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As has been the case for this 

year’s Lifelines note from the me, 

I’m highlighting words straight 

from Martin Luther. Our text for the fourth Sunday in Advent is 

John 1:19-29. As Luther notes in the following passages from 

his sermon on this text, John the Baptist is the quintessential preacher, who in 

typical Luther fashion, distinguishes between law and gospel. 

 

“Thus he is a truly Christian preacher who preaches nothing but that which 

John proclaimed, and firmly insists upon it.  

 

First, he must preach the Law so that the people may learn what great things 

God demands of us; of these we cannot perform any because of the impotence 

of our nature which has been corrupted by Adam's fall. Then comes the bap-

tism in Jordan. The cold water means the teaching of the Law, which does not 

kindle love but rather extinguishes it. For through the Law man learns how diffi-

cult and how impossible of fulfillment the Law is. Then he becomes hostile to it, 

and his love for it cools; he feels that he heartily hates it. This of course is a 

grievous sin, to be hostile to God's commands. Therefore man must humble 

himself, and confess that he is lost and that all his works are sins, aye, that his 

whole life is sinful. Herewith then John's baptism has been accomplished, and 

he has been, not only besprinkled, but properly baptized. Then he sees why 

John says, ‘Repent ye’. He understands that John is right, and that everyone 

must needs become a better man and repent. But Pharisees and those holy in 

their works do not arrive at this knowledge, nor do they permit themselves to be 

baptized. They imagine that they do not need repentance, and therefore John's 

words and baptism are foolishness in their eyes.  

 

               (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 

Furthermore, when the first teaching, that of the Law, and baptism are over and man, humiliated by 

the knowledge of himself, is forced to despair of himself and his powers; then begins the second 

part of John's teaching, in which he directs the people from himself to Christ and says: ‘Behold the 

Lamb of God that takes upon itself the sin of the world.’ By this he means to say: ‘First I have, by my 

teaching, made you all sinners, have condemned your works and told you to despair of yourselves. 

But in order that you may not also despair of God, behold, I will show you how to get rid of your sins 

and obtain salvation. Not that you can strip off your sins or make yourselves pious through your 

works; another man is needed for this; nor can I do it, I can point him out, however. It is Jesus 

Christ, the Lamb of God. He, he, and no one else either in heaven or on earth takes our sins upon 

himself. You yourself could not pay for the very smallest of sins. He alone must take upon himself 

not alone your sins, but the sins of the world, and not some sins, but all the sins of the world, be 

they great or small, many or few.’ This then is preaching and, hearing the pure Gospel, and recog-

nizing the finger of John, who points out to you Christ, the Lamb of God.  

Now, if you are able to believe that this voice of John speaks the truth, and if you are able to follow 

his finger and recognize the Lamb of God carrying your sin, then you have gained the victory, then 

you are a Christian, a master of sin, death, hell, and all things. Then your conscience will rejoice and 

become heartily fond of this gentle Lamb of God. Then will you love, praise, and give thanks to our 

heavenly Father for this infinite wealth of his mercy, preached by John and given in Christ. And final-

ly you will become cheerful and willing to do his divine will, as best you can, with all your strength. 

For what lovelier and more comforting message can be heard than that our sins are not ours any 

more, that they no more lie on us, but on the Lamb of God. How can sin condemn such an innocent 

Lamb? Lying on him, it must be vanquished and made to be nothing, and likewise death and hell, 

being the reward of sin, must be vanquished also. Behold what God our Father has given us in 

Christ!”  

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Rebekah W. Costello 

 

The following sermon is taken from volume I:114-133 of The Sermons of Martin Luther, published by Baker Book House 
(Grand Rapids, MI). It was originally published in 1906 in English by Lutherans in All Lands Press (Minneapolis, MN), as 
The Precious and Sacred Writings of Martin Luther, vol. 11.   
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 THOSE WHO MOURN  

       

 

 

 

    

     The members and friends of Lord 

of Life offer prayers and condolences 

to those who have lost family and 

friends: 

   

     The family and friends of former 

member Lee Larson. Lee passed away 

at 3 AM on Wednesday, November 4. 

He was a member of Lord of Life from 

1976-1985, and served as Communion 

Assistant, Usher, and on Church 

Council. Nikki, Wendy, Todd and Kevin 

were all with him at the time of his 

passing. 

 

    Julie Wawczak and family on the 

death of her uncle, Bob Anderson.   

 

   May the memory of our departed 

loved one always be a blessing. 

    

 

P����� R�-E���  P!�� D#���$#��: 

· Disinfecting wipes (such as Lysol, Clorox or Alco-

hol wipes), Disinfecting cleansers (such as Lysol 

Liquid Cleaner/Disinfectant or Lysol disinfectant 

aerosol spray; or at least 70% Isopropyl or Ethyl 

Alcohol) 

· Masks and Rubber gloves  

 

THE WEATHER MAY BE GETTING FRIGHTFUL, but 

Gifts of the World has fair trade coffee, tea, and cocoa 

to keep you cozy! It’ll warm your heart to know you’re 

helping farmers make a decent wage.  

