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As has been the 

case for this 

year’s Lifelines 

note from the pastor, I’m highlighting 

words straight from Martin Luther. I 

have avoided interpreting his words so 

that they can stand on their own. What follows is a portion 

of the sermon Luther preached on Matthew 22:1-14. This 

will be our gospel text for Sunday, October 11, on the 19
th

 

Sunday after Pentecost. The text is included in the sidebar 

for your reference. As we come to the close of the liturgical 

year, many of our lectionary readings will continue to be 

eschatological in nature, like this parable. I think you’ll find 

that Luther’s wedding imagery is packed full of faithful 

treasure. Enjoy! 

“Let us now briefly notice what is taught by this marriage 

feast. First, this marriage feast is a union of the divine na-

ture with the human. And the great love Christ has for us is 

presented to us in this picture of the wedding feast. For 

there are many kinds of love, but none is so ardent and 

fervent as a bride's love, the love a new bride has to her 

bridegroom, and on the other hand, the bridegroom's love 

to the bride. True love has no regard for pleasures or pre-

sents, or riches, or gold rings and the like; but cares only 

for the bridegroom. And if he even gave her all he had, she 

would regard none of his presents, but say: I will have only 

thee. And if on the other hand he has nothing at all, it 

makes no difference with her, she will in spite of all that 

desire him. That is the true nature of the love a bride. But 

where one has regard to pleasure, it is harlot-love; she 

does not care for him, but for the money; therefore such 

love does not last long. 

This true bride-love God presented to us in Christ, in that 

he allowed him to become man for us and be united with 

our human nature ,that we might thus perceive and appre-

ciate his good will toward us. Now, as the bride loves  her 

           (continued on page 2) 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to 
them in parables, say-
ing: 2“The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king 
who gave a wedding banquet 
for his son. 3He sent his 
slaves to call those who had 
been invited to the wedding 
banquet, but they would not 
come. 4Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 
have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have 
been slaughtered, and every-
thing is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ 5But they 
made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, anoth-
er to his business, 6while the 
rest seized his slaves, mis-
treated them, and killed 
them. 7The king was enraged. 
He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned 
their city. 8Then he said to his 
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, 
but those invited were not 
worthy. 9Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite eve-
ryone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ 10Those slaves went 
out into the streets and gath-
ered all whom they found, 
both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 11“But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he 
noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding 
robe, 12and he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speech-
less. 13Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him 
hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For 
many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 
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                            (continued from page 1) 

 
betrothed, so also does Christ love us; and we on the other hand will love him, if we believe 

and are the true bride. And although he gave us even heaven, the wisdom of all the Proph-

ets, the glory of all the saints and angels, yet we would not esteem them unless he gave us 

himself. The bride can be satisfied by nothing, is insatiable, the only one thing she wants is 

the bridegroom himself; as she says in the Song of Solomon, 2, 16: "My beloved is mine, 

and I am his." She cannot rest until she has her beloved himself. So is Christ also on the 

other hand disposed toward me: he will have me only, and besides nothing. And if I gave 

him even all I could, it would be of no use to him; he would have no regard for it, even if I 

wore all the hoods of all the monks. He wants my whole heart; for the outward things, as the 

outward virtues, are only maid servants, he wants the wife herself. He demands, that I say 

from the bottom of my heart: I am thine. The union and the marriage are accomplished by 

faith, so that I rely fully and freely upon him, that he is mine. If I only have him, what can I 

desire more? 

Now, what do we give to him? An impure bride, a dirty, old, wrinkled outcast. But he is the 

eternal wisdom, the eternal truth, the eternal light, an exceptionally beautiful youth. What 

does he give us then? Himself, wholly and completely. He does not cut a piece off for me or 

give me a little morsel, but the whole fountain of eternal wisdom, not a little brooklet. If then 

I am thus his and he mine, I have eternal life, righteousness and all that belongs to him. 

Therefore I am righteous, saved, and in a sense that neither death, sin, hell, nor satan can 

harm me. If he gave me only a part of his wisdom, righteousness and life, I would say: That 

is of no help to me, but I want thee, without thee nothing is real and true. When he gives me 

his servants, his Prophets, he gives me only a part and a morsel; the gifts are only concu-

bines, among whom there is only one who is the true bride. They are distinguished thus: 

there are many souls to whom gifts are made, as, wisdom, love and the like; but they are 

not the true brides, for they do not say, Thou art mine: but they court your purse on the 

side, for they love the gifts. But the true bride says: Thee alone will I have, thou art mine, 

and not the ring, not the jewel, not the present. The above is all spoken of love. 

