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As has been the case for this 

year’s Lifelines note from the pas-

tor, I’m highlighting words straight 

from the pen of Martin Luther. I have avoided interpreting his 

words so that they can stand on their own. I find that when ex-

posed to Luther’s own writing we are often surprised to learn that 

Luther sounds a lot different than he does when mediated through pastors, schol-

ars, and historians. What follows is a portion of the sermon Martin Luther preached 

on the gospel text for what was, in his day, the Second Sunday of Easter. In our 

day, John 20:19-23 falls on Pentecost Sunday. In the following section of his ser-

mon Luther speaks about the God’s work in creating the gift of faith and human 

authority and power to forgive sin.  

 

Therefore we must rightly understand Christ when he says: "Whose 

soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whose soever 

sins ye retain, they are retained;" that this does not establish the 

power of him who speaks but of those who believe. Now the power of 

him who speaks and of him who believes are as far apart as heaven 

and earth.  

God has given us the Word and the authority to speak; but it does 

not therefore follow from this that it must so be done, as Christ also 

preached and taught the Word, and yet not all who heard it believed, 

and it was not everywhere done as he spake the Word, although it 

was God's Word. Therefore Christ's meaning is: Ye shall have the 

power to speak the Word, and to preach the Gospel, saying, Whoso-

ever believeth, has the remission of his sins; but whosoever be-

lieveth not, has no remission of sin. But ye have not the power to 

create faith. For there is a great difference between planting and giv-

ing the growth; as Paul says to the Corinthians: "I planted, Apollos 

watered; but God gave the increase." 1 Cor 3, 6. Hence we have no 

authority to rule as lords; but to be servants and ministers who shall 

preach the Word, by means of which we incite people to believe. 

Therefore, if you believe the Word, you gain this power; but if you 

believe not, then what I speak or preach will avail nothing even 

though it be God's Word; and if you believe not these words you are 

not treating me but God himself with dishonor and contempt.   

 

            (Continued on page 2) 
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 (Continued from page 1) 

Therefore, unbelief is nothing but blasphemy, which makes 

God a liar. For if I say, your sins are forgiven you in God's 

name, and you believe it not, it is the same as if you said: who knows whether it be 

true, and whether he be in earnest? By this you charge God and his Word with lying. 

Therefore you better be far from the Word, if you believe it not. For when a man preach-

es his Word, God would have it as highly esteemed as if he himself had preached it. This 

then is the power given by God, which every Christian has, and of which we have al-

ready spoken much and often; hence this is enough for the present.   

 

Sermon for the Sunday after Easter, John 20:19-31, The Fruit of Faith. A Sermon by Martin Luther; taken from his 

Church Postil of 1521. Online: http://www.lectionarycentral.com/easter1/LutherGospel.html, May 26, 2020. 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL: Of Lord of Life has prayerfully discerned to cancel all church ac-

tivities until further notice, with the exception of essential office related duties. This decision was 

not arrived at lightly, but with the weighty consideration of the health of those in our congregation 

and communities. 

LIVE STREAMING: Sunday services will continue on Facebook and the Lord of Life Web-
site. 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME: The April, May, June Daily Devotional Booklets are still available. If 

you would like one, please email or call the church office and we can put one in the outside mail-

box for you to pick up. Please let us know if you would like large print or regular  

EXTENDED SPRING CLEANUP SCHEDULE: This year we will approach Spring Cleanup as 

an ongoing event; taking into consideration social distancing and your health and well being. I will 

be scheduling volunteers on different day(s) and time(s) and/or assigning volunteers at different 

project locations to maintain social distancing. There are many projects, many of them are ongoing 

throughout spring, summer and fall. The Property Committee would appreciate your time and ef-

fort. Please let me know what dates you are available. 

 

Contact me via email or phone: mkal1@sbcglobal.net 630-351-8184 

Thank you Mark Puchalski. 
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Green Team Message 

 

A History Lesson for Today 
 

 William Jennings Bryan was from the prairie state of Nebraska and that background influ-

enced his political views. As he put forward his candidacy for his party’s 1896 Presidential nomi-

nation, he had this to say regarding the relative resiliency and continued source of strength of the 

farms compared to the more monied interests of the large cities of his time: 

 “…You come to us and tell us that the great cities are in favor of the gold standard. I tell 

you that the great cities rest upon these broad and fertile prairies. Burn down your cities and leave 

our farms, and your cities will spring up again as if by magic. But destroy our farms and the grass 

will grow in the streets of every city in the country…”  

 Just calling something a “farm” does not necessarily confer strength; rather it is the care of 

the farmland soil that allows continued fertility, which produces its innate strength. 

 Bryan’s words do suggest a message for us today. Where does our true strength lie - or for 

that matter the true strength of a major institution? Is it in our ability to master people and process-

es, or in our ability to “do unto others as we would have them do unto us?” 

 Take a look at the gift of food. How did it get to its place on our table? Was it raised sus-

tainably so that the process can be replicated again and again? If we are personally involved in 

the food-making process, can we remember to think in terms of generating compost or planting 

with an eye towards not only growing something that pleases us but also provides pollination or 

shelter for other creatures? Can we select food purchases that we know will provide the best 

overall lives and the least pain or suffering for any creatures involved?  

 Our lives these days are, for the most part, highly separated from the actual manufacture of 

food and goods. We don’t worry about the working conditions imposed on those who are asked to 

make these items. We don’t worry about those who are displaced. We don’t worry about the de-

gree of pollution or toxicity a production process leaves behind or for how long that degradation 

continues. Considerable wealth can be built up by ignoring humane interests, but for how long, 

and at what overall price for society? 

 Many of us have found ourselves with more free time during this pandemic quarantine. 