   Store hours are 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays and Sat-

urdays, and the store is located at 888 S. Roselle. Need 

a more convenient time? Call Janice at 708-289-0288 to 

arrange for a different one.. 

LSSI CHRISTMAS GIVING:  The "Sounds of Christ-

mas" may be quieter this year, but the need is still great 

for the children in foster care. This year Lutheran Social 

Services is asking for "gift cards" instead of actual gifts. 

The case workers will deliver the gift cards to the chil-

dren either in person or via mail. Gift cards are at your 

discretion with suggestions being Walmart, Target, Five 

Below or Amazon in the amount of $50 or less.  

    Please return the gift cards to the church office either 

in person or via mail by Monday, Nov 30. There will al-

so be a designated box in the narthex for the collection 

of the cards which will be emptied each day and the 

cards kept in a safe place until pick-up by LSSI. Thank 

you,  

Nancy Farver & Rita Tweed 

Articles for December LIFELINES are 

due Monday, December 28th.   You 

can email them to me at life-

lines@lord-of-life.org.  Or drop them 

off at the office.   

Thank you,  

Gail 
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Green Team Message 

 

“Cook It, Preserve It, Store It” 

On November 10th, I participated in a webinar put together by Forward DuPage. Forward DuPage is inter-

ested in foods with high nutritional value for two primary reasons: such foods help relieve obesity problems, 

and fresher, more nutritional foods help build a resistance to serious diseases such as the coronavirus.  

As at the October webinar, the primary program speaker was Ms. Diane Chapeta of the Illinois Farm to 

School organization. All participants received an attachment of her Power Point slides. Several of these 

slides provided links to more detailed information, and these are listed at the end of the article. 

Ms. Chapeta noted that when one works with schools (or is a homemaker, for that matter) a constant chal-

lenge is that some foods ripen and are at their prime nutritional content by late spring or mid-summer, while 

the school year often starts in late summer or near fall. How then does one bridge that time gap to try to en-

sure excellent nutritional content?  

There are various approaches. One can refer back to listings of nearby farmers’ markets or other high quali-

ty food outlets and stock up when desirable foods are in season. Ms. Chapeta advocates planning school or 

home menus ahead by the week with the intention of using certain desirable items in more than one dish. If 

it is not possible to use all of a given desirable ingredient, then try preserving it!  

Preservation/Storage methods include: 

Pickling, water bath: (veggies, fruits, proteins)  

Quick pickling, refrigeration: (veggies, fruits, proteins)  

Dehydration, forced warm air: (veggies, seasoning blends, meats, fruits) 

Air drying, hanging: (herbs, garlic) 

Curing by salting, drying, aging process: (meats, dairy) 

Brining, wet process with salt: (proteins)  

Canning, water bath: (sauces, veggies, fruits, jellies, fillings, fruit butters, proteins) 

Refrigerated / emulsification-limited storage life: (condiments like pesto, mayo, ketchup, salad dress-

ings, hot sauces, oils) 

Freezing: (seasonal vegetables, fruits, herbs, proteins)  

Fermentation: (kombucha, kimchi, kraut, yogurt, kefir) 

          

                   (Continued on Page 5) 
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Here are a few of the links from Ms. Chapeta’s presentation:  

Recipes on cooking lighter foods featuring seasonally available ingredients: 

https://www.cookinglight.com/food/in-season/seasonal-recipes 

Various sauces and dressings featuring freshly grown herbs, spices, mayo, etc. 

https://www.thespruceeats.com/simple-sauce-recipes-101780 

This next vimeo narrated by Ms. Chapeta shows how her organization works with schools to pro-

mote collecting fresh ingredients in the school cafeteria in mid-summer and prepare it for preserva-

tion steps so that it may be consumed later during the school year. Participating schools were from 

Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

http://Illinoisfarmtoschool.org/video-training-series/extending-the-harvest/ 

And there was a program set in North Carolina featuring local farms and schools entitled “Growing 

Minds – Junior Farm Tours”. Once at this site there are many vegetable/animal farms to choose 

from. The two programs that interested me the most were school taste tests, at which a variant or a 

new vegetable dish (kale, sweet potato) would be offered featuring very locally grown vegetables. 

Student participation is voluntary, but if a student takes some, he/she gets a sticker saying “I 

tried….” 

http://growing-minds.org/category/video 

           Russ Hart 

****UPDATE****UPDATE****UPDATE****  

In the October Lifelines, the Green Team discussed TruEarth laundry detergent, a concentrated 

cleaner packed into small, biodegradable sheets. What we liked about the product even before we 

tried it, was that we weren’t paying for a product that’s mostly water, and it doesn’t require the man-

ufacture of any plastic jugs. Four people used the sheets and thought they cleaned as well as other 

detergents. Because Russ Hart distributed the sheets and commented on them to the vendor, the 

CEO decided to give a 10% discount to anyone who orders the TruEarth sheets (or wool dryer 

balls) from Emeraldology.com and uses the code “GreenTeam.” (Isn’t that nice?) The sheets come 

in packs of 32 for $15.50. No, they’re not cheap, but if you can afford to do Earth a favor, why not?  

