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As I write this newsletter article 
at the end of  January 2021, it is 
snowing heavily outside. I am 

reminded of  how quickly the seasons change, from Advent 
and Christmas, to Lent and Easter. In between Christmas and 
Lent is the season in which we find ourselves, the time after 

the Epiphany. This time is framed by meaningful bookends, the Baptism of  
our Lord, at one end, and the Transfiguration of  our Lord, at the other end. 
Accordingly, the gospel readings for these two Sundays serve as bookmarks in 
the gospel of  Mark. On the Sunday we celebrated the Baptism of  our Lord 
we heard read: 10And just as he was coming up out of  the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” (Mark 1:10-11) God the Father reveals that Jesus is the Son of  God. 
Five Sundays later, on Transfiguration Sunday, we will hear read: 7Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 1:7) A second time, God the Fa-
ther reveals that Jesus is the Son of  God. From the mountain of  Transfigura-
tion, we will descend and begin the Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday. The 
next time we will hear someone reveal that Jesus is the Son of  God, aside 
from demons, is from the centurion who stands at the foot of  the cross: 
39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way 
he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ (Mark 15:13) 
 
What are we to make of  these connections, from baptism, to transfiguration, 
to crucifixion? Why such an emphasis on the crucifixion? We tend recoil from 
the role of  Jesus’ death in the Christian story. It is scandalous, violent, ugly, 
and the place where we see God’s judgement rendered against sinful humani-
ty. Where’s the loving, accepting, inclusive, resurrecting God we’ve come to 
expect? It’s there, but hidden in the cross. If  we take to heart what baptism 
is—a way of  life that excludes sin, evil, and death, so as to include righteous-
ness, faith, and new life, we see why the cross is critical. Through baptism, the 
old Adam and Eve in us—the sinner—is judged and crucified so that it dies 
with Christ. This then makes possible a new life for us, one in which we are 
transfigured into a new creation.  
          (Continued on page 2) 



(A Note from Pastor continued from page 1) 
 
So, on Transfiguration Sunday, we will come down from the mountain and keep following Jesus 
to Jerusalem, our eyes set of  the cross from which the salvation for all people Jesus affords. We 
stand there with the Roman centurion, recognizing that new life is only possible for us by way of  
the cross. There on the cross sin is excluded and transformation is included, racism is excluded 
and reconciliation is included, domestic violence is crucified, and peace is made possible through 
Jesus’ glorious resurrection. We will get to resurrection; that is God’s promise. But, the way there 
is only through Jesus’ way to the cross. Lent takes us there, but God doesn’t leave us there. We 
travel together, expecting that God will be at work transfiguring us all. Thanks be to God! 

TruEarth Laundry Strips  

Emeraldology.com has a 10% discount offer on its TruEarth laundry strips and dryer balls until April 

for anyone who uses “GreenTeam” in the discount code box. TruEarth strips are mess-free and 

have no plastic packaging. [We recommend putting the sheets in the tub rather than the detergent 

dispenser so that they dissolve completely.] The strips can be used in any water temperature. And 

they hardly take up any room in your cabinet! 

T�� C����� C	�
���: All groups and committees that would like to use the church building 

will be asked to complete a Facility Use Application to be approved by the Church Council.  

However, should state officials return to a more restrictive phase due to rising COVID-19 cases, 

plans for worship and in-person gatherings would revert accordingly.   
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OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of women who will add their prayers to yours. If you have a prayer 

request, call anyone listed below to start the prayer moving around the circle. 

Ruth Ann Pickard Diane Gioe  Sandy Smith 

June Ross  Cathy Thoma Marilyn Luthardt 

Barbara Dobson Dee Anders  Bev Jelen 
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 THOSE WHO MOURN  

       

 

 

 

 

   May the memory of our departed 

loved one always be a blessing. 

    

     The members and friends of 

Lord of Life offer prayers and con-

dolences to those who have lost 

family and friends: 

   

    Mark & Kim Puchalski on the 

death of their friends, Cheryl Auge 

and Val Schultz. 

      Grant and & Dolores Giesler on 

the death of Grant’s cousin, Gordon 

Iverson. 

     Gail Power and family on the 

death of Gail’s mother, Kathryn 

Power. 

     The Olson Family on the death 

of their cousin, Alice Mae Kvamme. 

     Grant and & Dolores Giesler and 

the Reschke family on the death of 

Doris Lee Reschke. 