Now, what do we bring to him? Nothing but all our heart-aches, all our misfortunes, sins, 

misery and lamentations. He is the eternal light, we the eternal darkness; he the life, we 

death; he righteousness, we sin. This is a marriage that is very unequal. But what does the 

bridegroom do? He is so fastidious that he will not dwell with his bride until he first adorns 

her in the highest degree. How is that done? The Apostle Paul teaches that when he says in 

Tit. 3, 5-6: "He gave his tender body unto death for them and sprinkled them with his holy 

blood and cleansed them through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

Spirit." He instituted a washing; that washing is baptism, with which he washes her. More 

than this, he has given to her his Word; in that she believes and through her faith she be-

comes a bride. The bridegroom comes with all his treasures; but I come with all my sins, 

with all my misery and heart-griefs.” 

Luther, Martin. Parable of the King Who Made a Marriage Feast for His Son. A Sermon by Martin Luther; taken from his Church Postil. First pub-
lished in 1523. Online at http://www.lectionarycentral.com/trinity20/LutherGospel.html. 

A Note from Pastor  
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 THOSE WHO MOURN  

       

 

 

 

    

   

     The members and friends of Lord 
of Life offer prayers and condolences 
to those who have lost family and 
friends: 
   
    Elaine Janssen on the death of her 
Friend Dan Prysby. 
 
    Herm Scharm and family on the 
death of Herm’s sister, Eleanor 
Scharm. 
      
 
    May the memory of our departed 
loved one always be a blessing. 

Baptism 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On Sunday, September 20, 2020, Mila Grace Rowe 

was baptized. Her Sponsors are Scott and Jaclyn 

(Vasquez) Algrim. Proud parents are Adam and Amy 

Rowe along with big brother Mason Rowe. Proud 

grandparents are Mark & Kim Puchalski. 

 

Congratulations to all! 

OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of women who will add their prayers to yours. If you have a prayer 
request, call anyone listed below to start the prayer moving around the circle. 

 

Marilyn Luthardt  Barbara Dobson  Dee Anders   

Bev Jelen   Ruth Ann Pickard  Diane Gioe   

Sandy Smith   June Ross   Cathy Thoma 

 C����� �� 	
� H	��: If you would like a October, November, December Daily Devo-

tional Booklet, please email or call the church office and we can put one in the outside mailbox 

for you to pick up. Please let us know if you would like large print or regular. 

L�� ��������: Sunday services continue on 

Facebook & the Lord of Life Website. 

REMINDER:  Please be aware when leaving the building that you make sure all the 

lights are all off (including bathrooms), the door to the office is locked, and computers are all 

off.  We have discovered this has not been done on a few days in the past weeks.  And of 

course please clean/disinfect any surfaces you have used while inside.  Thanks for your assis-

tance in keep us safe.  Kim and Julie 
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Green Team Message 

Good Things  

It’s always rewarding when others comment on something we’ve done and show an interest in be-

ing environmentally conscious. Recently, a Lord of Life member encouraged Russ from the Green 

Team to join a Facebook group interested in new products – products that would not contribute to 

climate change and could be used with a clear conscience. 

 

Russ agreed to check it out and soon learned about a new kind of laundry detergent. It is ultra-

concentrated, hypo-allergenic, and pre-measured onto a dry strip which dissolves completely in ei-

ther hot or cold water.  

 

The strips come in a compostable (or recyclable) cardboard box and weigh just a few ounces. Right 

away, the company saves on shipping costs because one strip is 94% lighter than one load’s worth 

of liquid laundry detergent. (Since the main ingredient in liquid detergents is water, removing it 

makes quite a difference!) 

 

No plastic jugs are used; no petrochemicals are involved. That’s exceptionally good news, especial-

ly when plastics are crowding marine life out of the oceans. Any time we can use a product that 

does not include plastic, we’ve taken a step in the right direction. 

 

Is this sounding good to you?  

 

Yes, but how well do the strips clean? You’ll be happy to know that they have been reviewed by an 

independent lab in a highly controlled test. A stained textile swatch is used to review all detergent 

products. It is identically stained with sweat, blood, chocolate and red wine and analyzed. After 

laundering, the swatch is analyzed again to find out how much of the stain was removed. The laun-

dry strips placed in the top third of eco-friendly detergents by removing 64% of the stains. (The 

stains are not meant to come out completely because the lab needs to be able to compare various 

products.) 

