.   Book Sale - New books for ba-

bies to young teens. 

     

   2.   Book Exchange - For babies to 

young teen books only, please.  Bring 

one, take one.  Bring two, take two, 

etc.  Bring any donations of books to 

church and leave at Quilt Raffle table. 

     

   3.   Quilt Raffle - The quilters have 

donated a baby quilt for a raffle.  Draw-

ing at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 

12th. 
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 THOSE WHO MOURN  

       

 The members and friends 

of Lord of Life offer pray-

ers and condolences to 

those who have lost family and friends 

over the summer: 

   
     Cathy Thoma on the death of her 
friend Gloria Holbrook. 
  
     Barbara Peterson on the death of 
her friends Frank & Claranne Zielinski.  
 

     Don & Darlene Klueg on the death 
of Don’s sister, Gladys Franzen 
 

     June & Rob Ross on the death of 
their niece, Tammy Treadway. 
      
     Karen Baron on the deaths of Sue 
Lester Ptasinski and Tom Moskal. 
 

     Lori Schaar on the death of her 
mother-in-law, Gwen Schaar. 
 

     Barbara Peterson and family on the 
death of Norma Peterson. 
 

     The daughter and son-in-law of 
Gary & Cathy Thoma on the death of 
Paul Schroeder.  
 

     The friends and families of former 
members, Luella Usdrowski and San-
dra Davis. 

 

May the memory of our departed loved 
one always be a blessing. 

I���������> ��� N04 C������ J��0 2021: 

Pastor: Pastor Rebekah 

President:  Jim Heinking 

Vice President:  Kimberly Scanlan 

Treasurer:  Dave Collins 

Financial Secretary:  Gary Thoma 

Secretary:  Kevin Kohn 

 

Members at Large:  Jan Stage and Sally Jones 

Summer Baptisms 

 
 

   Julianna Grace Meyer was baptized on Sunday, July 11, 

2021. Sponsors are Jake and Tracy Serafini. Proud par-

ents are Matthew and Jenene Meyer. Proud grandparents 

are Jack and Mary Meyer.  

    

   Hazel Karoline Erhardt was baptized on Sunday, August 

8, 2021.  Sponsors are Erik and Jacqueline Erhardt. Proud 

parents are Peter and Marci Erhardt.  

 

Congratulations to all! 

OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of women who will add 

their prayers to yours. If you have a prayer request, call 

anyone listed below to start the prayer moving around 

the circle. 

Marilyn Luthardt Barbara Dobson Dee Anders  

Bev Jelen   Ruth Ann Pickard Diane Gioe 

Sandy Smith  June Ross  Cathy Thoma  

Articles for October LIFELINES are 

due Fri Sept 24.  You can email them 

to me at lifelines@lord-of-life.org  or 

drop them off at the church. 
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Green Team Message 

July 29, 2021 

 

Oops! We did it again! We went right past that date, barely giving it a thought. 
 

What’s so special about July 29? July 29 was Earth Overshoot Day this year. “Earth Overshoot Day 
marks the day when humanity’s demand for ecological resources and services in a given year ex-
ceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year.” The date changes from year to year, but it’s gradu-
ally getting earlier. And in 2021, we were over our “allotted” resources for the year 5 months before 
the year’s end!  
 

I hadn’t heard about the day until just a couple weeks ago when a paragraph about it showed up in 
a newsletter from a clean energy supplier. Yet, it seems that this should be a day we all know 
about, and more importantly, try to delay. 
 

Overshootday.org focuses on five aspects. 
  

1. Planet - how we help nature thrive 

2. Cities - how we design and manage cities 

3. Energy - how we power ourselves 

4. Food - how we feed ourselves 

Population - how many of us there are 

 

Here are a few innovative solutions to postpone the date: 
 

 Expand your cooking repertoire with new vegetarian recipes. 
 

 Avoid buying “fast fashion” (low-priced, trendy clothing that moves quickly  
from design to retail stores). Look for some good used clothing instead. 

 

Use forms of transportation that get your body moving. (This has a health benefit for 
you as well!) 

 

Plant some trees! You can do this on your own or find a charity that will use your do-
nation to do just that. You can even give the gift of trees through charities! 

 

Cut food waste. Use those older veggies in some soup. 
 

Some accuse Earth Overshoot Day as being gimmicky and not taking into account all the relevant 
data. However, any program that shocks us into using less and conserving more has us headed in 
the right direction.                                           
           Diane Gioe 

 

 



 

DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


