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     The month of February cer-

tainly flew by quickly. We now 

find ourselves, almost exactly a year from the time in which our 

lives went into a tailspin. I began the week of March 8
th
, 2020, 

making hospital visits, home visits, and preparing for worship like I would have 

on any other Sunday. By Thursday and Friday of that same week, existential 

questions arose: Do we hold in-person worship or not? Will we have Lent and 

Easter worship services the way we normally do? Why, the coronavirus, dear 

Lord? 

     Almost a year later, here we are again, in the season of Lent, and probably 

one question still nags us? Why are we in this wilderness of COVID-19, dear 

Lord? We remember a time when life was easier, mask-less, and filled with in-

person connections.  

     Our ancestors too, Adam and Eve, must have remembered the garden in 

which God had placed them, once bringing the joy of in-person connection with 

God, one another, and all creation. The garden was fruitful. Life was teeming. 

Adam and Eve lived clothe-less and thought nothing of it. In-person connection 

with God and one another was easy.  

     How did we go so quickly, from being mask-less, to feeling naked in the 

presence of others without a masking? The same way Adam and Eve went, 

from being clothe-less, to feeling naked in the presence of one another and 

God without clothing. Adam and Eve “…heard the sound of the Lord God walk-

ing in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife 

hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the gar-

den…[Adam said] ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, be-

cause I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 
11

He said, ‘Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’  

 

                                                                                          (Continued on page 2) 
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A Note from the Pastor (continued from page 1) 

 
 
     What happened to change life so quickly, going from no clothes to clothing, from no mask, to 

masking? It’s called SIN. It’s that broken covenant between God and human creatures that has had, 

and continues to have, cascading effects throughout our world. SIN, it’s that original condition of 

brokenness between God and human creatures, and between human creatures and all of creation, 

into which we are all born, hence the church’s historic practice of infant baptism 

     Why the coronavirus? It’s called SIN. I can only assume that this might come as a shock to you. 

Are you saying, then pastor, that someone did something bad, or allowed something bad to happen, 

in a one-off, that caused the coronavirus? No. Sin is not always an individual, one-off, action or in-

action against God’s covenant. Sin is also a collective, systemic, condition of covenant breaking.  

Let’s go back to the story of Adam and Eve and look at the original SIN, i.e. covenant breaking. Ad-

am and Eve, having eaten from the forbidden tree, broke covenant with God in a systemic way, de-

railing communion between humanity and the wild beasts, communion between one human family 

member and the other, communion between humanity and the earth, and communion between hu-

manity and God. 

 

*   Between humanity and the wild beasts 

— Genesis 
3:14

 The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed 

are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 

*   Between human family members  

—  Genesis 
3:15 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’…
16

To the woman he 

said, ‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth 

children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.’ 

*   Between humanity and the earth 

—  Genesis 
3:17

And to the man he said…cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you 

shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19

 By the sweat of your face you shall eat 

bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to 

dust you shall return.’ 

 

 

                        (continued on page 3) 
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A Note from the Pastor (continued from page 2) 

 

*   Between humanity and God 

        —  Genesis 
3:23.

... the Lord God sent [Adam] him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the   

              ground from which he was taken. 
24

He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden 

              of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to 

              the tree of life. 

 

     This then is the way in which we can claim that the coronavirus is a consequence of the condi-

tion of SIN that ensued from humanity having first broken covenant with God.  

     So what does God do with Adam and Eve now that they have been barred from the garden and 

left to toil in the wilderness? Genesis 
3:21

And the Lord God made garments of skins for the man and 

for his wife, and clothed them. In essence, God’s grace to Adam and Eve was to cover their naked-

ness, their shame. God protected Adam and Eve. 

     God has done the same thing for us in the wilderness. Last year this time we didn’t even have 

masks to cover the spread of the coronavirus. And yet, God has provided masks for us, and even 

more, God has made a way for vaccines to become increasingly available to us. These are signs of 

God’s gracious will to save us, protect us, and deliver us from the consequences of sin and death.  