Russ now has some of the laundry strips. He is anxious to try them and to have other people exper-

iment with them as well, so stay tuned! 

To be continued … 



T� C�
�'� C	
�'�( of Lord of Life has prayerfully outlined our next phase of in-person worship 

and in-person group gatherings. Directions for Worship Sign-Up and a Facility Use Application 

was emailed to the congregation. All groups and committees that would like to use the church 

building will be asked to complete a Facility Use Application to be approved by the Church 

Council.  However, should state officials return to a more restrictive phase due to rising 

COVID-19 cases, plans for worship and in-person gatherings would revert accordingly.  

 

PHASED RE-ENTRY PLAN DONATIONS: 

· Disinfecting wipes (such as Lysol, Clorox or Alcohol wipes), Disinfecting cleansers (such 

  as Lysol Liquid Cleaner/Disinfectant or Lysol disinfectant aerosol spray; or at least 70%  

  Isopropyl or Ethyl Alcohol) 

· Masks and Rubber gloves   

· Advanced audio/visual equipment & internet capacity for on-going church based live 

  streamed worship 
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Articles for November LIFELINES are due Tuesday, October 27th. You can email them to me at 

lifelines@lord-of-life.org.  Or drop them off at the office.  Thank you 



C�������� E.
'���	�  G��.� 0-5      The Christian Education Committee is 

committed to continuing to grow in faith and worship with our congregation’s 

youth.  As we kick off the start of the Sunday School year for 2020-2021, we face 

the continuation of necessary precautions due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  The 

Sunday school will commence as a remote learning platform until we have the opportunity to safely 

return onsite. We have been fortunate enough to have some additional resources provided by 

Augsburg Fortress that will allow us more flexibility and engagement in offering the lessons in a vir-

tual format. In order how to best engage our children in faith, we respectfully request your feedback 

in this short survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LGHHRSV 

A.
(� F	�
� 
 Z		���� 5��� J�
�   Lord of Life’s adult forum has a new name: Zooming 

with Jesus. We resumed our study of the Essential Jesus via Zoom on Sunday, 

September 13
th
 at 11:30 am. Email Pastor Rebekah at pastorrebekah@lord-of-

life.org if you would like to join the study, and a zoom invitation will be sent to 

you. 

G��.� 6-8      

Confirmation resumed on Wednesday evening, September 16, at 

6:30 pm. We will continue our study of the Reformation and the Lu-

theran Confessions. There is a possibility that we might begin live-streaming confirmation class in 

order to open up this learning to any parents and adults who might want to collaborate with us and 

brush up on the basics.   
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS:  A big thank you to everyone who brought donations to the 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” collection on September 12 & 13! We filled 3 cars with bags and box-

es of food, cleaning supplies, and personal hygiene items.  They were delivered to the Schaum-

burg Food Pantry, the Hanover Township Food Pantry, and WINGS. Thanks also to everyone 

who wrote letters and participated in advocacy opportunities, and to the volunteers who made it 

happen. Your generosity makes a difference in the lives of others! 



W	����A S'�.
( 

Lord of Life has returned to a modified in-person worship service of Holy Communion on Sunday 

mornings. Essentially, we are moving the Tuesday morning spoken Holy Communion service to 

Sunday morning at 9:00 am. We hope this allows us to come as close as we can to some sem-

blance of “normalcy” as navigate this pandemic. To make it easy to sign up for in-person Holy 

Communion at Lord of Life, all sign up sheets for Sunday and Thursday Sunday worship services, 

can be found at this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4aaaac2ba6fd0-spoken  

 

I ask that you please understand this plan is always subject to change should any worship leader 

not be able to gather in-person or provide live-streaming. As a parent of young children who are 

back in school, in-person, and the wife of Michael, who is teaching music, in-person, there is al-

ways a possibility that Andrew, Lydia, Michael or myself might suddenly not be feeling well on a 

Sat. night or a Sun. morning. Should that happen, I would certainly not be present for in-person 

worship or for live-streaming so as not to risk possibly exposing someone to COVID-19.  In this 

case, other arrangements for worship would be made. Thank you for your flexibility as we seek to 

maintain our worship and praise of God while safeguarding those in the congregation from disease. 

Pastor Rebekah 
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DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