If you want to try a couple sheets for yourself, check with Russ Hart.  

      Page 5 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  Lord of  Life has returned to virtual worship ser-
vices, due to rising COVID-19 cases in our communities  A letter was sent 
out this week with our Advent and Christmas service information.  Please 
call the church office if  you have any questions.  
 
Comfort, oh, comfort my people. O come, o come Emmanuel. That 
is our prayer and longing as we enter the Advent and Christmas seasons. 
During this sacred time of  the church year, Lord of  Life plans to keep 
as many of  our worship and Advent service traditions as we can during 
this time of  pandemic. To prepare your hearts to receive the Lord when 
he comes, the following in-person and virtual worship opportunities will 
be here for you, your friends, and your family.  

Advent 2  - Lessons and Carols Facebook livestream, Sunday, December 6,  

10 am - Advent Ministry Mission Moment 

 

Advent 3 - Facebook livestream Service of  the Word, Sunday, December 13, 
10 am - Advent Ministry Mission Moment 

 

Advent 4 

Facebook livestream Service of  the Word, Sunday, December 20, 10 am - Ad-
vent Ministry Mission Moment 

 

Christmas Eve - Facebook livestream Candlelight Worship, Thurs, Dec. 24, 
10:30 pm  

Christmas Day - Facebook livestream Service of  the Word, Fri, Dec. 25,  
10 am                            

Facebook livestream Advent Evening Prayer, Wednesday, December 2, 7 pm 

Facebook livestream Advent Evening Prayer, Wednesday, December 9, 7 pm 

Facebook livestream Advent Evening Prayer, Wednesday, December 16, 7 pm 

Facebook livestream Advent Evening Prayer, Wednesday, December 23, 7 pm 
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T�� C�1�2� C#1�2$!  All groups and committees that would like to use the church building 

will be asked to complete a Facility Use Application to be approved by the Church Council.  

However, should state officials return to a more restrictive phase due to rising COVID-19 cases, 

plans for worship and in-person gatherings would revert accordingly  

FINANCE VOLUNTEER NEEDED: 
 
The finance committee is seeking a volunteer to help with weekly bill paying and record keeping. 

Jan Petersen is willing to train someone to begin January 2021. If God has given you a talent in 

this area, please consider putting it to good use. Contact Pastor Rebekah or Dave Collins if you 

are interested. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

A�1!� F#�13:  Z##3$�5 6$�� J��1�: Lord of Life’s adult forum 

We will resume our study of the Essential Jesus via Zoom on Sundays at 11:30 am. 

Email Pastor Rebekah at pastorrebekah@lord-of-life.org if you would like to join the study, and a 

zoom invitation will be sent to you. 
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OUR PRAYER CIRCLE is full of women who will add their prayers to yours. If you have a prayer 

request, call anyone listed below to start the prayer moving around the circle. 

Dee Anders   Bev Jelen   Ruth Ann Pickard 

Diane Gioe   Sandy Smith   June Ross 

Cathy Thoma  Marilyn Luthardt  Barbara Dobson 

Don’t forget our Advent Ministries this holiday season! It’s the perfect time of year to share 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Lord of Life gives us a wonderful opportunity to do this with 

our special thank offerings, which will be divided equally among the five ministries that our con-

gregation supports:  North Side Housing and Supportive Services, Holy Family Lutheran School, 

Lutheran Volunteer Corps, Project Lifeline (WINGS), Augustana Specialized Foster Care (LSSI).   

This year, instead of in-person guest speakers, we hope to receive video messages, which will be 

available for viewing on our website and Facebook page. Watch for more information as we enter 

the Advent season, and please use the enclosed envelope you received in our recent mailing for 

your offering. Checks may be made out to “Lord of Life.” For those who give online, an “Advent 

Ministries” option has been added to the Tithe.ly dropdown menu. THANKS to all who give so 

generously to help these important ministries continue their good work! 

C��$��$�� E�12��$#�   

G����� ?-5:   The Christian Education Committee is committed to continuing to grow in faith and 

worship with our congregation’s youth.  The Sunday School will commence as a remote learning 

platform until we have the opportunity to safely return onsite. We have been fortunate enough to 

have some additional resources provided by Augsburg Fortress that will allow us more flexibility 

and engagement in offering the lessons in a virtual format. In order how to best engage our chil-

dren in faith, we respectfully request your feedback in this short survey: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/LGHHRSV 
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DATED MATERIAL:  PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
119 West Wise Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 

Lord of Life is a community of faith that is warm and welcoming. We strive to KNOW Christ by 

honoring traditional forms of worship as well as being open to innovations. We continue to GROW 

in Christ to a closer relationship with our Lord through learning and study. We SERVE Christ in the 

work of ministry by volunteering our time, energy and faith to church services and social pro-

grams. We SHARE Christ in mission and outreach within our church and community by supporting 

those who need our assistance and relief. 

  

Know, Grow, Serve, Share 