     In this time of Lent, we celebrate the ultimate way God, through the death and resurrection of Je-

sus, became naked, that we might become clothed. Before Jesus’ passion, he was stripped of his 

clothing, for which some cast lots. Clothe-less, Jesus died on the cross. Mysteriously, in this scan-

dalous way, Jesus kept covenant with God, clothing himself with righteousness on our behalf. Be-

cause of Jesus’ act of radical covenant keeping, God now provides a way for us to be clothed with 

Christ’s righteousness. Through our faith in Jesus, we put on Christ’s clothes, i.e. righteousness, 

and are free to keep covenant with God, humankind, and all of creation. In this way, we are freed 

from the power of SIN. Thanks be to God!   

 

                                           In Christ, 
 

                             Pastor Rebekah 
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 THOSE WHO MOURN  

       

 

 

 

    

 

 

    

     The members and friends of Lord 

of Life offer prayers and condolences 

to those who have lost family and 

friends: 

   

    Pastor Linda Covey and family on 

the death of Pastor Linda’s mother, 

Rosemary Stapay.      

 

    Darlene Leo and the Holder family 

on the death of Darlene’s niece, Lisa 

Holder. 

 

     Ken Olson and the Kvamme family 

on the death of Ken’s cousin, Mike 

Kvamme.     

         

 

     May the memory of our departed 

loved one always be a blessing. 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS:  We are looking 
for a volunteer/volunteers to pick-up and take 
food/other items to the food pantry. Since our 
church building is still not fully opened, you 
would need to contact the office when you would 
like to pick-up.  We appreciate the donations, but 
still need someone to deliver items so nothing 
will expire. Thank you, Kim and Julie. 

C8 SIGN UP GENIUS: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040b4aaaac2ba6fd0-
signupc82  

Winter is here, and Lord of  Life is in need of  
volunteers to help with snow shoveling, snow 
blowing.  We still have church staff, volunteers 
and AA using our facility.  Your help will be 
greatly appreciated.  Any questions, please con-
tact Mark Puchalski. 

 

     LIFELINES DEADLINE 

While Gail is out of town Kim Puchalski will be doing 

the Lifelines newsletter. 

Articles for April LIFELINES are due Monday, March 

22
nd

. You can email them to Kim at LOLoffice@lord-of

-life.org or place them in Kim’s mailbox downstairs at 

church.      
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Green Team Message 

Sparking Change!  

  

To help limit the effects of climate change and to benefit health by reducing emissions, manufactur-

ers are offering more electric vehicles. More inroads could occur, but lack of charging infrastructure 

and batteries which depend on rare natural resources limits the pace of this turnaround. 

What to do? It boils down to newer batteries that give good performance but are made with materi-

als that are more common and much less expensive. It also means more recharging stations. And 

overall, it means a plan that tries to tie together the shift in job skills needed with market forces so 

as to make the transition to more electric vehicles as beneficial to workers and the economy as it is 

to the environment.  

Batteries - One solution, suggests an article in DW News, “could be sodium-ion batteries, 

whose development has recently made astonishing progress. In the foreseeable future, they could 

replace the lithium-ion batteries currently used not only in electric vehicles, but also in smartphones 

and laptops.”  

“The two alkali metals, lithium and sodium, are chemically very similar. Although sodium does not 

have the energy density of the comparatively rare lithium, it is far more widely and cheaply availa-

ble.” 

A battery based on sodium technology would not consume rare or expensive resources. For the 

battery cathode, simple table salt would do the job. And whereas with a lithium battery the anode is 

made from rather rare and expensive materials like cobalt, in a sodium battery the anode could be 

made of common, inexpensive materials like lignite, wood and other biomass.  

Why has the focus in batteries to date been on lithium? Because lithium batteries have a far greater 

energy density, and because lithium is much lighter than sodium.  

I am loath to say “Technology will save us,” but this is one area where a limited application of tech-

nology could certainly help. The key seems to be displacing the graphite used in lithium batteries 

with the nano-technology wafer-thin carbon in the form of graphene. On the nano-technology level, 

one could pack more sodium atoms between the graphene layers and build up the battery’s power 

to levels matching or exceeding lithium battery performance. 

[Information for the above comes from an article written in the August 27, 2020 issue DW News by 

Alexander Freund. The article is entitled: “Sodium Instead of Lithium: The Batteries of the Future."] 

                                  (continued on page 6) 
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                      Green Team Message  (continued from page 5) 

Recharging Stations 

“The electrification of motor vehicles is job-rich, and as crucial to the economy as it is to the environ-

ment."  

