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For this year’s newsle�er arti-

cles, I would like to highlight 

words straight from the pen of 

Martin Luther. I will avoid in-

terpreting his words, so that they can stand on their own. I find 

that when exposed to Luther’s own writing we are often sur-

prised to learn that Luther sounds a lot different than he does when mediat-

ed through pastors, scholars, and historians. So, here is as passage from Lu-

ther’s sermon on the First Sunday in Lent, titled The Fast and Temptation o f 

Christ (Ma�hew 4:1-11). Luther expounds on the devil having placed Jesus on 

the pinnacle of the temple while tempting Jesus to throw himself down from 

it in order to test God.      

Thus you see here that Satan held before Christ want and need where 

there was neither want nor need; but where there was already good means 

by which to descend from the temple without such a newly devised and 

unnecessary way of descending. For this purpose Satan led Christ to the 

top of the temple, in the holy city, says the Evangelist, and placed him in a 

holy place. For he creates such precious thoughts in man that he thinks he 

is filled with faith and is on the true way of holiness; and yet he does not 

stand in the temple, but is only on the outside of the temple, that is, he is 

not in the true holy mind or life of faith; and yet he is in the holy city; that 

is, such persons are found only in Christendom and among true Chris-

tians, who bear a great deal of preaching about faith. To these persons he 

applies the sayings of Scripture. For such persons learn Scripture also by 

daily hearing it; but not farther than they can apply it to their erroneous 

opinions and their false faith. For Satan here quotes from the Psalter, Ps 

91, 11-12, that God commanded the angels that they should protect the 

children of God and carry them on their hands. But Satan like a rogue and 

cheat fails to quote what follows, namely, that the angels shall protect of 

God in all their ways. For the Psalm reads thus,: ʺFor he will give his an-

gels charge over thee to keep thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their 

hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone;ʺ hence the protection of the 

angels does not reach farther, according to the command of God, than the 

ways in which God has commanded us to walk. When we walk in these 

ways of God, his angels take care of us. But the devil omits to quote ʺthe  

            

                                                                          (continued on page 2) 



(continued from page 1) 

 

ways of Godʺ and interprets and applies the protection of the angels to all things, also to 

that which God has not commanded; then it fails and we tempt God.1 

 
 1  h�p://www.lectionarycentral.com/lent1/LutherGospel.html. The following…is taken from volume II:133-147 of 

The Sermons of Martin Luther, published by Baker Book House (Grand Rapids, MI). It was originally published in 1906 in 

English by Lutherans in All Lands Press (Minneapolis, MN), as The Precious and Sacred Writings of Martin Luther, vol. 

11.  This e-text was scanned and edited by Richard Bucher, it is in the public domain and it may be copied and distributed 

without restriction. 

 

This is food for thought. What might we learn about the selective quotation of scripture?   

 

Yours in Christ 

Pastor Rebekah W. Costello 
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Daylight  
 Savings Time  

 
DON’T FORGET 
TO “SPRING 
AHEAD”ONE 
HOUR    

 
before you go to bed on Satur-
day night, March 7th,  unless 
you are a night owl, in which 
case you can change your clock 
at 2:00 a.m. Sunday morning, 
March 8th. 

MISSION QUILTERS recently received word from Lutheran World Relief that Lord of Life 

quilts were shipped to Ukraine in mid-December.  The LWR tracking program works well and 

we are always pleased to learn where the quilts are being shipped.  The need for used bed-

ding items, i.e., sheets/blankets/comforters/mattress pads, and, of course white cotton thread 

and fabric is always great.  Continue to think of the quilters when cleaning closets, etc., and 

mention this mission work to your friends/co-workers. Thank you again for your continued tan-

gible and monetary support. 



Fellowship, 

learning, 

helping 

and 

upcoming   

events 

Page 3 

RACHEL CIRCLE 

   Rachel Circle will meet this month on 

March 13th at Cynthia Berntzen’s home at 

9:30 a.m. Please call the church office for 

address information.   

All are welcome!  

Men’s Breakfast 

    Men’s Club meets at Checkers Pan-

cake House,506 W. Wise Road, 

Schaumburg. 

    The next breakfast will take place on 

Saturday, March 7th at 8:00 a.m.  Join 

us in sharing fellowship and solving the prob-

lems of the world. If you have any questions, 

call Herm Scharm.   Hope to see you there! 

LENTEN MIDWEEK AND  
HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES  

  
   Sign-up sheets can be found on the 
narthex bulletin board. Please check 
the sign-up sheets and help out 
where you can.  

Thank you, 
Pastor Rebekah, Julie & Kim 

LOL HAPPENINGS 
  
Wednesdays in Lent, 
March 4—April 1 
  Midweek Lenten Services    7:00 pm 
  
Sunday, March 8 
   Daylight Saving Time Begins 
  
Friday, March 13 
   AAUW Bunco Night     7:00 pm 
  
HOLY WEEK and EASTER SUNDAY 

 
April 5, Palm Sunday 
   Holy Communion    8:00 & 9:30 am 
    
April 9, Maundy Thursday 
   Holy Communion                7:00 pm 
  
April 10, Good Friday 
   Worship Service        7:00 pm 
  
April 12, Easter Sunday 
   Holy Communion    8:00 & 9:30 am 
  

Please mark your calendar 

 

GREEN TEAM ANNOUNCEMENT   

If the Earth's existence thus far represents 

one day, then we humans have only been 

around for the last three seconds of that 

day.  But our way of living imperils not only 

us, but many other species on which we de-

pend.  The National Geographic Society 

sponsored a competition called 

"Film4Climate" in which entrants were to use 

words or song to inspire us to live more sus-

tainable lives.  This video is one of the win-

ners of that contest.  It is "The 4th Sec-

ond".  It is about 4 minutes long, and exam-

ines the question of 'what must we do to get 

to 'the 4th second''.  Here is the link to it: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-

nEYsyRlYo  

 

Articles for April LIFELINES are due 

Monday March 23rd.  You can email 

them to me at lifelines@lord-of-life.org   

or I have a mailbox downstairs at the 

church.      