     Grant and & Dolores Giesler and 

the Adams family on the death of 

Roger Adams. 

      

     May the memory of our departed 

loved one always be a blessing. 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE, beginning Saturday, 
February 6, 2021 

 

 

5 pm – In-person Spoken Service of  Holy Com-
munion. Sign-up Genius link forthcoming this week. 

 

9 am – In-person Spoken Service of  Holy Com-
munion. Sign-up Genius link forthcoming this week. 

10 am – Live stream Service of  Word 
 

 

7 pm – Live stream Service of  Word 

8pm – 9pm, In-person, drive-up imposition of  
ashes  
 

 

7 pm – Live stream Evening Prayer 
 

 

6:30 pm – In-person Spoken Service of  Holy 
Communion  

7:30 pm – Live stream Service of  Word 
 

 

7 pm – Pre-recorded Service of  Tenebrae 
 

 

10 am – In-person Outdoor/Parking lot service 
of  Holy Communion    

Saturdays 

Sundays  

Ash Wednesday  

Wednesdays in Lent  

Maundy Thursday  

Good Friday  

Easter Sunday 



 ...stop 

consuming so 

much; the 

earth can’t 

support it.   
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Green Team Message 

 

The Beginning of the End! 
 

Here we are, one month into 2021. People are beginning to receive their COVID vaccina$ons, 

the COVID map is showing signs that outbreaks of the virus are slowing, and once again, 

spring is coming! There are good reasons to be hopeful about returning to normalcy. At the 

moment, we’re focused on ourselves - Do I have a mask with me? Should I bring my own 

hand sani$zer? Maybe it’s $me to wash my hands again … 

Even while we’re in pandemic mode, we can s$ll focus on things outside of ourselves, like the 

Earth.  
 

Keep recycling! The pandemic has created a lot of non-recyclable trash, so it’s even more 

important that we do a good job of recycling. Know your community’s recycling guidelines for 

what is accepted, and put only clean items in your recycling bin.  
 

Use reusables whenever possible. As long as you clean the items you use thoroughly with 

soap and water, COVID germs should not be a problem. 
 

It’s a great �me to save gas! These days we are literally dressed up with no place to go. 

However, to keep your car’s ba3ery from draining, your $res from degrading and your car’s 

moving parts lubricated, drive at least once every two weeks. 
 

Remember those reusable bags! Some stores ask you not to bring them inside, but as the 

weather warms, you can put your groceries back in your cart, take them to your car, and then 

pack them into reusable bags. 
 

Ordering take-out?  Some restaurants automa$cally shove plas$c cutlery and condiment 

packets into your bag. If you can, catch them before they do: “I’ll be ea$ng this at home; I 

don’t need those, but thank you, anyway.” 
 

Limit your food waste. Buy only what you will use. If you can’t pass up a Buy One, Get One 

Free sale (even though you know you won’t get through all the perishable items before they 

go bad), find a friend to share the extras with. And food pantries would be happy to take 

some of those extras off your hands! 
 

Be ready to compost when the weather warms up. Compos$ng cuts down the amount of 

your garbage drama$cally! Less goes to landfills, more soil amendments to go into your gar-

den! 
 

STAY SAFE.     STAY WELL.     STAY GREEN! 
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Winter is here, and Lord of  Life is in need of  volunteers to help with snow shov-
eling, snow blowing.  We still have church staff, volunteers and AA using our facil-
ity.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Any questions, please contact Mark 

Puchalski. 

Snow Blowers and Shovelers 
Needed (2020/2021)  
Please pick a day(s) and time(s),    Thank You! 

 
* On Thursday we need to have the area cleared for the quilters by  
    7:30 a.m. 
** On Sunday we need to have the areas cleared before the by 7a.m.  

              We have contracted for snow plowing for 2” or more of snow 

  AM (before 8am) PM (before 5:30pm) 

Monday 
    

Tuesday 
    

Wednesday 
  Brian R 

Thursday * 
    

Friday 
    

Saturday Steve S Mark 

Sunday  ** Jim H Mark 

F		� P�
��� D	
���	
�:  We are looking for a volunteer/volunteers to pick-up 

and take food/other items to the food pantry. Since our church building is still not ful-

ly opened, you would need to contact the office when you would like to pick-up.  We 

appreciate the donations, but still need someone to deliver items so nothing will ex-

pire. Thank you, Kim and Julie. 



 

DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