By 2030, it’s estimated that California alone “would need 1.5 million vehicle charging stations. The 

current count for California is around 70,000 stations.” (In the rest of the nation, there are currently 

an estimated 84,000 recharging stations. Twenty-five percent of these are Tesla-owned - only Tesla 

owners are able to use their Superchargers. However, there are adapters for lower-powered Tesla 

rechargers.) Since California will need nearly one million additional stations, simply providing re-

charging station capacity will mandate many jobs and production activity.  

Change is definitely coming. Ford will be selling its electric Mustang by late summer, and GM is re-

tooling its Hummer into an all-electric vehicle.  

“What’s at stake here is the place of US companies in a burgeoning global market built on a founda-

tion of environmental integrity and respect for Mother Earth.” 

[Information source: Originally published in the January 29, 2021 issue of the periodical “Civil No-

tion." Also appearing at the “Resilience” site. Article title “A Plug for Electric Vehicles”; author Joel 

Stronberg.] 

 

TWO MORE MONTHS! 

If you’re interested in trying a revolutionary type of laundry detergent that comes in small strips ra-

ther than large, heavy plastic containers, take advantage of Emeraldology’s 10% off offer on 

TruEarth laundry strips and dryer balls. The strips will work in any temperature of water, but we 

recommend putting them directly into the wash tub rather than a detergent dispenser. To get the 

reduced price, enter “GreenTeam” in the Coupon box. This offer is expected to last through April 

2021.  

OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of women who will add their prayers to yours. If you have a 

prayer request, call anyone listed below to start the prayer moving around the circle. 

 

Diane Gioe    Sandy Smith   June Ross  

Cathy Thoma   Marilyn Luthardt  Barbara Dobson 

Dee Anders    Bev Jelen   Ruth Ann Pickard 



ELCA World Hunger:  This year the theme is “40 Days of  Giving.” As we journey 
through Lent toward the light of  Easter, we’re invited to participate in 40 days of  
study, prayer, and giving. Watch for more special bulletin inserts in the coming weeks 
for inspiring stories of  how the ELCA is bringing hope to underprivileged people 
around the world. You can contribute to our annual ELCA World Hunger offering 
by using the offering envelope you received in the mail (make checks payable to 
“Lord of  Life” and write “ELCA World Hunger” on the memo line) or by visiting 
the “Online Giving” page on our website. 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL: All groups and committees that would like to use 
the church building will be asked to complete a Facility Use Application to be 
approved by the Church Council.  However, should state officials return to a 
more restrictive phase due to rising COVID-19 cases, plans for worship and in-
person gatherings would revert accordingly.  
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A BIG THANK YOU! Despite the pandemic, donations to our 5 Advent ministries 
remained strong in 2020, totaling nearly $5,000! The Endowment Fund has 
generously contributed an additional gift to bring the total to $5,300. As a result, 
each of  the five recipients—Augustana Open Arms Specialized Foster Care, Holy 
Family Ministries, Lutheran Volunteer Corps, North Side Housing and Supportive 
Services, and Project Lifeline—will receive a check for $1,060. Your faithful 
offerings and prayers enable these ministries to continue doing the good work hey 
have undertaken. THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR LOVE AND GENEROSITY! 

 

Daylight Savings Time  

DON’T FORGET TO  

“SPRING AHEAD” ONE HOUR    

before you go to  

       bed on Saturday night, March 13th,  

 unless you are night owl, in which case 

you can change your clock at 2:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning,  
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5 pm – In-person Spoken Service of  Holy Communion. Sign-up Genius link https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4aaaac2ba6fd0-spoken1  
 

9 am – In-person Spoken Service of  Holy Communion. Sign-up Genius link https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4aaaac2ba6fd0-spoken1  

10 am – Live stream Service of  Word 
 

7 pm – Live stream Evening Prayer with African American Spirituals 

Week 2 Jesus is a Rock in A Weary Land 

Week 3 Wade in the Water 

Week 4 Steal Away 

Week 5 Were You There 
 

6:30 pm – In-person Spoken Service of  Holy Communion  

7:30 pm – Live stream Service of  Word 
 

7 pm – Pre-recorded Service of  Tenebrae 
 

10 am – In-person Outdoor/Parking lot service of  Holy Communion    

Saturdays 

Sundays  

Wednesdays in Lent  

Maundy Thursday  

Good Friday  

Easter Sunday 



 

DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