 ...stop 

consuming 

so much; 

the earth 

can’t 

support it.   
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Green Team Message 

Beyond Organic 

 

What’s wrong with the world today? Carbon. Too much of it in the atmosphere and not 
enough of it sequestered in plants, trees, the ocean, and our soil. 

 

There are different farming techniques being used today, and each has some ad-
vantages.  

 

 Sustainable agriculture meets today’s needs without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their needs. 

 Organic agriculture relies on ecological processes, biodiversity, and cycles 
adapted to local conditions rather than applying pesticides. 

 Regenerative agriculture elevates the carbon content of soil. 

 

Why would we want to have more carbon in the soil? 

 

Because more carbon: 

 

 enhances soil fertility  

 facilitates better nutrient exchange with the plant’s root system and soil 

 retains more water in the soil 

 reduces the risk of erosion 

 

One way regenerative farmers put carbon into the soil is by grazing herds of cattle on 
a given land plot for just one day. The cattle graze there, and their droppings fertilize 
the grass. The next day, the cattle move to another plot, so no one plot is overgrazed.  
A goal is to get lush grass growth before the starting plot is reused. This mimics past 
migration patterns of bison.  Cattle antibiotic usage is greatly reduced.   

 

And for those of us who don’t have cattle in our back yards? There’s compost! Saving 
up your table scraps (no meat or fats!) in a bin until it decomposes, then using it in 
your garden will also put carbon back into the soil. 

 

Environmental writer Rebecca Solnit points out that “… climate change is based on 
science. But if you delve into it deeply enough, it is a kind of mysticism without mystifi-
cation, a recognition of the beautiful interconnection of all life and the systems – 
weather, water, soil, seasons, ocean pH – on which that life depends. It acknowledg-
es that everything is connected.” 

 

Want to know more about regeneration? The website, “Project Grounded” provides 
maps which show where farmers are using regenerative practices and let you down-
load tips on how you can use regenerative principles in your daily life. 
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Thank You for 2019 Consecration Sunday 

 

Check out these discipleship commitments! 

 A total of 56 giving units (married or single) completed Estimate of Giving Cards this 

year. 

 A total of 30 of these giving units increased their financial commitment above their last 

year’s amount. 

 A total of 52 giving units who completed Estimate of Giving Cards committed a total of     

$136, 532.00. 

 Based on last year’s giving records, we can expect to receive $43,657.00 during the 

coming year from people who have consistent giving patterns during the past twelve 

months but did not complete an Estimate of Giving Card.  

 Based on the average total of loose offerings during the past three years, we can ex-

pect to receive $1,750.00 during the coming year from that source. 

 Church income from non-donor sources such as interest, rentals, and fees is estimat-

ed at $9,300.00. 

 This gives us a grand total of $191,239.00 anticipated income for the next twelve 

months. 

 The total income for our general operating budget during the last twelve months was 

$166,255.60. 

 Next year, we can expect our operating budget income to increase by $24.983.00. 

 This is a 15.0 % increase in total giving above last year. 

OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of women who will add their prayers to yours. If you have a 
prayer request, call anyone listed below to start the prayer moving around the circle. 

 

Dee Anders     Sandy Tabic  Cathy Thoma 

Bev Jelen     Sandy Smith  Marilyn Luthardt 

Ruth Ann Pickard  June Ross  Barbara Dobson  

Diane Gioe     



 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS.  Looking for additional Worship Leaders for Sunday services; at both 

8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  These include – Assisting Ministers, Communion Assistants, Greeters, and 

Readers, Nursery Attendants.  Please consider putting your name on one or more of these rosters.  

The jobs are easy and simple, but so very helpful.  If we can get some more volunteers, you might 

only assist less than once a month.  Please let me know.  Thanks Julie Wawczak 

A BIG THANK YOU!  Donations to our five Advent ministries remained strong in 2019, totaling just 

over $4,700! The Endowment Fund has generously contributed an additional gift to bring the total 

to an even $5,000. As a result, each of the five recipients—Augustana Open Arms Specialized Fos-

ter Care, Holy Family Ministries, Lutheran Volunteer Corps, North Side Housing and Supportive 

Services, and Project Lifeline—will receive a check for $1,000. Your faithful offerings and prayers 

enable these ministries to continue doing the good work they have undertaken. THANK YOU ALL 

FOR YOUR LOVE AND GENEROSITY! 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be held on Friday, March 6, at 9:30 a.m., at First United Meth-

odist Church, Arlington Heights.  The theme is “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” written by WDP 

Committee of Zimbabwe.  Continental breakfast will be served at a cost of $5.  Please contact Nan-

cy Duel at nduel@aol.com or 847-208-1267 by February 28 for your reservation.  Come and bring 

a friend!  

Congratulations go out to our reigning chili cook-off roy-

alty! It was another tie! Jim Heinking retained his crown as 

chili king  and the aunt/niece team of Kathie Cunniff and  

Alicia Wierbowski are our chili queens for the year!   

 

The cook off team would like to thank all of our chili chefs Kim Pulchalski, Chris Selep, Bill Lu-

thardt, Heidi Haffner, Pastor Rebekah, Dave Collins, Marci Erhardt, Mary Meyer, Jim Heinking, 

Kathie Cunniff and Alicia Wierbowski. All of you make the Chili Cook Off possible! 

 

Thank you to all who attended! Together $2,500 was raised for the food pantry!   



 

DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