Let’s put some of that time to good use by reflecting on how we can live more in line with the 

Golden Rule. Then act on it. 



 

OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of 
women who will add their prayers to 
yours. If you have a prayer request, 
call anyone listed below to start the 
prayer moving around the circle. 

 

Diane Gioe   Sandy Tabick 

Sandy Smith  June Ross 

Cathy Thoma  Marilyn Luthardt 

Barbara Dobson Dee Anders 

Bev Jelen  Ruth Ann Pickard 
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Those Who Mourn 

 
 
     The members and friends of Lord of Life offer 
prayers and condolences to those who have lost fami-
ly and friends: 
   

    Julie, Tom & Benjamin Wawczak on the death of 
Tom’s mother, Gerry Wawczak. 
      
    Darlene Leo & the Loudon family on the death of 
Darlene’s niece, Kerry Loudon.  
  

     Nancy Farver on the death of her friend, Jody 

Sundberg. 

 

     Judy Voegtle on the death of her brother-in-law 

(Dick’s brother), Bob Voegtle. 

     
 
     May the memory of our departed loved one always 
be a blessing. 

LOL HAPPENINGS 

  

     All Lord of Life Church services, 

meetings, on premise activities and off 

premise activities have been cancelled 

until further notice. 

     Please stay safe and healthy! 
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Lord of Life’s Annual Meeting to be Held Virtually  
Sunday, June 7, 2020  

 
 Please make plans to attend Lord of Life’s Annual Meeting via Zoom. The purpose of this 

meeting is for the congregation to receive the annual report, vote on the budgeted ministry plan, 

and elect new members to serve on the Church Council.  

 The Annual Meeting Invite for Sunday, June 7, at 11 am is in the Box A, with directions on 

how to join the meeting by dialing in via phone or by connecting via the internet. There are two 

practice Zoom meeting invites outlined in Box B and Box C. These practice meetings will be held 

on Saturday, June 6, at 10 am and 2 pm for any newbies to Zoom.  

BOX A  
Topic: Lord of  Life Annual Meeting  
Time: Jun 7, 2020 11:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)  
Join Zoom Meeting via internet by coping and pasting the following into your 
web browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78841641141  
Meeting ID: 788 4164 1141  
No Password Needed  
Join Zoom Meeting via one tap mobile:  
+1-312-626-6799,78841641141# US (Chicago)  
+1-646-558-8656,78841641141# US (New York)  
For those without computers, please dial to listen to the meeting:  
+ 1-312-626-6799 US (Chicago)  
Meeting ID: 788 4164 1141  

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: As a reminder, Lord of Life Lutheran Church is equipped with an elec-

tronic giving platform with Tithe.ly. You may now make regular contributions during this time of sus-

pending gathering here: 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1438924 

Of course, you may also mail your offerings to the church office. Thank you for the effort you are 

making ensure that Lord of Life maintains its fiscal health and momentum in this difficult time. 
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BOX B  

Topic: Practice Meeting #1  

Time: Jun 6, 2020 10:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)  

If you are having issues - please call Cathy at 847-502-4071  

Join Zoom Meeting via internet by coping and pasting the following into your web browser: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82514035987  

Meeting ID: 825 1403 5987  

No Password Needed  

Join Zoom Meeting via one tap mobile  

+1-312-626-6799,82514035987# US (Chicago)  

+1-646-558-8656,82514035987# US (New York)  

For those without computers, please dial to listen to the meeting:  

+1-312-626-6799 US (Chicago)  

Meeting ID: 825 1403 5987  

BOX C  

Topic: Practice Meeting #2  

Time: Jun 6, 2020 02:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)  

If you are having issues - please call Cathy at 847-502-4071  

Join Zoom Meeting via internet by coping and pasting the following into your web browser: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89602874813  

Meeting ID: 896 0287 4813  

No Password Needed  

Join Zoom Meeting via one tap mobile  

+1-312-626-6799,89602874813# US (Chicago)  

+1-646-558-8656,89602874813# US (New York)  

For those without computers, please dial to listen to the meeting:  

+1-312-626-6799 US (Chicago)  

Meeting ID: 896 0287 4813 
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RE-ENTRY PLANS UNDERWAY: The Church Council has begun drafting a phased re-entry 

plan for in-person worship at Lord of Life. While the plan is still in its preliminary stage, we did 

want to inform you that progress for return is underway. We anticipate that this re-entry will be 

gradual, and one that gives everyone at Lord of Life time to do their part to make our return to 

worship safe and life-giving.  

 

As currently drafted, our re-entry will coincide with the phases outlined by the state of Illinois and 

its corresponding regions/districts.  Please bear with us as our coming together again entails many 

considerations and plans for your well-being.  

 

These are some things you can be prepared to expect upon return. We will have to practice social

-distancing measures, adopt additional disinfecting procedures for our building, and re-train the 

altar guild for more strenuous sanitary practices around the celebration of Holy Communion. Most 

likely, our worship schedule and content will be modified to accommodate more services with few-

er attendees per service. Signing up for worship will be the new normal.  

 

While we are not at a phase that can allow in-person worship at present, we would love your help 

attaining the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and disinfecting supplies we will need for re-

entry. If you have access to any of the following items, or happen to run across them, and would 

like to donate them for re-entry at Lord of Life, please call or email the church office to work out a 

drop off procedure.  

 

We will need a generous supply of the following PPE:  

Rubber gloves  

Masks  

Hand sanitizer  

Disinfecting wipes  

Disinfecting cleansers  

 

Additional items needed:  

 Advanced audio/visual equipment and internet capacity for on-going  church based 

live-streamed worship 

 



 

DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


